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The Supreme Court first adopted the Rules of Appellate Procedure by order dated December 4, , transmitted to
Congress on January 15, , and effective July 1, The Appellate Rules and accompanying forms were last
amended in For many years, such proceedings were governed by the General Orders and Forms in
Bankruptcy promulgated by the Supreme Court. By order dated April 24, , effective October 1, , the Supreme
Court prescribed, pursuant to 28 U. Over the years, the Bankruptcy Rules and Official Forms have been
amended many times, most recently in Their purpose is "to secure the just, speedy, and inexpensive
determination of every action and proceeding. The rules were first adopted by order of the Supreme Court on
December 20, , transmitted to Congress on January 3, , and effective September 16, The Civil Rules were last
amended in Dec 16, govern criminal proceedings and prosecutions in the U. Their purpose is to "provide for
the just determination of every criminal proceeding, to secure simplicity in procedure and fairness in
administration, and to eliminate unjustifiable expense and delay. The original rules were adopted by order of
the Supreme Court on December 26, , transmitted to Congress on January 3, , and effective March 21, The
rules have since been amended numerous times, most recently in As enacted, the Evidence Rules included
amendments by Congress to the rules originally proposed by the Supreme Court. The most recent amendments
to the Federal Rules of Evidence were adopted in Such motions must be filed in the sentencing court by a
person in custody attacking the sentence imposed on the ground that the sentence was imposed in violation of
the Constitution or laws of the United States, that the court was without jurisdiction to impose such sentence,
or that the sentence was in excess of the maximum authorized by law, or is otherwise subject to collateral
attack. The Supreme Court submitted proposed rules and forms governing proceedings under Section and
Section to Congress on April 26, , but Congress exercised its power under the Rules Enabling Act to suspend
their implementation. The Rules Governing Section and Section Proceedings, as amended by Congress,
became federal law on September 28, , and made applicable to petitions filed under Section and motions filed
under section on or after February 1, The rules were last amended in They govern all proceedings in the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court and were last amended in Local Court Rules United States district
courts and courts of appeals often prescribe local rules governing practice and procedure. Such rules must be
consistent with both Acts of Congress and the Federal Rules of Practice and Procedure, and may only be
prescribed after notice and an opportunity for public comment. Section of the E-Government Act of , Pub.
Visit the Court Locator for a listing of all federal court websites.
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Download PDF version of guide for print I. Introduction Court rules govern procedures for the conduct of
business in the courts. They often concern such matters as time limitations, pleadings allowed, and grounds for
appeal. Each jurisdiction has its own procedure for how court rules are promulgated, which is generally some
combination of legislative and judicial action. In general, both federal and state courts are governed by
statutory law that establishes the powers and jurisdiction of the courts and some procedural matters. In
addition, courts are usually authorized by these statutes to adopt rules that further define procedures and
processes of the courts. In many jurisdictions the courts issue proposed rules that become effective subject to
timely repeal by the legislature. Rules that are validly adopted have the same legal effect as statutory law. The
terminology of court rules is often inconsistent and confusing. Court rules may be called "rules of procedure"
or "rules of court. There are rules that apply generally to all types of courts, specific rules for each type of
court, and local rules or internal operating procedures for a particular court location. The terminology is not
usually important, but you do need to be aware of the various layers that may apply to the court you are
researching. Federal Court Rules In the federal system, the Supreme Court of the United States promulgates
court rules for itself and the lower federal courts under the authority of 28 U. As a matter of practice, rules are
drafted by committees of the Judicial Conference of the United States, approved by the Judicial Conference
and then submitted to the Supreme Court for adoption. Rules must be submitted to Congress by May 1 in
order to become effective on December 1; however, Congress need not take action for the rules to become
effective. Courts of appeals and the federal district courts have been empowered by 28 U. General Sources
There are several general sources that contain the text of most of the federal rules described below. U57 The
above are listings for the most current year of these annual handbook titles. Prior editions can be found in the
library stacks Level 2 at the same call numbers. The text and annotations for most of the rules are available
online through the legal research services Lexis Advance , Westlaw , and Bloomberg Law. Rules of General
Application F. Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure F. In the print U. Supreme Court Digest, L. These sources
contain historical notes, Advisory Committee comments and annotations to the federal civil and criminal rules.
