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For in the celebration of Mass, in which the Sacrifice of the Cross is perpetuated, [38] Christ is really present
in the very liturgical assembly gathered in his name, in the person of the minister, in his word, and indeed
substantially and continuously under the Eucharistic species. The Mass is made up, as it were, of two parts:
These, however, are so closely interconnected that they form but one single act of worship. When the Sacred
Scriptures are read in the Church, God himself speaks to his people, and Christ, present in his own word,
proclaims the Gospel. Among the parts assigned to the priest, the foremost is the Eucharistic Prayer, which is
the high point of the entire celebration. Next are the orations: These prayers are addressed to God in the name
of the entire holy people and all present, by the priest who presides over the assembly in the person of Christ.
It is also up to the priest, in the exercise of his office of presiding over the gathered assembly, to offer certain
explanations that are foreseen in the rite itself. Where it is indicated in the rubrics, the celebrant is permitted to
adapt them somewhat in order that they respond to the understanding of those participating. However, he
should always take care to keep to the sense of the text given in the Missal and to express it succinctly. The
presiding priest is also to direct the word of God and to impart the final blessing. In addition, he may give the
faithful a very brief introduction to the Mass of the day after the initial Greeting and before the Act of
Penitence , to the Liturgy of the Word before the readings , and to the Eucharistic Prayer before the Preface ,
though never during the Eucharistic Prayer itself; he may also make concluding comments to the entire sacred
action before the dismissal. The priest, in fact, as the one who presides, prays in the name of the Church and of
the assembled community; but at times he prays only in his own name, asking that he may exercise his
ministry with greater attention and devotion. Prayers of this kind, which occur before the reading of the
Gospel, at the Preparation of the Gifts, and also before and after the Communion of the priest, are said quietly.
The Other Formulas in the Celebration Finally, concerning the other formulas: Some constitute an
independent rite or act, such as the Gloria, the responsorial Psalm, the Alleluia and verse before the Gospel,
the Sanctus, the Memorial Acclamation, and the cantus post communionem song after communion ; Others
accompany another rite, such as the chants at the Entrance, at the Offertory, at the fraction Agnus Dei , and at
Communion. The Vocal Expression of the Different Texts In texts that are to be spoken in a loud and clear
voice, whether by the priest or the deacon, or by the lector, or by all, the tone of voice should correspond to
the genre of the text itself, that is, depending upon whether it is a reading, a prayer, a commentary, an
acclamation, or a sung text; the tone should also be suited to the form of celebration and to the solemnity of
the gathering. Consideration should also be given to the idiom of different languages and the culture of
different peoples. The Importance of Singing Great importance should therefore be attached to the use of
singing in the celebration of the Mass, with due consideration for the culture of the people and abilities of each
liturgical assembly. Although it is not always necessary e. In the choosing of the parts actually to be sung,
however, preference should be given to those that are of greater importance and especially to those to be sung
by the priest or the deacon or the lector, with the people responding, or by the priest and people together. All
other things being equal, Gregorian chant holds pride of place because it is proper to the Roman Liturgy.
Other types of sacred music, in particular polyphony, are in no way excluded, provided that they correspond to
the spirit of the liturgical action and that they foster the participation of all the faithful. The gestures and
posture of the priest, the deacon, and the ministers, as well as those of the people, ought to contribute to
making the entire celebration resplendent with beauty and noble simplicity, so that the true and full meaning
of the different parts of the celebration is evident and that the participation of all is fostered. A common
posture, to be observed by all participants, is a sign of the unity of the members of the Christian community
gathered for the sacred Liturgy: The faithful should stand from the beginning of the Entrance chant, or while
the priest approaches the altar, until the end of the collect; for the Alleluia chant before the Gospel; while the
Gospel itself is proclaimed; during the Profession of Faith and the Prayer of the Faithful; from the invitation,
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Orate, fratres Pray, brethren , before the prayer over the offerings until the end of Mass, except at the places
indicated below. They should, however, sit while the readings before the Gospel and the responsorial Psalm
are proclaimed and for the homily and while the Preparation of the Gifts at the Offertory is taking place; and,
as circumstances allow, they may sit or kneel while the period of sacred silence after Communion is observed.
