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Nicks living daughter Jan shared a scanned signed document with me. It was suggested to me by a few of the
younger generation of the Kooy family that I write an article from their time of arrival in the U. I will give a
brief summary of their trip to North Dakota then carry on through the first cousins. As some of you know
Aunt Dora Vanassen has a book out on her life in America and her Missionary work. She also gives an
account of the trip to America. I am not trying to compete with her, but some of the younger people said they
would like to have a brief story of the travels to America. The information I have comes from members of the
family. Wilma and I also traveled to Belfield, North Dakota. They showed us the history of the immigrants
who came there. Klaas Kooi, "Grampa", was born Nov. Elizabeth Gortsjak, "Grandma", was born Oct. They
were married in or , the date I am not sure of. After having a family of ten children, one, Maria, passed away
in 19O4, they decided in Feb. I want to say that Uncle Nick went to America before the others, he went in
More on him as I write about the next generation. After 1- to 2 weeks they arrived at Ellis Island. After going
through the legal work there, they went by train to North Dakota. They arrived there in late Feb. I understand
they had quite a tirne on the train. Our Grandpa had a time keeping them rounded up. There is some confusion
as to where they lived. I checked it out and most of the Dutch families lived in Belfield, ND, which is a short
distance from Dickerson, the main shopping town. The museum and history is in Betfield. The understanding
we got there was that many of the families there had help buying their tickets from wealthy Dutch investors,
who owned thousands of acres of land in North Dakota, to be developed. I am not sure if the Kooys were in
this group. I can telI you that from grandpa down aII of them worked hard. Piet, Bill, Lena, Tillie and Betsy.
After school the girls, including Betsy, did house work. That is a brief story about the Kooys up to and
through North Dakota. I will write about each one of them through the first cousins, after their arrival- in
California in October, In the past few years, after Wilma and I retired, we have traveled through North Dakota
etc. After visiting some of the next generation I was asked by some of them if I would follow on with the
family after they arrived in California. After my recent visits with Dennis Johnston and Harvey Kooy they
both said it would be nice to write more about the family after they arrived in California. Also, I understand
that Kim Ulrich was interested. What I am going to do is bring it up to date as far as my generation, the first
cousins. If the younger people want to carry it on from there, it is their choice. Folks, the first thing I would
like to say is that you will note I am not a professional writer. AIso, everything I will write about the family
was told to me by family members and information I gathered in our travels. If some of the things I write such
as names, dates, etc. What I will do is start with the oldest and go in order. I will refer to them by name
because they did not become Aunts and Uncles during this time. I believe your younger members of the
family will find it very interesting as you read what the family did and how well things went, through good
times and bad times. I want to just add that Klaas and Elisabeth Kooy had 12 children in 24 years. The rest of
the family all arrived in California. As I write about each member of the family I will- say who they married,
but not having the dates I will skip that. He and a few buddies came ahead of the rest of the family. I believe
they aII came to Corcoron, an area which is close to Hanford. He married Hendrika Van Assen and they had
four children. They spent most of their life farming and also had a chicken ranch. They had four children:
Elisabeth Courtway born in Salida, Ca. Clarence Kooy born in Gault, Ca. Dine Pederson born in Gault, Ca.
They alI arrived in the Corcoran area where Nick was. Piet married Minnie Rowe. They had a dairy and later
had a chicken ranch. Piet also worked in the ship yard during WWII. They had two children: Annabelle
Toombs born in Gault, Ca. Everret Kooy born in Gault, Ca. BiIl married Eunice Sauls, who had four sons
from a previous marriage. I believe they were aII born in the Modesto area. Bill worked for the county fire
department for most of his life. An added note on BiII. He said he had three buddies all named Gerrit, so he
chose the name BiII to make things easier. Lena passed away with the flu in I would like to add a little extra
to the Hoogendoorn life. In they moved to Iowa to live and farm. They moved back to Southern California in
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May of Piet was all ready to go in the dairy business in Artesia, California when the big earthquake of hit
Long Beach, So they packed up and moved to Ripon. From that time on they all became farmers. She married
Tom Hendriks in Hanford. She met him in North Dakota in , when she was an 11 year old girI. He worked on
the same farm as the Kooy family did. They met again 5 years later at a town Christmas party in Corcoran.
