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Product Details Synopsis Few books have captivated the imagination and won the devotion and praise of
readers and critics everywhere as has George R. Now, inA Feast for Crows, Martin delivers the long-awaited
fourth book of his landmark series, as a kingdom torn asunder finds itself at last on the brink of peace A Feast
for Crows It seems too good to be true. After centuries of bitter strife and fatal treachery, the seven powers
dividing the land have decimated one another into an uneasy truce. Or so it appears Few legitimate claims to
the once desperately sought Iron Throne still exist or they are held in hands too weak or too distant to wield
them effectively. The war, which raged out of control for so long, has burned itself out. But as in the aftermath
of any climactic struggle, it is not long before the survivors, outlaws, renegades, and carrion eaters start to
gather, picking over the bones of the dead and fighting for the spoils of the soon-to-be dead. Now in the Seven
Kingdoms, as the human crows assemble over a banquet of ashes, daring new plots and dangerous new
alliances are formed, while surprising faces some familiar, others only just appearing are seen emerging from
an ominous twilight of past struggles and chaos to take up the challenges ahead. It is a time when the wise and
the ambitious, the deceitful and the strong will acquire the skills, the power, and the magic to survive the stark
and terrible times that lie before them. It is a time for nobles and commoners, soldiers and sorcerers, assassins
and sages to come together and stake their fortunes For at a feast for crows, many are the guests but only a few
are the survivors. From the Hardcover edition. Few books have captivated the imagination and won the
devotion and praise of readers and critics everywhere as has George R. Martins monumental epic cycle of high
fantasy. Now, in "A Feast for Crows," Martin delivers the long-awaited fourth book of his landmark series, as
a kingdom torn asunder finds itself at last on the brink of peace. Or so it appears. Robb Starks demise has
broken the back of the Northern rebels, and his siblings are scattered throughout the kingdom like seeds on
barren soil. Few legitimate claims to the once desperately sought Iron Throne still exist--or they are held in
hands too weak or too distant to wield them effectively. Now in the Seven Kingdoms, as the human crows
assemble over a banquet of ashes, daring new plots and dangerous new alliances are formed, while surprising
faces--some familiar, others only just appearing--are seen emerging from an ominous twilight of past struggles
and chaos to take up the challenges ahead. It is a time for nobles and commoners, soldiers and sorcerers,
assassins and sages to come together and stake their fortunes. For at a feast for crows, many are the guests--but
only a few are the survivors. The Lannisters are in power on the Iron Throne. The war in the Seven Kingdoms
has burned itself out, but in its bitter aftermath new conflicts spark to life. The Martells of Dorne and the
Starks of Winterfell seek vengeance for their dead. Euron Crow s Eye, as black a pirate as ever raised a sail,
returns from the smoking ruins of Valyria to claim the Iron Isles. From the icy north, where Others threaten
the Wall, apprentice Maester Samwell Tarly brings a mysterious babe in arms to the Citadel. As plots, intrigue
and battle threaten to engulf Westeros, victory will go to the men and women possessed of the coldest steel
and the coldest hearts.
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She turned out to be every bit as nasty and malicious as she seemed. Cersei was also incredibly paranoid,
convinced Tyrion was going to try and kill her and that Margaery would try take her power. This paranoia
combined with a lust for power meant Cersei made some pretty crappy choices. She alienated all her allies
from her. The harder she tried to keep them the more she pushed them away. All of her time and energy goes
into scheming, plotting and back stabbing. So the more awful she is, the more her punishment is justified and
we, the listeners, love every second of it. Jaime Lannister undergoes some serious improvement over the
course of this audiobook. But Jaime regrets a lot of his actions and is trying to atone for them. Most of the
characters start out pure and slowly become more spiteful and conniving as the series progresses. Jaime goes
the other way. She seems to becoming quite ruthless and lethal. Even though the House of Black and White
has taken her in, I get the feeling that Arya is going to keep searching for something that will give her a real
sense of family and home. It will be very interesting to see where she goes over the course of the next few
books, I hope she achieves her well deserved bad ass status, but that she finds some happiness too. One
redeeming feature of this storyline is that Alayne seems to be twice the woman Sansa was. Dotrice did a good
job of narrating about a million different characters, he managed to find voices for all of them which is very
impressive. Poor old Roy, I think he may have lost it a bit in this book. Suffice to say his accents and
pronunciation is all over the place. Roy managed to say Brienne in about 10 different ways throughout the
books. Gilly is now Jilly. Petyr is suddenly Peter that really tore my nighty and now Tyrion and Jamie seems
to have Welsh accents? Such inconsistent narration is really distracting and ruined the book a bit for me. Here
are some tips to deal with the slightly lousy narration in A Feast for Crows: Every time Roy gives a character
a different accent eat a piece of chocolate 2: Every time Roy changes the pronunciation for something angrily
shout the correct pronunciation.