In the dioceses of the United States of America, they should kneel beginning after the singing or recitation of
the Sanctus until after the Amen of the Eucharistic Prayer, except when prevented on occasion by reasons of
health, lack of space, the large number of people present, or some other good reason. Those who do not kneel
ought to make a profound bow when the priest genuflects after the consecration. The faithful kneel after the
Agnus Dei unless the diocesan Bishop determines otherwise. Among gestures included are also actions and
processions: It is appropriate that actions and processions of this sort be carried out with decorum while the
chants proper to them occur, in keeping with the norms prescribed for each. Sacred silence also, as part of the
celebration, is to be observed at the designated times. Thus within the Act of Penitence and again after the
invitation to pray, all recollect themselves; but at the conclusion of a reading or the homily, all meditate briefly
on what they have heard; then after Communion, they praise and pray to God in their hearts. Even before the
celebration itself, it is commendable that silence to be observed in the church, in the sacristy, in the vesting
room, and in adjacent areas, so that all may dispose themselves to carry out the sacred action in a devout and
fitting manner. The Introductory Rites The rites preceding the Liturgy of the Word, namely the Entrance,
Greeting, Act of Penitence, Kyrie, Gloria, and collect, have the character of a beginning, introduction, and
preparation. In certain celebrations that are combined with Mass according to the norms of the liturgical
books, the Introductory Rites are omitted or performed in a particular way. After the people have gathered, the
Entrance chant begins as the priest enters with the deacon and ministers. The purpose of this chant is to open
the celebration, foster the unity of those who have been gathered, introduce their thoughts to the mystery of
the liturgical season or festivity, and accompany the procession of the priest and ministers. The singing at this
time is done either alternately by the choir and the people or in a similar way by the cantor and the people, or
entirely by the people, or by the choir alone. Greeting of the Altar and of the People Gathered Together When
they reach the sanctuary, the priest, the deacon, and the ministers reverence the altar with a profound bow. As
an expression of veneration, moreover, the priest and deacon then kiss the altar itself; as the occasion suggests,
the priest also incenses the cross and the altar. When the Entrance chant is concluded, the priest stands at the
chair and, together with the whole gathering, makes the Sign of the Cross. Then he signifies the presence of
the Lord to the community gathered there by means of the Greeting. After the greeting of the people, the
priest, the deacon, or a lay minister may very briefly introduce the faithful to the Mass of the day. The Act of
Penitence Then the priest invites those present to take part in the Act of Penitence, which, after a brief pause
for silence, the entire community carries out through a formula of general confession. On Sundays, especially
in the Season of Easter, in place of the customary Act of Penitence, from time to time the blessing and
sprinkling of water to recall Baptism may take place. After the Act of Penitence, the Kyrie is always begun,
unless it has already been included as part of the Act of Penitence. Since it is a chant by which the faithful
acclaim the Lord and implore his mercy, it is ordinarily done by all, that is, by the people and the choir or
cantor having a part in it. As a rule, each acclamation is sung or said twice, though it may be repeated several
times, by reason of the character of the various languages, as well as of the artistry of the music or of other
circumstances. When the Kyrie is sung as a part of the Act of Penitence, a trope may precede each
acclamation. The Gloria is a very ancient and venerable hymn in which the Church, gathered together in the
Holy Spirit, glorifies and entreats God the Father and the Lamb. The text of this hymn may not be replaced by
any other text. The Gloria is intoned by the priest or, if appropriate, by a cantor or by the choir; but it is sung
either by everyone together, or by the people alternately with the choir, or by the choir alone. If not sung, it is
to be recited either by all together or by two parts of the congregation responding one to the other. It is sung or
said on Sundays outside the Seasons of Advent and Lent, on solemnities and feasts, and at special celebrations
of a more solemn character. Next the priest invites the people to pray. Then the priest says the prayer which is
customarily known as the collect and through which the character of the celebration is expressed. In
