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1: Ancient Egypt - HISTORY
For almost 30 centuriesâ€”from its unification around B.C. to its conquest by Alexander the Great in B.C.â€”ancient
Egypt was the preeminent civilization in the Mediterranean world. From.

Introduction to ancient Egyptian civilization Life in ancient Egypt Ancient Egypt can be thought of as an oasis
in the desert of northeastern Africa, dependent on the annual inundation of the Nile River to support its
agricultural population. Between the floodplain and the hills is a variable band of low desert that supported a
certain amount of game. To the south lay the far less hospitable area of Nubia , in which the river flowed
through low sandstone hills that in most regions left only a very narrow strip of cultivable land. West of the
Nile was the arid Sahara , broken by a chain of oases some to miles to km from the river and lacking in all
other resources except for a few minerals. The eastern desert, between the Nile and the Red Sea, was more
important, for it supported a small nomadic population and desert game, contained numerous mineral deposits,
including gold, and was the route to the Red Sea. To the northeast was the Isthmus of Suez. From the late 2nd
millennium bce onward, numerous attacks were made by land and sea along the eastern Mediterranean coast.
At first, relatively little cultural contact came by way of the Mediterranean Sea , but from an early date Egypt
maintained trading relations with the Lebanese port of Byblos present-day Jbail. Egypt needed few imports to
maintain basic standards of living, but good timber was essential and not available within the country, so it
usually was obtained from Lebanon. Minerals such as obsidian and lapis lazuli were imported from as far
afield as Anatolia and Afghanistan. Agriculture centred on the cultivation of cereal crops, chiefly emmer
wheat Triticum dicoccum and barley Hordeum vulgare. The fertility of the land and general predictability of
the inundation ensured very high productivity from a single annual crop. This productivity made it possible to
store large surpluses against crop failures and also formed the chief basis of Egyptian wealth, which was, until
the creation of the large empires of the 1st millennium bce, the greatest of any state in the ancient Middle East.
As the river deposited alluvial silt, raising the level of the floodplain, and land was reclaimed from marsh, the
area available for cultivation in the Nile valley and delta increased, while pastoralism declined slowly. In
addition to grain crops, fruit and vegetables were important, the latter being irrigated year-round in small
plots. Fish was also vital to the diet. Papyrus , which grew abundantly in marshes, was gathered wild and in
later times was cultivated. It may have been used as a food crop, and it certainly was used to make rope,
matting, and sandals. Cattle may have been domesticated in northeastern Africa. The Egyptians kept many as
draft animals and for their various products, showing some of the interest in breeds and individuals that is
found to this day in the Sudan and eastern Africa. The donkey, which was the principal transport animal the
camel did not become common until Roman times , was probably domesticated in the region. The native
Egyptian breed of sheep became extinct in the 2nd millennium bce and was replaced by an Asiatic breed.
Sheep were primarily a source of meat; their wool was rarely used. Goats were more numerous than sheep.
Pigs were also raised and eaten. Ducks and geese were kept for food, and many of the vast numbers of wild
and migratory birds found in Egypt were hunted and trapped. Desert game, principally various species of
antelope and ibex, were hunted by the elite; it was a royal privilege to hunt lions and wild cattle. Pets included
dogs, which were also used for hunting, cats, and monkeys. In addition, the Egyptians had a great interest in,
and knowledge of, most species of mammals, birds, reptiles, and fish in their environment. Most Egyptians
were probably descended from settlers who moved to the Nile valley in prehistoric times, with population
increase coming through natural fertility. In various periods there were immigrants from Nubia, Libya , and
especially the Middle East. They were historically significant and also may have contributed to population
growth, but their numbers are unknown. Most people lived in villages and towns in the Nile valley and delta.
Dwellings were normally built of mud brick and have long since disappeared beneath the rising water table or
beneath modern town sites, thereby obliterating evidence for settlement patterns. In antiquity, as now, the
most favoured location of settlements was on slightly raised ground near the riverbank, where transport and
water were easily available and flooding was unlikely. Until the 1st millennium bce, Egypt was not urbanized
to the same extent as Mesopotamia. Instead, a few centres, notably Memphis and Thebes , attracted population
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and particularly the elite, while the rest of the people were relatively evenly spread over the land. The size of
the population has been estimated as having risen from 1 to 1. Much higher levels of population were reached
in Greco-Roman times. Nearly all of the people were engaged in agriculture and were probably tied to the
land. In theory all the land belonged to the king, although in practice those living on it could not easily be
removed and some categories of land could be bought and sold. Land was assigned to high officials to provide
them with an income, and most tracts required payment of substantial dues to the state, which had a strong
interest in keeping the land in agricultural use. Abandoned land was taken back into state ownership and
reassigned for cultivation. The people who lived on and worked the land were not free to leave and were
obliged to work it, but they were not slaves; most paid a proportion of their produce to major officials. Free
citizens who worked the land on their own behalf did emerge; terms applied to them tended originally to refer
to poor people, but these agriculturalists were probably not poor. Slavery was never common, being restricted
to captives and foreigners or to people who were forced by poverty or debt to sell themselves into service. In
the New Kingdom from about to bce , large numbers of captive slaves were acquired by major state
institutions or incorporated into the army. Punitive treatment of foreign slaves or of native fugitives from their
obligations included forced labour , exile in, for example, the oases of the western desert , or compulsory
enlistment in dangerous mining expeditions. Even nonpunitive employment such as quarrying in the desert
was hazardous. The official record of one expedition shows a mortality rate of more than 10 percent. Just as
the Egyptians optimized agricultural production with simple means, their crafts and techniques, many of
which originally came from Asia, were raised to extraordinary levels of perfection. Some of the technical and
organizational skills involved were remarkable. The construction of the great pyramids of the 4th dynasty c.
