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1: THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW: The Sermon on the Mount Continued
a history of penance being a study of the authorities vol. i the whole church to a.d. contents part a.â€” the history of
penance in the christian church to a.d.

The Lord upholds our life. May the Lord Jesus be always with you. Introduction by the Celebrant A. Who Is
the Greatest? Jesus asks us, "What do you say? That is why God loves children very much, as Jesus showed us
in his whole life. Jesus tells us even how we have to become like children, not that we have to become childish
but that like children we must be spontaneous, open and simple. Children do not ask for their due; they expect
things from others and they accept everything as a gift. In the same way we must be open to the gifts of God
and of people. Children symbolize the beginning of life; so everything should be ahead for us, too, and we go
forward with Jesus as our guide. Too often the urge to dominate others is strong and we are not ready to serve
people. We ask the Lord and people to forgive us. Jesus Christ, you were born a little child and became
obedient to your parents: Lord Jesus, you took our sins upon yourself and served the Father and us to the end.
Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive us when we are pretentious. Make us servants with you and lead us to
everlasting life. Jesus Christ, you tell us that unless we become open and receptive like children we cannot
enter the kingdom of heaven: Lord Jesus, in little children and in all that who are weak and fragile we
welcome you and your Father: Have mercy on us, Lord, forgive us our pretensions, pride and self-assurance
and lead us forward in hope to everlasting life. Let us ask the Lord for the gift of knowing how to serve
PAUSE God, giver of all good gifts, give us the ambition to belong among the last and the least as people who
know how to serve, generously and without condescension, especially all who are little and brittle. We ask this
through him who made himself the servant of all, Jesus Christ our Lord. Help us to accept your good news
with the receptive attitude of children. And give us also eyes of admiration to see the mystery of your
greatness and love, that the kingdom of heaven may be ours. Grant us this through Christ our Lord. Liturgy of
the Word First Reading Introduction: The Upright Person Is Contested The faith of the just is a silent
accusation against those of little or no faith. This is why they are ridiculed or persecuted. The True Christian Is
a Peacemaker How much peace there would be if Christians did not give in to the evil in their hearts. The
Child as Model Who is the greatest? General Intercessions Like Jesus, by loving them and praying for them,
let us place in our midst the poor, the humble and all who serve, and let us say: Father, make us servants with
Jesus that you may welcome us into your kingdom. Accept us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Prayer over the Gifts
With these gifts of bread and wine we open ourselves, God our Father, to your own gifts of life and growth
which you offer us in Jesus Christ. May the bread of life he gives us help us to grow up to his full maturity,
and may we give ourselves without calculation to you and to one another with the fresh simplicity of a child.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer All we have, all we are is a free
gift from God. We are dependent on him. Let us thank the Father through the offering of this eucharist.
Deliver Us Deliver us, Lord, from every evil, for we know that we live in your hands. Make us aware of our
littleness and of how much we are dependent upon you and one another. Keep us from all anxiety and help us
to grow in freedom and responsibility for our lives and for one another, as we prepare in hope and joy the full
coming among us of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Invitation to Communion This is Jesus our Lord, who
wanted the poor and the little ones to come to him with trusting faith. Happy are we to receive him. Prayer
after Communion no one is greater than you, yet you have made yourself small and near to us in our weakness
in your Son Jesus Christ here in this eucharist and in every day life. Give us the attitude of Jesus Christ,
self-effacing and respectful before you and one another in trust, hope and joy. Grant this through Christ our
Lord. Blessing Those among us who are parents or teachers love their children and try their best to teach them
all what is right and good. But let us also learn from our children to be spontaneous and trusting towards God
and one another, admiring and grateful, and expecting all that is good. May God keep you in his love and bless
you:
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2: Forgiveness â€“ Page 2 â€“ The Value of Sparrows
1. The Misuse of the Incensive Power. Since we are approaching Forgiveness Sunday, I've chosen, with the blessing of
His Grace Bishop Longin, to speak on the subject of Anger, Judgment, and Resentment, and on their cure: Forgiveness
and Reconciliation.

But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little. Scholars mount many arguments about how to translate the
verse. Verse 47 draws together the riddle and the two responses to Jesus, showing that the Pharisee has
responded as one who has been forgiven little, while the woman has acted as one who has been forgiven
much. The difficulty lies in the causal clause at the end of the first half of v. What we are told is that she had
already been forgiven. Simon is not aware of her new status; he still regards her as a sinner with whom a man
of God ought not to associate. Rather, because he did not recognize his need for forgiveness he received less.
And she, because she recognized her need and received forgiveness joyfully, received more. The presence of v
49 encourages another reading. As important, the people already understand that only God can forgive sins.
This then leads to their response: Is Jesus liar, lunatic, or Lord. It is a question that will linger in Luke 8 and 9.