Tom and Tillie were dairymen and chicken ranchers most of their lives in Southern California. They had six
children: Elisabeth "Betsy" Arrived in Corcoran with family in October, She married John Van Donk. They
were farmers most of their lives in the Ripon area. They had a vegetable and fruit market and John was also a
butcher. Maria Hendrika Arrived in Corcoran with the family in October, Married to Dean Smith. I believe
Maria was a registered nurse. Dean was in construction. He was a finish carpenter and also a crew foreman.
He still did a Iot of work after retirement for the church, etc. Dora Willimina Arrived in Corcoran with the
family in October, Married to Herman Vanassen. They were farmers in the early part of their marriage. As
many of you know, they both became involved in missionary work. After Herman passed away, Dora traveled
aII over doing missionary work. She has a book out covering the work. Nellie Kooy The first of the family
born in the U. She married Hank Richardson. Hank was an inspector both in the Manteca and Avery, Ca. I
believe he was a health and food inspector in Manteca, and was a building inspector in Avery. They raised two
foster children from teenagers to adults. John William Born in Corcoran, Ca.
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Miss Converse, is the daughter of John Converse, whose home is a few miles from Coulterville. The groom is
a young stockman of Groveland, Tuolumne county. The couple were married at the parsonage of the South
Methodist Church, the Rev. Fenton performing the ceremony. The couple left for Coulterville, where they will
reside. The bride is a very pretty little lady, not known here, however. The groom is an industrious young
man; has been employed in the Salida vicinity for some time. He has some mining properties near
Coulterville, and will put in the winter developing them. Only three years into their marriage, Lottie Converse
Elliott died of consumption pulmonery tuberculosis on November 21, , at the early age of Mariposa Gazette,
December 5, Mrs. Lottie Elliott passed away last Friday evening at the home of her parents, Mr. John
Converse on the Greely Hill. The deceased was stricken with consumption about two [months] ago and though
everything possible was done to relieve her all efforts were useless. Death called and his summons must be
obeyed. Elliott was a gentle and lovable disposition and her early death is greatly deplored by all who knew
her. She was a native of Mariposa county and about twenty-two years of age. Besides her parents she is
survived by five brothers and four sisters, and her husband and two young children. May He who does all
things wisely send the bereaved family strength to bear their great sorrow. Mariposa Gazette, December 5,
Elliott, Mrs. Lottie Our Heavenly Father, in his infinite wisdom, has visited our neighborhood and carried to
the great beyond, our neighbor, friend and schoolmate, Mrs. While the dear girl had been in ill health for
months, the parting in death was indeed a shock to her family and friends. The services were short but
impressive on account of the inclemency of the weather. The grave was a mound of beautiful flowers, floral
offerings from friends far and near, and showed the love the young woman left behind her. By , Todd
continued as a boarder in San Francisco, this time on 5th Street. Earl, then reported to be age 12 but likely 14 ,
was living as a boarder with a David R. Tragically, year-old son Earl committed suicide and was found dead
the night of June 19, , in his room in Oakland with a bullet wound over his heart. I am going the same way.
