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Settlements were subsequently established in Tasmania , Victoria , Queensland , the Northern Territory ,
Western Australia , and South Australia Australia was the exception to British imperial colonization practices,
in that no treaty was drawn up setting out terms of agreement between the settlers and native proprietors, as
was the case in North America, and New Zealand. In the 19th century, smallpox was the principal cause of
Aboriginal deaths, and vaccinations of the "native inhabitants" had begun in earnest by the s. The cause of the
outbreak is disputed. Some scholars have attributed it to European settlers, [58] [59] but it is also argued that
Macassan fishermen from South Sulawesi and nearby islands may have introduced smallpox to Australia
before the arrival of Europeans. The skeleton of Truganini , a Tasmanian Aboriginal who died in , was
exhumed within two years of her death despite her pleas to the contrary by the Royal Society of Tasmania ,
and later placed on display. Frontier Wars[ edit ] As part of the colonisation process, there were many small
scale conflicts between colonists and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders across the continent. Since the s
there has been more systematic research into this conflict which is described as the Australian frontier wars. In
Queensland, the killing of Aboriginal peoples was largely perpetrated by civilian "hunting" parties and the
Native Police, armed groups of Aboriginal men who were recruited at gunpoint and led by colonialist to
eliminate Aboriginal resistance. Researchers at the University of Newcastle have begun mapping the
massacres. After this period of protectionist policies that aimed to segregate and control Aboriginal
populations, in the Commonwealth government agreed to move towards assimilation policies. These policies
aimed to integrate Aboriginal persons who were "not of full blood" into the white community in an effort to
eliminate the "Aboriginal problem". As part of this, there was an increase in the number of children forcibly
removed from their homes and placed with white people, either in institutions or foster homes. Between and ,
under the guise of protectionist policies, people, including children as young as 12, were forced to work on
properties where they worked under horrific conditions and most did not receive any wages. The Yirrkala
Bark petitions were traditional Aboriginal documents to be recognised under Commonwealth law. The Tent
Embassy was given heritage status in , and celebrated its 40th anniversary in , [92] making it the longest,
unanswered protest camp in the world. The Indigenous population continued to decline, reaching a low of 74,
in before numbers began to recover. By , population numbers had reached pre-colonisation levels, and in there
were around , Indigenous Australians. Despite the Commonwealth Franchise Act , which excluded
"Aboriginal natives of Australia, Asia, Africa and Pacific Islands except New Zealand" from voting unless
they were on the roll before , South Australia insisted that all voters enfranchised within its borders would
remain eligible to vote in the Commonwealth, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continued to
be added to their rolls, albeit haphazardly. Photo taken by Herbert Basedow. Despite efforts to bar their
enlistment, over 1, Indigenous Australians fought for Australia in the First World War. Dhakiyarr was found
to have been wrongly convicted of the murder of a white policeman, for which he had been sentenced to
death; the case focused national attention on Aboriginal rights issues. Dhakiyarr disappeared upon release.
This Freedom Ride also aimed to highlight the social discrimination faced by Aboriginal people and
encourage Aboriginal people themselves to resist discrimination. The referendum passed with Indigenous
Australians began to serve in political office from the s. In , Sir Douglas Nicholls was appointed as the 28th
Governor of South Australia, the first Aboriginal person appointed to vice-regal office. In Arthur Beetson
became the first Indigenous Australian to captain his country in any sport when he first led the Australian
National Rugby League team, the Kangaroos. In , a group of Pintupi people who were living a traditional
hunter-gatherer desert-dwelling life were tracked down in the Gibson Desert in Western Australia and brought
in to a settlement. They are believed to have been the last uncontacted tribe in Australia. Aboriginal art and
artists became increasingly prominent in Australian cultural life during the second half of the 20th century.
