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His father, Henry, Viscount Wilmot , a hard-drinking Royalist from Anglo-Irish stock, had been created Earl
of Rochester in for military services to Charles II during his exile under the Commonwealth ; he died abroad
in , two years before the restoration of the monarchy in England. His mother, Anne St. John , was a Royalist
by descent and a staunch Anglican. At the age of twelve, Rochester matriculated at Wadham College, Oxford ,
and there, it is said, he "grew debauched". Later, his courage in a sea-battle against the Dutch made him a
hero. In he married Elizabeth Malet , a witty heiress whom he had attempted to abduct two years earlier.
Samuel Pepys describes the event in his diary for 28 May Mallett, the great beauty and fortune of the North,
who had supped at White Hall with Mrs. Stewart, and was going home to her lodgings with her grandfather,
my Lord Haly, by coach; and was at Charing Cross seized on by both horse and foot men, and forcibly taken
from him, and put into a coach with six horses, and two women provided to receive her, and carried away.
Upon immediate pursuit, my Lord of Rochester for whom the King had spoke to the lady often, but with no
successe [sic] was taken at Uxbridge; but the lady is not yet heard of, and the King mighty angry, and the Lord
sent to the Tower. According to an often repeated anecdote, his coaching of his mistress Elizabeth Barry began
her career as the greatest actress of the Restoration stage. In , Rochester wrote a satire on Charles II variously
known simply as "Satyr" and by its first line, "In the Isle of Britain" , which criticised the King for being
obsessed with sex at the expense of his kingdom. Charles reacted by briefly exiling Rochester from the court.
He then returned to his seat in the House of Lords after an absence of about seven weeks. Rochester was
reported to have fled the scene. Bendo, presumably so that he could inspect young women privately without
arousing their suspicions. His mother had him attended in his final weeks by her religious associates,
particularly Gilbert Burnet , who later became the Bishop of Salisbury. A deathbed renunciation of atheism
was published and promulgated as the conversion of a prodigal. This became legendary, reappearing in
numerous pious tracts over the next two centuries. However, other sources, including documents signed by
Rochester, confirm that in his final months his thoughts turned towards religion and the afterlife. He was part
of a "mob of gentlemen who wrote with ease", [9] who continued to produce their poetry in manuscripts,
rather than in publication. He is also notable for his impromptus, [10] one of which is a teasing epigram of
King Charles II: God bless our good and gracious king, Whose promise none relies on; Who never said a
foolish thing, Nor ever did a wise one. To which Charles is reputed to have replied: These included imitations
of Malherbe , Ronsard , and Boileau. Rochester also translated or adapted from classical authors such as
Petronius , Lucretius , Ovid , Anacreon , Horace , and Seneca. A Satyr Against Mankind , one of the few
poems he published in a broadside in is a scathing denunciation of rationalism and optimism that contrasts
human perfidy with animal wisdom. The majority of his poetry was not published under his name until after
his death. Because most of his poems circulated only in manuscript form during his lifetime, it is likely that
much of his writing does not survive. Rochester was also interested in the theatre. The best-known dramatic
work attributed to Rochester, Sodom, or the Quintessence of Debauchery , has never been successfully proven
to be written by him. However, supposed posthumous printings of Sodom gave rise to prosecutions for
obscenity , and were destroyed. His contemporary Aphra Behn lauded him in verse and also based several
rakish characters in her plays on Rochester. Tennyson would recite from him with fervour. Michael Nyman set
to music an excerpt of his famous poem, " Signor Dildo " for the film. Mistress to a King New York: Grove, ,
Richard Bentley and Son , p. Vivian de Sola Pinto. Sisson and Parker Ltd.
