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With British forces advancing from Egypt, this would eventually allow the Allies to carry out a pincer
operation against Axis forces in North Africa. The Vichy French had around , soldiers in the territories as well
as coastal artillery, operational but out-of-date tanks and about aircraft, half of which were Dewoitine D. The
French were former Allies of the U. An assessment of the sympathies of the French forces in North Africa was
essential, and plans were made to secure their cooperation, rather than resistance. German support for the
Vichy French came in the shape of air support. Several Luftwaffe bomber wings undertook anti-shipping
strikes against Allied ports in Algiers and along the North African coast. Eisenhower was given command of
the operation, and he set up his headquarters in Gibraltar. Planners identified Oran and also Algiers and
Casablanca as key targets. However, Tunis was much too close to the Axis airfields in Sicily and Sardinia for
any hope of success. Limited resources dictated that the Allies could only make three landings and
Eisenhowerâ€”who believed that any plan must include landings at Oran and Algiersâ€”had two main options:
He favoured the eastern option because of the advantages it gave to an early capture of Tunis and also because
the Atlantic swells off Casablanca presented considerably greater risks to an amphibious landing there than
would be encountered in the Mediterranean. They therefore chose the Casablanca option as the less risky since
the forces in Algeria and Tunisia could be supplied overland from Casablanca albeit with considerable
difficulty in the event of closure of the straits. The Morocco landings ruled out the early occupation of Tunisia.
Eisenhower told Patton that the past six weeks were the most trying of his life. The information gathered by
the Agency was used by the Americans and British in planning the amphibious November Operation Torch
[11] [12] landings in North Africa. Preliminary contact with Vichy French[ edit ] To gauge the feeling of the
Vichy French forces, Murphy was appointed to the American consulate in Algeria. His covert mission was to
determine the mood of the French forces and to make contact with elements that might support an Allied
invasion. He succeeded in contacting several French officers, including General Charles Mast , the French
commander-in-chief in Algiers. These officers were willing to support the Allies but asked for a clandestine
conference with a senior Allied General in Algeria. Major General Mark W. However, Giraud would take no
position lower than commander in chief of all the invading forces, a job already given to Eisenhower. When
he was refused, he decided to remain "a spectator in this affair". Battle[ edit ] The Allies organised three
amphibious task forces to simultaneously seize the key ports and airports in Morocco and Algeria, targeting
Casablanca , Oran and Algiers. Successful completion of these operations was to be followed by an eastwards
advance into Tunisia. This Western Task Force consisted of the U. They were transported directly from the
United States in the first of a new series of UG convoys providing logistic support for the North African
campaign. Torch was, for propaganda purposes, a landing by U. For the same reason, Churchill suggested that
British soldiers might wear U. Army uniforms, although there is no evidence that this tactic was implemented.
During the landing phase, ground forces were to be commanded by U. Major General Charles W. U-boats ,
operating in the eastern Atlantic area crossed by the invasion convoys, had been drawn away to attack trade
convoy SL Ps of the 33rd Fighter Group were launched from U. Navy escort carriers and landed at Port
Lyautey on November Because it was hoped that the French would not resist, there were no preliminary
bombardments. This proved to be a costly error as French defenses took a toll of American landing forces. A
flyer in French and Arabic that was distributed by Allied forces in the streets of Casablanca, calling on citizens
to cooperate with the Allied forces. However, once French coastal batteries opened fire, Allied warships
returned fire. Most of the landings occurred behind schedule. Carrier aircraft destroyed a French truck convoy
bringing reinforcements to the beach defenses. Safi surrendered on the afternoon of 8 November. At
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Port-Lyautey, the landing troops were uncertain of their position, and the second wave was delayed. This gave
the French defenders time to organize resistance, and the remaining landings were conducted under artillery
bombardment. With the assistance of air support from the carriers, the troops pushed ahead, and the objectives
were captured. At Fedala, weather disrupted the landings. The landing beaches again came under French fire
after daybreak. Patton landed at The Americans surrounded the port of Casablanca by 10 November, and the
city surrendered an hour before the final assault was due to take place. Casablanca was the principal French