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Plot summary[ edit ] The War of the Five Kings is slowly coming to its end. In the Seven Kingdoms[ edit ]
Prologue in Oldtown[ edit ] Pate, a young apprentice at the Citadel in Oldtown , is studying to become a
maester. He has stolen an important key to a depository of books and records at the request of a stranger in
exchange for a reward; after turning over the key and receiving the reward, he dies abruptly from poison. She
also disregards accurate advice by her uncle Kevan Lannister and her brother Jaime, alienating them both.
When Cersei dismisses its representatives, the Iron Bank refuses to grant new loans and demands immediate
repayment, nearly crippling the economy of Westeros. A scheme to falsely have the Faith put Margaery on
trial for adultery backfires when the religious leadership imprisons Cersei herself on similar correct charges.
Riverlands[ edit ] After a series of disagreements, Cersei dispatches Jaime to the Riverlands to re-establish
control. When Brienne refuses to decide, she and some of her companions are sentenced to be hanged, at
which she screams an undisclosed word. Victarion estimates that when the Redwyne fleet returns from the
siege at Dragonstone it will retake the islands; and when Euron sends him east to woo Daenerys Targaryen on
his behalf, to thus gain a claim to the Iron Throne , Victarion decides to woo her for himself instead. Because
they are inciting the commonfolk , Doran has them imprisoned in the palace. To his daughter, Doran reveals
that her brother Quentyn has gone east to bring back " Fire and Blood ". As a novice there, Arya attempts to
master their belief that Faceless Men have no true identity by throwing all her treasures into the water secretly
keeping her sword, Needle and posing as a girl called "Cat of the Canals". Having confessed this death, she is
given a glass of warm milk as punishment. She wakes up the following morning blind. Sam is accompanied by
aging Maester Aemon, the wildling mother Gilly, her newborn baby, and sworn brother Dareon. The voyage
across the Narrow Sea is underway before Sam realizes Jon swapped the sons of Gilly and Mance Rayder, to
protect the Wildling "prince" from sacrifice by the priestess Melisandre. Aemon becomes sick and the party
wait in Braavos for his health to improve. After a Summer Islander tells Aemon about the Targaryen dragons,
Aemon decides that Daenerys has come to fulfill a prophecy. He dies at the age of shortly after they leave
Braavos. At the end of the novel, Samwell arrives at the Citadel to begin his training. He meets the
archmaester Marwyn, who tells him the Citadel have a plan against magic, and leaves to find Daenerys.
Samwell also encounters a fellow apprentice who introduces himself as Pate, connecting the prolog to the
narrative. Characters[ edit ] The story is narrated from the point of view of 12 characters and a one-off prolog
point of view. Unlike its predecessors, the fourth novel follows numerous minor characters as well. The
Prophet, The Drowned Man: The Captain of Guards: Arianne Martell , daughter of Prince Doran and heir to
Dorne.
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Jul 03, Matt Luedke rated it it was amazing It feels a little insane to review this entire series with one swing,
especially considering that each book is like pages, depending on the book and the format. He may have also
been inspired by his two R R initials?? The result is a sprawling world that, yes, is fantasy because dragons
and such do exist. The magic that does exist is so rare, weak, and finicky, that most characters consider it to
barely exist at all. Instead, they almost exclusively interact on several layers of political intrigue and war.
There is a very large cast of characters, and particularly in the fourth and fifth books they start running into the
good old second law of thermodynamics-- disorder never decreases! Very ballsy and a good move. There were
originally only going to be 5 books, now there are supposed to be 7 total. If he sticks to 7 and his current pace
it will be done in about 10 years. If he adds more again, or slows down, who knows? Very fun, rewarding to
really dive into, and continually imaginative. If the last books are as good as I think they could be, this series
will be a legitimate literary classic. Plus, Tyrion is awesome in both book and TV form! Martin invests
himself in every character he writes, and it shows. The men and women in the series show strength,
resourcefulness and really grow as characters, and to give up early is to miss the process of maturation the
characters themselves go through, especially Danaerys. Dani begins the series a As a woman, the first several
chapters of ASOFAI were very disturbing to me; the lack of a strong female character and the violence against
women made me nearly put the books down. Dani begins the series as a young, sheltered girl, both protected
and abused by her older brother in his quest to restore their family to the throne. But Dani quickly adapts to
her surroundings, and learns much from listening and respecting the different cultures. She bends without
breaking, something her stubborn brother cannot find it in himself to do. It is Dani, not her brother, who is
truly descended from "the blood of the dragon". She is a complex character trying to do the right thing in a
world that George R. Martin has deliberately made the opposite of good vs evil. In that world, pragmatists and
strategists live while the naive and trusting die. And this is where I talk about that world of the series, because
it is really significant to note that, while a fantasy world, it is modeled on Europe during the Wars of the Roses
and the families fighting for the throne at the time. The patriarchal society, arranged marriages, plotting and
treason exist because the historical background upon which the fictional work is based included all those
elements and they are necessary for the factions to make sense. Yet Martin still has women play pivotal roles.