accordance with the ancient tradition of the Church, the collect prayer is usually addressed to God the Father,
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through Christ, in the Holy Spirit, [57] and is concluded with a trinitarian ending, that is to say the longer
ending, in the following manner: If the prayer is directed to the Father: Per Dominum nostrum Iesum Christum
Filium tuum, qui tecum vivit et regnat in unitate Spiritus Sancti, Deus, per omnia saecula saeculorum Through
our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever
; If it is directed to the Father, but the Son is mentioned at the end: Qui tecum vivit et regnat in unitate Spiritus
Sancti, Deus, per omnia saecula saeculorum Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy spirit, one God,
forever and ever ; If it is directed to the Son: The people, uniting themselves to this entreaty, make the prayer
their own with the acclamation, Amen. There is always only one collect used in a Mass. The Liturgy of the
Word The main part of the Liturgy of the Word is made up of the readings from Sacred Scripture together
with the chants occurring between them. The homily, Profession of Faith, and Prayer of the Faithful, however,
develop and conclude this part of the Mass. For in the readings, as explained by the homily, God speaks to his
people, [58] opening up to them the mystery of redemption and salvation, and offering them spiritual
nourishment; and Christ himself is present in the midst of the faithful through his word. Finally, having been
nourished by it, they pour out their petitions in the Prayer of the Faithful for the needs of the entire Church and
for the salvation of the whole world. The Liturgy of the Word is to be celebrated in such a way as to promote
meditation, and so any sort of haste that hinders recollection must clearly be avoided. During the Liturgy of
the Word, it is also appropriate to include brief periods of silence, accommodated to the gathered assembly, in
which, at the prompting of the Holy Spirit, the word of God may be grasped by the heart and a response
through prayer may be prepared. It may be appropriate to observe such periods of silence, for example, before
the Liturgy of the Word itself begins, after the first and second reading, and lastly at the conclusion of the
homily. Moreover, it is unlawful to substitute other, non-biblical texts for the readings and responsorial Psalm,
which contain the word of God. In the celebration of the Mass with a congregation, the readings are always
proclaimed from the ambo. By tradition, the function of proclaiming the readings is ministerial, not
presidential. The readings, therefore, should be proclaimed by a lector, and the Gospel by a deacon or, in his
absence, a priest other than the celebrant. If, however, a deacon or another priest is not present, the priest
celebrant himself should read the Gospel. Further, if another suitable lector is also not present, then the priest
celebrant should also proclaim the other readings. After each reading, whoever reads gives the acclamation, to
which the gathered people reply, honoring the word of God that they have received in faith and with grateful
hearts. The reading of the Gospel is the high point of the Liturgy of the Word. The Liturgy itself teaches that
great reverence is to be shown to it by setting it off from the other readings with special marks of honor: The
Responsorial Psalm After the first reading comes the responsorial Psalm, which is an integral part of the
Liturgy of the Word and holds great liturgical and pastoral importance, because it fosters meditation on the
word of God. The responsorial Psalm should correspond to each reading and should, as a rule, be taken from
the Lectionary. Hence, the psalmist, or the cantor of the Psalm, sings the verses of the Psalm from the ambo or
another suitable place. The entire congregation remains seated and listens but, as a rule, takes part by singing
the response, except when the Psalm is sung straight through without a response. In order, however, that the
people may be able to sing the Psalm response more readily, texts of some responses and Psalms have been
chosen for the various seasons of the year or for the various categories of Saints. These may be used in place
of the text corresponding to the reading whenever the Psalm is sung. If the Psalm cannot be sung, then it
should be recited in such a way that it is particularly suited to fostering meditation on the word of God. In the
dioceses of the United States of America, the following may also be sung in place of the Psalm assigned in the
Lectionary for Mass: Songs or hymns may not be used in place of the responsorial Psalm. The Acclamation
Before the Gospel After the reading that immediately precedes the Gospel, the Alleluia or another chant
indicated by the rubrics is sung, as required by the liturgical season.