Petaluma police conducted a search for the girl, but at the time Todd expressed his disbelief in the story of the
girl and the letter and claimed no knowledge that his son had any girlfriends. The boy often asked about his
mother and expressed sorrow that she died in his infancy. Todd remarried to a "G. Ollie Elliott", a native of
Colorado who was about 11 years his junior, around and moved to Angels Camp, Calvaras County, California,
by He was 70 years old. Among the Muller children is a year old Louisa. By the census the couple removed to
Snelling, Merced County, with no children noted. She was 80 years old. Press Democrat, 21 Jun Cen E: He
lived on Greeley Hill his whole life, married Grace Lenore Covell on September 27, , and had six children on
the ranch:
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She just disappeared from the family in the s without a trace. No one ever knew where or when she died or
where she was buried. My years of searching have just run into dead ends, so I had given up. Today,
out-of-the-blue, a young lady called me and said that she had seen a photograph on AncientFaces and one of
the women in the photo was her grandmother! Little did I know that she had left a small child behind when
she died so young of TB. You can imagine our shock and excitement at finding each other and a whole new
family that we never knew existed. We only live one state away from each other and very soon plan to have all
family members meet to share our sides of "the story" and of course, many, many more picturesl AncientFaces
I hope you realize what a valuable service you provide and how grateful we are to have found you. I never
knew my biological family. My family is my mother and father who raised me. But, as I got older I got
curious about my heritage. Well, I get goosebumps just writing this, I have found my biological family
because of AncientFaces. It turns out my parents were too young when they had me and had to give me up.
My little sister knew I existed and wanted to find me but had no way of doing it. Thanks to you I am meeting
my little sister for the first time next month. We have received a much clearer photo of Captain Grant from his
Son. The picture we on AncientFaces is an old yellowed newspaper photo. I am attaching the new photo and
ask that you take the old one out and put the new clear picture in its place. With our Canadian Remembrance
Day here in 2 days - the timing could not be better. My long lost Aunt is now 86 years old and her Son and I
are talking by phone and e-mails. Captain Grant was his Father and died in France in and is buried there. By
posting pictures of the visit to his gravesite - we connected through one of his brothers. Amazing that our
prayers have been answered. Thank you -Beth B. I came home for lunch yesterday and decided to look at my
email before going back to work. I clicked on the link and the first search I did was for Woodruff, and Mamie
was the first picture that came up. I could hardly stand it. I was late getting back to work. I had to add
comments and write to you. Thank you for noticing her in the store and for the website. What are the chances
of this all just happening? It makes me feel as though you have been my friend forever. It certainly has given
me a connection to you, and I have a love for what you do. I have tried for many years to find anyone with that
name, and I have searched many genealogy web sites to no avail. Recently I was contacted by someone who
saw my pictures on AncientFaces who may well be a cousin. Considering the many years I have been
searching for the name Zemidat, I find this is absolutely amazing that I have finally found a family member.
Thank you AncientFaces -Ron D. I love AncientFaces, a while back I saw that you had labeled Garcia
surname pictures. They were my great aunts and my great-grandmother! Thank youâ€¦ -Angela M. There was
a time when even in the most modest households there were three cherished possessions, a family Bible. It
was usual for the family to gather in the parlour, generally on Sunday and talk, tell stories of family and
friends with the photos in the albums as illustration. Sadly in our modern electronic age we have fallen away
from the oral tradition and interest in history has waned. We are all grateful to you all for providing us with
this wonderful site.
4: History - Auditor-Controller - Stanislaus County
In the year , a newspaper at Knight's Ferry, the Stanislaus Index, published a notice of the organization of a volunteer
company called the Stanislaus Guard. This military unit was organized on December 29, , with a muster roll of sixty five
men and gave promise of becoming a very substantial unit of the California Militia.

5: California and Colorado Genealogy Books
Stanislaus County Military Records military roll, Stanislaus County, California Family History Library Civil War Veterans
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6: Stanislaus County CA Military Records
Stanislaus County vital records can be found at the California Office of Vital Records has copies of birth and death
records from July , marriage records that occurred from and , divorce records that occurred between and June, There is
a fee for each copy requested.

7: California, Voter Registers,
military roll, Stanislaus County, California Cecil E. Kilroy Brun family, Napa valley, from Hewitt family, San Francisco,
from The history of Del.

8: Thomas P. Sanderson () - Find A Grave Memorial
Gus Blavos was born on January 16, He died in January at 73 years old. We know that Gus Blavos had been residing in
Modesto, Stanislaus County, California.

9: Genealogue: CONVERSE Family History, III
California Genealogy - Records and Links. This state page of our website provides direct links to major databases and
historical titles and information found on California Genealogy, whether they exist on our site, or across the web.
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