Speaking to themselves cf. Had they known who Jesus was, they would have accepted his authorityâ€”as the
centurion had done 7: Moreover, had they come seeking forgiveness, they too would have had their debts
canceled vv. This is suggested, first, by the fact that she is presented as already behaving in ways that grow out
of her new life. In addition, Jesus addresses her with words usually reserved for the conclusion of miracles of
healing: Luke closes the curtains on this scene before the action is completed. It is one thing to have Jesus
proclaim her forgiveness in order that her renewed status might be recognized by the community; it is quite
another for that community actually to accept his pronouncement and to extend kinship to her. How will they
respond? Will they adopt the merciful view of the world that Jesus displays in his interactions in this episode?
Will they learn to be merciful and the Father is merciful Luke 6: Will they come to see God as one who
cancels debts and invites others to do the same so that all might behave toward one another with love
unfettered by the constraints of past behaviors, reputation, and reciprocity? How will Simon respond? The
sinful woman, on the other hand, manifests a faith in God Luke 7: The whole episode is a powerful lesson on
the relation between forgiveness and love. Other oriental banquet customs alluded to in this story include the
reception by the host with a kiss Luke 7: The word alabastros denoted a globular container for perfumes. It
had no handles and was furnished with a long neck which was broken off when the contents were needed. The
container was not necessarily made of alabaster. Jewish women commonly wore a perfume flask suspended
from a cord round the neck, and it was so much a part of them that they were allowed to wear it on the sabbath
Shabbath 6: The extensive use of perfumes may be gathered from the fact that the Sages allotted a certain
woman an allowance of gold coins for perfume Ketuboth 66b Luke 7: People reclined on low couches at
festive meals, leaning on the left arm with the head towards the table and the body stretched away from it. The
sandals were removed before reclining. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them, and anointed them
with the ointment: There are examples of the kissing of the feet of a specially honored rabbi e. Sanhedrin 27b ,
but it was far from usual. Normally this would have been poured on the head. To use it on the feet is probably
a mark of humility. To attend to the feet was a menial task, one assigned to a slave. One might well speculate
that Jesus had turned this woman from her sinful ways and that all this was the expression of her love and
gratitude. The form of conditional sentence he used implies in the Greek a that Jesus was not a prophet, and b
that he did not know who and what sort of woman was touching him. Given that Simon the Pharisee had not
spoken aloud v. The Greek word used is charizomai. Jesus proceeded to contrast her attitude with that of his
host. It now comes out that, though Simon had invited Jesus to his home, he had not given him the treatment
due to an honored guest. Similarly in place of the kiss of welcome that might have been expected from the
host cf. Her love is the consequence of her forgiveness. This is also the meaning demanded by the parable in
vv. It is natural to think of Simon. He certainly had shown little love and the implication is that he had not
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been forgiven very much. There is an ambiguity in the Greek of verse This, however, contradicts both the
parable, where forgiveness leads to love, not vice versa, and the final statement in verse 47 little forgiveness
leads to little love. Your sins are forgiven: Luke tells us that this provoked a discussion among the guests. The
forgiveness of sins was a divine prerogative. His interest was with the woman: Abingdon Press, Joel B. Green,
The Gospel of Luke. Liturgical Press, Dianne Bergant and Robert J. Eerdmans, Brian Stoffregen, Scripture
Commentary at http:
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3: Resentment and Forgiveness - SoberRecovery : Alcoholism Drug Addiction Help and Information
- For those who work in lowly jobs shunned by others, for those who have unhealthy and dangerous tasks, for those who
care for the old and the handicapped, that we may appreciate them and that the Lord may help them, let us pray: R/
Lord, in you we trust.

But how can conversion take place? Sometimes, we wish that we could experience something extraordinary,
like a lightning bolt that comes from heaven, similar to that of the experience of Moses at Horeb or Paul at
Damascus. Yet for most of us, our experience of the wonders and powers of God are not that dramatic. Does it
mean therefore that we would never have the grace for conversion? For the way of the Lenten program is via
the ordinary way of fasting, prayer and almsgiving. Conversion and healing take place gradually in most
instances, just like leprosy, which affects us gradually. All that is required from us is a humble faith in God.
This message is brought out in both scripture readings today. We have the example of the faith of the little girl
captured from Israel who became a servant of Naaman. In spite of being held captive, she bore no hatred or
resentment. Instead, she trusted in the divine providence of her Lord. So faith-filled was she that she could
show compassion for Naaman. She believed in God in spite of the fact that she lived in exile in a foreign land.
It was her faith that gave her a compassionate heart. In contrast, we have the King of Israel who supposedly
had experienced the power of God in his life and in his kingdom. God had liberated them from the slavery of
the Egyptians. But instead of trusting in the power of God, he was more concerned about his own needs and
his throne. Hence, when he received the letter from the envoy of the king of Aram to help his servant Naaman,
he immediately suspected that the king was trying to pick a quarrel with him. Clearly, the king of Israel had no
faith in God; hence he lived in fear and lacked compassion for others. Naaman however had some faith in
God. But his faith needed to be purified. He expected God to work wonders in a spectacular manner. Thus he
became indignant when told to wash himself seven times in the Jordan River. He felt humiliated and left in a
rage, because he thought: Surely Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, are better than any water in
Israel? Could I not bathe in them and become clean? It was the humility of his servants that convinced him
that he should not test the power of God. In the gospel, we are given a synthesis of faith and compassion.