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What Did Shakespeare Read? Shewing how Children in their playing years may Grammatically attain to a
firm groundedness in an exercise of the Latine and Greek Tongues. It abounds with references to the course of
instruction in the Wakefield grammar school when the author was a pupil there under a master who presided
over the school for upwards of fifty years. Hoole gives, at the beginning of the work, a list of the books
generally used in the grammar schools of the country, and towards the end, as I have said, the course of
instruction established in Rotherham School before he became head-master. Even apart from this, we may be
sure that whatever was generally true of country grammar schools in the early decades of the seventeenth
century would be true of them in the later decades of the sixteenth. Public schools, as a rule, are about the
most conservative of human institutions so much so that, except at distant and revolutionary intervals, the
introduction even of a new class-book is a work of extreme difficulty. The Public School Commissioners who
sat in found that the lines of instruction laid down in the sixteenth century remained practically unchanged till
within the memory of the present generation. Leaving, however, his "less Greek," I shall confine myself to the
"little Latin" which, according to his friend and fellow-dramatist, Shakespeare possessed. And on this head we
may confidently assume that the course of instruction established at Ashby, at Wakefield, and at Rotherham
would also be found established at Stratford-upon-Avon. To save space, I shall give only the list of books and
authors commonly read in the grammar schools. The list of authors in the sixth form is rather a long one; but it
would seem that while Horace, Juvenal, and Persius were thoroughly read, the others were only read in
selected portions. On this point Hoole says, in his own detailed account of the work in this form: To complete
the evidence supplied by Hoole, I will give in his own words his account of the books and authors used in the
Rotherham Grammar School before he became head-master. This second list is indeed of far higher interest
and value for the purpose of this paper than the first, as it gives a vivid picture of the work actually done in the
various forms of a country grammar school while Shakespeare was still alive. As will be seen, Hoole gives
these details mainly for the purpose of showing that he had proposed no change in the course of instruction,
but simply in the methods of teaching and school management: These were first put to read the Accidents, and
afterwards made to commit it to memory; which when they had done, they were exercised in construing and
parsing the examples in the English Rules, and this was called the first form: They construed the Greek
Testament into Latine, and the rest into English. The result would, I venture to think, be a strong confirmation
of their substantial validity for the purpose in hand At that time, as we have seen, boys usually went to the
grammar school about six or at latest seven years of age, and entered at once upon the accidence. In his first
year, therefore, Shakespeare would be occupied with the accidence and grammar. In going through such a
course, unless the teaching at Stratford was exceptionally inefficient, the boy must have made some progress
in several of these authors, and acquired sufficient knowledge of the language to read fairly well at sight the
more popular poets and prose writers, such as Ovid and Cicero. The masters of the school during the time
Shakespeare attended it would seem, however, to have been at least of average attainments and ability, as they
rapidly gained promotion. No fewer than three held the post during the decade from to We may reasonably
infer that as it had been put into repair in the year , it continued in a state available for use until it was repaired
again about the year or , when the chapel of the guild was temporarily used, as it probably had been more than
once before, instead of the school-house. The "sollar" referred to in this extract was a small story, in many
cases a loft or garret; and taking away the sollar over the school-house would, I suppose, indicate that it was
heightened and possibly newly roofed, as well as partially refloored. The new school in the old school-house
was, indeed, at once the symbol and meeting-place not only of the two civilisations, the Classical and the
Christian, which have determined the character of modern Europe, but of the two main currents of the latter,
the Catholic and the Protestant, which are found united in the most brilliant and productive period of English
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Michael McMahon This conference was given by Fr. It was a pleasure for me to prepare this presentation on
Jesuit education, delving into the wealth of information which the Jesuits have given us over the last four
centuries. Now we are getting into the "nuts and bolts" of education, that is, the specifics and how to apply
them in our schools. Arriving at this stage, we must look to the great masters and Catholic educators who have
preceded us, handing down to us their wisdom and experience. Among the greatest are the Jesuits. Amazingly,
they have written on almost everything: So when we get into curriculum or the practical application of the
Catholic philosophy of education in our schools, we are wise to acquaint ourselves with the information
concerning Catholic education which the Jesuits have given us. Historical Background Having reviewed the
past years in which they have been engaged in education, it is clear that the Jesuits have been in the very front