Martin delights in turning expectations upside-down. He takes typical fantasy tropes and distorts them until
the reader does not know what to expect. One of the reasons I like these books so much is their
unpredictability. This is also a feature that has earned Martin his sharpest criticism, however; readers find that
even their favorite characters are not guaranteed success, or a life without suffering, or even life at all. Perhaps
his overall philosophy could be summed up in one line from the books and the HBO series based upon them ,
"In the game of thrones, you win or you die. He learned, very young, the most important lesson of survival:
Trust no one and never let your guard down.
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He left it in a tall wagon draped with crimson banners, with six silent sisters riding attendance on his bones.
The choice felt wrong to Jaime. His father had been a lion, that no one could deny, but even Lord Tywin never
claimed to be a god. The lords of the west followed close behind them. The winds snapped at their banners,
making their charges dance and flutter. As he trotted up the column, Jaime passed boars, badgers, and beetles,
a green arrow and a red ox, crossed halberds, crossed spears, a treecat, a strawberry, a maunch, four sunbursts
counterchanged. Lord Brax was wearing a pale grey doublet slashed with cloth-of-silver, an amethyst unicorn
pinned above his heart. Lord Banefort had weathered battle better, and looked ready to return to war at once.
Plumm wore purple, Prester ermine, Moreland russet and green, but each had donned a cloak of crimson silk,
in honor of the man they were escorting home. Behind the lords came a hundred crossbowmen and three
hundred men-at-arms, and crimson flowed from their shoulders as well. In his white cloak and white scale
armor, Jaime felt out of place amongst that river of red. Nor did his uncle make him more at ease. Dead, it
seemed to say, dead, dead. He was my father. I have a beard, and she has breasts. If you are still confused,
nuncle, count our hands. How fares your king? A good and valiant knight. Give me leave to pick my own
men, and the Kingsguard will be great again. Put that baldly, though, it sounded feeble; an empty boast from a
man the realm called Kingslayer. A man with shit for honor. Jaime let it go. He had not come to argue with his
uncle. No one told me. Cersei wants to rule. The realm is hers. All I ask is to be left in peace. My place is at
Darry with my son. The castle must needs be restored, the lands planted and protected. I had as well see
Lancel wed. His bride has grown impatient waiting for us to make our way to Darry. His cousin Lancel was
riding ten yards behind them. With his hollow eyes and dry white hair, he looked older than Lord Jast. Jaime
could feel his phantom fingers itching at the sight of him. He had tried to speak with Lancel more times than
he could count, but never found him alone. If his father was not with him, some septon was. Tyrion was lying
to me. His words were meant to wound. Jaime put his cousin from his thoughts and turned back to his uncle.
Sandor Clegane is raiding along the Trident, it would seem. Your sister wants his head. It may be that he has
joined Dondarrion. By now half the realm had heard. The raid had been exceptionally savage. Let him deal
with the outlaws. I would sooner have you go to Riverrun. The Warden of the West. He has no need of me.
The suggestion took him aback. I am not like to go off and face Clegane and Dondarrion by myself, if that is
what you fear, ser. Not every Lannister is a fool for glory. So could Brax, Banefort, Plumm, any of these
others. They have not changed. Tell her that, the next time you are in her bedchamber. Jaime let him go, his
missing sword hand twitching. He had hoped against hope that Cersei had somehow misunderstood, but
plainly that was wrong. He knows about the two of us. About Tommen and Myrcella. And Cersei knows he
knows. Ser Kevan was a Lannister of Casterly Rock. He could not believe that she would ever do him harm,
but. I was wrong about Tyrion, why not about Cersei? When sons were killing fathers, what was there to stop
a niece from ordering an uncle slain? An inconvenient uncle, who knows too much. Though perhaps Cersei
was hoping that the Hound might do her work for her. If Sandor Clegane cut down Ser Kevan, she would not
need to bloody her own hands. And he will, if they should meet. Kevan Lannister had once been a stout man
with a sword, but he was no longer young, and the Hound. The column had caught up to him. As his cousin
rode past, flanked by his two septons, Jaime called out to him. I wanted to congratulate you upon your
marriage. I only regret that my duties do not permit me to attend. Still, I hate to miss your bedding. It is your
first marriage and her second, I understand. His cousin squirmed uncomfortably in the saddle. And for Her
Grace the queen. May the Crone lead her to her wisdom and the Warrior defend her. The Imp was lying.