During the time of Jesus, the people had no faith, like the king of Israel. But also like Naaman, they wanted
Jesus to prove Himself by working miracles and wonders in their midst. They failed both in faith, in humility
and therefore in compassion. They could not accept Jesus, the son of a carpenter, to be their prophet. However,
Jesus refused to submit to their desire for spectacular means to prove His divinity. He is the kingdom of God
in human lowliness. God wants to come to us in human and ordinary ways. Jesus would perform miracles only
out of compassion for the sick, the poor and needy, not for Himself or for His self-interest. This God who
comes to us is not self-centered and egoistic. For Jesus, His miracles are performed for all, including the
Gentiles, the Syrians and the Sidonians. Jesus, like God, is not so insecure and narrow-minded in love that He
would reserve His love and kindness only to the chosen people. He trusted in His Father who will protect Him
from harm. Rather, we are called to surrender ourselves in humility to whatever ways the Lord wants to work
in our lives. We must be contented with the ordinary means of salvation. God can work wonders only if we
have faith and humility. What is said of the water that cleansed and healed Naaman must also be said of the
spiritual exercises recommended by the Church during the season of Lent. A deep devotion to the Divine
Mercy or a pious devotion to the Stations of the Cross surely can help us to experience the love and mercy of
God, evoking in us repentance and conversion. Of course, we must not forget the discipline of doing penance,
fasting and prayer, especially praying and meditating on the scriptures. We must make use of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation or daily participation of the Eucharist. These are the proven means to help us grow in holiness
and live a life of grace. He was simply too ordinary for them. We too, sometimes cannot accept the fact that
we have so many ordinary prophets around us in this community. A correction that comes from a concerned
colleague at work is not accepted simply because he does not have the authority. Instead we become defensive
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like the contemporaries of Jesus. We react like them by retaliating instead. Why must we only listen to
authority? Are we missing out opportunities of grace for conversion? Yes, this extraordinary God of ours is
extraordinary only because He is so ordinary. He comes to us in the incarnation, in the life, passion and death
of Jesus to reveal to us His greatness in ordinariness. He wants us to experience His power according to our
humanity and struggles. Happy are we who are humble enough to receive His grace and extraordinary love
through such ordinary means. God is truly great because He works in such ordinary ways, leaving us the
freedom to respond in faith. Leprosy can be compared with sin â€” it starts small, gets worse and ultimately
causes death. We ourselves cannot cure it. King Aram provided Naaman with a letter to take to the King of
Israel to request his help in curing the commander of his army, and many gifts of gold, silver and clothing to
pass on. He was disgusted at the news that he was to dip in the filthy river Jordan seven times â€” his home
rivers of Abana and Pharpar were much cleaner. This is a blessing at any time of the year, but during Lent it
takes on an additional richness. Throughout these forty days we share with one another many outward signs of
the season: All of these gestures and trappings build camaraderie and strengthen the sense that we are, indeed,
a universal Church. Even deeper than this is the essential truth that Lent condenses and intensifies: Having the
ability to share our Lenten journey with our fellow pilgrims helps to draw us out of our self-absorption and
myopia, and to see the true purpose of the Great Fast reflected in the prayers and actions of our brothers and
sisters in Christ. For some, this particular Lent carries an added significance. I am speaking of those men and
women who are the candidates and catechumens of the Church. I have the pleasure of following on Twitter
several individuals who on Easter will be entering into the fullness of the Faith. As we approach the halfway
point, their example of joy in the Lord and eager anticipation of Easter, combined with a timely Scriptural
passage, have caused me step back and contemplate Lent with fresh eyes.
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4: b. Prayer - Fasting - Alms-Giving - catholicmeditationssite
He joined the group of approximately 50, Jews (Ezra ) who returned to Jerusalem around B.C. in the wake of the decree
for Israel's release issued by the Persian ruler, Cyrus the Great (Ezra ).

Back end front, and all that. I think that would handle the phenomenon. And put it in its place. But the church,
in [ More than any of the other sins, anger can be seen to be good, can perhaps even begin by being good.
