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A Day With a Stonecutter [Regine Pernoud, Giorgio Bacchin, Dominique Clift] on www.enganchecubano.com *FREE*
shipping on qualifying offers. Describes, both factually and fictionally, the life of a stonecutter in medieval Europe.

The stonecutter was toiling under the burning sun driving his chisel into the stone with his heavy mallet. He
led a simple life working as a stonecutter all day and returning to his wife and child in the evening. On this
sweltering day, the stonecutter was feeling particularly grumpy and his mood blackened when he saw his
wealthy landlord pass by in a sheltered horse-drawn carriage. In a flash, the startled stonecutter found himself
sitting in a small room. A small room that seemed to be moving! He was bouncing up and down, and up and
down. Gripping his seat, he cautiously peered out the window and saw that he was indeed moving in a
horse-drawn carriage. Down below, he saw the stonecutters working in the quarry wearing their dusty grey
uniforms. He looked at his own clothes and discovered that he was wearing a magnificent gown embroidered
with gold thread. After a while though, he began to feel uncomfortable, sweating under the heavy gown. The
heat seemed even more oppressive in the enclosed carriage. The rocking became overwhelming as a sickening
wave of nausea struck him. As he lay on his back, breathing deeply, he squinted up at the blazing sun. Being
the sun itself, he felt neither hot nor cold. He blazed as hard as he could over the land way below him. Just as
he was beginning to have fun watching streams dry up and the parched ground crack, a large cloud blocked his
way. No matter how hard he shined, the cloud was impenetrable. A cool, vaporous, spreading feeling washed
over him. He was closer to the earth now covering every inch of it in shadow. This pleased him as he thought
of the helpless sun above. He looked at the parched land below and decided to have a bit of fun. He started to
drizzle, then rain, then launched into a fabulous downpour. For a touch of theatrics, he flashed with lightning
and boomed with thunder. He aimed his bolts at trees, which split dramatically down the middle. Then he
aimed at the rock on which he had toiled as a man but the effect was disappointing. A few tiny pieces broke
off the surface, but the rock was otherwise unscathed. Suddenly he felt very still and solid. He tried to move,
but he was absolutely stuck. A sharp stinging sensation, chipped away at him. It was a stonecutter driving his
chisel into him with his heavy mallet! He just wanted to be himself, the humble stonecutter, to go home every
evening to his wife and child.
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Get this from a library! A day with a stonecutter. [RÃ©gine Pernoud; Giorgio Bacchin] -- Describes, both factually and
fictionally, the life of a stonecutter in medieval Europe.

E-mail A Japanese legend Long ago there lived a stonecutter who every morning took his mallet and chisel to
hew slabs of rock from the mountainside. When he had hauled them home, he would polish the rocks and sell
them. He was very good at his work, and so there was always plenty for him to do, and he was contented. One
day when he carried a finely polished block of stone to the house of a rich man, he saw all sorts of beautiful
things that he had never seen before. When he arrived home, instead of the poor little hut he had left in the
morning, there stood a wonderful palace. The stonecutter slept that night on a bed as soft as down. When he
awoke, he decided not to work anymore, and he looked out his window to see who was going by. As he
watched, a fine carriage drawn by snow-white horses rolled along. There were servants running in front and
behind, and a prince sat inside with a golden canopy over his head. The stonecutter was discontented again. He
was a prince, he had servants dressed in purple and gold, and he drove through the streets in a carriage with a
golden canopy. For a while he was happy. Then one day he noticed that the sun was wilting his grass and
flowers, even though he had watered them. He felt proud and mighty to be so great and bright in the sky. He
burned the fields of rich and poor alike. Then one day a cloud covered his face, and he was again filled with
discontent. I would be the cloud! So the mountain spirit changed him into a cloud, and he lay content for a
while between the sun and the earth. He caught the sunbeams and would not let them go. He began pouring
down rain until the rivers overflowed and the crops were spoiled. Whole towns were washed away. But he
could not move the mountain. For years he proudly stood, raising his head high above the other cliffs. Neither
the sun nor the rain harmed him. Then one day he heard a sharp tap-tapping, and he saw a stonecutter working
with his sharp tools, cutting into the mountainside. He felt a trembling inside him. And he became a man once
more, the same poor stonecutter he was before. Once again he lived in a hut and worked from morning to
night. Illustrated by Don Weller.