Tyrion, you evil bastard, you should have lied about someone more likely. Garlan the Gallant had taken half
the Tyrell strength back to Highgarden, and his lady mother and grandmother had gone with him. Lord Stannis
appeared to have left only a small garrison behind him when he sailed north, so two thousand men would be
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more than sufficient, Cersei had judged. The rest of the westermen had gone back to their wives and children,
to rebuild their homes, plant their fields, and bring in one last harvest. Cersei had taken Tommen round their
camps before they marched, to let them cheer their little king. She had never looked more beautiful than she
did that day, with a smile on her lips and the autumn sunlight shining on her golden hair. Whatever else one
might say about his sister, she did know how to make men love her when she cared enough to try. As Jaime
trotted through the castle gates, he came upon two dozen knights riding at a quintain in the outer yard.
Something else I can no longer do, he thought. A lance was heavier and more cumbersome than a sword, and
swords were proving trial enough. He supposed he might try holding the lance with his left hand, but that
would mean shifting his shield to his right arm. A shield on his right arm would prove about as useful as
nipples on his breastplate. No, my jousting days are done, he thought as he dismounted. Ser Tallad the Tall
lost his mount when the sandbag came around and thumped him in the head. Strongboar struck the shield so
hard he cracked it. Kennos of Kayce finished the destruction. A new shield was hung for Ser Dermot of the
Rainwood. Then the Knight of Flowers mounted up and put the others all to shame. Jousting was
three-quarters horsemanship, Jaime had always believed. He puts the point just where he means to put it, and
seems to have the balance of a cat. Perhaps it was not such a fluke that he unhorsed me.
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The War of the Five Kings seems to be winding down. Lord Tywin Lannister is dead, murdered by his son
Tyrion during his flight from the city. The novel spans several months in the first half of the year After the
Landing, possibly longer. Shortly after receiving his payment, Pate collapses in the street. Cersei rebuffs him
and asks her uncle Kevan to serve as Hand. Cersei furiously refuses him and Kevan leaves to help his son
Lancel rule his new castle of Darry in the Riverlands. Eventually, she names the biddable Harys Swyft as
Hand and fills the rest of the small council with her cronies, including Gyles Rosby as master of coin , the
sellsail Aurane Waters as Commander of the Royal Fleet, and the disgraced ex-maester Qyburn as master of
whisperers. He is to take Maester Aemon back to the Citadel in Oldtown by sea and see if he can research
information on the Others in the archives there. The information may be essential in the possible war to come.
The wildling girl Gilly and the singer Dareon will accompany them as well. Dareon makes money singing, but
constantly spends it on wine and prostitutes, leaving the group stranded. Dareon also hears rumours in the city
of a three-headed dragon in Meereen. Aemon comes to believe that Daenerys fulfills the prophecy of the
Prince Who Was Promised , reasoning that dragons are hermaphroditic. He also reveals to Sam that he was in
touch with Rhaegar by letter, and Rhaegar believed his son Aegon was the Prince Who Was Promised,
apparently erroneously. Aemon resolves to travel to Meereen, and the Summer Islanders agree to take them
south to Oldtown as part of the journey. At sea, Aemon dies of natural causes. His last instructions to Sam are
to tell the maesters of the Citadel what has happened and make them understand they must send aid to
Daenerys. Gilly and Sam become lovers along the way. There Arya is inducted into the ranks of the Faceless
Men as a novice. She learns that the Faceless Men are not simply a band of skilled assassins, but also a
religious sect dating long before the Doom of Valyria. They consider their assassinations to be holy
sacraments to their god of death. However, her old identity occasionally slips through. The priests of the
House of Black and White strike her blind by some means, but it is unclear whether this is part of her training
or punishment for her transgressions. Brienne of Tarth continues her quest to find Sansa. They pass north
through the town of Duskendale , where they encounter the Tyrell army under Lord Randyll Tarly and are
joined by an old acquaintance of Brienne, Ser Hyle Hunt. The Elder Brother of the septry tells her that he
found Sandor Clegane dying under a tree and learned that he had been with Arya Stark, who fled towards the
coast. Her group runs across the remnants of the Brotherhood Without Banners , who take her captive. Thoros
of Myr tells her that Beric Dondarrion has died, giving up his borrowed life to save another. Catelyn believes
that Brienne has betrayed her by allowing Jaime to go free without returning with her daughters. Catelyn