Atlantic naval base after German occupation of the European coast. The Naval Battle of Casablanca resulted
from a sortie of French cruisers, destroyers, and submarines opposing the landings. A cruiser, six destroyers,
and six submarines were destroyed by American gunfire and aircraft. The incomplete French battleship Jean
Bart â€”which was docked and immobileâ€”fired on the landing force with her one working gun turret until
disabled by the inch calibre American naval gunfire of the USS Massachusetts, the first such heavy-calibre
shells fired by the U. Navy anywhere in World War II. Landings at the westernmost beach were delayed
because of a French convoy which appeared while the minesweepers were clearing a path. Some delay and
confusion, and damage to landing ships, was caused by the unexpected shallowness of water and sandbars;
although periscope observations had been carried out, no reconnaissance parties had landed on the beaches to
determine the local maritime conditions. This was in contrast to later amphibious assaultsâ€”such as Operation
Overlord â€”in which considerable weight was given to pre-invasion reconnaissance. An attempt was made to
land U. The operationâ€”code named Operation Reservist â€”failed, as the two Banff-class sloops were
destroyed by crossfire from the French vessels there. The Vichy French naval fleet broke from the harbor and
attacked the Allied invasion fleet, but its ships were all sunk or driven ashore. Airborne landings[ edit ] Torch
was the first major airborne assault carried out by the United States. Poor weather over Spain and the extreme
range caused the formation to scatter and forced thirty of the 37 aircraft to land in the dry salt lake to the west
of the objective. Algiers[ edit ] Resistance and coup[ edit ] As agreed at Cherchell, in the early hours of 8
November, mainly Jewish French Resistance fighters [21] staged a coup in the city of Algiers. While they
surrounded his house making Juin effectively a prisoner Murphy attempted to persuade him to side with the
Allies. However, he was treated to a surprise: Juin insisted on contacting Darlan, and Murphy was unable to
persuade either to side with the Allies. In the early morning, the local Gendarmerie arrived and released both
Juin and Darlan. Invasion[ edit ] American soldiers land near Algiers. On 8 November , the invasion
commenced with landings split between three beachesâ€”two west of Algiers and one east. Under overall
command of Major General Charles W. Ryder, Commanding General of the U. All the coastal batteries had
been neutralized by French resistance, and one French commander openly welcomed the landing Allies. The
only fighting took place in the port of Algiers, where in Operation Terminal , two British destroyers attempted
to land a party of U. Army Rangers directly onto the dock, in order to prevent the French destroying the port
facilities and scuttling their ships. Heavy artillery fire prevented one destroyer from landing, but the other was
able to disembark Rangers before it too was driven back to sea. It quickly became clear that Giraud lacked the
authority to take command of the French forces. He preferred to wait in Gibraltar for the results of the landing.
However, Darlan in Algiers had such authority. In return, Darlan ordered all French forces in North Africa to
cease resistance to the Allies and to cooperate instead. The deal was made on 10 November, and French
resistance ceased almost at once. The French troops in North Africa who were not already captured submitted
to and eventually joined the Allied forces. This deeply offended Charles de Gaulle as head of Free France. It
also offended much of the British and American public, who regarded all Vichy French as Nazi collaborators,
and Darlan as one of the worst. Eisenhower insisted however that he had no real choice if his forces were to
move on against the Axis in Tunisia, rather than fight the French in Algeria and Morocco. Though de Gaulle
had no official power in North Africa, much of the population now publicly declared Free French allegiance,
putting pressure on Darlan. Bonnier de La Chapelle was arrested on the spot and executed two days later.
Giraud succeeded Darlan but like him replaced few of the Vichy officials. He even ordered the arrest of the
leaders of the Algiers coup of 8 November, with no opposition from Murphy. The French North African
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government gradually became active in the Allied war-effort. The weak French troops in Tunisia did not resist
German troops arriving by air; Admiral Esteva , the commander there, obeyed orders to that effect from
Vichy. The Germans took the airfields there and brought in more troops. The French troops withdrew to the
west, and within a few days began to skirmish against the Germans, encouraged by small American and
British detachments who had reached the area. While this was of minimal military effect, it committed the
French to the Allied side. Later all French forces were withdrawn from action to be properly re-equipped by
the Allies. Giraud supported this but also preferred to maintain the old Vichy administration in North Africa.
