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1: Law Enforcement Assistance Administration | Enforcement | Encyclopedia of Law
Through the administration of grants and other programs, the OLEA sought to improve methods of law enforcement,
court administration, and prison operations at state and local levels. The functions of the OLEA were transferred to the
Law Enforcement Assistance Administration, established June 19, , by Title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and.

Photograph by Dick DeMarsico. In time, the entire spectrum of domestic social programs actively participated
in national law enforcement, thereby pushing the boundaries of the carceral state beyond penal institutions. In
response to rioting, however, these programs had shifted in purpose toward controlling the violent symptoms
of socioeconomic problems. Yet the threat the uprisings posed to American law and institutions also needs to
be understood as the central catalyst behind the punitive turn in twentieth-century domestic policy. Nixon is
usually credited for spearheading the War on Crime, even though he inherited an already-vibrant law
enforcement infrastructure created by the Johnson administration. Far from being ambivalent about crime
control as a major aim of domestic policy, Johnson and his radical domestic programs laid the foundation of
the carceral state, opening an entirely new plane of domestic social programs centered on crime control,
surveillance, and incarceration. To the policy makers reshaping American law enforcement, crime was an
innate problem of black urban America, andâ€”like a Soviet nuclear strikeâ€”something that might be targeted
before it began if policy makers and foot soldiers possessed the proper tools. The earliest olea grants went to
the Washington, D. African American men between the ages of fifteen and twenty-four constituted the single
largest group of residents arrested during the national uprisings, and growing numbers of policy makers and
law enforcement officials came to view this demographic as prone to rioting and, by extension, to criminality.
Evoking race in race-neutral terms, Johnson pledged: First and foremost on the agenda was putting more
officers with better equipment on the streets of black neighborhoods in the city. The substantial olea grant
bought local law enforcement sixteen new station wagons, three patrol wagons, twenty-five motor scooters for
a roving neighborhood patrol squad, thirty-six scout cars, walkie-talkie radios for patrolmen on foot, eighty
new detectives, and additional police officers. Federal policy makers and law enforcement officials were
generally unwilling to challenge the widely held belief that only increased patrol in segregated urban areas
could prevent crime, assuming that disorder could be contained simply by increasing the presence of law
enforcement on the streets. The Johnson administration was committed to assisting local police departments in
modernizing their data-gathering capabilities, which would allow them to build criminal profiles of residents
and therefore target street patrols more effectively. Similarly, the Philadelphia police department received
computerized crime prediction programs to target street patrols based on anticipated crime. By treating urban
crime as a scientific phenomenon that could be predicted and contained, these and other programs further
rationalized the concentrated deployment of police officers in black communities. Katzenbach and his staff
focused on supplying urban police departments with bulletproof vests, machine guns, and armored vehicles as
riot-prevention measures. Much of this military-grade equipment had been introduced in overseas
interventions and urban uprisings at home. By the early s, the federal government had purchased helicopters
for departments in fifty other cities. During the first half of the s, antipoverty programs expanded the degree of
federal influence in the everyday lives of black urban Americans. By fashioning a new liberal synthesis that
brought crime-control strategies under the fold of social welfare programs, federal policy makers eased the
shift toward national punitive programs in the second half of the decade. To do so, federal policy makers and
officials linked new law enforcement measures to existing urban social institutions. Policy makers imagined
that the program would redevelop vulnerable areas by creating communities in which living quarters, health
clinics, education facilities, and recreation centers, all in close proximity to one another, would function as a
cohesive system. The program enlarged the scope of federal urban intervention from public housing projects
to entire communities. Instead of funding autonomous grassroots organizations, Model Cities institutionalized
community-based antipoverty efforts and put local service professionals in charge of general administration.
In conjunction with job counseling and after-school programs, the sixty-three Model Cities communities
would include new precincts, police-training centers, service bureaus for adjudicated youth, probation and
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legal services, and police-community relations programs. A forerunner to the community policing methods
that many departments serving low-income areas embraced in the mids, team policing decentralized authority
and empowered officers to exercise greater discretion in segregated urban neighborhoods. On foot, beat police
could prevent future crime by ingratiating themselves into community life, and, in doing so, identify and arrest
suspects with greater ease. As with Model Cities, even when agencies did not explicitly limit their
programming to delinquent youth, they still worked toward the goal of combating and treating juvenile
delinquency. The Johnson administration inherited that goal from the hew and Labor Departments of the
Kennedy administration, which originally developed federal youth employment and community mobilization
programs. One center moved into a space in a first-floor suite of the housing project that had previously
housed a health clinic serving residents. Open eight hours a day and five days a week, the new recreational
center gave youth access to a pool table, a record player, and a library filled with police pamphlets and
medical literature left behind by the previous occupants. In addition to assigning police patrols to public
schools during this period, law enforcement officials provided additional supervision in after-school programs
and during the summer months. Shortly after the Watts uprising, the Los Angeles Police Department
sponsored grand outings for some twenty-five thousand disadvantaged youth to sporting, professional, and
entertainment venues. The program offered bowling, golf, punching bags, tetherball, dome climbers, and
horseshoes to low-income children and teenagers. By providing urban youth with such opportunities, law
enforcement programs created a space where police could, in a wholly benevolent manner, monitor young
people who seemed vulnerable to disorder and delinquency. Yet, in the end, shifting the trajectory of postwar
liberal reform toward surveillance had the opposite effect: When urban police forces became militarized and
police officers increasingly assumed the role of social service providers during the first two years of the War
on Crime, black residents and activists responded by becoming more confrontational. Police brutality and law
enforcement practices had long shaped black urban life, but the formation of the Black Panther party in and
other organizations calling for community control and armed self-defense were, in no small part, a response to
the Great Society and the law enforcement programs that arose within it. Urban civil disorder only escalated
during the War on Crime era, culminating in the unprecedented destruction and black civilian casualties in
Newark and Detroit during the summer of and the riots in cities following the murder of Martin Luther King
Jr. From left to right are President Lyndon B. Photograph by Yoichi Okamoto. View large Download slide An
emergency meeting in the Oval Office is held as news of the Detroit uprising arrives on July 24, In response,
and with federal policy makers still operating under the assumption that black urban poverty was endemic and
preventable with a sufficient show of force, Johnson passed his final piece of major domestic legislation. The
capstone of his Great Society, the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act , accelerated the expansion of
the carceral state by financially incentivizing and at times specifically requiring state and local authorities to
increase surveillance and patrols in already-targeted black urban neighborhoods. Whereas the Office of
Economic Opportunity at the center of the War on Poverty never grew into a larger, more permanent agency,
the act expanded the olea into the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration leaa. Whereas federal-local
partnerships had steered postwar social policies, Congress introduced the block-grant system into domestic
programs via the leaa, which granted the vast majority of crime-control funds to states, effectively restoring to
them a degree of autonomy that was threatened by the dismantling of Jim Crow. And whereas the American
criminal justice and law enforcement systems had previously focused on punishing offenders and preventing
crime, following the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act the underlying principle of these systems
shifted to management and control within isolated and marginalized communities.
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2: LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE ADMINISTRATION (police)
The Law Enforcement Assistance Administration (LEAA) was established to assist State and local governments in
reducing crime and to increase the effectiveness, fairness, and coordination of law enforcement and criminal justice
systems at all levels of Government.