offers Brienne a chance for restitution by agreeing to find and kill Jaime, but when Brienne refuses Catelyn
orders her, Podrick, and Hunt hanged. As they dangle on the noose, Brienne screams a word. Cersei has the
High Septon murdered so that he can be replaced by someone loyal to her, but the newcomer turns out to be a
zealous martinet who has the support of the refugees from the war that now throng the city. Cersei agrees, to
the horror of Grand Maester Pycelle. In the Eyrie , Littlefinger is confronted by several of the lords of the Vale
, who are unhappy with him becoming their de facto ruler after the death of Lady Lysa Arryn. One of the
lords, whom Littlefinger bribed ahead of time, breaks custom by baring steel during the meeting. Littlefinger
uses the insult to turn the tables on the lords, who eventually allow him to remain Lord Protector of little Lord
Robert Arryn for the next year. Afterwards, Littlefinger discusses the deception with Sansa who is posing as
his bastard daughter, Alayne Stone and is impressed at how quickly she picks up on the subtleties of his
scheme. He reveals to her that if something should happen to little Robert, the Eyrie and the name Arryn will
pass to Harry Hardyng , a distant nephew of the house, and if Harry and Sansa were to wed, that would give
her an army with which to reclaim Winterfell. Whilst Sansa thinks on this, the weather is worsening, a sure
sign that winter is almost upon the Seven Kingdoms, and the household of the Eyrie begin their move to the
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Gates of the Moon at the base of the mountain. Sansa also becomes a new mother figure for sickly Robert
Arryn. Jaime has the captive Edmure brought down from the Twins and promises not to harm him and to
allow the smallfolk of the castle to remain if Brynden surrenders. Jaime cuts Edmure down and negotiates a
surrender with him, as he is the true lord of the castle. Furious, Jaime has Edmure sent under heavy guard to
Casterly Rock. Emmon Frey takes his appointed place as Lord of Riverrun. Shortly after the siege has ended,
snowflakes start falling across the Riverlands. Jaime realizes that there will be no time for another harvest. The
war-ravaged Seven Kingdoms will suffer harshly in what is to come. The ironborn strike hard along the coast
of the Reach , conquering the Shield Islands and virtually blockading the mouth of the Honeywine and the
route into Oldtown. Furious, Margaery Tyrell and her brother Loras ask Cersei for aid, but Cersei is reluctant
to give it. She gives permission for Lord Redwyne to take his fleet home and destroy the ironborn, but only
once Dragonstone is taken. Loras leads an assault on the castle and takes it, but is reported grievously injured
in the process. She conceives a plan to ruin Margaery by framing her to the Faith for sleeping with Osney
Kettleblack. The Faith Militant arrest both Cersei and Margaery. Kevan Lannister is recalled to take over as
Regent and Hand. Meanwhile, Aurane Waters absconds with the newly-rebuilt royal fleet. They learn that the
ironborn have raided and seized territories on the Arbor and failed an attempt to burn the city harbor of
Oldtown. Sam goes to the Citadel, but is intercepted by Archmaester Marwyn. When Sam asks how Marwyn
knows that he was coming, Marwyn reveals that the Citadel has some of the ancient Valyrian obsidian candles
, through which they could see things from afar. Marwyn states that nearly two centuries ago the maesters
helped kill the last of the dragons to rid the world of magic forever, but now it is returning. Sam is left in the
company of two students, Alleras the Sphinx and a boy named Pate. The moot crowns Euron king, and Asha
disappears with her ship northwards. Aeron, who considers Euron ungodly, also leaves to gain popular support
against him. Euron launches an ambitious campaign against the Reach, sending ships under his brother
Victarion to conquer the Shield Islands and raid the coast. He realizes that he must remain and consolidate his
control. However, Victarion hates Euron for sleeping with his wife and decides to get revenge by courting
Daenerys himself. Princess Myrcella Baratheon , elder sister to King Tommen, is in Sunspear, as she has been
betrothed to Trystane Martell , and Arianne hatches a plan to crown Myrcella Queen of the Seven Kingdoms
according to Dornish law and reignite the war. Her attempts are thwarted, however. Arianne is imprisoned for
her actions. Prince Doran finally lets his daughter visit him and learns of her grievances. He explains that
whilst he had intended Quentyn to follow him as Prince of Dorne, he had a greater role in mind for Arianne:
Arianne is confused, but learns that Doran planned to wed her to Viserys Targaryen , but that plan was
thwarted when Khal Drogo killed Viserys. Now the plan has changed. Pate, a novice of the maesters in
Oldtown. Aeron "Damphair" Greyjoy , a priest of the Drowned God. Cersei Lannister , the Queen Regent.