rank, a fact universally admitted by friend and foe alike. There is a book which recalls a conference given at
the end of the 19th century by the president of a prestigious non-Catholic university called The Jesuit and
Puritan Systems Compared. They have been at the very forefront of education, and one reason why it is
interesting as well as important for us to look at the Jesuits is that there are many similarities between the
Jesuits and the Society of Saint Pius X. Both of us were born into times of crisis. The crises have similarities
and major differences, but we must agree the Orders were both born into a time of crisis. Each society was
founded by a great leader in his time: Ignatius, one of the greatest men of the Counter-Reformation; and
certainly the Archbishop, one of the greatest churchmen of the 20th century. Both spread throughout the
world, concerned with the defense and eventual restoration of the Catholic Faith; both were often attacked,
obviously by foes, yet even by those who should have been friends; and, we can say, neither had the specific
intention to become involved in education. Ignatius at the beginning. Ignatius was trying to form a shock troop
for the Papacy, a small, mobile, well-educated, group of men who had mobility â€”they were to be tied down
by neither parochial nor educational duties. When the Pope needed them somewhere, they were to be sent.
That was what St. Ignatius had in mind in founding the Company of Jesus. However, being a saint, he
proposed and then God disposed. Again, it was the same thing with the Archbishop: And what happened very
quickly, even in the lifetime of St. Ignatius, was his realization that the way to defend the Faith is through
education. There is an organic development, certainly with the Jesuits and also with us, of the necessity of our
involvement in education. No longer are vocations coming from the places where we may have expected them
in the past, due to the religious and social conditions of today. We are recognizing the fact that, in order for us
to fulfill the goals of the Society, a priestly society, in other words, to have vocations â€”young men who are
going to become religious â€”then we have to form them ourselves. So at this point in history and in the
history of the Society we need, then, to become very serious about education and properly dealing with our
schools. In his excellent book The Jesuits and Education, Fr. Almost against his will, St. Ignatius and his
followers came to see the power of education. This would not be a cure for heresy but a preventative of it. To
save southern Germany for the Church there was needed a genius like Peter Canisius, and even his heroic
efforts were powerless to remedy all the ravages wrought by heresy and worldly prelates. But once you get
control of the youth, train them in right principles, impart to them at the same time an education the equal or
superior of any in Europe, and the whole world is saved for the Church p. Ignatius realizes that God disposes
for him to get into education, he goes for it, and then you have this great educational system of the Jesuits,
which will develop up until its disastrous crumbling in recent times. Before actually getting into the objective
means and aims of the Jesuit methodology, we first need to briefly become acquainted with the Ratio
Studiorum, the Jesuit manual of education. The Jesuits did not start out to establish secular schools, that is, to
invite the enrollment of students not intending to enter their order as religious. They came to see the necessity
of having such schools, however, as a logical and natural development of their purpose. Their great
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achievement can be measured by recalling the social conditions of the time which were exacerbated by the
destruction, implosion, and corrosion of the university system. Most of the universities of the time were
seedbeds of heresy. A remedy had to found. Ignatius was not about to take his young men â€”you can see how
this is echoed in the Archbishop â€”and send them into these universities to be trained. He realized he had to
do the educating himself. The parallel with Archbishop Lefebvre is remarkable. At the beginning, what did he
do? This was a mirror of the beginning of the Jesuit educational system. The landmark achievement of the
Jesuits was to give order, hierarchy, structure, unity, and methodology to education. This is their great legacy,
and learning from it is something extremely beneficial to us in the field of education. They began founding
colleges. There was a college in Goa; St. Francis Xavier began putting people into that college and trained
Jesuits to begin teaching. Francis Borgia did likewise in Spain. Then in , St. Ignatius decided to found the
Roman College. Once decided, he determined that it would be the very best in the world, a model of all
models. He spared no effort nor expense to make it the greatest of all universities of his day. This was the
mind-set of St. Ignatius of which, depending on our own individual character, we must share. There was a
need for a system of education, for a system of studies; therefore they put themselves to the task. They begin
putting together various documents, some antecedent to the Ratio Studiorum: Pius X did for canon law,
decided to research and combine all these documents into one manual so that anyone given it would know
what the Jesuits meant by "education" â€”the roles of rector, prefect, and teacher; their manner of operation,
etc. Aquaviva was elected in ; in he began his work on the Ratio, but it was not until that the completed Ratio
Studiorum was published. The Jesuits were not "band-aid" guys; they were not out to simply patch things up.