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Edit As a poet Rochester was a follower of Abraham Cowley and of Nicolas Boileau, to both of whom he was
considerably indebted. His love lyrics are often happy, but his real vigor and ability is best shown in his
critical poems and satires. They show that Rochester had it in him to be a very different man from the
criticizing courtier and the "very profane wit" who figures in contemporary memoirs. These included
imitations of Malherbe, Ronsard, and Boileau. Rochester also translated or adapted from classical authors such
as Petronius, Lucretius , Ovid , Anacreon , Horace , and Seneca. A Satyr Against Mankind , one of the few
poems he published in a broadside in is a scathing denunciation of rationalism and optimism that contrasts
human perfidy with animal wisdom. He was part of a "mob of gentlemen who wrote with ease", [3] who
continued to produce their poetry in manuscripts, rather than in publication. He is also notable for his
impromptus, [4] one of which is a teasing epitaph of King Charles II: Here lies our sovereign lord the King,
Whose word no man relies on. He never said a foolish thing, Nor ever did a wise one. To which Charles is
reputed to have replied: Because most of his poems circulated only in manuscript form during his lifetime, it is
likely that much of his writing does not survive. Miscellaneous Edit Rochester was also interested in the
theatre. The best-known dramatic work attributed to Rochester, Sodom, or the Quintessence of Debauchery,
has never been successfully proven to be written by him. However, supposed posthumous printings of Sodom
gave rise to prosecutions for obscenity, and were destroyed. Other issues, slightly varying in title and contents,
appeared in , and Valentinian, A Tragedy, adapted from Beaumont and Fletcher, was printed in ; a scurrilous
attack. No copy of this is known, but there are two MSS; extant. His Familiar Letters were printed in , and
Satiresof the Seventeenth Century,. Critical reputation Edit Rochester has not lacked distinguished admirers.
His contemporary Aphra Behn lauded him in verse and also based several rakish characters in her plays on
Rochester.
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John Wilmot, the notorious Earl of Rochester, was the darling of the polished, profligate court of Charles II.

Fall Introduction Horace Walpole said of John Wilmot, Second Earl of Rochester, that he was "a man whom
the muses were fond to inspire, but ashamed to avow. Indeed, Rochester does not fit easily into any of the
boxes held up for him. Four of his works in particular bear this attitude out: She was a countrywoman: Greene,
15 As Vieth notes, she came from a prominent Puritan family, and "seems to have been a sober,
strong-minded, shrewd woman, well able to manage a household. Gifford, chaplain to Lady Rochester. In ,
after his return, he began to court Elizabeth Mallet, an heiress up for grabs on the marriage market. Everything
but his poverty seemed to be in his favor, but it seems that he feared failure nonetheless: She was recovered
shortly thereafter, and Rochester was sent to the Tower of London for his effrontery. After three weeks,
however, he was successful in petitioning the king for a return to favor, and was released. Rochester
volunteered for service, and acquitted himself with honor. Burnet says of the battle: During the whole action
the Earl of Rochester shewed as brave and as resolute a courage as was possible: He proved his bravery again,
this time by carrying an important message: During the action, Sir Edward Spragge, not being satisfied with
the behaviour of one of the captains, could not easily find a person that would cheerfully venture through so
much danger, to carry his commands to the captain. This Lord offered himself to the service, and went in a
little boat through all the shot, and delivered his message, and returned back to Sir Edward, which was much
commended by all that saw it. The King I thank God is very well satisfied with it, and they had his consent
when they did it â€” but now we are in some care how to get the estate. The remaining thirteen years of his life
are filled with fantastic stories and unconfirmable anecdotes. This led him to say and do many unaccountable
things. After reportedly beginning a fray with the city watch, Rochester fled, leaving his friend Mr. Downes
later died of his wounds, and Rochester was very nearly tried for murder. However, by the time he returned to
court after spending some time as Dr. Indeed, it was thought that "he never loved any person so sincerely as he
did Mrs. She bore him a daughter, whom he eventually took into his own custody after he and Barry split. He
had been raised in the country, and it was rare for more than a year to go by without him retiring to his country
estate â€” to write, to recover from illness, or simply to relax. He wrote to his friend Henry Saville that the
country was "where only one can think; for you at Court think not at all; or, at least, as if you were shut up in a
drum; you can think of nothing, but the noise that is made about you. Anne, Charles, and Mallet, and one by
his mistress Elizabeth Barry. Vieth calls his marriage an "unusually happy" one. Gilbert Burnet, an eminent
historian and fashionable confessor, was called by Rochester to his sickbed. Charles II had returned from his