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pronunciation guide, suggested reading and index. Book is tight, clean and unmarked with faint vertical crease near
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Once upon a time, there lived a stonecutter who went every day to a great rock inside to a big mountain and
cut out slabs for great stones for the houses. Now, in the mountain dwelt, which now an then help them in
many ways to become rich and prosperous. The stonecutter did not believe in all this but a time when he
learned to change his opinion. After seeing such a lavish life, he wished to become a rich man. As his daily
routine, he went to the mountain to cut the great rock and started to think about the silky bed and golden
tassels. When the stonecutter reached his little house, he stood still in amazement. His little hut was converted
into a big royal castle for which he wished for. Soon, he forgot about his old life and started to lead a very
comfortable life. One day, as he was watching out of his window, he saw that the Prince was gouing in his
carriage with an umbrella on his head. There were many servants around him. Now, he wished to become a
Prince. Once again, the mountain dwelt heard his wish and he became a Prince. The stonecutter was leading a
royal and luxurious life. He looked around still for something to wish for and when he saw that, in spite of the
umbrella held over his head each day, his face grew brown. He thought that the sun is mightier than him. This
time, he wished to become the Sun. Like always, his wish was granted and he became the Sun. He felt proud
in his power. He saw a lovey sight from the top. Everyone was suffering because of heat. But in a short time,
he began to grow tired as there was nothing left for him. He thought that the cloud is even mightier than the
sun. And so, he wished to be the cloud. Once again, his wish was granted and he soon became a cloud. He laid
between the sun and the Earth. Unfortunately, for days and week she bought forth ring till the rivers
overflowed their banks. The whole place was destroyed except the rock. Now, he thought that the rock is the
mightiest of all. He wished to be a rock and soon his wish was granted. Proudly he stood and neither the heat
of the Sun nor the force of the rain could move him. But, one day, he heard a strange voice at his feet. It was a
stonecutter. He realized that a mere child is mightier than a rock. Now, he wished to be a man once again. As
always, his wish was heard and he was a man once again. In the sweat of his brow, he toiled again at his trade
of stone cutting. She loves to share her passion for Writing and Kids with the world in the form of short
stories, poems and more. Never Miss A Story Again! Our best stories delivered to your inbox Popular Stories.
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Chang Wu was a lowly stonecutter who worked day after day with his chisel and hammer, slowly and steadily Tssh,
Tssh,. Flow with the Way of Nature and Live Simply Some Taoist Parables for Life.

This is a Chain Story, a. Circular Story , with a powerful message. The Stonecutter A Japanese Folktale author
unknown Translated by David Brauns from the German translation by Wilhelm Friedrich Once upon a time
there lived a stonecutter, who went every day to a great rock in the side of a big mountain and cut out slabs for
gravestones or for houses. He understood very well the kinds of stones wanted for the different purposes, and
as he was a careful workman he had plenty of customers. For a long time he was quite happy and contented,
and asked for nothing better than what he had. Artwork by Patrick Gantz. Now in the mountain dwelt a spirit
which now and then appeared to men, and helped them in many ways to become rich and prosperous. The
stonecutter, however, had never seen this spirit, and only shook his head, with an unbelieving air, when
anyone spoke of it. But a time was coming when he learned to change his opinion. One day the stonecutter
carried a gravestone to the house of a rich man, and saw there all sorts of beautiful things, of which he had
never even dreamed. Suddenly his daily work seemed to grow harder and heavier, and he said to himself: He
thought it was all his fancy, and picked up his tools and went home, for he did not feel inclined to do any more
work that day. But when he reached the little house where he lived, he stood still with amazement, for instead
of his wooden hut was a stately palace filled with splendid furniture, and most splendid of all was the bed, in
every respect like the one he had envied. He was nearly beside himself with joy, and in his new life the old
one was soon forgotten. It was now the beginning of summer, and each day the sun blazed more fiercely. One
morning the heat was so great that the stonecutter could scarcely breathe, and he determined he would stop at