They set their minds to doing things correctly no matter how long it would take. They were convinced they
could not proceed in any other way since this apostolate regarded the education of future generations, of their
own men and teachers, and the proper erection of their schools. By no means did they neglect the "here and
now," but they had a very long-term vision of their education apostolate. When, 15 years after it was begun,
the Ratio Studiorum came out, its use was mandatory. This document was fundamental in giving structure to
the Jesuits and making their educational system, as a system, possibly the greatest in the history of the world.
Its colleges, universities, and high schools spread throughout the world. The Ratio Studioroum is very
Ignatian. It is not a theoretical treatise on education; it is a practical code for establishing and conducting
schools. It sets up the framework, gives statements of the educational aims and definitive arrangements of
classes, schedules, and syllabi, with detailed attention to pedagogical methods and, critically, the formation of
teachers, which Aquaviva put at the top of the list. The heart of any school is its teachers, and that has got to
be at the top of the list. In general, what is important for us is to share in the wisdom of fellow Catholics, even
those of the past. For His reasons, Almighty God has disposed for us to live in these times and, as crazy as
these times may be, we must be sure to benefit from the wealth of Catholic thought and action from the past.
We must not re-invent the wheel. The Ratio and what the Jesuits have done is useful for us. The essence of
their vision is very well summarized by Fr. There is a best way of doing everything and not least in education.
In such a best way some elements are essential at all times, while others are accidental, and vary with time,
place, and circumstance. The ideal system will preserve in its integrity that which is essential, and then will
adapt the general principles with the closest adjustment to the particular environment Loyola and the
Educational System of the Jesuits, p. I think that is very important to keep in mind that while the Jesuits had
the Ratio Studiorum they were not slaves to it. They were lovers of the principles enshrined the Ratio, not
slaves to its letter. In other words, they knew the principles and prudently applied them in the specific
situation. I think we need to keep this in mind when we look at the Jesuits, or any other order for that matter,
because our Society has the great opportunity and ability not to be shackled to a certain spirituality, order, or
way of doing things, when it comes to education. At this point in our history, we are able to learn from the
Jesuits, the Salesians, the Christian Brothers, the Marists, and take what is best from each of them. Certainly,
there will be underlying perennial principles in all of their systems, but also particular means of approach,
methodology, class structure, curriculum, etc. That gives you an idea of the Ratio. Objectives Why did the
Jesuits become involved with education? Why have we done the same? These questions are easily answered
by answering the question underlying both, "Why does any order of the Catholic Church exist? Ignatius write
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in the Institutions: The end of the Society is not only to care for the salvation and perfection of their own souls
with divine grace, but with the same [divine grace] seriously to devote themselves to the salvation and
perfection of their neighbors. For it was especially instituted for the defense and propagation of the Faith, and
the progress of souls in Christian life and doctrine. From this, the Jesuits will come to realize the need to
establish schools. The Jesuit philosophy of education is nothing more than the Catholic philosophy of
education intimately and inextricably linking scholastic philosophy and the dogmatic teachings of the Church,
that is, reason and religion, St. Thomas and the Magisterium. Paramount is the proper understanding of human
nature as created by Almighty God and the ultimate destiny of man. Man is not merely a citizen of this or that
country; he is born to be a citizen of heaven.