This expenditure of skill contrasts with sparse evidence of an essentially neolithic way of living for the rural
population of the time, while the use of flint tools persisted even in urban environments at least until the late
2nd millennium bce. Metal was correspondingly scarce, much of it being used for prestige rather than
everyday purposes. In urban and elite contexts , the Egyptian ideal was the nuclear family , but, on the land
and even within the central ruling group, there is evidence for extended families. Egyptians were
monogamous, and the choice of partners in marriage, for which no formal ceremony or legal sanction is
known, did not follow a set pattern. Consanguineous marriage was not practiced during the Dynastic period,
except for the occasional marriage of a brother and sister within the royal family, and that practice may have
been open only to kings or heirs to the throne. Divorce was in theory easy, but it was costly. Women had a
legal status only marginally inferior to that of men. They could own and dispose of property in their own right,
and they could initiate divorce and other legal proceedings. Lower down the social scale, they probably
worked on the land as well as in the house. The uneven distribution of wealth, labour, and technology was
related to the only partly urban character of society, especially in the 3rd millennium bce. In the 3rd and early
2nd millennia, the elite ideal, expressed in the decoration of private tombs, was manorial and rural. Not until
much later did Egyptians develop a more pronouncedly urban character. The king and ideology: Of these
groups, only the king was single, and hence he was individually more prominent than any of the others. He
gives offerings to the gods and mortuary offerings to the spirits [the blessed dead]. His divinity accrued to him
from his office and was reaffirmed through rituals, but it was vastly inferior to that of major gods; he was god
rather than man by virtue of his potential, which was immeasurably greater than that of any human being. To
humanity, he manifested the gods on earth, a conception that was elaborated in a complex web of metaphor
and doctrine; less directly, he represented humanity to the gods. The text quoted above also gives great
prominence to the dead, who were the object of a cult for the living and who could intervene in human affairs;
in many periods the chief visible expenditure and focus of display of nonroyal individuals, as of the king, was
on provision for the tomb and the next world. Egyptian kings are commonly called pharaohs, following the
usage of the Bible. This term for palace was used increasingly from about bce as a way of referring to the
living king; in earlier times it was rare. Rules of succession to the kingship are poorly understood. The choice
of queen seems to have been free; often the queen was a close relative of the king, but she also might be
unrelated to him. In the New Kingdom, for which evidence is abundant, each king had a queen with distinctive
titles, as well as a number of minor wives. Sons of the chief queen seem to have been the preferred successors
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to the throne, but other sons could also become king. In many cases the successor was the eldest surviving son,
and such a pattern of inheritance agrees with more general Egyptian values, but often he was some other
relative or was completely unrelated. New Kingdom texts describe, after the event, how kings were appointed
heirs either by their predecessors or by divine oracles, and such may have been the pattern when there was no
clear successor. Dissent and conflict are suppressed from public sources. From the Late period â€” bce , when
sources are more diverse and patterns less rigid, numerous usurpations and interruptions to the succession are
known; they probably had many forerunners. By the 5th dynasty, fixed institutions had been added to the force
of tradition and the regulation of personal contact as brakes on autocracy, but the charismatic and superhuman
power of the king remained vital. The elite of administrative officeholders received their positions and
commissions from the king, whose general role as judge over humanity they put into effect. They
commemorated their own justice and concern for others, especially their inferiors, and recorded their own
exploits and ideal conduct of life in inscriptions for others to see. These attitudes and their potential
dissemination through society counterbalanced inequality, but how far they were accepted cannot be known.
The core group of wealthy officeholders numbered at most a few hundred, and the administrative class of
minor officials and scribes, most of whom could not afford to leave memorials or inscriptions, perhaps 5, With
their dependents, these two groups formed perhaps 5 percent of the early population. Monuments and
inscriptions commemorated no more than one in a thousand people. According to royal ideology , the king
appointed the elite on the basis of merit, and in ancient conditions of high mortality the elite had to be open to
recruits from outside. There was, however, also an ideal that a son should succeed his father. In periods of
weak central control this principle predominated, and in the Late period the whole society became more rigid
and stratified. Writing was a major instrument in the centralization of the Egyptian state and its
self-presentation. The two basic types of writingâ€” hieroglyphs , which were used for monuments and
display, and the cursive form known as hieratic â€”were invented at much the same time in late predynastic
Egypt c. Writing was chiefly used for administration, and until about bce no continuous texts are preserved;
the only extant literary texts written before the early Middle Kingdom c. The use and potential of writing were
restricted both by the rate of literacy, which was probably well below 1 percent, and by expectations of what
writing might do. Hieroglyphic writing was publicly identified with Egypt. Perhaps because of this association
with a single powerful state, its language, and its culture , Egyptian writing was seldom adapted to write other
languages; in this it contrasts with the cuneiform script of the relatively uncentralized, multilingual
Mesopotamia. Nonetheless, Egyptian hieroglyphs probably served in the middle of the 2nd millennium bce as
the model from which the alphabet, ultimately the most widespread of all writing systems, evolved. The
dominant visible legacy of ancient Egypt is in works of architecture and representational art.
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2: History of Egypt - Wikipedia
Egypt is a country in North Africa, on the Mediterranean Sea, and is home to one of the oldest civilizations on earth. The
name 'Egypt' comes from the Greek Aegyptos which was the Greek pronunciation of the ancient Egyptian name
'Hwt-Ka-Ptah' ("Mansion of the Spirit of Ptah"), originally the name of the city of Memphis.

Ancient Egyptian agriculture , History of ancient Egypt , History of Egypt , and Population history of Egypt
Map of ancient Egypt, showing major cities and sites of the Dynastic period c. By the late Paleolithic period,
the arid climate of Northern Africa became increasingly hot and dry, forcing the populations of the area to
concentrate along the river region. Predynastic period Main article: Large regions of Egypt were covered in
treed savanna and traversed by herds of grazing ungulates. Foliage and fauna were far more prolific in all
environs and the Nile region supported large populations of waterfowl. Hunting would have been common for
Egyptians, and this is also the period when many animals were first domesticated. The largest of these early
cultures in upper Southern Egypt was the Badari , which probably originated in the Western Desert; it was
known for its high quality ceramics, stone tools , and its use of copper. As early as the Naqada I Period,
predynastic Egyptians imported obsidian from Ethiopia , used to shape blades and other objects from flakes.
They also developed a ceramic glaze known as faience , which was used well into the Roman Period to
decorate cups, amulets, and figurines. The third-century BC Egyptian priest Manetho grouped the long line of
pharaohs from Menes to his own time into 30 dynasties, a system still used today. He began his official history
with the king named "Meni" or Menes in Greek who was believed to have united the two kingdoms of Upper
and Lower Egypt. Some scholars now believe, however, that the mythical Menes may have been the king
Narmer , who is depicted wearing royal regalia on the ceremonial Narmer Palette, in a symbolic act of
unification. The increasing power and wealth of the kings during the early dynastic period was reflected in
their elaborate mastaba tombs and mortuary cult structures at Abydos, which were used to celebrate the deified
king after his death. Old Kingdom of Egypt Major advances in architecture, art, and technology were made
during the Old Kingdom , fueled by the increased agricultural productivity and resulting population, made
possible by a well-developed central administration. Under the direction of the vizier , state officials collected
taxes, coordinated irrigation projects to improve crop yield , drafted peasants to work on construction projects,
and established a justice system to maintain peace and order. Kings also made land grants to their mortuary
cults and local temples, to ensure that these institutions had the resources to worship the king after his death.
Scholars believe that five centuries of these practices slowly eroded the economic vitality of Egypt, and that
the economy could no longer afford to support a large centralized administration. Regional governors could
not rely on the king for help in times of crisis, and the ensuing food shortages and political disputes escalated
into famines and small-scale civil wars. Yet despite difficult problems, local leaders, owing no tribute to the
pharaoh, used their new-found independence to establish a thriving culture in the provinces. Once in control of
their own resources, the provinces became economically richerâ€”which was demonstrated by larger and
better burials among all social classes. As the Intefs grew in power and expanded their control northward, a
clash between the two rival dynasties became inevitable. They inaugurated a period of economic and cultural
renaissance known as the Middle Kingdom. Moreover, the military reconquered territory in Nubia that was
rich in quarries and gold mines, while laborers built a defensive structure in the Eastern Delta, called the "
Walls-of-the-Ruler ", to defend against foreign attack. In contrast to elitist Old Kingdom attitudes towards the
gods, the Middle Kingdom displayed an increase in expressions of personal piety. These ambitious building
and mining activities, however, combined with severe Nile floods later in his reign, strained the economy and
precipitated the slow decline into the Second Intermediate Period during the later Thirteenth and Fourteenth
dynasties. During this decline, the Canaanite settlers began to assume greater control of the Delta region,
eventually coming to power in Egypt as the Hyksos. The pharaoh was treated as a vassal and expected to pay
tribute. They and other invaders introduced new tools of warfare into Egypt, most notably the composite bow
and the horse-drawn chariot. New Kingdom of Egypt The New Kingdom pharaohs established a period of
unprecedented prosperity by securing their borders and strengthening diplomatic ties with their neighbours,
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including the Mitanni Empire, Assyria , and Canaan. Military campaigns waged under Tuthmosis I and his
grandson Tuthmosis III extended the influence of the pharaohs to the largest empire Egypt had ever seen.