The commission developed seven specific goals that are relevant in the twenty-first century: Adopt new ways
of dealing with offenders. Eliminate injustice and unfairness. Conduct research to find new and effective ways
to control crime. Appropriate the necessary funds to accomplish the goals. Involve all elements of society in
planning and executing changes in the criminal justice system. The commission further emphasized the need
to consider law enforcement and criminal justice as a system and the need to improve its ability to prevent and
reduce crime. The commission advocated maximizing the use of new technology, basing policy on proven
facts, and maintaining American democratic values of fairness and respect for the individual U. Department of
Justice , 3. The commission attracted nationwide attention because of the status of its members, the growing
public concern about crime, and the sharp division among commission members on some controversial topics.
This act created the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration, which was the first comprehensive federal
programmatic response to state and local crime control efforts, and provided extensive financial support. This
support came in the form of block grants based on population and categorical grants. These funds were to be
directed toward reducing crime by improving local criminal justice systems: Department of Justice ,4. To
achieve this objective, the notion of criminal justice planning was introduced to the country. Heretofore,
planning in criminal justice was virtually nonexistent. The act also authorized the states to make grants from a
population-based block grant allocation to units of local government to carry out programs and projects in
accordance with the planning effort to improve law enforcement Hagerty , Over time, it became clear that law
enforcement had to be considered in the context of a larger criminal justice system consisting of police, the
courts, and correctional systems. This was recognized in the and reauthorizations in which the role of LEAA
was broadened to include assistance to all components of the criminal justice system Hagerty , This
component of the LEAA had responsibility for encouraging research in criminal and juvenile justice. In
addition to the National Institute of Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice, the legislation created the Bureau
of Justice Assistance to administer the block grant program and the Bureau of Justice Statistics to capture data
about the system. One major office was created that was not congressionally mandated. At its height, the
program supported more than one hundred thousand students through grants and loans in over a thousand
colleges and universities. The office also supported projects to develop and improve criminal justice
manpower planning through such projects as the national manpower survey of the criminal justice system. In ,
federal funding for LEAA was withdrawn. However, it would be inaccurate to consider this the demise of
LEAA. This agency can be credited with many accomplishments that still have a major influence on crime
control policy today. With the Crime Bill of , the Office of Justice Programs garnered more resources and
influence than at any other time in history. Six presidential appointees administer the programs of the Office
of Justice Programs, headed by an assistant attorney general. The Office of Justice Programs provides the
umbrella agency for the following agencies: Department of Justice , 2. In a gathering of more than fifty current
and former U. Department of Justice criminal justice administrators in July , the group agreed that among its
most significant accomplishments, LEAA: A significant majority of current criminal justice leaders around the
country are LEEP alumni.
3: The Law Enforcement Assistance Administration, a keystone of the - UPI Archives
law enforcement assistance administration (police) In , the Office of Law Enforcement Assistance was created in the
U.S. Department of Justice. This was the predecessor to the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration (LEAA), which
was established as a result of the work of the President's Commission on Law Enforcement and Administration.
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4: Law Enforcement Assistance Administration | Revolvy
The Law Enforcement Assistance Administration (LEAA) works with State and local governments in the tasks of crime
control and law enforcement. The LEAA provides funding, leadership, and guidance to State and local crime control
programs which are formulated by State planning agencies.

5: Law Enforcement Assistance Administration - Wikipedia
Law Enforcement Assistance Administration - provided funds to police departments to purchase little used equipment
such as riot gear - most went to police training Wickersham Commission commission to study the US criminal justice
system and make recommendations for improvement.

6: Law Enforcement Assistance Administration Law and Legal Definition | USLegal, Inc.
The Law Enforcement Administration was established in the mids and was replaced by other federal funding programs
for improving criminal justice in the late s.
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