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The successful effort to hold the line and protect a base in Australia dispersed available American strength,
and rained a problem for military planners in the matter of massing military power to strike a decisive blow at
Germany. Early in plans were made for such a cross-Channel operation, to take place in April , and possibly as
early as September if either Germany or Russia showed signs of collapsing. Token forces, sent to England
soon after Pearl Harbor, were established as a commend entitled U. Chaney as commanding general. This
command was superseded by the European Theater of Operations, U. Eisenhower assumed command of ETO
on 24 June When it became evident by mid that there could be no cross-Channel attack in September,
American planners acceded to a plan the British had been urging. This was to use the means that would be
accumulated in England by the fall of , plus additional forces from the United States, to invade North Africa,
where, it was hoped, French forces might lend support to the operation. The primary objective was to utilize
ready Allied forces in an operation commensurate with current capabilities to relieve pressure on the Russians.
Other objectives of the operation were to gain French Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia as a base for enlisting the
French colonial empire in the war, to assist the British in destroying Axis forces threatening Egypt and Suez,
to open the Mediterranean to Allied shipping, to shorten the route to the Far East, and to prepare the way for
further operations against the European Axis. The various commands outlined above exercised control over all
operations in the Mediterranean area during the war, including those in North Africa, Sicily, and Italy, and the
invasion of southern France. In North Africa the Germans and their Italian allies controlled a narrow strip
along the Mediterranean coast between Tunisia and Egypt with an army numbering some , men under Field
Marshal Erwin Rommel. French forces in North Africa also numbered about , men plus considerable naval
strength. Their position was enigmatic, since the loyalties of the French forces had become split among
factions following their defeat in The need for secrecy in order to achieve strategic surprise hampered an
Allied attempt to enlist French support before the landings. General Eisenhower was to command the invasion
forces, and the British Eighth Army also was to come under his command when the two forces eventually
converged on Tunisia. The Allies planned three simultaneous landings: When these landings had been
successfully accomplished, additional troops were to land near the eastern border of Algeria and move rapidly
into Tunisia, presumably before the Germans could block the move. On 8 November the U. The total invasion
force comprised more than ships, 1, planes, and some , men. The forces landing near Oran and Algiers
included the U. Fredendall commanding, with elements of three divisions. During this operation a battalion of
paratroopers made the first U. The Allies achieved strategic surprise, but the operation was delayed by the
French forces, who fought back in every case but one. By 11 November negotiations had succeeded both in
ending French resistance and winning French cooperation, and an Allied column headed for Tunisia.
Meanwhile the Germans had moved into Tunisia in force by water from Sicily, and were able to stop the
Allied drive short of the Tunisian capital Tunis. Eventually the Axis brought in more than , troops from Sicily.
Having consolidated a giant beachhead in Tunisia, Rommel assumed the offensive on 14 February Powerful
German armored units moved out from passes in south central Tunisia on the front of the U. Anderson, and
capture an Allied base of operations around Tebessa. The Germans defeated the Allies in a series of sharp
armored actions, forced a withdrawal of American troops through the Kasserine Pass and the valley beyond,
and made a spectacular advance of almost a hundred miles before determined countermeasures by the Allies
brought them to a halt, still short of their objectives, on 22 February. Upon the failure of this counteroffensive,
the Germans withdrew to their original positions. During the first part of March the Germans attempted two
lesser offensives-one against the British First Army and the other against the British Eighth Army-which also
failed. At thispoint the Allies were able to resume their offensive. II Corps, now under Patton, attacked toward
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the flank and rear of the Mareth Line, while elements of the British Eighth Army outflanked the Axis position
and broke through into the eastern coastal region of central Tunisia. Within a month all Axis troops had been
compressed into a small bridgehead covering the Cape Bon Peninsula. In the final phase of the operation, Maj.