Under Merneptah the rulers of Egypt became known as pharaohs instead of kings. A stone statue of
Hatshepsut Between their reigns, Hatshepsut , a queen who established herself as pharaoh, launched many
building projects, including restoration of temples damaged by the Hyksos, and sent trading expenditions to
Punt and the Sinai. They also constructed monuments to glorify their own achievements, both real and
imagined. The Karnak temple is the largest Egyptian temple ever built. Changing his name to Akhenaten , he
touted the previously obscure sun deity Aten as the supreme deity , suppressed the worship of most other
deities, and moved the capital to the new city of Akhetaten modern-day Amarna. After his death, the cult of
the Aten was quickly abandoned and the traditional religious order restored. Initially, the military was able to
repel these invasions, but Egypt eventually lost control of its remaining territories in southern Canaan , much
of it falling to the Assyrians. The effects of external threats were exacerbated by internal problems such as
corruption, tomb robbery, and civil unrest. After regaining their power, the high priests at the temple of Amun
in Thebes accumulated vast tracts of land and wealth, and their expanded power splintered the country during
the Third Intermediate Period. The south was effectively controlled by the High Priests of Amun at Thebes ,
who recognized Smendes in name only. Shoshenq also gained control of southern Egypt by placing his family
members in important priestly positions. Libyan control began to erode as a rival dynasty in the delta arose in
Leontopolis , and Kushites threatened from the south. The reigns of both Taharqa and his successor,
Tanutamun , were filled with constant conflict with the Assyrians, against whom Egypt enjoyed several
victories. Ultimately, the Assyrians pushed the Kushites back into Nubia, occupied Memphis, and sacked the
temples of Thebes. Greek influence expanded greatly as the city-state of Naukratis became the home of
Greeks in the Nile Delta. Cambyses II then assumed the formal title of pharaoh, but ruled Egypt from Iran,
leaving Egypt under the control of a satrapy. A few successful revolts against the Persians marked the 5th
century BC, but Egypt was never able to permanently overthrow the Persians. The last of these dynasties, the
Thirtieth , proved to be the last native royal house of ancient Egypt, ending with the kingship of Nectanebo II.
The city showcased the power and prestige of Hellenistic rule, and became a seat of learning and culture,
centered at the famous Library of Alexandria. They built new temples in Egyptian style, supported traditional
cults, and portrayed themselves as pharaohs. Some traditions merged, as Greek and Egyptian gods were
syncretized into composite deities, such as Serapis , and classical Greek forms of sculpture influenced
traditional Egyptian motifs. Despite their efforts to appease the Egyptians, the Ptolemies were challenged by
native rebellion, bitter family rivalries, and the powerful mob of Alexandria that formed after the death of
Ptolemy IV. Continued Egyptian revolts, ambitious politicians, and powerful opponents from the Near East
made this situation unstable, leading Rome to send forces to secure the country as a province of its empire.
The Romans relied heavily on grain shipments from Egypt, and the Roman army , under the control of a
prefect appointed by the Emperor, quelled rebellions, strictly enforced the collection of heavy taxes, and
prevented attacks by bandits, which had become a notorious problem during the period. The former lived
outside Egypt and did not perform the ceremonial functions of Egyptian kingship. Local administration
became Roman in style and closed to native Egyptians. However, it was an uncompromising religion that
sought to win converts from Egyptian Religion and Greco-Roman religion and threatened popular religious
traditions. This led to the persecution of converts to Christianity, culminating in the great purges of Diocletian
starting in , but eventually Christianity won out. While the native population certainly continued to speak their
language , the ability to read hieroglyphic writing slowly disappeared as the role of the Egyptian temple priests
and priestesses diminished. The temples themselves were sometimes converted to churches or abandoned to
the desert. Government and economy Administration and commerce The pharaoh was usually depicted
wearing symbols of royalty and power. The pharaoh was the absolute monarch of the country and, at least in
theory, wielded complete control of the land and its resources. The king was the supreme military commander
and head of the government, who relied on a bureaucracy of officials to manage his affairs. The temples
formed the backbone of the economy. At first the coins were used as standardized pieces of precious metal
rather than true money, but in the following centuries international traders came to rely on coinage. Farmers
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made up the bulk of the population, but agricultural produce was owned directly by the state, temple, or noble
family that owned the land. Scribes and officials formed the upper class in ancient Egypt, known as the "white
kilt class" in reference to the bleached linen garments that served as a mark of their rank. Below the nobility
were the priests, physicians, and engineers with specialized training in their field. Slavery was known in
ancient Egypt, but the extent and prevalence of its practice are unclear. Married couples could own property
jointly and protect themselves from divorce by agreeing to marriage contracts, which stipulated the financial
obligations of the husband to his wife and children should the marriage end. Compared with their counterparts
in ancient Greece, Rome, and even more modern places around the world, ancient Egyptian women had a
greater range of personal choices and opportunities for achievement. Despite these freedoms, ancient Egyptian
women did not often take part in official roles in the administration, served only secondary roles in the
temples, and were not as likely to be as educated as men. They assessed taxes, kept records, and were
responsible for administration. Plaintiffs and defendants were expected to represent themselves and were
required to swear an oath that they had told the truth. In some cases, the state took on both the role of
prosecutor and judge, and it could torture the accused with beatings to obtain a confession and the names of
any co-conspirators. Whether the charges were trivial or serious, court scribes documented the complaint,
testimony, and verdict of the case for future reference. Serious crimes such as murder and tomb robbery were
punished by execution, carried out by decapitation, drowning, or impaling the criminal on a stake. The
procedure was to ask the god a "yes" or "no" question concerning the right or wrong of an issue. The god,
carried by a number of priests, rendered judgment by choosing one or the other, moving forward or backward,
or pointing to one of the answers written on a piece of papyrus or an ostracon.
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3: Ancient Egyptian civilization (article) | Khan Academy
Ancient Egypt was a civilization of ancient North Africa, concentrated along the lower reaches of the Nile River in the
place that is now the country www.enganchecubano.comt Egyptian civilization followed prehistoric Egypt and coalesced
around BC (according to conventional Egyptian chronology) with the political unification of Upper and Lower Egypt under
Menes (often identified with Narmer).

Back to History Ancient Egypt was one of the greatest and most powerful civilizations in the history of the
world. It lasted for over years from BC to 30 BC. Great Egyptian cities grew up along the Nile as the Egyptian
people became experts in irrigation and were able to use the water from the Nile to grow rich and profitable
crops. The Nile provided food, soil, water, and transportation for the Egyptians. Great floods would come each
year and would provide fertile soil for growing food. It was during these times that Ancient Egypt was at its
strongest. The times between the Kingdoms are called intermediate periods. Culture Ancient Egypt was rich in
culture including government, religion, arts, and writing. The government and religion were tied together as
the leader of the government, the Pharaoh, was also leader of the religion. Writing was also important in
keeping the government running. Only scribes could read and write and they were considered powerful
people. Pyramids and Treasure The Pharaohs of Egypt were often buried in giant pyramids or in secret tombs.