years in exile a realist, without illusions, and well-versed in what JR Jones calls "the black political arts of
machiavellian statecraft. While he appeared to be a witty and easy-going king, he was a master of hiding his
true motives and feelings from those around him, and had the ability to see through the artifice of those around
him and use what he saw to his own advantage. Altruism and a sense of duty and responsibility were
apparently obsolete virtues. The keeping of one or more mistresses was so common as to be considered closer
to concubinage than adultery. Although it was far more frowned upon for women than men, both sexes were
often quite free with their favors. Charles II himself was known to have a number of mistresses, including Nell
Gwyn, to whom Rochester wrote several letters and at least one poem. Whores were easily accessible,
particularly in the theatres one of many reasons the religiously conservative were adamantly opposed to the
theatre , where they could be easily spotted by their dark masks and easy manners. There are those,
particularly Weber, who place him square in the camp of Hobbesian libertinism, citing his views on sexual
gratification i. However, this fails to take into account his more Philosophical Libertine views. Upon
inspection, he actually falls somewhere between the two camps, advocating the use of reason to limit desires
just enough to keep them "more in vigor" "Satire Against Reason and Mankind," l. Later in life, he fell out of
favor and became "a Man whom it is the great Mode to hate," 26 but remained admired by many until his
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death. The earliest printed edition of his works, which was published mere weeks after his death in , contained
many poems which were not by him at all, as well as several corrupted versions of poems. It appears to have
been common at the time to attribute any obscene or bawdy work to the notorious Earl, regardless of whether
or not he actually wrote it. A Ramble in St. I will follow this form, as Rochester and the speakers of his
various works are not always completely identical indeed, one of the poems I will analyze is spoken by a
woman. The speakers of the poems examined below fit this pattern; even the female speaker of "A Letter
Fancied from Artemisia in the town to Chloe in the Country" sees herself as wiser than those around her, and
is disgusted by the way society women act. Like him, they are all rational, witty characters. Like him, they
often despair of the intelligence of their fellow creatures; in a letter to his friend Henry Saville, Rochester
lamented, But most human Affairs [are] carried on at the same nonsensical rate, which makes me, who am
now grown Superstitious think it a Fault to laugh at the Monkey we have here, when I compare his Condition
with Mankind. He said to Burnet, â€¦the two maxims of his morality then were, that he should do nothing to
the hurt of any other, or that might prejudice his own health, and he thought that all pleasure, when it did not
interfere with these, was to be indulged as the gratification of our natural appetites. Here, the ideal is what
Dustin H. Griffin calls "Honest, generous lust. After a digression on the origin of the trees in the Park, the
speaker sees one of his regular lovers, Corinna, walking by. She looks at him disdainfully: Whoever had been
by to see The proud disdain she cast on me Through charming eyes, he would have swore She dropped from
heaven that very hour, Forsaking the divine abode In scorn of some despairing god. The first Converts
abortive imitation Thus he not only eats and talks But feels and smells, sits down and walks, Nay looks, and
lives and loves by rote ll. When one "loves by rote," one does not love spontaneously, or from genuine feeling.
Love becomes a catechism, a script which one plays out without engaging emotionally. Not only are his
amorous endeavors not entirely his own, but they are combined with his efforts to pay his rent. The
implication is that he is courting at least in part as a way of paying his landlady, rather than from true
affection. As with the first fellow, his love is insincere. Rather than simply being who he is, he plans to model
himself on the other two fops. This scarcely gives hopes for his future as a sincere lover. In his eyes, she is the
worse offender and therefore the object of the greatest scorn and fury. Her despicableness stems from several
factors. The speaker is not disturbed by the fact that she is sleeping with others than himself: Such natural
freedoms are but just: However, she has not been so selective, but has agreed to sleep with men for no other
reason than that they are interested in her: But to turn damned abandoned jade When neither head nor tail
persuade; To be a whore in understanding, A passive pot for fools to spend in. The ideal would be for both
Corinna and the men to be mutually attracted; here, however, the men are making love to her without true
emotion, and she is responding without honest feeling. Thus, rather than engaging in a natural or ideal liaison,
Corinna is engaging in an unnatural and disgusting one. In the past, he has made love to her, and then stayed
to speak with her. She knows, and could betray The secrets of my tender hours To such knight-errant
paramours, When, leaning on your faithless breast Wrapped in security and rest, Soft kindness all my powers
