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Background[ edit ] Western governments first considered the idea of boycotting the Moscow Olympics in
response to the situation in Afghanistan at the 20 December meeting of NATO representatives. The idea was
not completely new: The idea began to gain popularity in early January when Russian dissident Andrei
Sakharov called for a boycott. As Central Committee documents show, in addition to its own propaganda
efforts it was relying on the International Olympic Committee and its 89 member committees to behave as in
the past e. It noted that the government and National Olympic Committee of France had already stated a
willingness to participate. Killanin insisted that the Games should continue as scheduled, while President
Carter reaffirmed the US position. The world would perceive a boycott, it was argued, as little more than a
sentimental protest, not a strategic act. An African representative at the Bilderberg meeting voiced a different
view: Their support was not universal. The International Olympics Federations protested that the pressures by
the US and other supporting countries for the boycott was an inappropriate means to achieve a political end,
and the victims of this action would be the athletes. Responses by country and continent[ edit ] Boxer
Muhammad Ali was dispatched by the US administration to Tanzania , Nigeria , and Senegal to convince their
leaders to join the boycott. Some of these countries competed at the alternative " Liberty Bell Classic " or
Olympic Boycott Games held in Philadelphia that same year. The United Kingdom and France sent a much
smaller athletic delegation than would have originally been possible. The British associations that governed
equestrian sports, hockey, and yachting completely boycotted the summer Olympics. Many events were
affected by the loss of participants and some US-born athletes who were citizens of other countries, such as
Italy and Australia, did compete in Moscow. Athletes and sportspeople competing without national flags or
anthems[ edit ] Lord Killanin permitted NOC-qualified athletes to compete at the Games without their national
flags or anthems which allowed NOCs to send athletes in a non-national context but this did not allow other
individuals lacking NOC sanction to participate in the Games as this was perceived by the IOC as a potential
weakening of their authority. Instead Olympic flags were raised and the Olympic Anthem replaced their
national anthems at the medal ceremonies. There was one awards ceremony where three Olympic flags were
raised. This section does not cite any sources. Please help improve this section by adding citations to reliable
sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. January Learn how and when to remove this
template message "We will go to the Olympics", Anti-boycott sticker, published by the Communist Youth
Federation of Spain. Sixty-six countries that were invited to participate in the Olympics did not do so for
various reasons including support for the boycott and economic reasons. Qatar could not be invited until IOC
recognition which occurred in but too late to be invited. However, China boycotted the Moscow Games as
well.
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It was the last time the Olympics were held in Russia until the Winter Games. Aguirre was the No. You can
imagine with that abundance of athleticism and talent how excited Aguirre was to showcase USA basketball
on the world stage. It was a very rare opportunity. Out of all the basketball players in the USA, they picked
you. It was something to cherish forever. In response, President Jimmy Carter led the Olympic boycott in
which 65 countries stayed home. We were so enthusiastic and fired up to go and compete for the gold medal.
All of us knew we had a great chance to bring that home to America. It still hurtseven to this day. You just
wanted to go over there and represent your country. None of us had ever done that before. Most of the time,
politics is separate from sports. The Olympic Team won in Los Angeles and followed up with a thrashing of
the pros in Phoenix. They started stacking the team with the top NBA all-stars after we won the first two
games, but still went after that. Even today, from all the reports coming out of Russia, there appears to be
some political oppression still going on there. Even before we reached the Final Four in my freshman year, he
was grooming me to be an Olympian. You do always want to portray unity. You would have competed at the
highest level. I would have played at the pinnacle of high school, college, NBA and Olympic basketball.
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Courtesy of the University of Texas Athletics. Texas sports have enjoyed a national reputation since Texas
cowboys became famous in the pioneer days of rodeos. Today the state is best known for its high school
football, although other sports long preceded these. Eighteenth and early nineteenth century travelers left vivid
accounts of the sports and amusements of Spanish Texas , but nothing about the activities of the Indians.