They believed that they needed treasure to be buried with them to help them in the afterlife. As a result,
archeologists have a lot of well preserved artifacts and tombs to examine in order to find out how the Ancient
Egyptians lived. It was conquered by a number of other civilizations. The first to conquer Egypt was the
Assyrian Empire, followed a hundred or so years later by the Persian Empire. Fun Facts about Ancient Egypt
Egyptian men and women wore makeup. It was thought to have healing powers, plus it helped protect their
skin from the sun. They used moldy bread to help with infections. They were one of the first civilizations to
invent writing. They also used ink to write and paper called papyrus. The Ancient Egyptians were scientists
and mathematicians. They had numerous inventions including ways to build buildings, medicine, cosmetics,
the calendar, the plow for farming, musical instruments, and even toothpaste. Ancient Egypt plays a major role
in the Bible. The Israelites were held captive there as slaves for many years. Moses helped them escape and
led them to the Promised Land. The Pharaoh kept his hair covered. It was not to be seen by regular people.
Cats were considered sacred in Ancient Egypt. Recommended books and references: A guide to Egypt in the
time of the Pharaohs by Sally Tagholm. Ancient Egypt written by George Hart. Mummies, Pyramids, and
Pharaohs by Gail Gibbons. Edited by Professor Greg Wolf. Take a ten question quiz about this page. Go here
to test your knowledge with a Ancient Egypt crossword puzzle or word search. More information on the
civilization of Ancient Egypt:
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4: Egypt: Timeline of History & Culture
The history of ancient Egypt lasted until the country became a Roman province in the 1st century B.C. Egypt was ruled
before then by thirty dynasties, or families, of kings and queens, often called the pharaohs.

Greywacke statue of the pharaoh Menkaure and his queen consort , Khamerernebty II. The royal capital of
Egypt during this period was located at Memphis , where Djoser â€” BCE established his court. The Old
Kingdom is perhaps best known, however, for the large number of pyramids , which were constructed at this
time as pharaonic burial places. For this reason, this epoch is frequently referred to as "the Age of the
Pyramids. It was in this era that formerly independent states became nomes districts ruled solely by the
pharaoh. Former local rulers were forced to assume the role of nomarch governor or work as tax collectors.
Egyptians in this era worshiped the pharaoh as a god, believing that he ensured the annual flooding of the Nile
that was necessary for their crops. The Old Kingdom and its royal power reached their zenith under the Fourth
Dynasty. Khufu, his son Khafra Greek Chephren , and his grandson Menkaure Greek Mycerinus all achieved
lasting fame in the construction of the Giza pyramid complex. To organize and feed the manpower needed to
create these pyramids required a centralized government with extensive powers, and Egyptologists believe the
Old Kingdom at this time demonstrated this level of sophistication. Recent excavations near the pyramids led
by Mark Lehner have uncovered a large city that seems to have housed, fed and supplied the pyramid workers.
They apparently worked while the annual flood covered their fields, as well as a very large crew of specialists,
including stonecutters, painters, mathematicians and priests. The Fifth Dynasty began with Userkaf c.
Consequently, less efforts were devoted to the construction of pyramid complexes than during the Fourth
Dynasty and more to the construction of sun temples in Abusir. The decoration of pyramid complexes grew
more elaborate during the dynasty and its last king, Unas , was the first to have the Pyramid Texts inscribed in
his pyramid. Evidence from the pyramid of Sahure , second king of the dynasty, shows that a regular trade
existed with the Syrian coast to procure cedar wood. Pharaohs also launched expeditions to the famed Land of
Punt , possibly the Horn of Africa , for ebony, ivory and aromatic resins. During the Sixth Dynasty â€” BCE ,
the power of pharaohs gradually weakened in favor of powerful nomarchs. These no longer belonged to the
royal family and their charge became hereditary, thus creating local dynasties largely independent from the
central authority of the pharaoh. The final blow came when the 4. First Intermediate Period[ edit ] Main
article: After the fall of the Old Kingdom came a roughly year stretch of time known as the First Intermediate
Period, which is generally thought to include a relatively obscure set of pharaohs running from the end of the
Sixth to the Tenth and most of the Eleventh Dynasties. Most of these were likely local monarchs who did not
hold much power outside of their nome. There are a number of texts known as "Lamentations" from the early
period of the subsequent Middle Kingdom that may shed some light on what happened during this period.
Some of these texts reflect on the breakdown of rule, others allude to invasion by "Asiatic bowmen". In
general the stories focus on a society where the natural order of things in both society and nature was
overthrown. It is also highly likely that it was during this period that all of the pyramid and tomb complexes
were looted. Further lamentation texts allude to this fact, and by the beginning of the Middle Kingdom
mummies are found decorated with magical spells that were once exclusive to the pyramid of the kings of the
Sixth Dynasty. A rival line, the Eleventh Dynasty based at Thebes , reunited Upper Egypt , and a clash
between the rival dynasties was inevitable. The period comprises two phases, the Eleventh Dynasty, which
ruled from Thebes, and then the Twelfth Dynasty , whose capital was Lisht. These two dynasties were
originally considered the full extent of this unified kingdom, but some historians now [16] consider the first
part of the Thirteenth Dynasty to belong to the Middle Kingdom. The earliest pharaohs of the Middle
Kingdom traced their origin to two nomarchs of Thebes, Intef the Elder , who served a Heracleopolitan
pharaoh of the Tenth Dynasty, and his successor, Mentuhotep I. The successor of the latter, Intef I , was the
first Theban nomarch to claim a Horus name and thus the throne of Egypt. He is considered the first pharaoh
of the Eleventh Dynasty. His claims brought the Thebans into conflict with the rulers of the Tenth Dynasty.