home till the evening. He was rather dull, for he had never learned how to amuse himself, and was peeping
through the closed blinds to see what was going on in the street, when a little carriage passed by, drawn by
servants dressed in blue and silver. Before his carriage rode one company of men and another behind it;
servants dressed in scarlet and gold bore him along, the coveted umbrella was held over his head, everything
his heart could desire was his. But yet it was not enough. He looked around still for something to wish for, and
when he saw that in spite of the water he poured on the grass the rays of the sun scorched it, and that in spite
of the umbrella held over his head each day his face grew browner and browner, he cried in his anger: He shot
his beams above and below, on earth and in heaven; he burnt up the grass in the fields and scorched the faces
of princes as well as of poorer folk. Discontent once more filled his soul, and when a cloud covered his face,
and hid the earth from him, he cried in his anger: Oh, that I were a cloud, and mightier than any! But that was
not enough for him, and for days and week he poured forth rain till the rivers overflowed their banks, and the
crops of rice stood in water. Towns and villages were destroyed by the power of the rain, only the great rock
on the mountainside remained unmoved. The cloud was amazed at the sight, and cried in wonder: Oh, if I
were only the rock! Proudly he stood, and neither the heat of the sun nor the force of the rain could move him.
But one day he heard a strange noise at his feet, and when he looked down to see what it could be, he saw a
stonecutter driving tools into his surface. Even while he looked a trembling feeling ran all through him, and a
great block broke off and fell upon the ground. Then he cried in his wrath: Oh, if I were only a man! A man
once more you shall be! His bed was hard and his food scanty, but he had learned to be satisfied with it, and
did not long to be something or somebody else. And as he never asked for things he did not have, or desired to
be greater and mightier than other people, he was happy at last, and never again heard the voice of the
mountain spirit.
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Stonecutter definition is - one that cuts, carves, or dresses stone. one that cuts, carves, or dresses stone; a machine for
dressing stone; a person who cuts or carves stone See the full definition.

From architectural drafting to quarrying to stone installations to founding a stone fabrication business to stone
exploring and eventually to sculpture. His blog shares his lifetime of experience. It is meant to make the urban
landscape understandable to everyone. Walking with my father, the stonecutter, gave me an interesting insight
back in People who work with stone can leave permanent marks on the urban landscape. The quarry and the
trade had both been long forgotten. Back in , Portland had a significant stone cutting industry, with 17 to 20
companies that supported hundreds of people. The times and technology changed over the years. By , about
the time I was designing my company logo, Portland had only one stone company, which probably supported
10 to 15 people. Styles and tastes changed, and today, Portland may have around 30 stone companies
supporting perhaps people. But during these changes much has been lost, for few of the people in the current
stone industry have any sense of history or an interest in stones other than as a means to make a
living-although all of them demonstrate a healthy sense of romance towards stone, since that is an integral part
of the stone business. However, since for the most part, the urban landscape is defined by dimension stonesandstone, limestone, marble, and granite-for this, we need to look at the sources of these materials to
understand how these materials shape our city. The urban landscape I call "stone footprints" for the most part
is defined by technologies at stone saw mills, which are far from local stone workers. But here I will focus on
the small but important part of our past. The stonecutter, a long forgotten trade. This is my personal
understanding of the stonecutter. I have for most of my life lived on the West Coast so I can speak little of the
great body of stone history mostly located on the East Coast. So my knowledge is somewhat local and does
not include the work of marble cutters, again the result of geography. And of course it excludes the
monumental efforts of European stone workers of the 13th through 15th centuries. Among other cut stone
pieces making the whole, most often for a building. I donated a book to the stone museum some years ago
outlining the work of the stonecutter. I think these sorts of working manuals existed for many trades then.