Jesus himself was angry, brandishing his whip and thrillingly overturning tables: It would seem to run in the
family; by far the angriest character in the Old Testament is God. Of all the sins, only anger is connected in the
common tongue to its twinned, entwined virtue: Impossible even to begin to imagine such a phrase made with
the others: The directive did not come from the God, the Father, as is most usual for me. Instead, it came from
his son, Jesus. I felt, almost immediately, how different a command from Jesus was from one from his
glorious father. I trusted it more, if that is the right word. Nelson Mandela, Address Forgiveness is only
slightly less ancient than sin. Yet we are much less experienced in the craft of pardoning than we are in the
practice of wrongdoing. There is a cycle of misconduct that diminishes everyone. Over and over again we
commit transgressions by the shameful things we do and the righteous things we leave undone. Wounded, our
instinct is to lash out, even though we have a desperate need both to give and receive forgiveness. Yet
alongside the perpetual circle of wrongdoing [ Long In this essay I want to contest the claim that the Christian
faith, as one of the major world religions, predominantly fosters violence, and to argue, instead, that it should
be seen as a contributor to more peaceful social environments. I will not argue that the Christian faith was not
and is not often employed to foster violence. Obviously, such an argument cannot be plausibly made; not only
have Christians committed atrocities and other lesser forms of violence but they have also drawn on religious
beliefs to justify them. Neither will I argue that the Christian faith has been historically less associated with
violence than other major religions; I am not at all [ Many had already been working in their churches, most of
which are very small and poor. They bore in their lives the heavy burdens of a [ The consciousness drinks in
what it needs. The Divine empowers and purifies in the midst of the ordinary. In the midst of this plethora of
nourishments that feed soul making, I single out two: Forgiveness I liken to a flushing out of the soul, an
intentional release of toxins that could make us incapable of the nourishment that prayer is. Unforgiveness
covers the ground with shards of broken glass. The answer is that Jesus also reframes how we find a way out
of our impasse and it is not through an increased commitment to some external set of regulations. For Jesus,
religion is an expression of devotion to a deity who has already bestowed his good graces upon his people.
Watch carefully and see how cleverly he [ If a person has hurt you, Christ waits to say today through you the
same words he spoke two thousand years ago at the cost of pain and life. Pick one person who has hurt you
one you are not grateful for and would like to change. Recreate in your imagination the scene of the hurt until
you can feel anger, fear, and the reaction you had when first hurt. Share these feelings with Christ. What I am
referring to is opening ourselves up to someone who has hurt us badly, in order to advance forgiveness on our
part, and being told by that person that we are wrong to be upset by what happened. And then might finish up
with, How can you blame me for what happened to you? This may come from rapists. Or from someone who
beat us. Or degraded us for years. Betrayal can come from so many directions, and affect us profoundly. It can
be found anywhere. And when we become aware of our reaction to those serious injuries that we wish [ Your
sins are forgiven. In any and all of these, one also sins against God. The forgiveness of sins is the restoration
of right relationships. It is a crucial practice of reconciliation. To show that he has the [ May You wash away
my impurity. O Sun of Justice, give sight to the blind. O Eternal Healer, cure the wounded. O King of Kings,
restore the despoiled. O Mediator of God and man, reconcile the sinful. O Good Shepherd, lead back the
straying. O most merciful God, call back the one who flees, draw back the one who resists, lift up the one who
falls, support the one who stands, and accompany the one who walks. Do not forget those who forget You. Do
not desert those who desert You. Do not despise those who sin against You. For in sinning, [ Everyone says
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forgiveness is a lovely idea, until they have something to forgive. My self-esteem plummeted and my
Christian faith, somehow, became less fulfilling and available to me. Psychotherapy started me on an
unexpected journey to self-discovery and ultimately forgiveness. In this chapter I will offer my journey in
order to encourage others to find what is hidden within their lives and to give therapists an understanding of
the complexity of any process towards [ Indeed, the radical decision of conversion involves by its very nature
the will to achieve this integration. According to Karl Rahner, the gift of conversion is intended to draw into
its sphere of [ Part of this is a natural spiritual law: We have all sinned and, as a sign that we believe God will
forgive us out of his compassion and goodness, we must be willing to pass that forgiveness on to others and
break the chain of hate that affects the whole human race. Why do I introduce reconciliation here? My
observation is that forgiveness is only one step although of central importance within a wider process for
which I use the term reconciliation. I hope to be able to explain this in the following part. On the side of the
victims we find a history of shaming which also [ Do you really need a pencil? It sounded to me as though
this, to the boy, had already been explained quite clearly. I watched the librarian, who appeared even to me to
have no [ We are thankful for times of stillness which allow us to listen to that holy river of prayer flowing in
the heart; for the presence of Your Holy Spirit within, the Spirit who prays [ We are not worthy so much as to
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord, whose property is always to have mercy:
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that
our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed through his most precious blood, and
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. The Prayer of Humble Access. Written by Thomas Cranmer
for the newly forming Anglican Church. A prayer that has been said, while kneeling, for centuries. And yet
when I was a child I choked on [ Along with a few other things on Earth, they make life almost worth living, I
find. It began when I was very young, and it has been my definition all my life. And so now, God bless God,
the tables have turned on me and I am to look, to study, to probe my humanness. Myself as one who interacts
with other people. And I want, to be honest, to just sit here and stammer. You get the drift. Something to sink
my spiritual teeth into. I found that I liked snippets of the prayers offered, and decided to use them for the
basis of my rosary prayers. So, instead of praying everyday the same prayer as I worked completely through it,
I changed my rosary prayer every Monday morning. There were concepts that belong entirely to God. And
there were concepts that belong entire to man. And, then, there they were: Love being the biggest one I
noticed. How could it be if at least one aspect of [ A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and
traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living.