Rules for the U. Supreme Court The rules of the U. Supreme Court can be found in many places, including the
general sources noted above in Section A. The rules are published in Title 28, Appendix of the official U. The
annotated rules are in Title 28 of U. Local Court Rules for Federal Courts Individual lower federal courts issue
their own rules governing local practice. These rules generally concern the operation of the court and often
supplement the rules of general application. Some courts of appeal also have internal operating procedures that
supplement their local court rules. Court rule handbooks published for individual states will include the local
rules of the federal district courts in that state, as well as the circuit court of appeals for that jurisdiction.
Annual handbooks are published for selected states. These are located with the state codes Level 3. Court rules
are also frequently published on the websites of the individual court or court systems. The Administrative
Office of the U. Courts maintains a federal court locator site with links to the websites of individual courts.
Rules for Courts of Limited Jurisdiction and Special Proceedings Congress has established several federal
courts with limited jurisdiction in specific subject areas, such as the Tax Court, the Court of Federal Claims,
and the Court of International Trade. Their rules of court are published in the U. The court rules volumes of U.
Rules for courts of limited jurisdictions are also frequently published on the website of the individual court.
Use the Court Locator to locate the site for a particular court. Rules of procedure for the trial of misdemeanors
before U. Administrative Rules of Procedure, a five-volume unit of U. Commercially published looseleaf or
electronic services see Bluebook Table 15 for a representative list are another source for agency rules and
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regulations. Both substantive regulations and rules of practice and procedure are usually included. Agency
websites frequently contain relevant rules. To locate an agency website, visit the USA. Government
Departments and Agencies. Researching Federal Rules 1. Locating Decisions Construing Court Rules The text
of court decisions construing rules of procedure are usually printed in the same reports that cover court
decisions generally, and can be found using traditional case-finding research methods online and in print. Two
additional sources for decisions construing federal court rules are: Federal Rules Decisions F. Decisions
printed are only those not already printed in the Federal Reporter or the Federal Supplement. Articles about
the courts and federal procedure are also included. Federal Rules Service KF A, updated through February
This looseleaf service focuses entirely on decisions construing rules of civil procedure. It includes three useful
sections: Indexing is from the beginning of the service in Since , cases construing rules of appellate procedure
are also included; 2 Federal Rules Digest contains digests of the decisions in an arrangement based on the
official rule numbers, and editorial comments; 3 the Finding Aids volume includes the text of the rules, a
subject index, and a table of cases. Citations to decisions can also be found: Updating Court Rules Court rule
citations are treated as statutes in the legal research citator services, allowing researchers to locate citing
decisions as well as information about amendments and repeals to individual rules. Updating court rules is
more challenging outside the premium legal research services. Finding Discussion of the Federal Rules
Several multi-volume sets discuss the practice and procedure of federal courts. They usually contain the text of
the rules followed by analysis and citations to court decisions. Often they are cross-referenced to companion
sets of form books. Two well-respected treatises are: These multi-volume sets include textual commentary on
the rules and on practice under the rules, numerous case and law review citations, forms, as well as detailed
indexing and other finding aids. Both sets are arranged basically in rule number order. Even though these
commentaries are secondary sources, they are widely cited in cases, in addition to serving as research tools.
Other useful sets for commentary on federal practice are: For a guide to the jurisdictional and procedural
operations of the Supreme Court use the one-volume treatise by Gressman, Supreme Court Practice, 10th ed.