Bradley assumed command of the U. II Corps so that Patton could prepare for the invasion of Sicily. A
decision to invade Sicily was made at an Allied conference at Casablanca which took place from 14 to 23
January By that tome it had become apparent that a cross-Channel invasion an operation earnestly desired by
the Russians would be impossible during On the other hand, the immense military resources accumulated in
the Mediterranean Theater could be used to knock Italy out of the war, to divert some German strength from
the Russian front, and to reopen the Mediterranean as a thoroughfare to the East, while the buildup for the
eventual cross-Channel attack continued in Great Britain and the Allied air forces mounted a systematic
bombing of Germany. Ground forces assembled to conduct the Sicilian Campaign 10 July - 17 August
constituted the 15th Army Group under the command of General Alexander. Seventh Army under General
Patton. Among the American forces was the 82d Airborne Division, which was scheduled to drop behind the
invasion beaches to forestall enemy reaction to the landings. The total invasion force numbered some , men.
For weeks before the invasion, Allied planes raided western Sicily in order to deceive the defenders regarding
the Allied intention, which was to make landings on the southern and eastern coasts of the island. These raids
succeeded in dispersing German armor, which made it difficult for them to mount quick, concentrated
counterattacks. The invasion took place on 10 July Winds of near gale proportions made the landings
difficult, but the weather conditions threw the defenders off guard and made possible a tactical surprise. After
landing, the Allies intended to strike for dominating ground in the east-central part of the island and then to
take Messina on the strait between Sicily and Italy. After recovering from their initial surprise, the German
forces in Sicily succeeded in blocking the most direct route to Messina by concentrating against the British
Eighth Army in the vicinity of Catania. Thereupon Patton sent a mobile provisional corps under Maj. Geoffrey
Keyes to the northwest, which cut the island in two, captured Palermo by 22 July, and broke the morale of the
Italian garrison of , men on the island. The American forces were now in a position to attack from the west to
break the deadlock opposite the British. When the Seventh Army drove eastward across the island, the
Germans began to withdraw across the Strait of Messina to Italy. Despite attacks by Allied aircraft, they were
able to evacuate some 60, troops. On 17 August American patrols pushed into Messina, and the campaign
reached a successful conclusion. Axis losses in the campaign were around , killed, wounded, and captured,
including some 10, German casualties. Allied losses were 31, An armistice was announced on 8 September.
The Italian surrender resulted in German evacuation of the islands of Sardinia and Corsica, gave the Allies the
Italian Navy, and, in effect, made Italy a co-belligerent with the Allies. Nevertheless, the Germans still had a
firm hold on the Italian boot. The Italian Campaign 3 September - 2 May placed Allied troops on the European
mainland for the first time, but it was never intended as a substitute for an attack aimed at Germany by way of
the more open and more remunerative route through northern France. The invasion of Italy had a number of
lesser objectives: Six days later, on 9 September, the U. Fifth Army, under Lt. Clark landed on beaches along
the Gulf of Salerno, and a British fleet placed a division of troops at Taranto in the arch of the boot. Heavy
fighting quickly developed at Salerno, where German armored counterattacks jeopardized the entire Allied
position. It was six days before the Americans were able to surmount the crisis and secure the beachhead. On
16 September the British Eighth and the U. Fifth Armies united their fronts southeast of Salerno. On 7 October
the British took Naples with its fine port. Meanwhile the British had captured the airfields of Foggia near the
Adriatic coast on 27 September, and by mid-October had moved north to a line extending from Larino west to
Campobasso, where they were abreast of the Americans on their left. The Allies were in Italy to stay. Under
strategic priorities decided upon by the CCS Quebec Conference, August the forces non in the Mediterranean
were not to be strengthened further; in fact, seven of the best Allied divisions four U. Shipping limitations, in
any case, forbade any large-scale reinforcement of the Mediterranean except at the expense of the buildup of
American forces in the United Kingdom. By October the U. Fifth and British Eighth Armies together had only
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11 divisions, but this force was able to tie down some odd German divisions throughout the long campaign.