Australian tennis player Evonne Goolagong Reconciliation between non-Indigenous and Indigenous
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Australians became a significant issue in Australian politics in the late 20th century. In , the Council for
Aboriginal Reconciliation was established by the federal government to facilitate reconciliation. In , a
Constitutional Convention which selected a Republican model for a referendum included just six Indigenous
participants, leading Monarchist delegate Neville Bonner to end his contribution to the Convention with his
Jagera tribal "Sorry Chant" in sadness at the low number of Indigenous representatives. The republican model,
as well as a proposal for a new Constitutional preamble which would have included the "honouring" of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, was put to referendum but did not succeed. In , the federal
government appointed a panel comprising Indigenous leaders, other legal experts and some members of
parliament including Ken Wyatt to provide advice on how best to recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples in the federal Constitution. During the same period, the federal government enacted a number
of significant, but controversial, policy initiatives in relation to Indigenous Australians. A representative body,
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission , was set up in , but was abolished by the Australian
Government in amidst allegations of corruption. The government banned alcohol in prescribed communities in
the Territory; quarantined a percentage of welfare payments for essential goods purchasing; dispatched
additional police and medical personnel to the region; and suspended the permit system for access to
Indigenous communities.
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Economic development by Europeans had as its necessary complement the ravaging of Aboriginal life.
Especially if it is accepted that the pre Aboriginal population exceeded one million and that living standards
were high, the subsequent history must all the less appear as oneâ€¦ Prehistory It is generally held that
Australian Aboriginal peoples originally came from Asia via insular Southeast Asia now Malaysia, Singapore,
Brunei, East Timor , Indonesia, and the Philippines and have been in Australia for at least 45,â€”50, years. On
the basis of research at the Nauwalabila I and Madjedbebe archaeological sites in the Northern Territory ,
however, some scientists have claimed that early humans arrived considerably sooner, perhaps as early as 65,
to 80, years ago. That conclusion is consistent with the argument made by some scholars that the migration of
anatomically modern humans out of Africa and adjacent areas of Southwest Asia to South and Southeast Asia
along the so-called Southern Route predated migration to Europe. Other scholars question the earlier dating of
human arrival in Australia, which is based on the use of optically stimulated luminescence measurement of the
last time the sand in question was exposed to sunlight , because the Northern Territory sites are in areas of
termite activity, which can displace artifacts downward to older levels. In either case, the first settlement
would have occurred during an era of lowered sea levels, when there were more-coextensive land bridges
between Asia and Australia. Watercraft must have been used for some passages, however, such as those
between Bali and Lombok and between Timor and Greater Australia, because they entail distances greater
than miles km. This is the earliest confirmed seafaring in the world. By about 35, years ago all of the continent
had been occupied, including the southwest and southeast corners Tasmania became an island when sea levels
rose sometime between 13, and 8, years ago, thus isolating Aboriginal people who lived there from the
mainland as well as the highlands of the island of New Guinea. Archaeological evidence suggests that
occupation of the interior of Australia by Aboriginal peoples during the harsh climatic regime of the last
glacial maximum between 30, and 18, years ago was highly dynamic , and all arid landscapes were
permanently occupied only roughly 10, years ago. The dingo , a type of wild dog, appeared in Australia only
5, to 3, years ago, which postdates the time that Aboriginal people began hafting small stone implements into
composite tools some 8, years ago. Whereas the dingo was introduced from Southeast Asia, the small
implements appear to be independent inventions from within Australia. Within the past 1,â€”3, years, other
important changes occurred at the general continental level: There is evidence for complex social behaviours
much earlier, however, including cremation before 40, years ago, personal ornamentation shell beads by 30,
years ago, and long-distance trade in objects before 10, years ago. It has not yet been ascertained whether there
were single or multiple waves of migration into Australia, although recent genetic evidence indicates multiple
donor groups, whether from a single heterogeneous migration or multiple waves. While there is no doubt that
only anatomically modern humans Homo sapiens sapiens have ever occupied Australia, skulls found in the
southeast suggest to some the existence of two distinct physical types. However, most now accept that there
was a wide range of variation in pre-European populations. It has also been argued that one group on the
Murray River practiced a form of cosmetic cranial deformation that led to their different appearance. Some
have posited that Aboriginal cultures have one of the longest deep-time chronologies of any groups on Earth.