Page 7

1 SELF ACCUSATION, (2 FORGIVENESS OF OTHERS, (3 PRAYER, (4
ALMSGIVING, (B HUMILITY. pdf
5: Indulgence - Wikipedia
34 INTERPERSONAL FORGIVENESS AS AN EXAMPLE OF LOVING replacement, by definition (Worthington & Wade,
) is the sine qua non of emotional forgiveness.

This period admits the lapsed to reconciliation. Carthage and Rome the two centres. Cyprian the dominating
figure. The edict of Decius. Extent of the persecution. A new situation created. A new remedy demanded.
Result for all expulsion. The difficult position of Cyprian in face of the demand for reconciliation.
Reconciliation at death first indicated from Rome. The clamour for reconciliation at Carthage. The magnitude
of this claim at Carthage. Cyprian declines to anticipate a council. Comparison of this position with that of the
Roman clergy. Case of those lapsed persons who were left to die unreconciled. Restrictions of the privileges of
the martyrs. Did the martyrs simply intercede, or did they convey the grace of reconciliation? Lapsed persons
subsequently confessing Christ under persecution restore peace to themselves. Irregular reconciliations by
some of the clergy. It is exercised in minoribus peccatis. It comprises a pamitentia, b exomologesis, c
imposition of hands. Not the modern system. The ministers of Penance. Confessions made to the bishop. The
presbyters join in the public laying on of hands. They reconcile in oases of urgency. A deacon is also
empowered to reconcile in urgent cases. Notification received from Rome of the election of Cornelius. Further
advices from Rome. Rulings of the council in the matter of the lapsed: Cyprian loyal to the council. His ruling
as to those who recover after reconciliation. Progress of events at Rome. First letter of the Roman clergy to
Carthage A. Second letter of the Roman clergy written by Novatian A. This admits the penitent apostate to
communion at death, but ignores the claims of the martyrs. Who the Roman clergy were. Different tempers of
the oonfeesors at Rome and at Carthage. The Roman church rejects the claim of the confessors. Case of
Etecusa and Candida. Cornelius elected bishop and consecrated A. Schismatic consecration of Novatian.
Novatianism and the Novatianist sect. Stare super antiquas vias. Novatianism marks the last stand made for
the policy of severity. The Catholio Church now claims her full prerogative. Cyprian encourages his flock at
Carthage. Rapidity of the concessions made in two and a half years. The persecution under Gallus did not
prove to be severe. Of no avail unless the penitence be adequate. Too facile reception merely hinders
salvation. It is God, not man, Who pardons. The unreal penitence of many self-indulgent penitents. Cyprian
values the intervention of the martyrs. He values confession, satisfaction, and remission by the bishops. In
both cases an accession of grace is carried to the credit of the penitent. Tertullian had argued that as no one
expects the Church to reconcile apostates or homicides, she should not reconcile adulterers. The same answer
everywhere, that they might be received among the faithful, but not again exercise their ministry. Case of
Basilidee and Martialis. No place among the clergy for any lapsed persons. Bishops should strive that none
should perish out of the Church by their fault. But corrupt members are not so to be gathered in that the sound
are injured. Novatian encouraged the penance of the lapsed, while with-holding reconciliation upon earth.
Author possibly Xystus Sixtus II. The Schism an accomplished fact. Some who had lapsed in the Decian
persecution had conquered in a second trial. Exhortation to confession and satisfaction. The door of pardon is
open. But has features which indicate a date con temporary with Novatian. The writer maintains the position
of the Church against Novatian. Novatian admits to penance not reconciliation those whom his statements bar
from reconciliation hereafter. The two churches of Rome and Carthage lead Western Christendom. The
reconciliation of the apostate now admitted for all time. An apostate reconciled at death. The church of
Antioch. Council at Antioch under Demetrianus, A. Rigorism rejected in the Catholic Church Novatianism as
a sect. Its existence registers a great struggle. Importance of this dramatic change of attitude. Yet diverse
opinions still. In the present chapter will be considered a S. Gregory Thaumaturgus, and the beginnings of the
penitential grades ; b The Syriao Didaacalia Apoatolorum source of Apostolic Constitutions, i-vi. The
Canonical Epistle c. The five grades of penance enumerated in the eleventh chapter: The part in the Liturgy
permitted to each grade of penitent. The grades not invented by S. Their original purpose not for penitents, but
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for catechumens. References to the grades in the body of S. The system of Neo-Caasarea greek text. Detailed
consideration of the epistle as regards its application of the grades of penance. Recapitulation of the grades,
and of the place of each in the Liturgy. Balsamon assigns the outlining of the five grades to S. Gregory, but
not the duration of the penances. The Didaacalia is the foundation of the first six books of the Apostolic
Constitutions. It may probably be assigned to Syria in the third century. Some provincial town not far from
Palestine, as in Ccelesyria or on the Arabian border. Contents of the Didaacalia. Position of the bishop. It is
one of supremacy and control.
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6: Love and forgiveness: lessons | friarmusings
3) absolution- prayers by the priest- takes away sin 4) penance- prayer, fasting, good works, almsgiving, and/or servicerepairs harm done and reestablished good habits (not a punishment) What are the six elements of a good confession?