The mountainous terrain and the restrictions on maneuver imposed by the narrowness of the peninsula favored
the German defenders, but the Allied force continued to press northward until the end of the war. Having
paused a few days after taking Naples and Foggia, the Allied force in Italy renewed its offensive late in
October This drive broke a strong German position at the Volturno River and carried the Allies as far as the
so-called Winter Line or Gustav Line , anchored on Cassino, which the Germans had been preparing about 75
miles south of Rome. Here the Allies were brought to a halt for the remainder of the winter. In December the
Allied line was reinforced by a French corps equipped with American arms. With this added strength at his
disposal, General Clark used the U. VI Corps, with British and American troops, in an attempt to envelop the
western flank of the German line, while he simultaneously tried to break through the Gustav Line. The landing
was initially successful and additional forces came in while the landing force pushed inland against growing
enemy resistance. After the first week, the Germans reacted with a strong counterattack that reached a peak of
intensity on 17 February and threatened to wipe out the beachhead. While the Anzio maneuver failed either to
turn the German defenses in the south around Cassino or to open a breakthrough north to Rome, the Anzio
beachhead remained a thorn in the German side, engaging his tactical reserves. In May the Allied forces made
a carefully planned assault on the Winter Line, synchronizing their thrusts with an attack from the Anzio
beachhead. The drive carried all the way to Rome, which fell to the Allies on 4 June , two days before the
cross-Channel attack. The Allied force, although reduced in strength by the necessity to relinquish some
divisions for use in France, initiated a drive in September that broke the Gothic Line after a three-month
campaign. In the spring of the Allies pushed across the Po Valley and, when German resistance began to
crumble, made spectacular advances which ended with the surrender of the German forces in Italy on 2 May
The Italian Campaign Involved some of the hardest fighting in the war and cost the United States forces some
, casualties. But the campaign played an important part in determining the eventual outcome of the war, since
the Allies, with a minimum of strength, engaged German forces that could possibly have upset the balance in
France. Europe - June Although the initiative had been seized from the Germans some months before, so far
the western Allies had been unable to mass sufficient men and material to risk an attack in northern Europe.
But by mid early mobilization of manpower and resources in America was beginning to pay off. Millions of
American men had been trained, equipped, and welded into fighting and service units.
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Their main task was to hold off any attack by the Italian fleet. Strength included three capital ships, three fleet
carriers, three cruisers and 17 destroyers. Various other forces added to the number of Allied ships in the area.
Over ships were therefore directly involved in what at that time was the greatest amphibious operation in
history, and the forerunner of even greater ones to come before the war was won. Throughout October and
early November convoys sailed for the landings on Vichy French soil in the early hours of the 8th.
Negotiations with the French were not completed in time to avoid resistance. There was bloodshed on both
sides. Casablanca, Morocco - US troops landed at three points along a mile stretch of Atlantic coastline. By
the 10th they prepared to attack Casablanca itself, but this became unnecessary when the French forces
stopped fighting. Before this happened the Western Task Force had fought a series of fierce actions with
Vichy French warships. Battleship "Jean Bart" was seriously damaged and a cruiser and several destroyers and
submarines sunk or beached. Both were disabled by ship and shore gunfire and soon sank. Five days later he
was kiIled in an aircraft accident. Cruiser "Aurora" Capt Agnew and destroyers fought off an attack by French
destroyers outside the port. US troops fought their way into Oran, which fell on the 10th. Algiers, Algeria - A
similar opening attack was mounted by old destroyers "Broke" and "Malcolm". Hard hit by shore batteries, she
got away but foundered next day on the 9th. It was not Gen Giraud as originally intended, but Adm Darlan
who broadcast the ceasefire on the 10th. Resistance was stopped, but confusion reigned for a number of days
as the Vichy French authorities were pressurised by both the Allies and Axis. Adm Darlan was assassinated in
late December and Gen Giraud took his place. On the 27th, SS units tried to capture the French fleet at
Toulon. They were too late to stop the scuttling of three battleships, seven cruisers, 30 destroyers, 16
submarines and many other smaller vessels. Spain -Throughout all these events Spain fortunately stayed
neutral. There was therefore no threat to Gibraltar directly from Spanish troops, or from Germans passing
through the country. Transports and escorting warships were sunk and damaged, but losses were never great,
and seven Axis submarines were sunk in exchange. Attacks by German aircraft on these and other Algerian
targets sank or damaged a number of ships. Algeria - The first of the further Allied troop landings were made
at Bougie and Bone on the 11th and 12th, well on the way to the Tunisian border. On the 14th and 15th
respectively, "U" and "U" were sunk by aircraft. Aircraft of Squadron from carrier "Formidable" torpedoed her
in error off Algiers. The Relief of Malta - At the beginning of the month, cruiser-minelayer "Welshman" ran
vitally needed stores to Malta. On the 11th, sister-ship "Manxman" made a similar dash from Alexandria.
