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1: 'The Library Book' is a delightful love letter to public libraries - www.enganchecubano.com
Oct 16, Â· Just as the name implies, Susan Orlean's "The Library Book" (Simon & Schuster, pp., â˜…â˜…â˜…Â½)
celebrates the love of books and the wonder of public libraries. But, as it turns out, it is so.

I was born into a family that was short on money but long on seeking knowledge. We had books and it was
expected they would be read. By the time I entered kindergarten, I was an accomplished reader. Libraries were
a place to get books and, for me, that justified their existence. It seemed to me that children were barely
tolerated- seen and not heard. There were no aunts or uncles or friends or Ellen or Modern Family. There was
just me, my secret girlfriend, and our feelings. For every person who loves libraries, there is a story about what
the library means to them. We want to collect and share those stories. Is the library important to you? Do you
have a story to tell? Manny is survived by his beloved wife Margot; two daughters and a son. They, of course,
have all accoutrements of a library, books, CDs, DVDs, computers, magazines, special programs and more.
However, they also go well out of their way to help the community each and every day. As a librarian I work
hard to help students connect to stories, literature, and poetry. What a better way than to help them see how
easy it can be to come up with a good poem in honor of Poetry Month and library week! Being an alternative
campus with students who have another chance at graduating, I found it very difficult to get them to want to
read, to connect with a book, or simply want to pick up a book. We had the basics, but not much more. My
mom always saw to it that her abundance of love made up for what was lacking. Somehow she always
managed to have us dressed in something new for the holidays. I still remember my room, shared with my
sisters, of course. At night I would lie in bed and stare up at the the peeling paint above my head. From the
uneven cracks I would form people and objects in my mind, the way many kids do with the clouds in the sky. I
grew up in Fishtown and I loved going into that library because it smelled like books. When my mom got me
my first library card and said here you can borrow four books. It was like she gave me the key to a castle.
Growing up you could always find me in a library. After lunch in high school I would go to the library. Either
to do homework or just sit and read. What a wonderful story! I have a special place in my heart for libraries
and librarians. JPG "What could be better than meeting up at your local library for storytime with other moms
who are looking for something fun, organized and free? What could be better than meeting up at your local
library for storytime with other moms who are looking for something fun, organized and free?
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Libraries were a place to get books and, for me, that justified their existence. I don't remember there ever being
"children's programs". It seemed to me that children were barely tolerated- seen and not heard.

Though the order and content of the books are random and apparently completely meaningless, the inhabitants
believe that the books contain every possible ordering of just 25 basic characters 22 letters, the period, the
comma, and space. Though the vast majority of the books in this universe are pure gibberish, the library also
must contain, somewhere, every coherent book ever written, or that might ever be written, and every possible
permutation or slightly erroneous version of every one of those books. The narrator notes that the library must
contain all useful information, including predictions of the future, biographies of any person, and translations
of every book in all languages. Conversely, for many of the texts, some language could be devised that would
make it readable with any of a vast number of different contents. Despiteâ€”indeed, because ofâ€”this glut of
information, all books are totally useless to the reader, leaving the librarians in a state of suicidal despair. This
leads some librarians to superstitious and cult -like behaviors, such as the "Purifiers", who arbitrarily destroy
books they deem nonsense as they scour through the library seeking the "Crimson Hexagon" and its
illustrated, magical books. Certain examples that Aristotle attributes to Democritus and Leucippus clearly
prefigure it, but its belated inventor is Gustav Theodor Fechner , and its first exponent, Kurd Lasswitz. T]he
elements of his game are the universal orthographic symbols, not the words of a language [ The totality of
such variations would form a Total Library of astronomical size. Lasswitz urges mankind to construct that
inhuman library, which chance would organize and which would eliminate intelligence. There is no reference
to monkeys or typewriters in "The Library of Babel", although Borges had mentioned that analogy in "The
Total Library": The concept of the library is also overtly analogous to the view of the universe as a sphere
having its center everywhere and its circumference nowhere. Philosophical implications[ edit ] There are
numerous philosophical implications within the idea of the finite library which exhausts all possibilities. Every
book in the library is "intelligible" if one decodes it correctly, simply because it can be decoded from any
other book in the library using a third book as a one-time pad. This lends itself to the philosophical idea
proposed by Immanuel Kant , that our mind helps to structure our experience of reality; thus the rules of
reality as we know it are intrinsic to the mind. One might speculate that these rules are contained in the
crimson hexagon room which is the key to decoding the others. The library becomes a temptation, even an
obsession, because it contains these gems of enlightenment while also burying them in deception. Anything
one might write would of course already exist. One can see any text as being pulled from the library by the act
of the author defining the search letter by letter until they reach a text close enough to the one they intended to
write. Quine noted the interesting fact that the Library of Babel is finite that is, we will theoretically come to a
point in history where everything has been written , and that the Library of Babel can be constructed in its
entirety simply by writing a dot on one piece of paper and a dash on another. These two sheets of paper could
then be alternated at random to produce every possible text, in Morse code or equivalently binary. Writes
Quine, "The ultimate absurdity is now staring us in the face: Persistent repetition and alternation of the two are
sufficient, we well know, for spelling out any and every truth. The miracle of the finite but universal library is
a mere inflation of the miracle of binary notation: The same would be true of protein sequences if it were not
for natural selection, which has picked out only protein sequences that make sense. Additionally, each protein
sequence is surrounded by a set of neighbors point mutants that are likely to have at least some function.