Intef I and his brother Intef II undertook several campaigns northwards and finally captured the important
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nome of Abydos. Warfare continued intermittently between the Thebean and Heracleapolitan dynasties until
the 39th regnal year of Mentuhotep II, second successor of Intef II. At this point, the Herakleopolitans were
defeated and the Theban dynasty consolidated their rule over Egypt. Mentuhotep II is known to have
commanded military campaigns south into Nubia, which had gained its independence during the First
Intermediate Period. There is also evidence for military actions against the Southern Levant. The king
reorganized the country and placed a vizier at the head of civil administration for the country. His reign saw
the realization of some of the finest Egyptian carvings. Despite being absent from various lists of pharaohs, his
reign is attested from a few inscriptions in Wadi Hammamat that record expeditions to the Red Sea coast and
to quarry stone for the royal monuments. The leader of this expedition was his vizier Amenemhat, who is
widely assumed to be the future pharaoh Amenemhat I , the first pharaoh of the Twelfth Dynasty. Amenemhat
is therefore assumed by some Egyptologists to have either usurped the throne or assumed power after
Mentuhotep IV died childless. Amenemhat I built a new capital for Egypt, Itjtawy , thought to be located near
the present-day Lisht, although Manetho claims the capital remained at Thebes. Amenemhat forcibly pacified
internal unrest, curtailed the rights of the nomarchs, and is known to have at launched at least one campaign
into Nubia. His son Senusret I continued the policy of his father to recapture Nubia and other territories lost
during the First Intermediate Period. Late in his reign, the annual floods along the Nile began to fail, further
straining the resources of the government. Second Intermediate Period and the Hyksos[ edit ] Main articles:
The Second Intermediate Period marks a period when Egypt once again fell into disarray between the end of
the Middle Kingdom and the start of the New Kingdom. This period is best known as the time the Hyksos
made their appearance in Egypt, the reigns of its kings comprising the Fifteenth Dynasty. The Thirteenth
Dynasty proved unable to hold onto the long land of Egypt, and a provincial family of Levantine descent
located in the marshes of the eastern Delta at Avaris broke away from the central authority to form the
Fourteenth Dynasty. The splintering of the land most likely happened shortly after the reigns of the powerful
Thirteenth Dynasty pharaohs Neferhotep I and Sobekhotep IV c. The outlines of the traditional account of the
"invasion" of the land by the Hyksos is preserved in the Aegyptiaca of Manetho, who records that during this
time the Hyksos overran Egypt, led by Salitis , the founder of the Fifteenth Dynasty. More recently, however,
the idea of a simple migration, with little or no violence involved, has gained some support. The Hyksos
princes and chieftains ruled in the eastern Delta with their local Egyptian vassals. The Fifteenth Dynasty rulers
established their capital and seat of government at Memphis and their summer residence at Avaris. The
Hyksos kingdom was centered in the eastern Nile Delta and central Egypt but relentlessly pushed south for the
control of central and Upper Egypt. Around the time Memphis fell to the Hyksos, the native Egyptian ruling
house in Thebes declared its independence and set itself up as the Sixteenth Dynasty. Another short lived
dynasty might have done the same in central Egypt, profiting from the power vacuum created by the fall of the
13th dynasty and forming the Abydos Dynasty. The latter was to prove unable to resist and Thebes fell to the
Hyksos for a very short period c. From then on, Hyksos relations with the south seem to have been mainly of a
commercial nature, although Theban princes appear to have recognized the Hyksos rulers and may possibly
have provided them with tribute for a period. The Seventeenth Dynasty was to prove the salvation of Egypt
and would eventually lead the war of liberation that drove the Hyksos back into Asia. The two last kings of
this dynasty were Seqenenre Tao and Kamose. Ahmose I completed the conquest and expulsion of the Hyksos
from the Nile Delta, restored Theban rule over the whole of Egypt and successfully reasserted Egyptian power
in its formerly subject territories of Nubia and the Southern Levant. New Kingdom of Egypt Possibly as a
result of the foreign rule of the Hyksos during the Second Intermediate Period, the New Kingdom saw Egypt
attempt to create a buffer between the Levant and Egypt, and attain its greatest territorial extent. It expanded
far south into Nubia and held wide territories in the Near East. Egyptian armies fought Hittite armies for
control of modern-day Syria. Eighteenth Dynasty[ edit ] Golden mask from the mummy of Tutankhamun This
was a time of great wealth and power for Egypt. Some of the most important and best-known pharaohs ruled
at this time, such as Hatshepsut. Hatshepsut is unusual as she was a female pharaoh, a rare occurrence in
Egyptian history. She was an ambitious and competent leader, extending Egyptian trade south into present-day
Somalia and north into the Mediterranean. She ruled for twenty years through a combination of widespread
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propaganda and deft political skill. However, late in his reign, he ordered her name hacked out from her
monuments. He fought against Asiatic people and was the most successful of Egyptian pharaohs. Amenhotep
III built extensively at the temple of Karnak including the Luxor Temple , which consisted of two pylons , a
colonnade behind the new temple entrance, and a new temple to the goddess Maat. During the reign of
Thutmose III c. Atenism and several changes that accompanied it seriously disrupted Egyptian society.
Akhenaten built a new capital at the site of Amarna , which gives his reign and the few that followed their
modern name, the Amarna Period. Amarna art diverged significantly from the previous conventions of
Egyptian art. Under a series of successors, of whom the longest reigning were Tutankhamun and Horemheb.
When Horemheb died without an heir, he named as his successor Ramesses I , founder of the Nineteenth
Dynasty.
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5: Internet History Sourcebooks
The Timeline below takes you through the different periods into which Egyptologists have divided the history of Ancient
Egypt. Hover over the Timeline and click on the left or right arrows that appear at the Timeline's edges to navigate to the
previous or next period.

Visit Website Neolithic late Stone Age communities in northeastern Africa exchanged hunting for agriculture
and made early advances that paved the way for the later development of Egyptian arts and crafts, technology,
politics and religion including a great reverence for the dead and possibly a belief in life after death. Visit
Website Around B. A southern king, Scorpion, made the first attempts to conquer the northern kingdom
around B. A century later, King Menes would subdue the north and unify the country, becoming the first king
of the first dynasty. Archaic Early Dynastic Period c. King Menes founded the capital of ancient Egypt at
White Walls later known as Memphis , in the north, near the apex of the Nile River delta. The capital would
grow into a great metropolis that dominated Egyptian society during the Old Kingdom period. The Archaic
Period saw the development of the foundations of Egyptian society, including the all-important ideology of
kingship. To the ancient Egyptians, the king was a godlike being, closely identified with the all-powerful god
Horus. The earliest known hieroglyphic writing also dates to this period. In the Archaic Period, as in all other
periods, most ancient Egyptians were farmers living in small villages, and agriculture largely wheat and barley
formed the economic base of the Egyptian state. The annual flooding of the great Nile River provided the
necessary irrigation and fertilization each year; farmers sowed the wheat after the flooding receded and
harvested it before the season of high temperatures and drought returned. Age of the Pyramid Builders c. The
Old Kingdom began with the third dynasty of pharaohs. Pyramid-building reached its zenith with the
construction of the Great Pyramid at Giza, on the outskirts of Cairo. Built for Khufu or Cheops, in Greek ,
who ruled from to B. C and Menkaura B. During the third and fourth dynasties, Egypt enjoyed a golden age of
peace and prosperity. The pharaohs held absolute power and provided a stable central government; the
kingdom faced no serious threats from abroad; and successful military campaigns in foreign countries like
Nubia and Libya added to its considerable economic prosperity. First Intermediate Period c. This chaotic
situation was intensified by Bedouin invasions and accompanied by famine and disease. From this era of
conflict emerged two different kingdoms: A line of 17 rulers dynasties nine and 10 based in Heracleopolis
ruled Middle Egypt between Memphis and Thebes, while another family of rulers arose in Thebes to challenge
Heracleopolitan power. After the last ruler of the 11th dynasty, Mentuhotep IV, was assassinated, the throne
passed to his vizier, or chief minister, who became King Amenemhet I, founder of dynasty A new capital was
established at It-towy, south of Memphis, while Thebes remained a great religious center. The 12th dynasty
kings ensured the smooth succession of their line by making each successor co-regent, a custom that began
with Amenemhet I. Middle-Kingdom Egypt pursued an aggressive foreign policy, colonizing Nubia with its
rich supply of gold, ebony, ivory and other resources and repelling the Bedouins who had infiltrated Egypt
during the First Intermediate Period. The kingdom also built diplomatic and trade relations with Syria ,
Palestine and other countries; undertook building projects including military fortresses and mining quarries;
and returned to pyramid-building in the tradition of the Old Kingdom. Second Intermediate Period c. The 13th
dynasty marked the beginning of another unsettled period in Egyptian history, during which a rapid succession
of kings failed to consolidate power. As a consequence, during the Second Intermediate Period Egypt was
divided into several spheres of influence. The official royal court and seat of government was relocated to
Thebes, while a rival dynasty the 14th , centered on the city of Xois in the Nile delta, seems to have existed at
the same time as the 13th. The Hyksos rulers of the 15th dynasty adopted and continued many of the existing
Egyptian traditions in government as well as culture. They ruled concurrently with the line of native Theban
rulers of the 17th dynasty, who retained control over most of southern Egypt despite having to pay taxes to the
Hyksos. The 16th dynasty is variously believed to be Theban or Hyksos rulers. Conflict eventually flared
between the two groups, and the Thebans launched a war against the Hyksos around B. Under Ahmose I, the
first king of the 18th dynasty, Egypt was once again reunited. During the 18th dynasty, Egypt restored its
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control over Nubia and began military campaigns in Palestine, clashing with other powers in the area such as
the Mitannians and the Hittites. In addition to powerful kings such as Amenhotep I B. The controversial
Amenhotep IV c. The 19th and 20th dynasties, known as the Ramesside period for the line of kings named
Ramses saw the restoration of the weakened Egyptian empire and an impressive amount of building, including
great temples and cities. All of the New Kingdom rulers with the exception of Akhenaton were laid to rest in
deep, rock-cut tombs not pyramids in the Valley of the Kings, a burial site on the west bank of the Nile
opposite Thebes. Most of them were raided and destroyed, with the exception of the tomb and treasure of
Tutankhamen c. The splendid mortuary temple of the last great king of the 20th dynasty, Ramses III c. The
kings who followed Ramses III were less successful: Egypt lost its provinces in Palestine and Syria for good
and suffered from foreign invasions notably by the Libyans , while its wealth was being steadily but inevitably
depleted. Third Intermediate Period c. The next yearsâ€”known as the Third Intermediate Periodâ€”saw
important changes in Egyptian politics, society and culture. The 22nd dynasty began around B. Many local
rulers were virtually autonomous during this period and dynasties are poorly documented. In the eighth
century B. Under Kushite rule, Egypt clashed with the growing Assyrian empire. One of them, Necho of Sais,
ruled briefly as the first king of the 26th dynasty before being killed by the Kushite leader Tanuatamun, in a
final, unsuccessful grab for power. Persian rulers such as Darius B. The tyrannical rule of Xerxes B. One of
these rebellions triumphed in B. In the mid-fourth century B. Barely a decade later, in B. Six centuries of
Roman rule followed, during which Christianity became the official religion of Rome and its provinces
including Egypt. The conquest of Egypt by the Arabs in the seventh century A.