Indians competed in sports with Anglos and Hispanics, or both. Subsequently, numerous racial and ethnic
groups introduced their sports to Texas, but by World War I the Anglo majority had established hegemony and
Texas sports resembled those of the rest of the United States. Texas high school football gained widespread
fame for the fanaticism of its followers, the numbers of Texas players competing at colleges across the nation,
and good press. For many years, Southwest Conference football also enjoyed a national reputation for
excellence. Bullfighting in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico. The most formalized Hispanic sport was the corrida or
bullfight, which arrived in the New World with rules and rituals intact. Although it underwent many changes
in New Spain, the bullfight retained its essential character and marked most fiestas and holy days. The Spanish
governor of Texas issued a proclamation in that included specifications for the location of a bullring. Although
outlawed by the Texas legislature in , the sport continued to flourish along the borders well into the twentieth
century. Cockfighting was also popular, as was horse racing. Developed in conjunction with corridas and with
ranching, the activities became a major pastime in Spanish Texas. Painting, Vaquero Roping Cattle, circa
Anglo Texans, particularly the Texas Rangers , not only observed Hispanic sports but also participated.
Rangers competed against Hispanics and sometimes Comanches in horse racing, bronc busting, roping, and
the famous correr el gallo or chicken race. Other charro contests included riding bulls and wrestling bulls to
the ground by grabbing their tails. Though bullfights and public festivals helped popularize these activities,
their diffusion into Anglo culture was most rapid in the cattle business. As Anglo, Hispanic, and
African-American cowboys worked the cattle and drove them to market, they adopted the lingo, skills, and
sports of the vaquero , thus laying the foundation for American rodeo. Horse Racing on a street in Henrietta,
Texas, Race Horse Assault crosses the finish line at the Kentucky Derby, Courtesy of AP Photo. Horse
racing, the first really organized Anglo-Texan sport, developed almost immediately after the Texas
Revolution. By importing expensive horses and forming jockey clubs, wealthy citizens of the republic soon
formed a racing circuit along the Gulf Coast. Velasco, Houston, and Galveston all had rather elaborate tracks
where legal betting flourished. Tracks also operated in North and East Texas. As more and more affluent
Texans imported and raised thoroughbred horses, however, increased state taxes on the animals made the costs
prohibitive. Many tracks closed, and Texans turned their attention to the popular frontier-style match races, on
which taxes had little impact. These short, two-horse road races, similar to the charro races, soon became the
norm. In the legislature outlawed betting on horse racing in Texas, thus completely shutting down the
remaining thoroughbred tracks, but not the breeding of fine horses. Assault, a King Ranch horse, won the
Triple Crown in Germans introduced gymnastics to Texas in the mid-nineteenth century through their
turnvereins gymnastics clubs. These organizations also provided community services such as volunteer fire
companies and entertained both the public and themselves with elaborate gymnastic exhibitions. However,
later generations of German Texans, though they enjoyed the social benefits of the turnvereins, lost interest in
gymnastics, and many of the clubs took up bowling, which was already popular among other German-Texan
organizations. They introduced nine-pin bowling , which continues in isolated Texas turnvereins today, but
some of the group went on to organize the Texas Ten Pin League, which still regulates mainstream bowling in
Texas. Like the turnvereins, the sokol , a gymnastic club brought by Czechs to the state, served a variety of
other functions in the Czech communities. Unlike the turners, the sokols have remained true to their original
mission and are engaged in gymnastics today. By midcentury almost every community had some sort of gun
club. Most held annual shooting tournaments and regularly scheduled matches against neighboring towns.