did move, And reason lay dissolved in love! But now, she has shown herself unworthy of his affection: By
lowering herself to serve as "a passive pot for fools to spend in" l. It is worth noting that one possible reading
of the poem places some of the satirical force against the speaker himself: It is conceivable that his anger
stems from a combination of jealousy and a failure to understand what Corinna sees in them. After all, perhaps
she is motivated by lust, but he cannot or will not see it. The men are criticized for their artifice in courtship
and Corinna is attacked for engaging in intercourse without either rational or emotional motivation. It is vital
for both parties in a sexual relationship to be honest with one another and act as they are prompted by their
feelings and reason. The speaker, moving about the fashionable watering place of Tunbridge Wells,
encounters a series of fools, each of which distresses him as much as, if not more than, the last. Rather than
being comic, the fop is an image of revulsion because he attempts and fails to appear as if he were intelligent,
"as if he had wit. Even Nature has pointed out their folly: She has separated them from the rest of humanity, as
though Nature herself had a sense of humor. This one speaks very little as opposed to the first one, who spoke
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a good deal , but everything he says is copied from others and applied indiscriminately. He "speaks all
proverbs, sentences, and adage" l. His artifice is if anything worse than the first fellows, as it is consciously
affected. And not only does he say everything in words taken from others, he uses the same formality and
high-flown language in every situation: He does not apply his mimicked wisdom appropriately, which makes
him an even more foolish sight. Interestingly, he is compared to the cabal, a group of traitors who plotted
against Charles II. Talking of treason is an infinitely more serious business than purchasing eggs, and the
contrast serves to make the fool look even more absurd. He uses a tired compliment to flatter her: You
influence the heavens; but should the sun Withdraw himself to see his rays outdone By your bright eyes, they
would supply the morn, And make a day before the day be born. Her response is equally shallow, and
accompanied by ridiculous contortions in an attempt to appear more attractive: With mouth screwed up,
conceited winking eyes, And breasts thrust forward, "Lord, sir! Her words themselves are empty formalities,
particularly since the fop has not shown much "learning, wit, and parts," only his own folly. It becomes clear
just how artificial his first speech was, when he speaks again: He, puzzled, bites his nail, both to display The
sparkling ring, and think what next to say, And thus breaks forth afresh: Your luck at cards last night was very
bad: At cribbage fifty-nine, and the next show To make the game, and yet to want those two. The section ends
when the fop "drags" l.
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John , was a strong-willed Puritan from a noble Wiltshire family. In September he was awarded an honorary
M. Her wealth-hungry relatives opposed marriage to the impoverished Rochester, who conspired with his
mother to abduct the young Countess. Samuel Pepys described the attempted abduction in his diary on 28 May
Mallett, the great beauty and fortune of the North, who had supped at White Hall with Mrs. Stewart, and was
going home to her lodgings with her grandfather, my Lord Haly, by coach; and was at Charing Cross seized
on by both horse and foot men, and forcibly taken from him, and put into a coach with six horses, and two
women provided to receive her, and carried away. Upon immediate pursuit, my Lord of Rochester for whom
the King had spoke to the lady often, but with no successe [ sic ] was taken at Uxbridge; but the lady is not yet
heard of, and the King mighty angry, and the Lord sent to the Tower. Gilbert Burnet wrote of him that, "For
five years together he was continually Drunk Rochester was reported to have fled the scene of the incident,
and his standing with the monarch reached an all-time low. Under this persona, he claimed skill in treating
"barrenness" infertility , and other gynecological disorders. The coffin plate removed from the coffin of John
Wilmot, 2nd Earl of Rochester from his burial vault under the north aisle of Spelsbury church, Oxfordshire
Death[ edit ] By the age of 33, Rochester was dying, from what is usually described as the effects of syphilis ,
gonorrhea , or other venereal diseases , combined with the effects of alcoholism. Scholarship has identified
approximately 75 authentic Rochester poems. He was part of a "mob of gentlemen who wrote with ease", [30]
who continued to produce their poetry in manuscripts, rather than in publication. He is also notable for his
impromptus, [31] one of which is a teasing epigram on King Charles II: These included imitations of
Malherbe , Ronsard , and Boileau. He also translated or adapted from classical authors such as Petronius ,
Lucretius , Ovid , Anacreon , Horace , and Seneca. A Satyr Against Mankind , one of the few poems he
published in a broadside in , is a scathing denunciation of rationalism and optimism that contrasts human
perfidy with animal wisdom. The majority of his poetry was not published under his name until after his death.