It includes checklists, sample forms, and pertinent rules and statutes. For discussion of the Federal Rules of
Evidence, try the general federal practice sources above. Commentary on Rules of Evidence for the United
States Courts no longer updated in print in the library but current online in Lexis Advance is an electronic
service including commentary on each rule. Other major treatises on the law of evidence are The New
Wigmore: F42 reporter volumes contain decisions of federal courts and agencies interpreting the rules, up to
volume 95 State Court Rules Each state has court rules governing the operation of its courts. Since , many
states have adopted rules of procedure modeled after the federal rules, and many states have patterned their
rules of evidence after the federal rules since those were adopted. Annotations from state and federal courts,
state variations from the official text, and other library references are also included. Locating State Court
Rules More than half of the states publish rules in their statutory compilations. West publishes separate
paperback volumes of court rules for many states, including North Carolina. These West handbook editions
generally include the current rules of court governing state and federal practice in the state; rules governing the
practice of law; and rules concerning judicial conduct. Rules of evidence may also be included. State court
rules can be found following the code for that state State Codes, Level 3. Adoption of changes and updates to
state rules can often also be found in the state and West regional reporters. The court rules for all 50 states are
also available online through the legal research services Westlaw , Lexis Advance , and Bloomberg Law. In
addition, the North Carolina Administrative Offices of the Court provides access to the rules of appellate
procedure, state bar rules, and general rules of practice for superior and district courts. More than half the
states have adopted evidence rules based on the Federal Rules of Evidence. Finding Discussion of State Rules
Treatises on state civil and criminal procedure and rules of evidence are available for many states. Treatises
usually include commentary and case citations and may include comparisons of state and federal rules. In
North Carolina, several of the most useful treatises are: Historical Court Rules For researching historical
amendments to the federal rules, the U. Courts website provides an archive of rules committee reports and
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meeting minutes. Two resources on federal rules, discussed above in their present iterationsâ€”the Cyclopedia
of Federal Procedure: Civil and Criminal current edition online in Westlaw ; historical versions at KF
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Currently, there are nine Justices on the Court. Before taking office, each Justice must be appointed by the
President and confirmed by the Senate. Justices hold office during good behavior, typically, for life. The
Constitution states that the Supreme Court has both original and appellate jurisdiction. Original jurisdiction
means that the Supreme Court is the first, and only, Court to hear a case. The Constitution limits original
jurisdiction cases to those involving disputes between the states or disputes arising among ambassadors and
other high-ranking ministers. Appellate jurisdiction means that the Court has the authority to review the
decisions of lower courts. Most of the cases the Supreme Court hears are appeals from lower courts. Writs of
Certiorari Parties who are not satisfied with the decision of a lower court must petition the U. Supreme Court
to hear their case. The primary means to petition the court for review is to ask it to grant a writ of certiorari.
This is a request that the Supreme Court order a lower court to send up the record of the case for review. In
fact, the Court accepts of the more than 7, cases that it is asked to review each year. Typically, the Court hears
cases that have been decided in either an appropriate U. Court of Appeals or the highest Court in a given state
if the state court decided a Constitutional issue. The Supreme Court has its own set of rules. According to
these rules, four of the nine Justices must vote to accept a case. Five of the nine Justices must vote in order to
grant a stay, e. Under certain instances, one Justice may grant a stay pending review by the entire Court. Law
Clerks Each Justice is permitted to have between three and four law clerks per Court term. These are
individuals who, fairly recently, graduated from law school, typically, at the top of their class from the best
schools. Often, they have served a year or more as a law clerk for a federal judge. Among other things, they do
legal research that assists Justices in deciding what cases to accept; help to prepare questions that the Justice
may ask during oral arguments; and assist with the drafting of opinions. The participating Justices divide their
petitions among their law clerks. The law clerks, in turn, read the petitions assigned to them, write a brief
memorandum about the case, and make a recommendation as to whether the case should be accepted or not.
Briefs If the Justices decide to accept a case grant a petition for certiorari , the case is placed on the docket.
This brief is also not to exceed 50 pages. If not directly involved in the case, the U. Government, represented
by the Solicitor General, can file a brief on behalf of the government. With the permission of the Court, groups
that do not have a direct stake in the outcome of the case, but are nevertheless interested in it, may file what is
known as an amicus curiae Latin for "friend of the court" brief providing their own arguments and
recommendations for how the case should be decided. Oral Arguments By law, the U. The Court hears oral