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Dallas Clippers Baseball Team, Courtesy of Southern Methodist University. The Univeristy of Texas
Baseball Team, The exact date for the introduction of modern New York Rules baseball into Texas has eluded
scholars for half a century. Most early clubs grew out of other organizations such as hook-and-ladder
companies or turnvereins. In Texas as elsewhere almost every community had at least one baseball club by the
s. Many Texas towns had three teams, one black, one Hispanic, one white. Each played its counterparts in
neighboring communities, but never one another. Recruiting of skilled out-of-town players became
commonplace when winning surpassed camaraderie and social benefits as the primary goal. Even after the
introduction of professional baseball, town teams prospered through World War I; thereafter high school and
college teams gradually replaced them. Traveling professional athletes also entertained the public with
contests and exhibitions of boxing, wrestling, weight lifting, and fancy rope twirling. Organizations such as
the University Interscholastic League , the National Collegiate Athletic Association, and the major leagues
gradually surpassed local individuals and groups in organizing and conducting Texas sports. University
Interscholastic League Logo. Texas high school and college sports began in the unregulated environment of
the nineteenth century, and football soon proved to be king at all levels of competition. Texas high school
players ultimately achieved a reputation that brought college recruiters from throughout the nation. During the
twentieth century, big-time college sports came under the umbrellas of the SWC and the NCAA, while other
schools formed their own conferences. The UIL attempted to control sports at the high school level, with
mixed results. The biggest issues facing all these sports programs were academic integrity, racial integration,
and gender equity, in that order. During the early years, high school football teams were often composed of
semiprofessionals who represented their home town or neighborhood, with few if any high school students in
the lineups. The UIL attempted to change that and provide fair competition for legitimate students. They faced
a long struggle against overage students, questionable scholastic records, and all-out recruiting battles between
towns. In , the UIL inserted the word "white" in its membership standards. The PVIL staged state
championship games in football, basketball, baseball, and track. Under the leadership of Roy Bedichek ,
Rodney Kidd, Rhea Williams, and Bailey Marshall, the UIL grew to national prominence; today it enrolls
approximately 1, schools and sponsors nine sports each for boys and girls, in addition to contests in other
educational and cultural endeavors such as music. Bible with the University of Texas football team, Though
college sports organizations also faced problems with eligibility and illegal payments, they lacked any real
enforcement powers until the s. Before World War I several prominent Texas colleges belonged to the Texas
Intercollegiate Athletic Association, which did little to regulate their sports. Rampant abuses led L. Bellmont ,
University of Texas athletic director, to contact his counterparts throughout the Southwest and ask them to
help form a conference to raise the integrity of their programs and foster competition with teams from other
conferences. Bellmont envisioned wide geographic diversity. Thus the original meeting to form what became
the SWC attracted representatives from four states-Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, and Arkansas-although
membership soon dwindled to two states. SWC schools won six national football titles. In the late s, Darrell
Royal of the University of Texas caused a national sensation with the introduction of the wishbone formation.
An important element in SWC growth was its agreement in with the four-year-old Cotton Bowl game,
whereby the conference champion became the host team. In the game Syracuse University defeated the
University of Texas to capture the mythical national crown. That title was decided at the Cotton Bowl five
times over the next eleven years. Courtesy of Ira Strickstein and the Houston Chronicle. Two of them, Earl
Campbell and Andre Ware, both African Americans, represented the vast change that began in , when the first
African-American athletes at the University of Texas competed in a track meet. The battle for equality was not
won when Congress passed Title IX of the Educational Amendments of , officially outlawing discrimination
on the basis of sex in schools receiving federal funding. In , when black athletes constituted a majority of the
players in college football and basketball, Texas women were still appealing to the federal courts for equal
access to intercollegiate sports. The glory days of the SWC and its bowl began to wane in the s. The resulting
scandals hurt recruiting and the reputation of the conference, which the University of Arkansas quit in These
events, along with changes in television policies relating to both professional and amateur sports, set off a
chain reaction during the â€”94 school year. The newly enlarged conferences are to begin play in the fall of
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Houston eventually joined with several other universities to form a new league, Conference USA. Other Texas
colleges formed their own conferences. The smallest colleges belong to the National Association for
Intercollegiate Athletics. Sheryl Swoopes is pictured second from the right. Courtesy of Texas Tech
University. Courtesy of the University of Texas at El Paso. By defeating the all-white team from Kentucky,
they helped end both segregation and racial quota systems in college basketball. Uncle Billy Disch, Bibb A.
Since World War II , at least eighty-one athletes who were either born in Texas or lived in the state at the time
of their competition, have won Olympic gold medals. They represent eleven different sports, with track and
field, the premier Olympic sport, having the largest number. At the Los Angeles Olympics, she captured two
gold medals and one silver and set a world record in the hurdles. Bobby Morrow of San Benito won more than
eighty track and field titles for Abilene Christian College before capturing three golds at the Olympics. Rafer
Johnson, a Hillsboro native, held several national and world records and won a gold medal in the Olympic
Decathlon. He also had the honor of carrying the United States flag in the opening ceremonies in , and lit the
Olympic torch at the Los Angeles games.