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6: World History: Ancient Egypt for Kids
Hieroglyphics and beautiful pictures line the wall of an ancient tomb in Luxor. Credit: Ministry of Antiquity, Egypt
Egyptian civilization has flourished continuously since prehistoric times.

See Article History Alternative Titles: Pharaonic Egypt thrived for some 3, years through a series of native
dynasties that were interspersed with brief periods of foreign rule. After Alexander the Great conquered the
region in bc, urban Egypt became an integral part of the Hellenistic world. Under the Greek Ptolemaic dynasty
, an advanced literate society thrived in the city of Alexandria, but what is now Egypt was conquered by the
Romans in 30 bc. Pyramids dating from the 3rd millennium bc, Giza plateau near Cairo. Following the
conquests, both urban and rural culture began to adopt elements of Arab culture, and an Arabic vernacular
eventually replaced the Egyptian language as the common means of spoken discourse. The French occupation,
which ended in , marked the first time a European power had conquered and occupied Egypt, and it set the
stage for further European involvement. The concern of the European powers namely France and the United
Kingdom , which were major shareholders in the canal to safeguard the canal for strategic and commercial
reasons became one of the most important factors influencing the subsequent history of Egypt. In a military
coup installed a revolutionary regime that promoted a combination of socialism and Pan-Arab nationalism.
Egypt led the Arab states in a series of wars against Israel but was the first of those states to make peace with
the Jewish state, which it did in With opposition political activity tightly restricted, decades of popular
frustration erupted into mass demonstrations in The uprising forced Pres. Power was transferred to an elected
government in , and a new constitution was adopted at the end of the year. This elected government, however,
was toppled a year later when the military intervened to remove the newly elected president, Mohammed
Morsi , a member of the Islamist Muslim Brotherhood , following a series of massive public demonstrations
against his administration. For a discussion of unrest and political change in Egypt in , see Egypt Uprising of
Present-day Egypt, however, is largely urban. Tourism has traditionally provided an enormous portion of
foreign exchange, but that industry has been subject to fluctuations during times of political and civil unrest in
the region. In the north its Mediterranean coastline is about miles 1, km , and in the east its coastline on the
Red Sea and the Gulf of Aqaba is about 1, miles 1, km. Relief The topography of Egypt is dominated by the
Nile. For about miles 1, km of its northward course through the country, the river cuts its way through bare
desert, its narrow valley a sharply delineated strip of green, abundantly fecund in contrast to the desolation that
surrounds it. The Nile divides the desert plateau through which it flows into two unequal sectionsâ€”the
Western Desert , between the river and the Libyan frontier, and the Eastern Desert , extending to the Suez
Canal, the Gulf of Suez , and the Red Sea. Each of the two has a distinctive character, as does the third and
smallest of the Egyptian deserts, the Sinai. The Western Desert a branch of the Libyan Desert is arid and
without wadis dry beds of seasonal rivers , while the Eastern Desert is extensively dissected by wadis and
fringed by rugged mountains in the east. The desert of central Sinai is open country, broken by isolated hills
and scored by wadis. Egypt is not, as is often believed, an entirely flat country. In addition to the mountains
along the Red Sea, mountainous areas occur in the extreme southwest of the Western Desert and in the
southern Sinai Peninsula. The coastal regions of Egypt, with the exception of the delta, are everywhere
hemmed in either by desert or by mountain; they are arid or of very limited fertility. The coastal plain in both
the north and east tends to be narrow; it seldom exceeds a width of 30 miles 48 km. The Nile valley and delta
The Nile delta, or Lower Egypt , covers an area of 9, square miles 25, sq km. It is about miles km long from
Cairo to the Mediterranean, with a coastline stretching some miles km from Alexandria to Port Said. As many
as seven branches of the river once flowed through the delta, but its waters are now concentrated in two, the
Damietta Branch to the east and the Rosetta Branch to the west. Though totally flat apart from an occasional
mound projecting through the alluvium, the delta is far from featureless; it is crisscrossed by a maze of canals
and drainage channels. The conversion of the delta to perennial irrigation has made possible the raising of two
or three crops a year, instead of one, over more than half of its total area. Since the completion of the Aswan
High Dam in , the 3,square mile 10, square km valley has been under perennial irrigation. Lake Nasser was
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developed during the s for its fishing and as a tourist area, and settlements have grown up around it. The
Eastern Desert The Eastern Desert comprises almost one-fourth of the land surface of Egypt and covers an
area of about 85, square miles , square km. The outlets of some of the main wadis form deep bays, which
contain small settlements of seminomads. The plateau is also deeply indented by ravines, but they are
relatively free from obstacles, and some are usable as routes. The hills run from near Suez to the Sudanese
border; they are not a continuous range but consist of a series of interlocking systems more or less in
alignment. They are geologically complex, with ancient igneous and metamorphic rocks. At the foot of the
Red Sea Hills the narrow coastal plain widens southward, and parallel to the shore there are almost continuous
coral reefs. In popular conception and usage, the Red Sea littoral can be regarded as a subregion in itself. The
Western Desert The Western Desert comprises two-thirds of the land surface of Egypt and covers an area of
about , square miles , square km. West of the Qattara Depression and near the Libyan border is the largest and
most populous oasis , that of Siwa. It has been inhabited for thousands of years and is less influenced by
modern development. South of the Qattara Depression, and extending west to the Libyan border, the Western
Desert is composed of great ridges of blown sand interspersed with stony tracts. Beyond the Qattara
Depression northward, the edge of the plateau follows the Mediterranean Sea, leaving a narrow coastal plain.