arguments in cases from October through April. From October through December, arguments are heard during
the first two weeks of each month. From January through April, arguments are heard on the last two weeks of
each month. During each two-week session, oral arguments are heard on Mondays, Tuesdays, and
Wednesdays only unless the Court directs otherwise. Oral arguments are open to the public. Typically, two
cases are heard each day, beginning at 10 a. Each case is allotted an hour for arguments. During this time,
lawyers for each party have a half hour to make their best legal case to the Justices. The Justices tend to view
oral arguments not as a forum for the lawyers to rehash the merits of the case as found in their briefs, but for
answering any questions that the Justices may have developed while reading their briefs. The Solicitor General
usually argues cases in which the U. Government is a party. During oral arguments, each side has
approximately 30 minutes to present its case, however, attorneys are not required to use the entire time. The
petitioner argues first, then the respondent. If the petitioner reserves time for rebuttal, the petitioner speaks
last. After the Court is seated, the Chief Justice acknowledges counsel for the petitioner, who already is
standing at the podium. The attorney then begins: Chief Justice, and may it please the Court. Modifications of
Procedure Justices, typically, ask questions throughout each presentation. The petitioner â€” not the Court â€”
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is responsible for keeping track of the time remaining for rebuttal. In typical program simulations, more than
one student attorney argues each side. In that instance, they should inform the student Marshal before the court
session begins how they wish to divide their time. Usually, the first student attorney to speak also handles the
rebuttal. Conference When oral arguments are concluded, the Justices have to decide the case. Two
Conferences are held per week when Court is in session, on Wednesday and Friday afternoons. The Justices
vote on cases heard on Mondays and Tuesdays of a given week at their Wednesday afternoon Conference. The
Justices vote on cases heard on Wednesday at their Friday afternoon Conference. When Court is not in
session, usually only a Friday Conference is held. Before going into the Conference, the Justices frequently
discuss the relevant cases with their law clerks, seeking to get different perspectives on the case. At the end of
these sessions, sometimes the Justices have a fairly good idea of how they will vote in the case; other times,
they are still uncommitted. According to Supreme Court protocol, only the Justices are allowed in the
Conference room at this timeâ€”no police, law clerks, secretaries, etc. The Chief Justice calls the session to
order and, as a sign of the collegial nature of the institution, all the Justices shake hands. After the petitions for
certiorari are dealt with, the Justices begin to discuss the cases that were heard since their last Conference.
According to Supreme Court protocol, all Justices have an opportunity to state their views on the case and
raise any questions or concerns they may have. Each Justice speaks without interruptions from the others. The
Chief Justice makes the first statement, then each Justice speaks in descending order of seniority, ending with
the most junior justiceâ€”the one who has served on the court for the fewest years. When each Justice is
finished speaking, the Chief Justice casts the first vote, and then each Justice in descending order of seniority
does likewise until the most junior justice casts the last vote. After the votes have been tallied, the Chief
Justice, or the most senior Justice in the majority if the Chief Justice is in the dissent, assigns a Justice in the
majority to write the opinion of the Court. The most senior justice in the dissent can assign a dissenting Justice
to write the dissenting opinion. Any Justice may write a separate dissenting opinion. When there is a tie vote,
the decision of the lower Court stands. This can happen if, for some reason, any of the nine Justices is not
participating in a case e. With the exception of this deadline, there are no rules concerning when decisions
must be released. Typically, decisions that are unanimous are released sooner than those that have concurring
and dissenting opinions. While some unanimous decisions are handed down as early as December, some
controversial opinions, even if heard in October, may not be handed down until the last day of the term.
Justices do this by "signing onto" the opinion. The Justice in charge of writing the opinion must be careful to
take into consideration the comments and concerns of the others who voted in the majority. If this does not
happen, there may not be enough Justices to maintain the majority. On rare occasions in close cases, a
dissenting opinion later becomes the majority opinion because one or more Justices switch their votes after
reading the drafts of the majority and dissenting opinions. No opinion is considered the official opinion of the
Court until it is delivered in open Court or at least made available to the public. On days when the Court is
hearing oral arguments, decisions may be handed down before the arguments are heard. During the months of
May and June, the Court meets at 10 a. During the last week of the term, additional days may be designated as
"opinion days.
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Each term consists of alternating periods of approximately two weeks known as "sittings" and "recesses. This
authority permits the Court to reviewâ€”and affirm or overturnâ€”decisions made by lower courts and
tribunals. Procedures for bringing cases before the Supreme Court have changed significantly over time.