Because most of his poems circulated only in manuscript form during his lifetime, it is likely that much of his
writing does not survive. Rochester was also interested in the theatre. The best-known dramatic work
attributed to Rochester, Sodom, or the Quintessence of Debauchery , has never been successfully proven to be
written by him. Posthumous printings of Sodom, however, gave rise to prosecutions for obscenity , and were
destroyed. Leavis argued that "Rochester is not a great poet of any kind", William Empson admired him. More
recently, Germaine Greer has questioned the validity of the appraisal of Rochester as a drunken rake, and
hailed the sensitivity of some of his lyrics. Bishop Burnett, who coached him to an implausible death-bed
repentance, said that he was unable to express any feeling without oaths and obscenities. He seemed like a
punk in a frock coat. But once the straw dolls have been slain, Rochester celebrates in a sexual landscape all of
his own.
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John Wilmot, the notorious Earl of Rochester, was the darling of the polished, profligate court of Charles II. One of the
finest poets of the Restoration, patron to important playwrights, model for countless witty young rakes in Restoration
comedies, he lived a full but short life, dying in (with a dramatic deathbed renunciation of his atheism) at the age of
thirty-three.

This is a warning, in which I am warning you: In fact, you should not only avoid this review, you should
perhaps club yourself Warning! In fact, you should not only avoid this review, you should perhaps club
yourself over the head right now and hope that the wires in your brain which just caught on to the the
existence of this book and its author are miraculously the very ones to become permanently inoperable.
Goodreads friends, why is this on none of your shelves? This is one of the best fucking poetry books I have
ever blessed my lucky fucking eyes with! First, a bit of history on the lunatic who penned these perverse,
rollicking, spiteful, passion-infused, hysterically snide, emotionally extravagant bits of satire, bereavement,
and experiential bellowing. John Wilmot was the son of a war hero. His father was an English soldier whose
exploits and connections fortunately led to both he and his wee John basically becoming default royalty.
Though technically married to a society type, John still benefited as much as possible from his own privileged
and relatively trouble-free station, living each day like it was his last by doing all the things that he loved best,
such as writing plays and poems, fornicating, attending parties, drinking a lot, fornicating, fornicating,
drinking, writing plays and poems, drinking, drinking, and fornicating, just to name a few. Fortunately, this
was one of those instances where special talent and special treatment met beyond charmingly. He was a fiend
in pretty much every way, but he made sweet, sweeeeet love to the paper: After Death nothing is, and nothing,
death, The utmost limit of a gasp of breath. Let the ambitious zealot lay aside His hopes of heaven, whose
faith is but his pride; Let slavish souls lay by their fear Nor be concerned which way nor where After this life
they shall be hurled. Dead, we become the lumber of the world, And to that mass of matter shall be swept
Where things destroyed with things unborn are kept. Devouring time swallows us whole. Impartial death
confounds body and soul. Oh my goodness, my pants are falling off! No wonder this guy had so much sex that
he actually rotted to pieces from syphilis at age Oh man, though, did he ever earn it. Drinking night and day,
womanizing, romancing then recoiling in this hideous primal dance with his off-again, on-again but most
recurrent mistress. Speaking of her, let me tell you now that Wilmot was one seriously twisted, vindictive,
jealous sonofabitch for being such a tramp. The awesome thing is, he was able to channel his clusterfucked
emotions into these heart-punching meditations on the deepest-buried, most dark and horrid aspects of
romantic love. Such natural freedoms are but just: Physicians shall believe in Jesus, And disobedience cease to
please us, Ere I desist with all my power To plague this woman and undo her. What a beast, right? His
resulting errors were often grievous, such as in this, my very favorite Wilmot story King Charles II requested a
draft of some society play or lady-wooing poem he had commissioned, and a reckless drunk? Wilmot
accidentally delivered a lovely poem he had written about the King himself, instead. Let me share the
introductory lines with you: Him no ambition moves to get renown Like the French fool, that wanders up and
down Starving his people, hazarding his crown. Peace is his aim, his gentleness is such, And love he loves, for
he loves fucking much. Then it goes on and on condescendingly about his penis, his sexual debauchery, his
ineptitude, etc. It is rumored that Wilmot was born-again on his deathbad after a life of avid Atheism and
nihilistic pleasure-seeking. Which is the basest creature, man or beast? Birds feed on birds, beasts on each
other prey, But savage man alone does man betray. Pressed by necessity, they kill for food; Man undoes man
to do himself no good. Nor can weak truth your reputation save: The knaves will all agree to call you knave.