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The date of inception remains a point of conjecture among historians, but it is generally accepted that the
Olympic Games found their genesis in Olympia , Greece , in BCE and survived in attenuated form until BCE.
Inspired by the ancient Greek festival, the modern Olympic Games were revived in by Baron Pierre de
Coubertin, a French nobleman who envisaged that the Games would foster a religion of patriotism by
directing the new power of national identity into constructive and peaceful channels. Initially, only amateur
athletes were permitted to compete in the Olympics; professional athletes were not allowed to compete until
the s when the amateurism requirements were extracted from the Olympic Charter. The revival of the Olympic
Games was held in Athens , Greece. The Games attracted a relatively small competitive field, with about
athletes competing in 43 events. In the early years of the twentieth century, the International Olympic
Committee encountered an array of difficulties with the hosting of the Games. The Games, though originally
awarded to Rome , were held in London. The majority of the competing countries selected national teams to
participate in the London Games, and the athletes were paraded by nation at the opening ceremony. After the
Olympic Games, held in Stockholm , the Olympic movement entered a period of upheaval. De Coubertin may
have seen the Olympics as an agent of international peace in a world moving inexorably toward war, but the
ideal of the Olympics as an event that could prevent war proved ill-founded. In the aftermath of World War I ,
the Games were awarded to Antwerp as a mark of respect for the Belgian people after the anguish that had
been inflicted on them during the war. The introduction of the flag, representing the unity of the five
continents, and the symbolic release of doves also reflected the idyllic vision of the Olympic movement as
standing for international peace and unity. However, it was also in the interwar period that Olympic sport
became symbolic of national struggle, with participants as representatives of their national groups. The
opening ceremony designed for those games was a shrewdly propagandistic and brilliantly conceived charade
that reinforced and mobilized the hysterical patriotism of the German masses. The Berlin Games have also
become closely associated in the popular imagination with the African American athlete Jesse Owens. Against
a background of Nazi efforts to manipulate the Games to demonstrate the racial and athletic superiority of the
Aryan race, Owens won four gold medals at the first Olympic Games to be broadcast on a form of television.
The Berlin Games demonstrated how the hosting of the Olympic Games could be manipulated to provide a
benign and uncritical backdrop for the parade of national identity. Politics was also to cast its shadow over the
Summer Olympics in Munich , West Germany, when members of the Israeli Olympic team were taken
hostage by the Palestinian terrorist organization Black September. The terrorists killed eleven Israeli athletes
and one German police officer in an event that is conventionally referred to as the Munich Massacre. The
Olympics in Moscow were arguably the most political in the history of the Games and reflected the extremes
of nationalism that had emerged as a result of the renewed cold war struggle. In the United States and
sixty-four other Western nations refused to compete at the Moscow Olympics that year because of the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan. The boycott reduced the number of nations participating to only eighty, including
only sixteen Western nationsâ€”the lowest number of nations to compete since The Soviet Union and
fourteen Eastern bloc countries Romania was the exception retaliated by boycotting the Los Angeles Olympics
in In the Olympic arena, encircled by flags of various nations, the political symbolism of sport is most
evident. Young nations make use of the nationalist symbolism of sport to gain recognition on the world stage;
established nations do so to demonstrate their strength and prowess. The central role of the Olympics as a
forum where new nations can gain acceptance is also clear from the number of nations taking part. In Antwerp
in , twenty-nine nations competed; by the Athens Olympics of , that number had risen spectacularly to The
importance of the Olympic Games to cultural unity and national identity lies not only within the event as
staged but in the sporting occasion as an international spectacle. Beyond the demonstration of physical
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strength and skill, Olympic sport as collective ritual, highlighting concepts of leadership and heroism, has
become part of the language of nationalism. Handbook of Sports Studies. Sport and Nationalism in Ireland:
Gaelic Games, Soccer, and Irish Identity since Dublin and Portland, OR: The Games Must Go On: Avery
Brundage and the Olympic Movement. A History of the Modern Games, 2nd edition. University of Illinois
Press. Sport and the British: Oxford and New York: Sport and International Politics. University of Chicago
Press. Doyle Pick a style below, and copy the text for your bibliography.