Dennett uses this concept again later in the book to imagine all possible algorithms that can be included in his
Toshiba computer, which he calls the Library of Toshiba. This aids the librarians in searching for specific text
while also highlighting the futility of such searches as they can find anything, but nothing of meaning as such.
This theory, therefore, implies the reality of all universes. Michael Ende reused the idea of a universe of
hexagonal rooms in the Temple of a Thousand Doors from The Neverending Story , which contained all the
possible characteristics of doors in the fantastic realm. A later chapter features the infinite monkey theorem.
Terry Pratchett uses the concept of the infinite library in his Discworld novels. The knowledgeable librarian is
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a human wizard transformed into an orangutan. Bloch analyzes the hypothetical library presented by Borges
using the ideas of topology, information theory, and geometry. Bear has stated that this was inspired by
Borges, who is also namechecked in the novel. Fone, a short comic novel drawn by Milo Manara , features a
human astronaut and his alien partner stranded on a planet named Borges Profeta. The planet is overflowed by
books containing all the possible permutations of letters. The third season of Carmilla, a Canadian
single-frame web series based on the novella by J. Sheridan Le Fanu , is set in a mystical library described as
"non-Euclidean" and omnipotent. It contains a door that, depending on the knocking pattern on its panels, can
be opened into any universe. It also creates a temporary parallel universe and is able to shift a character
between the parallel and the original. As the parallel universe collapses, darkness falls, and a character
perishes in the void after uttering the words, "O time thy pyramids," which are contained on the second-to-last
page of a book in the Library of Babel. Though the order and content of the books and rooms are random and
apparently completely meaningless, Cooper can, by manipulating the books, affect change in the "real" world
and is, as such, analogous to the "Man of the Book", the messianic figure in The Library of Babel. Unlike the
Man of the Book, however, Cooper is something more than just a metaphor and has a transformative role in
his Universe , becoming a catalyst and an agent of change. Each book is marked by a coordinate,
corresponding to its place on the hexagonal library hexagon name, wall number, shelf number, and book name
so that every book can be found at the same place every time. The website is said to contain "all possible
pages of characters, about books".
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These stories celebrate libraries, librarians, and everyone who loves to visit the library! These books will remind you of
the many reasons why our libraries are special places.

The partly mythic destruction by fire of the Library of Alexandria â€” the greatest in the ancient world â€”
was often said to mark the beginning of the so-called Dark Ages. Scrolls and codices that contained the
memory of an entire civilization turned to ash, among them many works by the major Greek dramatists. The
story of the Alexandrian fire still speaks loudly to the power of written words and their effect on the fate of
humanity. Fast-forward nearly two millennia to April 29, , the date of the destruction by fire of the Los
Angeles Public Library henceforth LAPL main branch in the heart of downtown. The fire, the cause of which
is still inconclusive, destroyed half a million books and damaged another , more. In its essence, however, the
book is a treatise on the value of our public libraries, the most democratic spaces in our country. It is a call to
protect these sacred places of collective memory. Out of many lauded books Orlean has written among them
Rin Tin Tin and now-classic The Orchid Thief , this book is her most personal yet. She confesses early on that
she had retired from writing books, but one day, when taking her six-year-old son to the LAPL, the memory of
her own trip to the Shaker Heights Public library in Ohio with her mother during her childhood flooded back
in. Orlean is certain that if her mother could have chosen one career, that it would have been a librarian. Then,
she learned of the fire, and a certain creative spark ignited. They are neither chronologically nor thematically
linear. Some chapters read dramatically e. Each chapter begins with Dewey Decimal System descriptions of
four materials that can be found in LAPL, previewing the content of that chapter. This ingenious format, while
allowing the readers to easily stroll along the multifaceted narrative paths circling the main subject that is
LAPL, evokes the nature of the library, the disorder in the guise of order. Many interspersed chapters are
devoted to the only suspect of the arson at the time: Always dreaming of Hollywood stardom, he was lean,
handsome, and gay, with a bonfire of blonde hair that people always noticed first when they encountered him.