Thus, sir, you see what human nature craves: Most men are cowards, all men should be knaves. The difference
lies, as far as I can see, Not in the thing itself, but the degree, And all the subject matter of debate Is only:
Have you ever heard such beautiful language used to describe a hair-trigger? Thou treacherous, base deserter
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of my flame, False to my passion, fatal to my fame, Through what mistaken magic dost thou prove So true to
lewdness, so untrue to love? When vice, disease, and scandal lead the way, With what officious haste dost
thou obey! You tell him, John!
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Life Upbringing and teens. John Wilmot was born at Ditchley House in Oxfordshire on 1 April His father, Henry, Viscount
Wilmot, was created Earl of Rochester in for his military service to Charles II during the King's exile under the
Commonwealth.

His poems and letters were torn up by a zealous mother after his death, bent on destroying anything obscene or
scandalous. His full development as a poet cannot be traced, but some of what survives is tantalisingly rich,
and has fascinated many subsequent writers. He is one of those rare poets who come to mean much more to
later generations. Huddled in dirt the reasoning engine lies Who was so proud, so witty and so wise. There is,
too, the obscene poetry, which refuses to be put aside as unworthy or undignified. His authentic voice is
sprightly, lewd and weirdly visionary. Rochester has not lacked for biographers. After reading any of them,
one concludes that one would certainly not have liked him as a person. His father was of great service to
Charles II in exile, and for that reason the son was granted much licence at court after the Restoration. He was
banished a couple of times for overstepping the mark in dramatic fashion â€” abducting an heiress, handing to
the King himself an obscene assault on him, and smashing up a priceless glass astronomical instrument when
drunk. Evidently, he was amusing and fast on his feet, and liked playing cruel practical jokes, once going into
hiding under the disguise of an Italian physician. His long-suffering wife and his mother tried their best to
salvage his reputation after his death, with only partial success; many tales were told subsequently of his
hellfire reputation, and even of a upposed deathbed recantation, at the age of The rest of it is drunkenness,
beating up the poor, raping lower-class girls and running away when his best friend got a knife in his side,
which one finds amusing or not as the case may be. When about to fight in a sea battle, he made his friends
promise that if any of them were killed, they would return as ghosts and report on life after death. Satire is a
very intricate genre, with many carefully distinguished sub-genres. Larman makes complete hay of it. Careful
analysis distinguishes between satire and flyting, parody and pastiche, burlesque high figures in low discourse
and mock-heroic vice-versa and many other sub-divisions. Can one parody a form at all? There is, too, a
problem with his larger knowledge, and even very well-known writers get garbled in the retelling. It is hard to
beat this for misapprehension and error. It is unusual to see books published these days that contain much in
the way of readings of classic authors. Rochester is of great interest, but it would be good to see him
re-examined by a more alert and experienced writer.
7: The Complete Poems by John Wilmot
The 2nd Earl of Rochester, John Wilmot, was an english libertine and close friend of King Charles II. Known as one of
the greatest poets of the Restoration, he wrote and published popular satirical and bawdy poetry.

8: John Wilmot, Second Earl of Rochester
John Wilmot, second Earl of Rochester and Baron of Adderbury in England, Viscount Athlone in Ireland, infamous in his
time for his life and works and admired for his deathbed performance, was the cynosure of the libertine wits of
Restoration England.

9: Thug, rapist, poetic visionary: the contradictory Earl of Rochester | The Spectator
The second Earl of Rochester/Viscount of Athlone/Baron of Adderbury fought in wars and was a was hero in the Anglo
dutch war for Charles II. He wrote me truth, and brutal but real observation. His wit mind and tongue- sharp.
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