Traditional sociocultural patterns By the time of European settlement in , Aboriginal peoples had occupied and
utilized the entire continent and adapted successfully to a large range of ecological and climatic conditions,
from wet temperate and tropical rainforests to extremely arid deserts. Population densities ranged from
roughly 1 to 8 square miles 2. Estimates of Aboriginal population vary from , to more than 1,, More than
different Aboriginal languages were spoken and hundreds of dialects; see also Australian Aboriginal
languages , and most Aboriginal people were bilingual or multilingual. Both languages or dialects and groups
of people were associated with stretches of territory. Their members shared cultural features and interacted
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more with one another than with members of different groups. These groups were not, however, political or
economic entities, and, while language names may have been commonly used by groups as labels for one
another, individual and group identity was grounded in much more locally oriented affiliations and
memberships. There was no consciousness of a shared national identity. However, the worldview of
Aboriginal peoples tended to be expansive, with a perception of society as a community of common
understandings and behaviours shared well beyond the confines of the local group. The blurring of such
boundaries accords with strong cultural emphases on diffusion and the expansion of networks of relationships
through kinship, marriage alliance, exchange, and religious activities. Greater emphasis on maintaining
boundaries, together with higher levels of ethnocentrism and intergroup conflict, were more likely but not
invariably to be found in resource-rich areas with higher population densities. According to traditional
scholarship, Aboriginal people were hunter-gatherers who grew no crops and did not domesticate animals
apart from the dingo , so they were directly dependent on their natural environment. On the other hand, some
historians and archaeologists in the 21st century argued that Aboriginal people employed agricultural practices
that were far too sophisticated to be characterized as hunting and gathering. Nevertheless, the conventional
interpretation holds that the Aboriginal people, though nomadic , had a very strong sense of attachment to sites
and areas in their home territory, where most of their hunting and gathering was done. The need to balance
population with resources meant that most of the time people were dispersed into small food-gathering groups.
But several times a year, when food resources permitted, large gatherings would be organized, and much of
the social and religious business of the society would be transacted over a two- to three-week period of intense
social activity. This rhythm of aggregation and dispersal was fundamental, but over much of this dry continent
ecological factors made dispersal the predominant fact of life. Australian Aborigines at an event commonly
called a corroboree. This ceremony consists of much singing and dancing, activities by which they convey
their history in stories and reenactments of the Dreaming, a mythological period of time that had a beginning
but no foreseeable end, during which the natural environment was shaped and humanized by the actions of
mythic beings. It includes the creative era at the dawn of time, when mythic beings shaped the land and
populated it with flora, fauna, and human beings and left behind the rules for social life. After their physical
death and transformation into heavenly or earthly bodies, the indestructible creative beings withdrew from the
earth into the spiritual realm. As Aboriginal people understand it, the Dreaming beings retained control of all
power and fertility, which they would release automatically into the human realm as long as humans followed
their blueprint; this included the regular performance of rituals to ensure a continued flow of life-giving
power. Spirit beings were used as messengers to communicate with the living and to introduce new knowledge
into human society. Through dreams and other states of altered consciousness, the living could come into
contact with the spiritual realm and gain strength from it. Diverse features of the landscape provided tangible
proofs of the reality and world-creating powers of the Dreaming beings, and a rich complex of myths , dances,
rituals, and objects bound the human, spiritual, and physical realms together into a single cosmic order.
Despite the uncertainties involved in getting a living, Aboriginal people had a strong sense of self and a
religious confidence in their ability to cope with and control their physical and social world. Social groups and
categories Aboriginal society was the outcome of interplay between economic, ecological, social, and
religious forces. An appreciation of all these forces is essential to an adequate understanding of Aboriginal
social life. The adult males of the estate group were the principal guardians of its sacred sites and objects and
organized appropriate rituals to renew and sustain the land. Ownership of land was nontransferable; estate
group members held land in trust collectively by means of an unwritten charter deriving from the Dreaming.
In the interior deserts particularly, boundaries tended to be permeable, and a variety of cultural mechanisms
allowed bands to exploit the resources of their neighbours in hard times. The band , consisting of two or more
families, was the basic economic and face-to-face group i. Flexible in size and composition , it was the
land-utilizing group, highly mobile and able to respond quickly to altered ecological and social circumstances.