The focus on Harry Peak serves as momentum to the overall narrative. Yet the thread more intriguing than that
of Harry Peak is the beginning of the LAPL main branch and its journey to its present state. This historical
account portrays the library as if it were a living entity â€” covering its conception, its growth and maturity as
a keeper of memory encompassing those of immigrants, cross-country settlers, politicians, and the homeless.
Its head librarians included women at a time when few were allowed to head a public institution. Orlean
shadowed librarians at LAPL with an unedited, camera-eye view of events inside the library, and learns that it
also harbors a great collection of music scores, maps, and even menus. It was another usual day of library
hustle and bustle on April 29, The materiality of a typical book â€” paper, cardboard, and glue â€” is prone to
quick conflagration. Many readers will be surprised to learn the existence of the word libricide. Luckily for
LAPL, the library fire only reaffirmed the indubitable value of books and the library. Citizens from every
social rung volunteered to save the books that were still salvageable. They carried damaged books to food
storage to freeze them and this was followed by the biggest thawing event in US history ; charity events were
held, sometimes with the help of a pompous pastor and celebrities, raising millions of dollars to replace the
burned books. Hope is intertwined with the idea of a library. The stories in the world are recorded in the hope
that someone else will read them sometime in the indefinite future, in the hope that memory can persist a little
longer, a memory that renders comfort. Here is my story, please listen; here I am, please tell me your story.
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4: Fire, Books, and Memories: On Susan Orleanâ€™s â€œThe Library Bookâ€• - Los Angeles Review of B
Picture Books about the Library! Everybody loves the library! These picture books celebrate the library as a fun place to
be! The Librarian of Basra: A True Story.

Tablet from the Library of Ashurbanipal containing part of the Epic of Gilgamesh The first libraries consisted
of archives of the earliest form of writing â€”the clay tablets in cuneiform script discovered in temple rooms in
Sumer , [3] [4] some dating back to BC. There is also evidence of libraries at Nippur about BC and those at
Nineveh about BC showing a library classification system. The tablets were stored in a variety of containers
such as wooden boxes, woven baskets of reeds, or clay shelves. The colophons stated the series name, the title
of the tablet, and any extra information the scribe needed to indicate. Eventually, the clay tablets were
organized by subject and size. Unfortunately, due to limited to bookshelf space, once more tablets were added
to the library, older ones were removed, which is why some tablets are missing from the excavated cities in
Mesopotamia. This Great library was more than a place to hold books and records, it became a place of
culture. The Alexandrian book collections steadily diminished as a result of natural causes, war, and wholesale
theft by corrupt administrators. The library was built to store 12, scrolls and to serve as a monumental tomb
for Celsus. Private or personal libraries made up of written books as opposed to the state or institutional
records kept in archives appeared in classical Greece in the 5th century BC. The celebrated book collectors of
Hellenistic Antiquity were listed in the late 2nd century in Deipnosophistae. All these libraries were Greek.