Today, cases are brought before the Supreme Court by one of several methods, of which the first two account
for the overwhelming majority of cases decided: By petition for a writ of certiorari , filed by a party to a case
that has been decided by one of the United States courts of appeals or by the United States Court of Appeals
for the Armed Forces. By petition for writ of certiorari with respect to a decision of one of the territorial or
state courts , after all state appeals have been exhausted, where an issue of federal constitutional or statutory
law is in question. The writ is usually issued to a state supreme court including high courts of the District of
Columbia , Puerto Rico , the U. By petition for certiorari before judgment , which permits the Court to
expedite a case pending before a United States court of appeals by accepting the case for review before the
appellate court has decided it. However, Supreme Court Rule 11 provides that a case may be taken by the
Court before judgment in a lower court "only upon a showing that the case is of such imperative public
importance as to justify deviation from normal appellate practice and to require immediate determination in
this Court. By a certified question or proposition of law from one of the United States Courts of Appeals,
meaning that the Court of Appeals requests the Supreme Court to instruct it on how to decide the case. This
procedure was once common but is now rarely invoked; the last certificate accepted for review was in By
petition for an "extraordinary writ " such as mandamus , prohibition , or habeas corpus. These writs are rarely
granted by the Supreme Court though they are more frequently granted by lower courts. Original jurisdiction[
edit ] Certain cases that have not been considered by a lower court may be heard by the Supreme Court in the
first instance under what is termed original jurisdiction. This statute provides further that, in the case of
disputes between two or more states, the Supreme Court holds both original and exclusive jurisdiction and no
lower court may hear such cases. The number of original jurisdiction cases heard by the court is small;
generally only one or two such cases are heard per term. Because the nine-member Supreme Court is not
well-suited to conducting pretrial proceedings or trials, original jurisdiction cases accepted by the Court are
typically referred to a well-qualified lawyer or lower-court judge to serve as special master , conduct the
proceedings, and report recommendations to the Court. Louisiana , the state of Louisiana moved for a jury
trial, but the Court denied the motion, ruling that the suit was an equity action and not an action at law, and
that therefore the Seventh Amendment guarantee of a jury trial did not apply. If a matter involving an action at
law did come before the court, however, a jury would likely be empaneled and would hear the case alongside
the justices of the Court. This occasionally results in harsh consequences, as Justice Thomas acknowledged in
a opinion: Dickson was executed on April 26, , without any Member of this Court having even seen his
petition for certiorari. During the s and s, the number of cases accepted and decided each term approached per
year; more recently, the number of cases granted has averaged well under annually. Before each conference,
the Chief Justice prepares a list of those petitions he believes have sufficient merit to warrant discussion. Any
other Justice may also add a case to the "discuss list"; cases not designated for discussion by any Justice are
automatically denied review. The Court or a Justice may also decide that a case be "re-listed" for discussion at
a later conference; this occurs, for example, where the Court decides to request input from the Solicitor
General of the United States on whether a petition should be granted. If the Supreme Court grants certiorari or
the certified question or other extraordinary writ , then a briefing schedule is arranged for the parties to submit
their briefs in favor of or against a particular form of relief. During this time, an individual or group having an
interest in a case but not a party to the case may submit a motion to appear before the court as amicus curiae
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"friend of the court". The grant or denial of certiorari petitions by the Court are usually issued as one-sentence
orders without explanation. Filing briefs[ edit ] Before oral arguments, the parties to a case file legal briefs
outlining their arguments. An amicus curiae may also submit a brief in support of a particular outcome in the
case if the Court grants it permission. Formal rules govern every aspect of these briefs; Chief Justice William
Rehnquist described the rules thus: The rules direct what information must be included in a brief, describe the
size of paper and type of print, and limit the number of pages. Even the colors of the covers of the briefs are
specified: The Court also often receives briefs from amici curiae friends of the Court in particular cases, and
these must have a green cover. This color-coding comes in very handy when you have a stack of eight or ten
briefs in a particular case and can locate the brief you want by its color without having to read the covers of
each. In exceptional and controversial cases, however, the time limit may be extended. The late Chief Justice
Rehnquist was noted for his especially strict enforcement of the argument time limits. To file pleadings or to
argue a case, an attorney must be a member of the bar of the Court. The primary requirement for admission to
the Bar is that the attorney must have been admitted to practice in the highest court of a state or territory for at
least the past three years. Justices are allowed to interrupt the attorney speaking in order to ask him or her
questions, and particularly since the arrival of Justice Antonin Scalia in , do so often. In an interview for
C-SPAN, former Justice Scalia, speaking for himself, noted that by the time the Justices hear oral arguments,
having read the submissions by the parties and amici, it was "very rare, though not unheard of", for the
discussion during the oral arguments to change his view of a case in which he had already made up his mind