The individual family, or hearth group, was the fundamental social unit; each family generally cooked and
camped separately from other families in the band. The family could function self-sufficiently as an economic
unit, but Aboriginal people preferred the enhanced sociality made possible by traveling and living together in
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bands. In most of Australia people were also members of various kinds of social categories, based on a
division of the society into two moieties, four sections or semi-moieties, or eight subsections. People were
born into them and could not change membership. These categories, in addition to being useful as labels of
address and reference, indicated intermarrying divisions, were basic to the organization of many rituals, and
served as a useful guide in classifying distant kin and strangers. Also widespread, and interposed between the
level of the band and the wider society, were clans â€”that is, groups whose members claimed descent from a
common founding ancestor through either the male line patriclan or female line matriclan. Patriclans were the
more common form, and they played a very important social role in certain areas, such as northeast Arnhem
Land. Kinship , marriage, and the family The smooth operation of social life depended on obedience to
religious precepts and on the operation of kinship, which was the major force regulating interpersonal
behaviour. Kinship is a system of social relationships expressed in a biological idiom through terms such as
mother, son, and so on. All Aboriginal kinship systems were classificatory, that is, a limited number of terms
was extended to cover all known persons. Aboriginal people inhabited a universe of kin: A person thus
showed respect and deference to almost all kin of the first ascending generation i. These terms did not indicate
the emotional content of such relationships, however, and between close relatives the intensity of feeling was
bound to be greater see also kinship terminology. Kinship terms provided everyone with a ready-made guide
to expected behaviour, indicating, for example, the expectation of sexual familiarity, a joking relationship ,
restraint, or complete avoidance. Friendships and temperament led many to bend the rules, and at times of
heightened emotion, as during conflicts, some broke them; however, repeated flouting of kinship conventions
brought censure , since it threatened the social structure. Children were not bound by such rules and did not
normally begin to observe them until early adolescence. Affines relatives by marriage were often classified
with consanguineal blood relatives, and certain terms indicated potential spouses or affines. Relationships
between actual brothers and sisters were often restricted and involved some form of avoidance. Marriage was
not simply a relationship between two persons. It linked two families or groups of kin, which, even before the
union was confirmed and most certainly afterward, had mutual obligations and responsibilities. Generally,
throughout Aboriginal Australia those who received a wife had to make repayment either at the time of
marriage or at some future time. In the simplest form of reciprocity , men exchanged sisters, and women
brothers. Such exchanges took place between different moieties, clans, or families. Most kinship-and-marriage
systems provided for the possible replacement of spouses and for parent surrogates. Infant betrothal was
common. In some Aboriginal societies parents of marriageable girls played one man against another, although
this was always a potentially dangerous game. Also, there might be a considerable age discrepancy between
the members of an affianced pair. Generally, a long-standing betrothal , cemented by gift giving and the
rendering of services, had a good chance of surviving and fostering a genuine attachment between a couple.
For a marriage to be recognized, it was usually enough that a couple should live together publicly and assume
certain responsibilities in relation to each other and toward their respective families, but it might be considered
binding only after a child was born. All persons were expected to marry. Elopement was often supported by
love magic, which emphasized romantic love, as well as by the oblique or direct approval of extramarital
relations. Although most men had only one wife at a time, polygyny was considered both legitimate and good.
The average number of wives in polygynous unions was 2 or 3. The maximum in the Great Sandy Desert was
5 or 6; among the Tiwi, 29; among the Yolngu, 20 to 25, with many men having 10 to In such circumstances,
women had a scarcity value. Having more than one wife was usually a matter of personal inclination, but
economic considerations were important; so were prestige and political advantage. Some women pressed their
husbands to take an additional wife or wives , since this meant more food coming into the family circle and
more help with child care. To terminate a marriage, a woman might try elopement. A man could bestow an
unsatisfactory wife on someone else or divorce her. A formal declaration or some symbolic gesture on his part
might be all that was necessary. In broad terms, a husband had more rights over his wife than she had over
him. But, taking into account the overall relations between men and women and their separate and
complementary arenas of activity in marriage and in other aspects of social living, women in Aboriginal
societies were not markedly oppressed. In some cases this was believed to occur through an action of a mythic
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being who might or might not be reincarnated in the child. Even when Aboriginal people acknowledged a
physical bond between parents and child, the most important issue for them was the spiritual heritage.
Weaning occurred at about two or three years of age but occasionally not until five or six for a youngest child.
Through observation of camp life and informal instruction, children built up knowledge of their social world,
learning through participation while becoming familiar with the natural environment. Children were also
constantly having kin identified to them by their elders and receiving detailed instructions about correct
kinship behaviours.
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