Imagine cutting a circular stair casing complete with step, facing, outside, and inside walls, with a circular
base and the hand rail, banisters in granite or marble. Columns that fit, cutting the flutes in columns, arches,
door frames, windows frames, sloped sill coping, floors and ceiling radial patterns or grades that wrap around
a city block and align perfectly. A lot of three-dimensional math is required. I presume to know a little, but my
father and my two older brothers could calculate what dad called ramp and twist. My younger brother who
was an artist in stone and I could not. The modern era of the stonecutters in the United States was from to ,
when they were replaced by the gang saw for the most part although they still exist in large architectural and
Memorial fabrication facilities is in the Midwest, East and Southeast, with the help of sawn slabs. I read once
there may be stonecutters left in the United States. Stonecutters learned to pitch stone with minimal effort. I
briefly apprenticed in a fabrication facility cutting dies, slants, hickeys and bases for monumental dealers.
They mostly used 6 inch and eight inch sawn or polished slabs of granite. Stonecutters talk of the subtleties of
each type of granite amongst themselves. They all pitch differently. These Memorial cutters are offended by
point marks or ill- defined corner lines, a sign a failure in stone cutting. Stonecutters would stun a modern
stone worker or government ergonomics inspector. No stonecutter could work with bent elbows. Apprentice
cutters were called lumpers whose job was to shovel up spalls for the stonecutters. I think there were many
extra labor jobs back then. I met a stone polisher in Portland in who told me he knew my uncle Ted, a
bricklayer and stonemason when he was a teenager working as a water boy for masons. Back then marble
setters installers wore white shirts and ties in Portland in the s and 30s. Even though I worked in the stone
trade for 15 years and had four years of college, I needed to attend a year long Saturday brick layer school and
serve a three-year apprenticeship before I was given a marble masons union card in Standards for craftsmen
then were much more rigid, but today almost anyone can call himself a stone artisan. My father told me that
there were stone workers living in the Knowles, California granite quarry in when he worked there. To me,
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these buildings are the most beautiful parts of San Francisco, all of which were built out of Sierra Nevada
granite. We walked around several abandoned quarries looking at granite foundations of stone bunk houses in
the lonely foothills of Madera County California. All gone now, flowers, live oak, and abandoned quarry holes
full of water. They are on private property ranch land, with no easy access. These old quarries exist all over
the country, a remnant of another time. Back then the stonecutter traveled from job to job, city to city,
following the work. They worked with local materials, giving rise to the urban identities we can still
recognize. This was well before modern day mass production steel frame, stone skin buildings. There is an
architectural expression that cities reflect the ground they are built on. Here are some examples of local stone
that gave rise to urban identities back then: The list goes on: In fact, I often visit the Central Montana town of
Lewistown. Croatian immigrant stonecutters, who settled there in the s, built it out of local sandstone. When I
first visited no one seemed to know the source of the stone. We took some pictures. There is a strong sense of
local pride in Lewistown where the old stonework has not been painted over or covered by trendy designs. I
have spent 5 working vacations attempting to reopen old marble quarries in Southeastern Alaska once owned
by the Vermont Marble Company. These quarries provided much of the stone used on buildings throughout
the West. A pile of white marble 40 feet long, 40 feet high and 3 miles long still lies on the ground covered by
thick layers of moss. See Stearns County Minnesota for a great video on the history of stone I have only found
four places in the world where traditional stone cutters are still celebrated, by showing their tools in display
cases. There may be others. The first is the state historical Center in Helena Montana and, second, a state
building in Vienna Austria. Both honor stone craftsmen. The third is the Stearns county museum in
Minnesota, where I grew up. This building is located next to a granite quarry that is now used as a nature park.