Its southern portion consists of rugged, sharply serrated mountains. Toward the Mediterranean Sea, the
northward plateau slope is broken by dome-shaped hills; between them and the coast are long, parallel lines of
dunes, some of which are more than feet metres high. Drainage Apart from the Nile, the only natural perennial
surface drainage consists of a few small streams in the mountains of the southern Sinai Peninsula. Most of the
valleys of the Eastern Desert drain westward to the Nile. They are eroded by water but normally dry; only
after heavy rainstorms in the Red Sea Hills do they carry torrents. The shorter valleys on the eastern flank of
the Red Sea Hills drain toward the Red Sea; they, too, are normally dry. Drainage in the mountains of the
Sinai Peninsula is toward the gulfs of Suez and Aqaba; as in the Red Sea Hills, torrent action has produced
valleys that are deeply eroded and normally dry. One of the features of the Western Desert is its aridity, as
shown by the absence of drainage lines. There is, however, an extensive water table beneath the Western
Desert. Where the water table comes near the surface it has been tapped by wells in some oases. Page 1 of
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7: History of ancient Egypt - Wikipedia
Ancient Egyptian civilization is so grand that our minds sometimes have difficulty adjusting to it. If you're awed by the
Great Pyramid, amazed by the magnificent golden mask and other treasures of Tutankhamen, curious about how this
longest-lived of all ancient cultures has influenced us, or just intrigued by the mysterious hows and whys of all things
Egyptian, then you must own this.

Prehistoric Egypt and Population history of Egypt There is evidence of petroglyphs along the Nile terraces and
in desert oases. In the 10th millennium BC, a culture of hunter-gatherers and fishermen was replaced by a
grain -grinding culture. Early tribal peoples migrated to the Nile River, where they developed a settled
agricultural economy and more centralized society. The Badari culture and the successor Naqada series are
generally regarded as precursors to dynastic Egypt. The earliest known Lower Egyptian site, Merimda,
predates the Badarian by about seven hundred years. Contemporaneous Lower Egyptian communities
coexisted with their southern counterparts for more than two thousand years, remaining culturally distinct, but
maintaining frequent contact through trade. The earliest known evidence of Egyptian hieroglyphic inscriptions
appeared during the predynastic period on Naqada III pottery vessels, dated to about BC. A unified kingdom
was founded BC by King Menes , leading to a series of dynasties that ruled Egypt for the next three millennia.
Egyptian culture flourished during this long period and remained distinctively Egyptian in its religion , arts ,
language and customs. The first two ruling dynasties of a unified Egypt set the stage for the Old Kingdom
period c. The First Intermediate Period ushered in a time of political upheaval for about years. A second
period of disunity heralded the arrival of the first foreign ruling dynasty in Egypt, that of the Semitic-speaking
Hyksos. The New Kingdom c. The first historically attested expression of monotheism came during this
period as Atenism. Frequent contacts with other nations brought new ideas to the New Kingdom. The country
was later invaded and conquered by Libyans , Nubians and Assyrians , but native Egyptians eventually drove
them out and regained control of their country. Whilst not conclusive, because of the non-exhaustive time
frame and restricted location that the mummies represent, their study nevertheless showed that these Ancient
Egyptians "closely resembled ancient and modern Near Eastern populations, especially those in the Levant,
and had almost no DNA from sub-Saharan Africa. Xerxes I tomb relief. The Ptolemaic Kingdom was a
powerful Hellenistic state extending from southern Syria in the east, to Cyrene to the west, and south to the
frontier with Nubia. Alexandria became the capital city and a center of Greek culture and trade. To gain
recognition by the native Egyptian populace, they named themselves as the successors to the Pharaohs. The
later Ptolemies took on Egyptian traditions, had themselves portrayed on public monuments in Egyptian style
and dress, and participated in Egyptian religious life. The Ptolemies faced rebellions of native Egyptians, often
caused by an unwanted regime, and were involved in foreign and civil wars that led to the decline of the
kingdom and its annexation by Rome. Nevertheless, Hellenistic culture continued to thrive in Egypt well after
the Muslim conquest. The city of Alexandria became a key trading outpost for the Roman Empire by some
accounts, the most important for a time. Shipping from Egypt regularly reached India and Ethiopia among
other international destinations. Scholars such as Ptolemy , Hypatia , and Heron broke new ground in
astronomy, mathematics, and other disciplines. Culturally, the city of Alexandria at times rivaled Rome in its
importance. The New Testament had by then been translated into Egyptian. The Byzantines were able to
regain control of the country after a brief Persian invasion early in the 7th century, until â€”42, when Egypt
was invaded and conquered by the Arab Islamic Empire. The final loss of Egypt was of incalculable
significance to the Byzantine Empire, which had relied on Egypt for many agricultural and manufactured
goods. Early in this period, Egyptians began to blend their new faith with their Christian traditions as well as
other indigenous beliefs and practices, leading to various Sufi orders that have flourished to this day. The
Mamluks continued to govern the country until the conquest of Egypt by the Ottoman Turks in , after which it
became a province of the Ottoman Empire. The defensive militarization damaged its civil society and
economic institutions. Portuguese traders took over their trade. The expulsion of the French in by Ottoman ,
Mamluk , and British forces was followed by four years of anarchy in which Ottomans, Mamluks, and
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Albanians â€” who were nominally in the service of the Ottomans â€” wrestled for power. Out of this chaos,
the commander of the Albanian regiment, Muhammad Ali Kavalali Mehmed Ali Pasha emerged as a dominant
figure and in was acknowledged by the Sultan in Istanbul as his viceroy in Egypt; the title implied
subordination to the Sultan but this was in fact a polite fiction: Ottoman power in Egypt was finished and
Muhammad Ali, an ambitious and able leader, established a dynasty that was to rule Egypt until the revolution
of In later years, the dynasty became a British puppet. A more lasting result of his military ambition is that it
required him to modernize the country. Eager to adopt the military and therefore industrial techniques of the
great powers, he sent students to the West and invited training missions to Egypt. He built industries, a system
of canals for irrigation and transport, and reformed the civil service. The social effects of this were enormous:
History of Egypt under the British and History of modern Egypt Nationalists demonstrating in Cairo , British
indirect rule lasted from , when the British succeeded in defeating the Egyptian Army at Tel el-Kebir in
September and took control of the country, to the Egyptian revolution which made Egypt a republic and when
British advisers were expelled. Abbas I was cautious. Said and Ismail were ambitious developers, but they
spent beyond their means. The Suez Canal , built in partnership with the French, was completed in The cost
of this and other projects had two effects: Within three years this led to the imposition of British and French
controllers who sat in the Egyptian cabinet, and, "with the financial power of the bondholders behind them,
were the real power in the Government. In he became head of a nationalist-dominated ministry committed to
democratic reforms including parliamentary control of the budget. Fearing a reduction of their control, Britain
and France intervened militarily, bombarding Alexandria and crushing the Egyptian army at the battle of Tel
el-Kebir. Abbas II was deposed as khedive and replaced by his uncle, Hussein Kamel , as sultan. When the
British exiled Zaghlul and his associates to Malta on 8 March , the country arose in its first modern revolution.