The Lord said to Satan: May the Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! He joined the group of
approximately 50, Jews Ezra 2: That group of returning exiles was led by Zerubbabel Ezra 2: The group got
off to a good start by building a new altar. Then they finished laying the foundation for the new temple in B.
However, problems arose some external, some internal and the great work stalled for more than fifteen years
Ezra 4: Only when Zechariah and his fellow prophet Haggai were inspired by God to motivate the people to
finish the temple did it get completed Ezra 5: The priesthood for the new temple was led by a High Priest
named Joshua, the Joshua mentioned in our text verse. Whereas Zerubbabel was in charge of the civil
leadership of the reconstituted Israel, Joshua the High Priest was in charge of the spiritual leadership. Joshua,
in his role as High Priest, is serving as the representative of the entire group of Jews who have returned to
Jerusalem, built a new temple, and established a new priesthood. After all, this is the same defiled gene pool
that rebelled against you decades ago and caused you to allow the Babylonians to come in and carry them off
as prisoners of war. Do you mean to tell me that you are going to bring this corrupted, morally impure group
back under your protection and blessing? The whole vision plays off the Mosaic law. According to that law, if
one man brought an accusation of wrongdoing against another man, both men were to stand before the priests
and judges and let the case be heard Deuteronomy And what was that verdict? Then the Lord made wonderful
promises to Joshua and Israel, promises that included the coming of the Messiah and extended into the
glorious kingdom age when the Messiah will rule over all the earth Zechariah 3: Of course, this righteousness
we wear is not our own; it is the righteousness of Jesus imputed to us. Get it through your head that you no
longer stand before God in the filthy garments of your sinful flesh. All of your sins, whatever they may be,
have been forgiven by way of the shed blood of Jesus Christ, the one who died on a Roman cross to pay your
sin debt Ephesians 1: Instead, He will render it based upon the righteousness produced by the sinless life and
substitutionary death of Jesus. This makes any heavenly court date you have with Satan a slam dunk win for
you.
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7: Resentment and Forgiveness | A Russian Orthodox Church Website
Part of growing in humility involves what St Dorotheos of Gaza calls 'self-accusation'. Self-accusation is a habit we can
incorporate into our prayer life, in fact many of us already do by way of an examination of conscience.

She and her husband had launched out on a new venture that, so far at least, has not worked out, putting them
in some financial difficulty. A friend at their church urged them to consider applying for help from a fund set
up for that purpose I am leaving out some identifying details. Even though they never actually received any
money from the church, some other people including some in leadership accused them of being only
concerned about getting their own needs met. This has been very painful for our friends to endure. What do
you do when you are unfairly accused? What do you do when you unfairly accused by people you know and
love and thought you could trust? Because it is personal, the pain is much greater. How does a Christian
respond in that situation? I started off by thinking about my friends and then broadened out to consider biblical
principles that apply to all of us when we are unfairly accused. Remember what Jesus said. The world
crucified the Lord of Glory so we should not be surprised when the world attacks those who follow him. Some
of these attacks will come against our faith. Sometimes our motives will be questioned. Sometimes our words
will be twisted. Sometimes we will be ostracized for our views. Sometimes we will be deliberately misquoted.
The point to remember here is that these things will happen from time to time. This hit me with great force
recently as I was reading Ephesians. The book is evenly divided between three chapters of theology and three
chapters of practical application. When Paul finishes his soaring doctrinal treatise that makes up Ephesians ,
the one that ends with the reminder that God is able to do far beyond anything we could ask or imagine
Ephesians 3: Check out Ephesians 4: Patiently put up with each other and love each other. We should not be
overly surprised when despite our best efforts our actions are criticized and our motives are questioned. Speak
the truth as graciously as possible. There are times when we need to speak the truth, but in those moments we
must speak the truth in love. Sometimes the Lord uses these very painful times to move us on to new
ministries and new areas of service, and sometimes to a new church altogether. Fight against becoming a
victim. We make a mistake in trying always to clear ourselves. We desperately need that reminder when we
are under attack. Unless we guard our own heart, we will soon be down in the gutter with our opponents. In
the Internet age, anyone with a computer can make any sort of ugly attack, post it on the Internet and hide
behind a cloak of anonymity. Technology has made it too easy to say whatever we want and then post it on
Facebook or YouTube or a discussion board. So our challenge must be to guard our own heart when we are
under attack. How do we do that? Here are a few suggestions. Stay in the Word. Repeat the promises of God.