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Universities often host prominent guest speakers for student audiences, e. First Lady of the United States
Michelle Obama delivering remarks at Peking University , Beijing , China Higher education, also called
tertiary, third stage, or postsecondary education, is the non-compulsory educational level that follows the
completion of a school such as a high school or secondary school. Tertiary education is normally taken to
include undergraduate and postgraduate education , as well as vocational education and training. Colleges and
universities mainly provide tertiary education. Collectively, these are sometimes known as tertiary institutions.
Individuals who complete tertiary education generally receive certificates , diplomas , or academic degrees.
Higher education typically involves work towards a degree-level or foundation degree qualification. Higher
education is therefore very important to national economies , both as a significant industry in its own right and
as a source of trained and educated personnel for the rest of the economy. University education includes
teaching, research, and social services activities, and it includes both the undergraduate level sometimes
referred to as tertiary education and the graduate or postgraduate level sometimes referred to as graduate
school. Some universities are composed of several colleges. One type of university education is a liberal arts
education, which can be defined as a " college or university curriculum aimed at imparting broad general
knowledge and developing general intellectual capacities, in contrast to a professional, vocational , or
technical curriculum. Vocational education Vocational education is a form of education focused on direct and
practical training for a specific trade or craft. Vocational education may come in the form of an apprenticeship
or internship as well as institutions teaching courses such as carpentry , agriculture , engineering , medicine ,
architecture and the arts. Special education In the past, those who were disabled were often not eligible for
public education. Children with disabilities were repeatedly denied an education by physicians or special
tutors. These early physicians people like Itard , Seguin , Howe , Gallaudet set the foundation for special
education today. They focused on individualized instruction and functional skills. In its early years, special
education was only provided to people with severe disabilities, but more recently it has been opened to anyone
who has experienced difficulty learning. Alternative education While considered "alternative" today, most
alternative systems have existed since ancient times. After the public school system was widely developed
beginning in the 19th century, some parents found reasons to be discontented with the new system. Alternative
education developed in part as a reaction to perceived limitations and failings of traditional education. A broad
range of educational approaches emerged, including alternative schools , self learning , homeschooling , and
unschooling. Charter schools are another example of alternative education, which have in the recent years
grown in numbers in the US and gained greater importance in its public education system. Indigenous
education Indigenous education refers to the inclusion of indigenous knowledge, models, methods, and
content within formal and non-formal educational systems. Often in a post-colonial context, the growing
recognition and use of indigenous education methods can be a response to the erosion and loss of indigenous
knowledge and language through the processes of colonialism. Furthermore, it can enable indigenous
communities to "reclaim and revalue their languages and cultures, and in so doing, improve the educational
success of indigenous students. Informal learning occurs in a variety of places, such as at home , work , and
through daily interactions and shared relationships among members of society. For many learners, this
includes language acquisition , cultural norms , and manners. In informal learning, there is often a reference
person, a peer or expert, to guide the learner. If learners have a personal interest in what they are informally
being taught, learners tend to expand their existing knowledge and conceive new ideas about the topic being
learned. Educators can structure their lessons to directly utilize their students informal learning skills within
the education setting. Jacks , also an early proponent of lifelong learning, described education through
recreation: He hardly knows which is which. He simply pursues his vision of excellence through whatever he
is doing and leaves others to determine whether he is working or playing. To himself, he always seems to be
doing both. Enough for him that he does it well. Notable autodidacts include Abraham Lincoln U. Open
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education and electronic technology Many large university institutions are now starting to offer free or almost
free full courses such as Harvard , MIT and Berkeley teaming up to form edX. Other universities offering
open education are prestigious private universities such as Stanford , Princeton , Duke , Johns Hopkins , the
University of Pennylvania , and Caltech , as well as notable public universities including Tsinghua , Peking ,
Edinburgh , University of Michigan , and University of Virginia. Open education has been called the biggest
change in the way people learn since the printing press. Presently, many of the major open education sources
offer their own form of certificate. Due to the popularity of open education, these new kind of academic
certificates are gaining more respect and equal " academic value " to traditional degrees. It involves a wide
range of people curriculum developers, inspectors, school principals, teachers, school nurses, students, etc.