Jaime Lannister , Lord Commander of the Kingsguard. Arys Oakheart , a knight of the Kingsguard. Arianne
Martell , daughter and heir to Prince Doran. This was due to a series of problems that arose during the writing
of the novel. Martin originally planned for the fourth book to be called A Dance with Dragons with the story
picking up five years after the events of A Storm of Swords primarily to advance the ages of the younger
characters. However, during the writing process it was discovered that this was leading to an overreliance on
flashbacks to fill in the gap. After twelve months or so of working on the book, Martin decided to abandon
much of what had previously been written and start again, this time picking up immediately after the end of A
Storm of Swords. He also announced that A Dance with Dragons would now be the fifth book in the sequence.
The reason for the subsequent delays were that the novel grew too long and the format changed from the
previous book, with the introduction of short-lived POV characters who only had one or two chapters apiece.
Martin also wrote a page prologue to the novel which he then scrapped and scattered throughout the novel.
Finally, when the novel was nearing completion his publishers realised it was significantly longer than A
Storm of Swords and requested it be split in half for publication. The split of the novel also meant that the
series would be seven rather than six books long. A Dance with Dragons remains the title of the fifth book.
However, subsequently Martin embarked on a four-month signing tour in the US, Canada and Europe at the
request of his publishers and lost that time in writing the novel. In Oldtown, mention is made that Maester
Rigney believes that time is a wheel. In the Chapter "Cat of the Canals" a reference is made to a story about
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the "Lord of the Woeful Countance," which is believed to be a reference to Don Quixote.
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Martin at Archipelacon in Mariehamn , Martin was already a successful fantasy and sci-fi author and TV
writer before writing his A Song of Ice and Fire book series. He grew frustrated that his pilots and screenplays
were not getting made [25] and that TV-related production limitations like budgets and episode lengths were
forcing him to cut characters and trim battle scenes. Tolkien in his childhood, he wanted to write an epic
fantasy, though he did not have any specific ideas. Martin in [30] In , Martin gave his agent, Kirby McCauley ,
the first pages and a two-page story projection as part of a planned trilogy with the novels A Dance with
Dragons and The Winds of Winter intended to follow. Bantam Books published A Storm of Swords in a single
volume in the United States in November , [15] whereas some other-language editions were divided into two,
three, or even four volumes. Since the events on the Iron Islands were to have an impact in the book and could
not be told with existing POV characters, Martin eventually introduced three new viewpoints. On one hand,
Martin was unsatisfied with covering the events during the gap solely through flashbacks and internal
retrospection. On the other hand, it was implausible to have nothing happen for five years. Printing the book in
"microtype on onion skin paper and giving each reader a magnifying glass" was also not an option for him.
The Winds of Winter The Winds of Winter will resolve the cliffhangers from A Dance with Dragons early on
and "will open with the two big battles that [the fifth book] was building up to, the battle in the ice and the
battle [ And then take it from there. He also revealed there had been a previous deadline of October that he had
considered achievable in May , and that in September he had still considered the end-of-year deadline
achievable. He further confirmed that some of the plot of the book might be revealed in the upcoming season
of Game of Thrones. There are a lot of dark chapters right now Winter is the time when things die, and cold
and ice and darkness fill the world, so this is not going to be the happy feel-good that people may be hoping
for. Some of the characters [are] in very dark places. On the other hand, Martin noted the challenge to avoid a
situation like the finale of the TV series Lost , which left some fans disappointed by deviating too far from
their own theories and desires. This included the end stories for all the core characters. However, he will see if
his audience follows him after publishing his next project. Martin believes the most profound influences to be
the ones experienced in childhood. Lovecraft , Robert E. Howard , Robert A. Above all, the books were
extremely unpredictable, especially in a genre where readers have come to expect the intensely predictable.
However, where historical fiction leaves versed readers knowing the historical outcome, [81] original
characters may increase suspense and empathy for the readers. Writing process[ edit ] Setting out to write
something on an epic scale, [87] Martin projected to write three books of manuscript pages in the very early
stages of the series. Martin said he needed to be in his own office in Santa Fe, New Mexico to immerse
himself in the fictional world and write. On occasion, improvised details significantly affected the planned
story.

Page 10

A FEAST FOR CROWS (A SONG OF ICE AND FIRE) pdf
8: A Feast for Crows(Song of Ice and Fire Book 4)(16) read online free by George R.R. Martin
A Feast for Crows, book four of the stellar Song of Ice and Fire saga, is widely maligned as the runt of the series to date:
This is partly because of the strange circumstances surrounding the book's publication.