Saad Zaghlul was popularly elected as Prime Minister of Egypt in In , the Anglo-Egyptian Treaty was
concluded. British military presence in Egypt lasted until Reign of Nasser[ edit ] Main article: British forces
completed their withdrawal from the occupied Suez Canal Zone on 13 June The union was short-lived, ending
in when Syria seceded, thus ending the union. Three years later , President Nasser died and was succeeded by
Anwar Sadat. Reign of Sadat[ edit ] Main article: He launched the Infitah economic reform policy, while
clamping down on religious and secular opposition. It was an attempt to regain part of the Sinai territory that
Israel had captured six years earlier. Sadat hoped to seize some territory through military force, and then
regain the rest of the peninsula by diplomacy. The second UN-mandated ceasefire halted military action.
While the war ended with a military stalemate, it presented Sadat with a political victory that later allowed
him to regain the Sinai in return for peace with Israel. He was succeeded by Hosni Mubarak. Reign of
Mubarak[ edit ].
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Culture Ancient Egypt was rich in culture including government, religion, arts, and writing. The government and religion
were tied together as the leader of the government, the Pharaoh, was also leader of the religion.

To properly care for his spirit, the corpse was mummified, and everything the king would need in the afterlife
was buried with him, including gold vessels, food, furniture and other offerings. The pyramids became the
focus of a cult of the dead king that was supposed to continue well after his death. Their riches would provide
not only for him, but also for the relatives, officials and priests who were buried near him. The oldest known
pyramid in Egypt was built around B. Known as the Step Pyramid, it began as a traditional mastaba but grew
into something much more ambitious. The Step Pyramid was surrounded by a complex of courtyards, temples
and shrines, where Djoser would enjoy his afterlife. After Djoser, the stepped pyramid became the norm for
royal burials, although none of those planned by his dynastic successors were completed probably due to their
relatively short reigns. The Great Pyramids of Giza No pyramids are more celebrated than the Great Pyramids
of Giza, located on a plateau on the west bank of the Nile River, on the outskirts of modern-day Cairo. The
oldest and largest of the three pyramids at Giza, known as the Great Pyramid, is the only surviving structure
out of the famed seven wonders of the ancient world. Though Khufu reigned for 23 years B. It was the largest
statue in the ancient world, measuring feet long and 66 feet high. In the 18th dynasty c. It is the shortest of the
three pyramids feet and is a precursor of the smaller pyramids that would be constructed during the fifth and
sixth dynasties. The ancient Greek historian Herodotus wrote that it took 20 years to build and required the
labor of , men, but later archaeological evidence suggests that the workforce might actually have been around
20, Though some popular versions of history held that the pyramids were built by slaves or foreigners forced
into labor, skeletons excavated from the area show that the workers were probably native Egyptian agricultural
laborers who worked on the pyramids during the time of year when the Nile River flooded much of the land
nearby. The End of the Pyramid Era Pyramids continued to be built throughout the fifth and sixth dynasties,
but the general quality and scale of their construction declined over this period, along with the power and
wealth of the kings themselves. Known as pyramid texts, these are the earliest significant religious
compositions known from ancient Egypt. The last of the great pyramid builders was Pepy II B. By the time of
his rule, Old Kingdom prosperity was dwindling, and the pharaoh had lost some of his quasi-divine status as
the power of non-royal administrative officials grew. Later kings, of the 12th dynasty, would return to
pyramid building during the so-called Middle Kingdom phase, but it was never on the same scale as the Great
Pyramids.
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The history of Egypt has been long and wealthy, due to the flow of the Nile River with its fertile banks and delta, as well
as the accomplishments of Egypt's native inhabitants and outside influence. Much of Egypt's ancient history was a
mystery until the secrets of ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs were deciphered with the discovery and help of the.

The Early Dynastic Period is a period at the start of what is conventionally considered the history of Ancient
Egypt. It was the culmination of the formative stage of the Ancient Egyptian culture that began centuries
before during the Prehistory. The typical artistic canon for two-dimensional representations is already obvious
in the Narmer Palette. Writing evolved from a few simple signs mainly used to denote quantities of substances
and their provenance, to a complex system of several hundreds of signs with both phonetic and ideographic
values fit for administrative, political, religious as well as literary purposes. Another very important change
that marks the beginning of the Early Dynastic Period is the rise of urbanism. Inhabitants of small settlements
throughout the country abandoned their homes and moved to larger communities and cities. Several key
factors, that could vary from region to region, have influenced this process of urbanisation: The need for
security may have caused people to seek protection within the safety of fortified walls. It facilitated central
control of the population by the state. Some relocations may thus have been forced by the government. The
process of urbanisation appears to have started earlier in societies with a stronger hierarchical structure.
Changes in the natural environment. This has apparently been the case at Hierakonpolis, one of the most
important cities in late Predynastic Egypt. Society was evolving beyond its mere agricultural needs and
required specialised craftsmen, traders and other skilled personnel. The ruling elite needed these people not
only to be close at hand, but also to work and thus live together. Demographic changes, such as a growth in
population, may have caused smaller settlements to extend and merge into one larger community. As the Early
Dynastic Period is the culmination of an on-going cultural, religious and political evolution, it is hard to
determine its actual beginning. According to the Ancient Egyptian tradition, the first human king to have ruled
over the whole of Egypt was a man named Menes. He is considered the first king of the 1st Dynasty and
tradition credited him with the unification of Upper- and Lower-Egypt. As none of the sources from the Early
Dynastic Period mention his name and as none of the deeds credited to him can be associated with any of the
archaeologically attested kings, the identification of this Menes, however, is problematic. Both in the Turin
King-list and with Manetho , this Menes follows a long list of gods and demi-gods who ruled before him. The
first row on the Palermo Stone contains names of kings who allegedly ruled Egypt before him. As our
knowledge of this early stage of Egyptian history evolves, we are finding sources that hint at powerful rulers
living in Middle and Upper Egypt who already had extended their influence, if not their realm, to parts of
Lower Egypt. This information may correspond to the mythical rulers in the Turin King-list and to the names
listed in the first row of the Palermo Stone , if not literally, then perhaps simply as a confirmation that the
Ancient Egyptian chroniclers were aware of the existence of kings before Menes. This has led some authors to
propose that there may have been a Dynasty "0" before the 1st Dynasty. It is not certain that the kings placed
in this hypothetical Dynasty "0" actually belonged to the same ruling family and to what extent they all ruled
over the same area. In most books dealing with the history of Ancient Egypt, the Early Dynastic Period
usually consists of the first two dynasties. This is based on the fact that the first pyramids were built during the
3rd Dynasty and that the Old Kingdom is often viewed as the Age of the Pyramids. This has caused the 3rd
Dynasty to be included in the Old Kingdom. It needs to be pointed out, however, that the pyramids built
during the 3rd Dynasty were Step Pyramids and not the "true" pyramids that were built from the start of the
4th Dynasty on. As such, the Step Pyramid and the funerary complexes of the 3rd Dynasty can still be
considered as part of the formative stage of pyramid building. The funerary complex of Horus Netjerikhet at
Saqqara is the oldest known building made completely in stone. Its structure differs drastically from the
funerary complexes of the 4th Dynasty and later. The kings during the 3rd Dynasty were still known mainly
by their Horus Name , but from the 4th Dynasty on, the Prenomen , and later the Nomen , become the more
important titles. This may indicate in shift in views on the divine kingship: As such, it played a pivotal role in
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consolidating the political, religious and cultural evolution that had started centuries before. Click on the
thumbnails below to learn more about the dynasties of the Early Dynastic Period.
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