The cultivated Hellenized diners in Deipnosophistae pass over the libraries of Rome in silence. By the time of
Augustus, there were public libraries near the forums of Rome. The state archives were kept in a structure on
the slope between the Roman Forum and the Capitoline Hill. Private libraries appeared during the late
republic: Seneca inveighed against libraries fitted out for show by illiterate owners who scarcely read their
titles in the course of a lifetime, but displayed the scrolls in bookcases armaria of citrus wood inlaid with ivory
that ran right to the ceiling: Remains of the Library of Celsus at Ephesus In the West, the first public libraries
were established under the Roman Empire as each succeeding emperor strove to open one or many which
outshone that of his predecessor. Pollio was a lieutenant of Julius Caesar and one of his most ardent
supporters. After his military victory in Illyria, Pollio felt he had enough fame and fortune to create what
Julius Caesar had sought for a long time: It was the first to employ an architectural design that separated
works into Greek and Latin. All subsequent Roman public libraries will have this design. During this
construction, Augustus created two more public libraries. The first was the library of the Temple of Apollo on
the Palatine, often called the Palatine library , and the second was the library of the Porticus of Octaviae. The
Bibliotheca Pacis was built along the traditional model and had two large halls with rooms for Greek and Latin
libraries containing the works of Galen and Lucius Aelius. Reading or copying was normally done in the room
itself. The surviving records give only a few instances of lending features. Most of the large Roman baths
were also cultural centres, built from the start with a library, a two-room arrangement with one room for Greek
and one for Latin texts. Libraries were filled with parchment scrolls as at Library of Pergamum and on papyrus
scrolls as at Alexandria: There were a few institutional or royal libraries which were open to an educated
public such as the Serapeum collection of the Library of Alexandria , once the largest library in the ancient
world , [16] but on the whole collections were private. In those rare cases where it was possible for a scholar
to consult library books, there seems to have been no direct access to the stacks. In all recorded cases, the
books were kept in a relatively small room where the staff went to get them for the readers, who had to consult
them in an adjoining hall or covered walkway. Most of the works in catalogs were of a religious nature, such
as volumes of the Bible or religious service books. In the early Middle Ages, Aristotle was more popular.
Additionally, there was quite a bit of censoring within libraries of the time; many works that were "scientific
and metaphysical" were not included in the majority of libraries during that time period. Cicero was also an
especially popular author along with the histories of Sallust. One of the most popular was Ovid, mentioned by
approximately twenty French catalogues and nearly thirty German ones. Han Chinese scholar Liu Xiang
established the first library classification system during the Han dynasty , [29] and the first book notation
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system. At this time, the library catalogue was written on scrolls of fine silk and stored in silk bags.
Malatestiana Library of Cesena , the first European civic library [30] During the Late Antiquity and Middle
Ages periods, there was no Rome of the kind that ruled the Mediterranean for centuries and spawned the
culture that produced twenty-eight public libraries in the urbs Roma. Christianity was a new force in Europe
and many of the faithful saw Hellenistic culture as pagan. As such, many classical Greek works, written on
scrolls, were left to decay as only Christian texts were thought fit for preservation in a codex, the progenitor of
the modern book. Thus a seventeenth-century edition of the Ignatian epistles, in Mar Saba, had copied onto its
last pages, probably in the early eighteenth century, a passage allegedly from the letters of Clement of
Alexandria". In Byzantium, much of this work devoted to preserving Hellenistic thought in codex form was
performed in scriptoriums by monks. These libraries were devoted solely to the education of the monks and
were seen as essential to their spiritual development. As a result, many of these Greek works were copied, and
thus saved, in monastic scriptoriums. As a result, Byzantium revived Classical models of education and
libraries. Constantine himself wanted such a library but his short rule denied him the ability to see his vision to
fruition. His son Constantius II made this dream a reality and created an imperial library in a portico of the
royal palace. Themistius set about a bold program to create an imperial public library that would be the
centerpiece of the new intellectual capital of Constantinople. Themeistius hired calligraphers and craftsman to
produce the actual codices. He also appointed educators and created a university-like school centered around
the library. Despite this, he had a profound impact on the imperial library and sought both Christian and pagan
books for its collections. The Library of the Patriarchate of Constantinople was founded most likely during the
reign of Constantine the Great in the 4th century. While much is not known about the actual library itself, it is
known that many of its contents were subject to destruction as religious in-fighting ultimately resulted in book
burnings. Many of these were owned by church members and the aristocracy. Cassiodorus , minister to
Theodoric, established a monastery at Vivarium in the toe of Italy modern Calabria with a library where he
attempted to bring Greek learning to Latin readers and preserve texts both sacred and secular for future
generations. As its unofficial librarian, Cassiodorus not only collected as many manuscripts as he could, he
also wrote treatises aimed at instructing his monks in the proper uses of reading and methods for copying texts
accurately. In the end, however, the library at Vivarium was dispersed and lost within a century. Early paper
was called bagdatikos, meaning "from Baghdad", because it was introduced to the west mainly by this city.