Listen to Christian music. Hang out with positive people. Ask your friends to hold you accountable for how
you respond. Pray that Christ might be magnified in your life. Stay busy serving others. Pray for those who
have unfairly accused you. Forgive and forgive and forgive. I remember meeting a pastor for lunch one day. I
knew that he had gone through a hard time, but I had no idea how bad it was. People he thought were his
friends had turned against him in a series of public, repeated, vicious attacks. They not only attacked him, they
also attacked his wife. There were threats, ugly phone calls, rumors, gossip, lies spread about him. It was the
worst story of local church conflict that I have ever heard. What does forgiveness look like when your
character has been assassinated? How had he found the strength to keep on going? The turning point came
when he went to his office, got on his knees, and named his enemies one by one. Did it change things? No, not
really, not the outward situation, but it made a huge difference in his own heart. And he continues to pray and
to forgive to this very day. But I do believe in forgiving again and again and again. Better to come back to the
place of forgiveness than to live in the swamp of bitterness. Harboring resentment is like drinking poison and
hoping the other guy will die. There is a better way. If someone objects that forgiveness costs too much, I
simply reply that unforgiveness costs much more. I recommend that simple prayer of forgiveness,
understanding that when we forgive those who have sinned against us, we are only doing what Christ did
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when he forgave us first. He made no threats. I submit to you that this is not a natural way to live. When we
are insulted, our natural inclination is to return an insult for an insult. But Jesus chose another way. When he
stood before Pilate and Herod, and when he faced the jeering mob, he uttered no insults, he made no threats.
You find out what you really believe when others mistreat you. What was his secret? How did he do it? But
the Bible turns that upside down. You are to think of others first. Let me ask you a question. Do you think
Jesus was a helpless victim that day at Calvary? He was the Son of God. He had the power to call down a
legion of angels to set him free. He had but to say the word and all of heaven would come to his aid. But he
never said that word. Consider carefully two quotes from Christian leaders of an earlier generation. The first
comes from the renowned British Bible teacher F. We should be wiser to go straight on, humbly doing the
next thing, and leaving God to vindicate us. At such times it is very difficult not to act on the policy of the
men around us in the world. They at once appeal to law and force and public opinion. But the believer takes
his case into a higher court and lays it before his God. That is exactly what Jesus did and it is exactly what we
are called to do. Beware of the thought that Jesus needed sympathy in His earthly life; He refused sympathy
from others because He knew far too wisely that no one on earth understood what He was going through. God
plants His saints in some of the most useless places. God puts His saints where they will glorify Him most,
and we are no judges at all of where that is. If that is true, then even the worst that others do to us somehow
serves a higher purpose. Certainly one part of that higher purpose must be to demonstrate to the world how a
child of God reacts when we are crushed under an avalanche of unfairness. The cross of Christ made no sense
at the time. It seemed like a terrible injustice had been done for no purpose at all. Yet when man did his worst,
God did his best. Out of the monstrous murder of the Son of God, salvation came to the world. We are going
to heaven because a good man was falsely accused. We are saved because he did not try to save himself. We
are forgiven through the bloody death of an innocent man. When man did his worst, God did his best. By his
stripes we are healed.
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8: When You Are Unfairly Accused | Keep Believing Ministries
Plot: Based on the Gospel of Luke, this depiction of the life of Christ - "The Jesus Film Project" - is considered one of the
greatest evangelistic tools of all time. Since , it is believed that more than million people worldwide have indicated
decisions to follow Jesus after viewing this film.

Prayer of Thanksgiving Psalm Since its source is the actions of God, thanksgiving declares positively both
that He is the Giver of every good and perfect gift and that to the believer every gift is good, perfect and
acceptable. Thank God every day for at least one specific thing in the following areas of life and tell Him why
you are thankful: Material possessions house, car, shoes, etc. Praise and thanksgiving please the heart of God.
No one way, mood, intensity or bodily expression is more right than any other. The only determining factor to
God is the heartfelt, Spirit-led expression from an individual or group of individuals. This also involves
yielding to the control of the Holy Spirit as I respond to His invitations to a fruitful and obedient life.
Introspection and surrender mark this time of response. It is a season of pledged obedience to the will and
Word of God, desiring the accomplishment of His will in our lives. Prayer is My Response to the Will of God.
The will of God is not only the highest good, the greatest achievement and the best any person could hope for
in this life, it is also the command of God. Therefore, because God is God, and God is our loving Heavenly
Father, prayer becomes that time when I seek Him, not to bring Him to my viewpoint, but to bring myself to
His, by the discovery of His will and way. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Truly, truly I say to
you, if you shall ask the Father for anything, He will give it to you in My name. Until now you have asked for
nothing in My name; ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be made full. The Scriptures abound in
invitations from God to pray, and in promises to those who accept: He brought me up out of the pit of
destruction, out of the miry clay; and He set my feet upon a rock making my footsteps firm. Let your heart be
still. Listen to see if God wants to speak to you. He will instruct him in the way he should choose. The sheep
hear His voice, and He calls His own sheep by name, and leads them out And a stranger they simply will not
follow, but will flee from him, because they do not know the voice of strangers. Salvation is a prerequisite for
listening to God. When you believe God has spoken, write it down to keep from forgetting. Requests Inward
"Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. This
involves a period of heartfelt requests with the themes of resources and relationships. Of course, Jesus had just
said our Father knows our needs before we ask Matthew 6: This is not a time of informing God of our needs as
much as it is a conscious trust in God as the perfect definer and provider of our needs. It involves prayer about
personal requests and the concerns of others. This focus also includes corporate concerns, such as
congregational challenges or broader issues in the body of Christ. In all this, recognize that, " I ask
specifically, and He answers specifically. It is your response to the power and wisdom of God, your Heavenly
Father. As children, we didn? Take God at His word as your Father with this same childlike faith. He always
answers; and even though His answer might be? Learn the difference between no answer Psalm The Holy
Spirit " If our obedience to God and our relationship with Him are up-to-date, then our needs and our desires
fall into line with His will and He will answer. I do not know how to go out or come in Look upon my
affliction and my trouble, And forgive all my sins Guard my soul and deliver me: Do not let me be ashamed,
for I take refuge in You. Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him
with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord
will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him. Nor chasten me in Your wrath.