It has a sunken man-made exhibition quarry in it showing the tools of the trade. It is a shame that Tenino
Washington does not have an exhibition since its community pool is an old quarry. The Vermont marble
company has a museum that recalls when their company once controlled almost all the marble work in the
USA. However its more gratifying when noncommercial individuals provide the history lesson. It seems to
suggest a more sincere interest. As my father and I continued walking around abandoned quarry he told me
stonecutters of his era were paid a dollar per hour and train fare to and from their home state. By comparison,
electricians received 60 cents per hour at the same time. No wonder the stone cutters strutted the streets of San
Francisco with their wooden foldup tape measures in their back pockets on Sundays. In I was visiting with a
year-old memorial dealer from the bay area. He joked that so much stone dust came from a job shack that the
insurance rates went up to the business across the street in San Francisco. In that era some lived, some died,
my father told me he never expected to see 40 years. Looking out the window, I noticed it has a twist in it
caused by its end posts not being in perfect alignment. My dad would have called this a wine, I suppose from
the word winding. Stonecutters and bricklayers are unique among tradesemen. They insist on their work being
absolutely level and plumb. All the edges were rough split top and bottom broken face. Interestingly, there
was a perimeter of 3 to 4 inches of point marks all around it. I asked my father what this was. I can still see
him 50 years later. The stonecutter prepared this stone for the surface drifter to hammer point the top flat to his
marks. Years later it dawned on me, this is the fundamental beginning of every building stone ever cut. I can
only speculate the work of the stonecutter before compressed air. I will chronicle what I call deep drilled
hammer face compressed air technology another time. Bit is turned with each hammer blow. My son told me
they still have in drilling contests in granite in Reno Nevada. Probably due to railroad building for explosives
through the Sierra Nevada. I believe that Sullivan Channler used steam power in Alaska quarries at the turn of
the century to chisel. But I doubt it was used to drill stones locally. Hammer and chisel most likely. I watched
my father drill this way in concrete at his Lake home where we had no electricity.
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Once upon a time there lived a stone cutter who was dissatisfied with his life. One day, on his way to work, he passes by
a beautiful mansion.

This section does not cite any sources. Please help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources.
Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. October Masonry is the craft of shaping rough pieces of
rock into accurate geometrical shapes, at times simple, but some of considerable complexity, and then
arranging the resulting stones, often together with mortar , to form structures. A stonemason at Eglinton
Tournament bridge with a selection of tools of the trade Quarrymen split sheets of rock, and extract the
resulting blocks of stone from the ground. Sawyers cut these rough blocks into cuboids, to required size with
diamond-tipped saws. The resulting block if ordered for a specific component is known as sawn six sides SSS.
They can produce anything from stones with simple chamfers to tracery windows, detailed mouldings and the
more classical architectural building masonry. When working a stone from a sawn block, the mason ensures
that the stone is bedded in the right way, so the finished work sits in the building in the same orientation as it
was formed on the ground. Occasionally though some stones need to be orientated correctly for the
application; this includes voussoirs, jambs, copings and cornices. The basic tools, methods and skills of the
banker mason have existed as a trade for thousands of years. Carvers cross the line from craft to art, and use
their artistic ability to carve stone into foliage, figures, animals or abstract designs. Fixer masons specialize in
the fixing of stones onto buildings, using lifting tackle , and traditional lime mortars and grouts. Sometimes
modern cements, mastics and epoxy resins are used, usually on specialist applications such as stone cladding.