It was a bleak, cold morning, and the sea was as leaden as the sky. The first three men had offered their lives
to the Drowned God fearlessly, but the fourth was weak in faith and began to struggle as his lungs cried out
for air. Standing waist-deep in the surf, Aeron seized the naked boy by the shoulders and pushed his head back
down as he tried to snatch a breath. Fill your lungs with water, that you may die and be reborn. It does no good
to fight. He began to kick and thrash so wildly that Aeron had to call for help. Four of his drowned men waded
out to seize the wretch and hold him underwater. Bless him with salt, bless him with stone, bless him with
steel. No more air was bubbling from his mouth, and all the strength had gone out of his limbs. Facedown in
the shallow sea floated Emmond, pale and cold and peaceful. That was when the Damphair realized that three
horsemen had joined his drowned men on the pebbled shore. Aeron knew the Sparr, a hatchet-faced old man
with watery eyes whose quavery voice was law on this part of Great Wyk. His son Steffarion accompanied
him, with another youth whose dark red fur-lined cloak was pinned at the shoulder with an ornate brooch that
showed the black-and-gold warhorn of the Goodbrothers. Aeron Damphair did not deign to try. Whether this
be Greydon or Gormond or Gran, the priest had no time for him. He growled a brusque command, and his
drowned men seized the dead boy by his arms and legs to carry him above the tideline. The priest followed,
naked but for a sealskin clout that covered his private parts. Goosefleshed and dripping, he splashed back onto
land, across cold wet sand and sea-scoured pebbles. One of his drowned men handed him a robe of heavy
roughspun dyed in mottled greens and blues and greys, the colors of the sea and the Drowned God. Aeron
donned the robe and pulled his hair free. Black and wet, that hair; no blade had touched it since the sea had
raised him up. It draped his shoulders like a ragged, ropy cloak, and fell down past his waist. Aeron wove
strands of seaweed through it, and through his tangled, uncut beard. His drowned men formed a circle around
the dead boy, praying. Norjen worked his arms whilst Rus knelt astride him, pumping on his chest, but all
moved aside for Aeron. The boy began to cough and spit, and his eyes blinked open, full of fear. Every other
priest lost a man from time to time, even Tarle the Thrice-Drowned, who had once been thought so holy that
he was picked to crown a king. But never Aeron Greyjoy. What is dead can never die. The other drowned men
gathered round and each gave him a punch and a kiss to welcome him to the brotherhood. One helped him don
a roughspun robe of mottled blue and green and grey. Another presented him with a driftwood cudgel. That
Steffarion Sparr had been given to the Drowned God soon after birth he had no doubt. Small wonder the
ironborn had been conquered, they who once held sway everywhere the sound of waves was heard. Why have
you come, if not to prove your faith? The boy looked to be no more than six-and-ten. Gormond Goodbrother,
if it please my lord. Have you been drowned, Gormond Goodbrother? My father sent me to find you and bring
you to him. He needs to see you. Let Lord Gorold come and feast his eyes. The priest pulled out the cork and
took a swallow. He is afraid to dismount, lest he get his boots wet. He did not suffer petty lords ordering him
about like some thrall. Dark wings, dark words. If there are tidings that concern me, speak them now. I have
no secrets from them, nor from our god, beside whose holy sea I stand. Four small words, yet the sea itself
trembled when he uttered them. Four kings there were in Westeros, yet Aeron did not need to ask which one
was meant. Balon Greyjoy ruled the Iron Islands, and no other. The king is dead. How can that be? Yet all in
all the king had not seemed ill. Aeron Greyjoy had built his life upon two mighty pillars. Those four small
words had knocked one down. Only the Drowned God remains to me. May he make me as strong and tireless
as the sea. Bridges knotted Pyke together; arched bridges of carved stone and swaying spans of hempen rope
and wooden planks. For a thousand thousand years sea and sky had been at war. From the sea had come the
ironborn, and the fish that sustained them even in the depths of winter, but storms brought only woe and grief.
It shall be for us who remain behind in this dry and dismal vale to finish his great work. How far from here to
Hammerhorn? You may ride pillion with me. Give me your horse, and the Drowned God will bless you. His
mount is stronger. Aeron shoved a bare black foot into a stirrup and swung himself onto the saddle. He was
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not fond of horsesâ€”they were creatures from the green lands and helped to make men weakâ€”but necessity
required that he ride. A storm was brewing, he could hear it in the waves, and storms brought naught but evil.
Great Wyk was the largest of the Iron Islands, so vast that some of its lords had holdings that did not front
upon the holy sea. Gorold Goodbrother was one such. Some lived and died without setting eyes upon salt
water. Small wonder that such folk are crabbed and queer. As Aeron rode, his thoughts turned to his brothers.