Return, O Lord, rescue my soul; Save me because of Your lovingkindness I am weary with my sighing; Every
night I make my bed swim, I dissolve my couch with my tears. I pray that my eyes may be enlightened, so that
I may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,
and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. It is praying specific blessings for
specific people. Below are some Scripture commands; there are many others: It has been the delight of the
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devil to destroy entire ministries by attacks of criticism or accusation. When you begin to pray for others â€”
members of your family, fellow believers â€” you can pray Ephesians 1: I pray that you open their eyes that
they might know what is the hope of your calling, the joy of being a Christian, and to know what is your
inheritance and the greatness of your power that is working in them. Pray for others as specifically as you
know how and as the Holy Spirit leads. As you pray for them, visualize them as helped by Christ. Then,
faithfully record how God answers your prayers. Your faith will deepen and grow as you experience God
working in the lives of others. He is pleased when we obey Him in faith. He is pleased when we claim His
promises. He is pleased when we follow in His footsteps. He is pleased when we join Him in His work. He is
pleased when we pray for them. He is pleased when we allow Him to help us. He is pleased when we take the
time to do this.
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9: Pillars of Lent: Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving - Indian Catholic Matters
1. O Lord, righteousness belongs to You, but we are ashamed. We, Your people all over the world, have sinned against
You. 2. We confess our sins and the sins of our forefathers. We have sinne.

But what if anger and resentment have already poisoned our relationship with someone else? What then are we
to do? Both the Gospels and the Holy Fathers tell us that we are to humble ourselves and seek reconciliation.
But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother will be in danger of the judgmentâ€¦. Therefore, if you
bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift
there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift
Matt. The Holy Fathers tell us that, in order to be reconciled to someone with whom we are at odds, the first
thing we are to do is to accuse ourselves,not the other person. If we do not accuse ourselves, we will never
find rest, and we will never make true and lasting peace with our neighbor. We will always be holding onto
our pride. Abba Dorotheus provides us with a good example of this from his own experience as the Superior
of a monastery. I guess this is why my heart does not have full confidence in him, as the Holy Fathers say. Do
you see their perverse way of thinking? God knows how sorry I am about this; that we take the sayings of the
Holy Fathers to excuse our own will and the destruction of our souls. Each of these brothers had to throw the
blame on the otherâ€¦. What they really ought to do is just the opposite. The first ought to say: We remain all
the time against one another, grinding one another down. Because each considers himself right and excuses
himself, all the while keeping none of the Commandments yet expecting his neighbor to keep the lot! But if, in
scrutinizing himself, he sees that he has given no cause in any of these ways at that moment, it is likely that at
another time he has offended him either in the same circumstances or in others, or perhaps he has offended
another brother and he would want to suffer on that account or for some other wrongdoing. If he examines
himself in the fear of God and gropes about diligently in his own conscience, he will always find cause for
accusing himself. It comes from the wonderful book Counsels for Life: Epiphanios Theodoropolos, who
reposed in In this book we read: Epiphanios was deeply grieved and declared this to him. Epiphanios and
calling him passionate, bitter, envious, egotistical, etc. Bowing and speechless, the Elder listened to him. And,
furthermore, if you open my heart, you will see that I am worse than what you call me. Our apology should
rather be unconditional. We need to acknowledge our own sins, not call attention to the sins of another. As the
above examples indicate, if we are at odds with another person, we should not wait for the other person to
come to us in repentance before we ourselves apologize. It sometimes happens that a person who is older or of
a higher rank will think that his inferior should apologize first. But our Lord Jesus Christ has never said that
the lesser one should first ask for forgiveness. If the younger one does not have the sense to take the first step
toward reconciliation, then by all means the one who is older or in higher rank should be the first to humble
himself. A moving example of such humility is found in the Life of St. John the Merciful, Patriarch of
Alexandria, who lived in the seventh century. John was serving the Divine Liturgy, he suddenly remembered
that one of his subordinates from the lower clergy was angry with him for something. John, the Patriarch, left
the holy throne, called the lower clergyman to himself, and fell at his feet, asking him for forgiveness. John
showed by example that even those with higher status can ask first for forgiveness and that the humility of the
greater affects their subordinates very powerfully. He did not want to accept his explanations for anything. So
he went to the Elder, full of anger, and showered him with a storm of accusations and curses. As he peeled an
apple, the Elder listened to him silently till the end. Then the Elder stopped him and told him: Life has many
changes. I have already forgotten them. We are not at peace with ourselves because we are not at peace with
God.
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