They were each endowed by Islamic sects with the purpose of representing their tenets as well as promoting
the dissemination of secular knowledge. In Shiraz , Adhud al-Daula d. The buildings were topped with domes,
and comprised an upper and a lower story with a total, according to the chief official, of rooms In each
department , catalogues were placed on a shelf Organization was a strength of Islamic Libraries during the
Golden Age 7thâ€”14th century. In this period, books were organized by subject. Within the subject, the
materials were further organized by when the libraries gained the item, not by last name of the author or the
title of the book. Also, Islamic libraries may be the first to have implemented a catalogue of owned materials.
The content of a bookshelf was recorded on paper and attached to the end of shelf. Arab-Islamic people also
were very favorable of public knowledge. Public libraries were very popular along with mosque, private, and
academic libraries. Instead of being available to the elite of society, such as caliphs and princes, information
was something that was offered to everyone. Some of the libraries were said to let patrons check out up to
items. These buildings were also made for comfort of the readers and information seekers. It was said that the
rooms had carpets for sitting and reading comfortably. Also, openings such as doors and windows were
secured closed as to protect patrons against cold drafts. Others were victim of wars and religious strife in the
Islamic world. However, a few examples of these medieval libraries, such as the libraries of Chinguetti in
West Africa , remain intact and relatively unchanged. Another ancient library from this period which is still
operational and expanding is the Central Library of Astan Quds Razavi in the Iranian city of Mashhad , which
has been operating for more than six centuries. From there they eventually made their way into other parts of
Christian Europe. These copies joined works that had been preserved directly by Christian monks from Greek
and Roman originals, as well as copies Western Christian monks made of Byzantine works. The resulting
conglomerate libraries are the basis of every modern library today. Buddhist scriptures , educational materials,
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and histories were stored in libraries in pre-modern Southeast Asia. In Burma , a royal library called the
Pitakataik was legendarily founded by King Anawrahta ; [61] in the 18th century, British envoy Michael
Symes , on visiting this library, wrote that "it is not improbable that his Birman majesty may possess a more
numerous library than any potentate, from the banks of the Danube to the borders of China". In Thailand,
libraries called ho trai were built throughout the country, usually on stilts above a pond to prevent bugs from
eating at the books. Like the Christian libraries, they mostly contained books which were made of paper , and
took a codex or modern form instead of scrolls; they could be found in mosques, private homes, and
universities, from Timbuktu to Afghanistan and modern day Pakistan. Modern Islamic libraries for the most
part do not hold these antique books; many were lost, destroyed by Mongols , [65] or removed to European
libraries and museums during the colonial period. Lending was a means by which books could be copied and
spread. In , the council of Paris condemned those monasteries that still forbade loaning books, reminding them
that lending is "one of the chief works of mercy". Shelves built above and between back-to-back lecterns were
the beginning of bookpresses. The chain was attached at the fore-edge of a book rather than to its spine. Book
presses came to be arranged in carrels perpendicular to the walls and therefore to the windows in order to
maximize lighting, with low bookcases in front of the windows. This "stall system" i. In European libraries,
bookcases were arranged parallel to and against the walls. Also, in Eastern Christianity monastery libraries
kept important manuscripts. Reading room of the Laurentian Library From the 15th century in central and
northern Italy, libraries of humanists and their enlightened patrons provided a nucleus around which an "
academy " of scholars congregated in each Italian city of consequence. Malatesta Novello , lord of Cesena ,
founded the Malatestiana Library. The 16th and 17th centuries saw other privately endowed libraries
assembled in Rome: However, they keep many valuable manuscripts of Greek, Latin, and Biblical works.
5: The Library of Babel - Wikipedia
'Gestures of sharing and love' the mini libraries giving books to the community In an era of funding cuts to public
services, the Little Free Library scheme in Leeds is making reading.

6: 15 of our favorite books about libraries and librarians - | BookPage
Oct 13, Â· The Library Book tells the story of the fire that damaged or destroyed more than one million books in Los
Angeles' Central Library. "The fire burned for seven hours," Orlean says. "It reached.

7: Bodleian Libraries' 'obscene' books go on display - BBC News
This library story is an expanded version of the intro to my biweekly newsletter, which features a letter from me to you
along with ideas worth sharing and a healthy dose of fun.

8: Online Library - Read Free Books & Download eBooks
Susan Orlean's The Library Book is ostensibly an investigative report on this catastrophic event and its cultural context.
In its essence, however, the book is a treatise on the value of our.

9: Libraries | Books | The Guardian
Sep 27, Â· 'The Library Book' is a delightful love letter to public libraries New Yorker journalist Susan Orlean continues
her usual practice of captivating readers by investigating her own obsessions.
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