For a third wife Quellon took a girl from the green lands, who gave him a sickly idiot boy named Robin, the
brother best forgotten. The priest had no memory of Quenton or Donel, who had died as infants. Harlon he
recalled but dimly, sitting grey-faced and still in a windowless tower room and speaking in whispers that grew
fainter every day as the greyscale turned his tongue and lips to stone. Nine sons had been born from the loins
of Quellon Greyjoy, but only four had lived to manhood. That was the way of this cold world, where men
fished the sea and dug in the ground and died, whilst women brought forth short-lived children from beds of
blood and pain. Aeron had been the last and least of the four krakens, Balon the eldest and boldest, a fierce
and fearless boy who lived only to restore the ironborn to their ancient glory. At fifteen he had sailed with
Dagmer Cleftjaw to the Stepstones and spent a summer reaving. He slew his first man there and took his first
two salt wives. At seventeen Balon captained his own ship. He was all that an elder brother ought to be,
though he had never shown Aeron aught but scorn. I was weak and full of sin, and scorn was more than I
deserved. And if age and grief had turned Balon bitter with the years, they had also made him more
determined than any man alive. It was long after dark by the time the priest espied the spiky iron battlements
of the Hammerhorn clawing at the crescent moon. Below its walls, the entrances of caves and ancient mines
yawned like toothless black mouths. Aeron beat on them with a rock until the clanging woke a guard. My
father awaits you within. Another poked at a sullen fire that was giving off more smoke than heat. Gorold
Goodbrother himself was talking quietly with a slim man in fine grey robes, who wore about his neck a chain
of many metals that marked him for a maester of the Citadel. Send your women away, my lord. And the
maester as well. Their ravens were creatures of the Storm God, and he did not trust their healing, not since
Urri. No proper man would choose a life of thralldom, nor forge a chain of servitude to wear about his throat.
Maester Murenmure will stay. It is not for you to say who must go and who remains. Dry rushes rustled
underneath the cracked soles of his bare black feet as he turned and stalked away. It seemed he had ridden a
long way for naught.
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Random House Audio via Audible The premise: It seems too good to be true. After centuries of bitter strife
and fatal treachery, the seven powers dividing the land have decimated one another into an uneasy truce. Or so
it appears. Few legitimate claims to the once desperately sought Iron Throne still exist-or they are held in
hands too weak or too distant to wield them effectively. The war, which raged out of control for so long, has
burned itself out. But as in the aftermath of any climactic struggle, it is not long before the survivors, outlaws,
renegades, and carrion eaters start to gather, picking over the bones of the dead and fighting for the spoils of
the soon-to-be dead. Now in the Seven Kingdoms, as the human crows assemble over a banquet of ashes,
daring new plots and dangerous new alliances are formed, while surprising faces-some familiar, others only
just appearing-are seen emerging from an ominous twilight of past struggles and chaos to take up the
challenges ahead. A Feast for Crows. I must begin by telling you that I listened to the unabridged Audible
edition of the book. This is a long deep breath after the excitement of book 3. A looooooong deep breath. So
many characters who have to be moved around the chess board in preparation for the big finale. The events of
books four and five take place concurrently, with book four focusing on the characters in Westeros and Dorne,
mostly. Martin also throws in some chapters with Arya. I am undecided as to how I feel about this division. I
understand why he did it this way; there are so many characters and this is such a detailed story, that he could
not possibly put it all into one book. A friend of mine re-read the books this way and highly recommended it.
Back to book four! My predominant thought is that this is highly detailed filler. As I said at the start, this is
where, after the excitement of book three, the characters need to be moved around the chess board to get them
in place for the big finale. As a writer, this is a great reminder to slow down and immerse myself in the world
and the lives of the characters I create. The second thought I had, was that I wish we had spent more time in
Dorne, with Princess Myrcella and all the drama of the Dornish princesses seeking the throne, demanding war
against Westeros, and seeking to put Myrcella on the Iron Throne. A Dornish Game of Thrones, if you will! It
all ended far too soon. I look forward to seeing how that is going to play out in future books. I can see why she
would blame Tyrion for the death of Joffrey. It is convenient for her and an easy explanation, no need to
investigate any further for a murderer who cannot be identified. Her anger over the death of Tywin, however,
seems to be on the over-wrought side. It, too, is convenient for her to pile that one onto Tyrion and use it as
the added fuel she needs to find him and have him beheaded. She could never please her father no matter how
hard she tried; she could never live up to what he wanted because she was never a son. I want her to be better,
more cunning, more clever, not so reactionary. The zombie version of Catelyn Stark is intersting, and kinda
gross, with her torn up face and cut throat. I was not expecting her to show up, and I am curious to see how
she fits into everything.
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