Metal fixings, from simple dowels and cramps to specialised single application fixings, are also used. The
precise tolerances necessary make this a highly skilled job. Memorial masons or monumental masons carve
gravestones and inscriptions. The modern stonemason undergoes comprehensive training, both in the
classroom and in the working environment. Hands-on skill is complemented by intimate knowledge of each
stone type, its application and best uses, and how to work and fix each stone in place. The mason may be
skilled and competent to carry out one or all of the various branches of stonemasonry. In some areas the trend
is towards specialization, in other areas towards adaptability. Types of stone[ edit ] This section does not cite
any sources. October Learn how and when to remove this template message Typical Aberdeen city street
showing the widespread use of local granite Stonemasons use all types of natural stone: Igneous stones[ edit ]
Granite is one of the hardest stones, and requires much different techniques to sedimentary stones that it is
virtually a separate trade. With great persistence, simple mouldings can and have been carved from granite, for
example in many Cornish churches and in the city of Aberdeen. Generally, however, it is used for purposes
that require its strength and durability, such as kerbstones, countertops, flooring, and breakwaters. Igneous
stone ranges from very soft rocks such as pumice and scoria to somewhat harder rocks such as tuff to hardest
rocks such as granite and basalt. Metamorphic[ edit ] Marble is a fine, easily worked stone, that comes in
various colours, but mainly white. It has traditionally been used for carving statues, and for facing many
Byzantine and buildings of the Italian Renaissance. The first and most admirable marble carvers and sculptors
were the Greeks, namely Antenor 6th century BC , Phidias and Critias 5th century BC , Praxiteles 4th century
BC and others who used mainly the marble of Paros and Thassos islands, and the whitest and brightest of all
although not the finest , the Pentelikon marble. Their work was preceded by older sculptors from
Mesopotamia and Egypt, but the Greeks were unmatched in plasticity and realistic re presentation, either of
Gods Apollo, Aphrodite, Hermes, Zeus, etc. The famous Acropolis of Athens is said to be constructed using
the Pentelicon marble. The traditional home of the marble industry is the area around Carrara in Italy , from
where a bright and fine, whitish marble is extracted in vast quantities. Slate is a popular choice of stone for
memorials and inscriptions, as its fine grain and hardness means it leaves details very sharp. Its tendency to
split into thin plates has also made it a popular roofing material. There are two main types of sedimentary
stone used in masonry work, limestones and sandstones. Examples of limestones include Bath and Portland
stone. Yorkstone and Sydney sandstone are most commonly used sandstone. Types of stonemasonry[ edit ]
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This section needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to
reliable sources. October Types of stonemasonry are: Fixer Masons This type of masons have specialized into
fixing the stones onto the buildings. They might do this with grouts, mortars and lifting tackle. They might
also use things like single application specialized fixings, simple cramps, and dowels as well as stone cladding
with things like epoxy resins, mastics and modern cements. Memorial Masons These are the masons that make
headstones and carve the inscriptions on them. One must also have knowledge of the types of stones as well as
its best uses and how to work it as well as how to fix it in place. Ashlar Masonry Stone masonry using dressed
cut stones is known as ashlar masonry. Stone Veneer Stone veneer is used as a protective and decorative
covering for interior or exterior walls and surfaces. The veneer is typically 1 inch 2. The structural wall is put
up first, and thin, flat stones are mortared onto the face of the wall. Metal tabs in the structural wall are
mortared between the stones to tie everything together, to prevent the stonework from separating from the
wall. Slipform Stonemasonry Slipform stonemasonry is a method for making stone walls with the aid of
formwork to contain the rocks and mortar while keeping the walls straight. Short forms, up to two feet tall, are
placed on both sides of the wall to serve as a guide for the stone work. Stones are placed inside the forms with
the good faces against the form work. Concrete is poured behind the rocks. Rebar is added for strength, to
make a wall that is approximately half reinforced concrete and half stonework. The wall can be faced with
stone on one side or both sides. October Learn how and when to remove this template message Traditionally
medieval stonemasons served a seven-year apprenticeship. A similar system still operates today. A modern
apprenticeship lasts three years. This combines on-site learning through personal experience, the experience of
the tradesmen and college work where apprentices are given an overall experience of the building, hewing and
theory work involved in masonry. In some areas colleges offer courses which teach not only the manual skills
but also related fields such as drafting and blueprint reading or construction conservation. Electronic
Stonemasonry training resources enhance traditional delivery techniques. Hands-on workshops are a good way
to learn about stonemasonry also. Those wishing to become stonemasons should have little problem working