based on the submissions and his research about the case. However, he also made the point that it was "quite
common" for him to go into Oral Arguments with his mind not made up yet, as the cases are usually very hard
and difficult, and that in those situations a persuasive attorney could make the difference for him. The Justices
discuss the points of law at issue in the cases. No clerks are permitted to be present, which would make it
exceedingly difficult for a justice without a firm grasp of the matters at hand to participate. Former Justice
Scalia professed frustration that there is little substantive discussion, [17] while former Chief Justice
Rehnquist wrote that this makes the conference more efficient. Circulating draft opinions and changing of
views[ edit ] The justice writing the opinion for the court will produce and circulate a draft opinion to the other
justices. In modern Supreme Court history only a few justices, such as former Justice Antonin Scalia , have
regularly written their own first drafts. Whether these changes are accommodated depends on the legal
philosophy of the drafters as well as on how strong a majority the opinion garnered at conference. A justice
may instead simply join the opinion at that point without comment. Votes at conference are preliminary; while
opinions are being circulated, it is not unheard of for a justice to change sides. A justice may be swayed by the
persuasiveness or lack thereof of the opinion or dissent, or as a result of reflection and discussion on the points
of law at issue. At the conference for Planned Parenthood v. In rare instances, the Court will issue a plurality
opinion in which four or fewer Justices agree on one opinion, but the others are so fractured that they cannot
agree on a position. In this circumstance, in order to determine what the decision is lawyers and judges will
analyze the opinions to determine on which points a majority agrees. An example of a case decided by a
plurality opinion is Hamdi v. A justice voting with the majority may write a concurring opinion ; this is an
opinion where the justice agrees with the majority holding itself, but where he or she wishes to express views
on the legal elements of the case that are not encompassed in the majority opinion. Justices who do not agree
with the decision made by the majority may also submit dissenting opinions, which may give alternative legal
viewpoints. Dissenting opinions carry no legal weight or precedent, but they can set the argument for future
cases. Ferguson set down for the majority opinion later in Brown v. After granting a writ of certiorari and
accepting a case for review, the justices may decide against further review of the case. For example, the Court
may feel the case presented during oral arguments did not present the constitutional issues in a clear-cut way,
and that adjudication of these issues is better deferred until a suitable case comes before the court. In this event
the writ of certiorari is "dismissed as improvidently granted" DIG â€”saying, in effect that the Court should
not have accepted the case. As with the granting or denial of cert, this dismissal is customarily made using a
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simple per curiam decision without explanation. Should the composition of the Court materially affect the
outcome of a pending case, the justices will likely elect to reschedule the case for rehearing. Tied votes and
lack of quorum[ edit ] If not all of the nine justices vote on a case, or the Court has a vacancy, then a tied vote
is possible. If this occurs, then the decision of the court below is affirmed, but the case is not considered to be
binding precedent. The effect is a return to the status quo ante. No opinions or voting alignments are issued in
such a case, only the one-sentence announcement that "[t]he judgment is affirmed by an equally divided Court.
The court tries to avoid such rulings when possible: All cases were reargued to allow the newly appointed
Samuel Alito to cast a decisive vote. A quorum of justices to hear and decide a case is six. If, through recusals
or vacancies, fewer than six justices can participate in a case, and a majority of qualified justices determines
that the case cannot be heard in the next term, then the decision of the court below is affirmed as if the Court
had been equally divided on the case. An exception exists when this situation arises in one of the now-rare
cases brought directly to the Supreme Court on appeal from a United States District Court; in this situation,
the case is referred to the U. Court of Appeals for the corresponding circuit for a final decision there by either
the Court of Appeals sitting en banc, or a panel consisting of the three most senior active circuit judges. The
decision of the Court is subsequently published, first as a slip opinion , and subsequently in the United States
Reports. Since recording devices have been banned inside the courtroom, the fastest way for decisions of
landmark cases to reach the press is through the Running of the Interns. The practice of issuing a single
opinion of the Court was initiated during the tenure of Chief Justice John Marshall during the early 19th
century. This custom replaced the previous practice under which each Justice, whether in the majority or the
minority, issued a separate opinion. The older practice is still followed by appellate courts in many common
law jurisdictions outside the United States. Reporting and citation of cases[ edit ] For more specific details on
how cases are cited, see case citation. Supreme Court decisions are typically cited as in the following example:
Wade , U. The names of the opposing parties are listed in the format "Petitioner v. Respondent" or "Appellant
v. Two other widely used citation formats exist: Citations to cases in the Supreme Court Reporter would be
structured as follows: Since the s, prior to publication of the decisions in these reporters, they are available
from the United States Law Week U. Decisions of the Supreme Court are precedents that bind all lower
courts, both federal and state. The Supreme Court generally respects its own precedents, but has in some cases
overturned them.
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