Although cruiser "Arethusa" was badly damaged by German torpedo aircraft on the 18th and had to return
with over casualties, the convoy got through on the 20th. Its arrival effectively marked the lifting of the long
and bloody siege of Malta. French North Africa continued - After the Bougie and Bone landings in eastern
Algeria, British paratroops were flown into the north of Tunisia and the advance began on Bizerta and Tunis.
Fighting took place as the Allies closed in, but by the time the main offensive started on the 25th, the Germans
had built up their forces around both Bizerta and Tunis, and also occupied the east coast towns of Sousse, Sfax
and Gabes. By the end of the year Axis forces had established strong defence lines around Bizerta and Tunis,
and were holding on to the eastern half of the country. The Allies had lost the race for Tunis. Throughout
January both sides attacked along the line, but without much success. As this happened, more and more
German and Italian troops were drawn into Tunisia. Royal Navy Submarine Operations - Throughout the
month, British submarines were on patrol in the Western Mediterranean and lost four of their number. In
return they sank several Axis ships including two Italian warships. Overdue by the 8th December, she was
presumed mined in her patrol area. Late December - At the end of the month, submarine "P" sailed for
Maddalena, Sardinia with Chariot human torpedoes for an attack on the cruisers based there. Her last signal
was on the 31st December and she was presumed lost on mines in the approaches to the port. Attacks off
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Algeria - Attacks on Allied shipping off Algeria led to more losses in return for the sinking of one Italian
submarine. Monthly Loss Summary 3 British or Allied merchant ships of 6, tons. There were losses on both
sides. On the 13th, "Ville de Quebec" sank "U" west of Algiers. Axis Supplies to Tunisia - Attempts by the
Italian Navy to supply the Axis armies in Tunisia led to heavy losses, especially on mines laid between Sicily
and Tunis by fast minelayers "Abdiel" and "Welshman", and submarine "Rorqual". Axis Supplies to Libya Final supply trips to Tripoli by Italian submarines led to more losses north of the Libyan capital. Libya - Gen
Montgomery resumed the advance on the 15th, and Bueret, outflanked by British Armour and New Zealand
troops was soon taken. The defences in front of Tripoli were similarly outflanked and on the 23rd the
victorious Eighth Army entered the capital. She failed to return to Algiers on the 10th March, possibly mined
off the Gulf of Tunis as she returned. The award was not gazetted until May The Inshore Squadron was still in
attendance on Eighth Army in the south and the battles of the supply routes in the north and south continued:
This was the first German success using circling torpedoes. Within two days the Axis was retreating. For the
rest of April heavy fighting took place as the Allies slowly closed in. She had to be scuttled. She failed to
return to Beirut at the end of the month and was presumed lost on mines in her patrol area. His false papers
help to persuade the Germans that the next Allied blows would fall on Sardinia and Greece as well as Sicily.
The Axis surrender came on the 12th and nearly , Germans and Italians were taken prisoner. Merchant
Shipping War - In the first five months of Allied forces had sunk over Axis merchantmen of , tons throughout
the Mediterranean. In contrast, the end of the Tunisian campaign marked a major upturn in the fortunes of
Allied shipping. By mid-month minesweepers had cleared a channel through the Strait of Sicily, and the first
regular Mediterranean convoys since were able to sail from Gibraltar to Alexandria GTX. The opening of the
Mediterranean was equivalent to commissioning a large amount of new Allied merchant ship tonnage.
Amongst the benefits would be the opening of the Mediterranean to Allied shipping. The final plan was
approved in mid-May and not much more than a month later, the first US troop convoys were heading across
the Atlantic for an operation even greater than the French North African landings the previous November. US
7th Army - Gen Patton 66, troops.
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