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Countries boycotting the Games are shaded blue Olympic Village in February Eighty nations were represented
at the Moscow Games â€” the smallest number since Six nations made their first Olympic appearance in Sri
Lanka , Benin and Zimbabwe competed for the first time under these names they participated previously as
Ceylon, Dahomey and Rhodesia, respectively. Although approximately half of the 24 countries that boycotted
the Summer Olympics in protest against the IOC not expelling New Zealand who sanctioned a rugby tour of
apartheid South Africa participated in the Moscow Games, the Summer Olympics were disrupted by another,
even larger, boycott led by the United States in protest at the Sovietâ€”Afghan War. The Soviet invasion
spurred Jimmy Carter to issue an ultimatum on 20 January , that the US would boycott the Moscow Olympics
if Soviet troops did not withdraw from Afghanistan within one month. However, the nations that did compete
had won 71 percent of all medals, and similarly 71 percent of the gold medals, at the Summer Olympics in
Montreal. This was in part because of state-run doping programs that had been developed in the Eastern Bloc
countries. Competitors from three countries â€” New Zealand , [9] Portugal , and Spain â€” competed under
the flags of their respective National Olympic Committees. Some of these teams that marched under flags
other than their national flags were depleted by boycotts by individual athletes, while some athletes did not
participate in the march. Some events, such as swimming, track and field, boxing, basketball, diving, field
hockey and equestrian sports, were hard hit. Athletes from 25 countries won Olympic gold the same total as in
the Games and one fewer than in the Games and competitors from 36 countries became Olympic medalists.
Romania won more gold medals than it had at any previous Olympics. The same was true for Great Britain.
Despite these breakthroughs, the Soviet Union and East Germany won the vast majority of both gold and total
medals. Events, records and drug tests overview[ edit ] There were events â€” more than at any previous
Olympics. In total, this was more records than were set at Montreal. New Olympic records were set times over
the course of the competitions and world records were beaten 97 times. A report by a committee of the
Australian Senate claimed that "there is hardly a medal winner at the Moscow Games, certainly not a gold
medal winner Twenty percent of the specimens he tested, including those from sixteen gold medalists would
have resulted in disciplinary proceedings had the tests been official. ABC aired scenes of the opening
ceremony during its Nightline program, and promised highlights each night, but the next night, the show
announced that they could not air any highlights as NBC still had exclusive broadcast rights in the USA. The
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation almost canceled their plans for coverage after Canada took part in the
boycott and was represented by nine cards. During the opening ceremony, Salyut 6 crew Leonid Popov and
Valery Ryumin sent their greetings to the Olympians and wished them happy starts in the live communication
between the station and the Central Lenin Stadium. There were 1, referees from 78 countries. It consisted of
five platinum coins , six gold coins , 28 silver coins and six copper-nickel coins. Indirect capital costs are not
included, such as for road, rail, or airport infrastructure, or for hotel upgrades or other business investment
incurred in preparation for the Games but not directly related to staging the Games. The cost for Moscow
compares with costs of USD 4.
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The Summer Olympics, officially known as the Games of the XXII Olympiad (Russian: Ð˜Ì•Ð³Ñ€Ñ‹ XXII
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ÐžÐ»Ð¸Ð¼Ð¿Ð¸Ð°Ì•Ð´Ñ‹, tr. Igry XXII Olimpiady), was an international multi-sport event held in Moscow, Soviet Union,
in present-day Russia.
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The official report of Lake Placid is composed of two volumes. The first, "Final report: XIII Olympic Winter Games,
February , ,"does not contain any competition results. These are noted in the second volume, typewritten and rather
austere.

9: World Championships in Athletics - Wikipedia
The Summer Olympics boycott was one part of a number of actions initiated by the United States to protest the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan. The Soviet Union, which hosted the Summer Olympics, and other countries would later boycott
the Summer Olympics in Los Angeles.
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