at heights, possess reasonable hand-eye co-ordination, be moderately physically fit, and have basic
mathematical ability. Most of these things can be developed while learning. The basic tools for shaping the
stone are a mallet , chisels , and a metal straight edge. With these one can make a flat surface - the basis of all
stonemasonry. Chisels come in a variety of sizes and shapes, dependent upon the function for which they are
being used and have many different names depending on locality. There are different chisels for different
materials and sizes of material being worked, for removing large amounts of material and for putting a fine
finish on the stone. Mixing mortar is normally done today with mortar mixers which usually use a rotating
drum or rotating paddles to mix the mortar. The masonry trowel is used for the application of the mortar
between and around the stones as they are set into place. Filling in the gaps joints with mortar is referred to as
pointing. Pointing in smaller joints can be accomplished using tuck pointers , pointing trowels , and margin
trowels , among other tools. It would be used with a chisel or splitter for a variety of purposes A walling
hammer catchy hammer can be used in place of a hammer and chisel or pincher to produce rubble or pinnings
or snecks. Stonemasons use a lewis together with a crane or block and tackle to hoist building stones into
place. Today power tools such as compressed-air chisels, abrasive spinners and angle grinders are much used:
But many of the basic tools of stonemasonry have remained virtually the same throughout vast amounts of
time, even thousands of years, for instance when comparing chisels that can be bought today with chisels
found at the pyramids of Giza the common sizes and shapes are virtually unchanged. During the time of the
Neolithic Revolution and domestication of animals , people learned how to use fire to create quicklime ,
plasters , and mortars. They used these to fashion homes for themselves with mud, straw, or stone, and
masonry was born. The Ancients heavily relied on the stonemason to build the most impressive and long
lasting monuments to their civilizations. The Egyptians built their pyramids , the civilizations of Central
America had their step pyramids , the Persians their palaces, the Greeks their temples, and the Romans their
public works and wonders See Roman Architecture. Among the famous ancient stonemasons is Sophroniscus ,
the father of Socrates , who was a stone-cutter. Castle building was an entire industry for the medieval
stonemasons. When the Western Roman Empire fell, building in dressed stone decreased in much of Western
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Europe , and there was a resulting increase in timber-based construction. Stone work experienced a resurgence
in the 9th and 10th centuries in Europe, and by the 12th century religious fervour resulted in the construction
of thousands of impressive churches and cathedrals in stone across Western Europe. Apprentices were
indentured to their masters as the price for their training, journeymen were qualified craftsmen who were paid
by the day, and master masons were considered freemen who could travel as they wished to work on the
projects of the patrons and could operate as self-employed craftsmen and train apprentices. A medieval
stonemason would often carve a personal symbol onto their block to differentiate their work from that of other
stonemasons. The Renaissance saw stonemasonry return to the prominence and sophistication of the Classical
age. The rise of the Humanist philosophy gave people the ambition to create marvelous works of art. The
centre stage for the Renaissance would prove to be Italy, where city-states such as Florence erected great
structures, including the Cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore , the Fountain of Neptune , and the Laurentian
Library which was planned and built by Michelangelo Buonarroti , a famous stonemason of the Renaissance.
When Europeans settled the Americas, they brought the stonemasonry techniques of their respective
homelands with them. Settlers used what materials were available, and in some areas stone was the material of
choice. In the first waves, building mimicked that of Europe, to eventually be replaced by unique architecture
later on. In the 20th century, stonemasonry saw its most radical changes in the way the work is accomplished.
Prior to the first half of the century, most heavy work was executed by draft animals or human muscle power.
With the arrival of the internal combustion engine , many of these hard aspects of the trade have been made
simpler and easier. Cranes and forklifts have made moving and laying heavy stones relatively easy for the
stonemasons. Motor powered mortar mixers have saved much in time and energy as well.
7: Stonemasonry - Wikipedia
Narrator 2: Every day the Stonecutter cut stones from the mountain and put them in his cart. Narrator 3: The Stonecutter
worked hard all day with his chisel and his hammer. Narrator 4: All day, every day, the Stonecutter worked.

8: The Stonecutter - Bedtimeshortstories
The Stonecutter is a fairy tale he collected in Japan. A stonecutter sees how rich people live when he is delivering a
gravestone one day. From that day on he is dissatisfied with his own lot and.

9: Japanese Folktale: The Stonecutterâ€™s Wishes
The stonecutter was toiling under the burning sun driving his chisel into the stone with his heavy mallet. He led a simple
life working as a stonecutter all day and returning to his wife and child in the evening.
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