These institutions can vary according to different contexts. The school environment â€” both physical
infrastructures and psychological school climate â€” is also guided by school policies that should ensure the
well-being of students when they are in school. They must also seek feedback from students for
quality-assurance and improvement. Governments should limit themselves to monitoring student proficiency.
These include parents, local communities, religious leaders, NGOs, stakeholders involved in health, child
protection , justice and law enforcement police , media and political leadership. Before then, a small minority
of boys attended school. By the start of the 21st century, the majority of all children in most regions of the
world attended school. Universal Primary Education is one of the eight international Millennium Development
Goals , towards which progress has been made in the past decade, though barriers still remain. Researchers at
the Overseas Development Institute have indicated that the main obstacles to funding for education include
conflicting donor priorities, an immature aid architecture, and a lack of evidence and advocacy for the issue.
Indigenous governments are reluctant to take on the ongoing costs involved. There is also economic pressure
from some parents, who prefer their children to earn money in the short term rather than work towards the
long-term benefits of education. Internationalization Nearly every country now has Universal Primary
Education. Similarities â€” in systems or even in ideas â€” that schools share internationally have led to an
increase in international student exchanges. The Soros Foundation [49] provides many opportunities for
students from central Asia and eastern Europe. Programs such as the International Baccalaureate have
contributed to the internationalization of education. The global campus online, led by American universities,
allows free access to class materials and lecture files recorded during the actual classes. The Programme for
International Student Assessment and the International Association for the Evaluation of Educational
Achievement objectively monitor and compare the proficiency of students from a wide range of different
nations. Education and technology Technology plays an increasingly significant role in improving access to
education for people living in impoverished areas and developing countries. Charities like One Laptop per
Child are dedicated to providing infrastructures through which the disadvantaged may access educational
materials. The laptops were widely available as of They are sold at cost or given away based on donations.
India is developing technologies that will bypass land-based telephone and Internet infrastructure to deliver
distance learning directly to its students. The report examined the main challenges encountered by
development organizations which support LCPSs. This success is attributed to excess demand. These surveys
found concern for: This concern is widely found in the literature, suggesting the growth in low-cost private
schooling may be exacerbating or perpetuating already existing inequalities in developing countries, between
urban and rural populations, lower- and higher-income families, and between girls and boys. The report
findings suggest that girls may be underrepresented and that LCPS are reaching low-income families in
smaller numbers than higher-income families. Quality and educational outcomes: It is difficult to generalize
about the quality of private schools. While most achieve better results than government counterparts, even
after their social background is taken into account, some studies find the opposite. Quality in terms of levels of
teacher absence, teaching activity, and pupil to teacher ratios in some countries are better in LCPSs than in
government schools. Choice and affordability for the poor: Parents can choose private schools because of
perceptions of better-quality teaching and facilities, and an English language instruction preference.
Cost-effectiveness and financial sustainability: There is evidence that private schools operate at low cost by
keeping teacher salaries low, and their financial situation may be precarious where they are reliant on fees
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from low-income households. The report showed some cases of successful voucher and subsidy programs;
evaluations of international support to the sector are not widespread. Emerging approaches stress the
importance of understanding the political economy of the market for LCPS, specifically how relationships of
power and accountability between users, government, and private providers can produce better education
outcomes for the poor. Educational theory A class size experiment in the United States found that attending
small classes for 3 or more years in the early grades increased high school graduation rates of students from
low income families.
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