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Jul 17 Sacrament Talk: I think it turned out pretty well: Whether or not we have great grandparents who pulled
handcarts across the plains, whether we were born into the church or were baptized yesterday, as Latter-day
Saints, we all get to draw from this great well of pioneer devotion and sacrifice to fill our hearts. This is not
the only dispensation where pioneer stories have been helpful in strengthening the Saints. In Alma chapter 5 in
the Book of Mormon, the prophet Alma gives a great talk where he does the same thing. Then Alma reminds
them of the hardships faced by those previous generations who had founded their church, starting in verse 5: I
say unto you, they were in captivity, and again the Lord did deliver them out of bondage by the power of his
word; and we were brought into this land, and here we began to establish the church of God throughout this
land also. Just as Alma reminded the Nephites, our own ancestors in the church made great sacrifices to follow
their testimony of the truth of the restored gospel of Jesus Christ. Many were separated from family, many had
to leave their homes, and when they joined with the church, they faced nearly constant adversity, until they
had to leave all, and follow the prophet into the wilderness of the pioneer trail. Then, in verses 6 and 7, Alma
asks them the question that we ask ourselves and each other every July: And now behold, I say unto you, my
brethren, you that belong to this church, have you sufficiently retained in remembrance the captivity of your
fathers? Yea, and have you sufficiently retained in remembrance his mercy and long-suffering towards them?
And moreover, have ye sufficiently retained in remembrance that he has delivered their souls from hell?
Behold, he changed their hearts; yea, he awakened them out of a deep sleep, and they awoke unto God.
Behold, they were in the midst of darkness; nevertheless, their souls were illuminated by the light of the
everlasting word; yea, they were encircled about by the bands of death, and the chains of hell, and an
everlasting destruction did await them. Perhaps we could remember that the Lord blesses us physically and
spiritually, just as He has always saved those who love Him. It was the power of God that led the early Saints
in their trials with mobs and starting new lives in the church, and then guiding them across the wilderness, and
then still as they struggled to turn these deserts into a home. How do we find such great faith? How do we
keep it throughout our lives? The same chapter of the Book of Mormon we were discussing before, chapter 5,
verses , contains the answer. After Alma taught the Nephites about their own pioneer forefathers, he taught
them about the faith, both in the past and the present: And now I ask of you on what conditions are they
saved? Yea, what grounds had they to hope for salvation? What is the cause of their being loosed from the
bands of death, yea, and also the chains of hell? Behold, I can tell youâ€”did not my father Alma believe in the
words which were delivered by the mouth of Abinadi? And was he not a holy prophet? Did he not speak the
words of God, and my father Alma believe them? And according to his faith there was a mighty change
wrought in his heart. Behold I say unto you that this is all true. And behold, he preached the word unto your
fathers, and a mighty change was also wrought in their hearts, and they humbled themselves and put their trust
in the true and living God. And behold, they were faithful until the end; therefore they were saved. And there
it is. When we go to the words of the prophets, in scripture and in the church today, and strive to make those
teachings a part of who we are, we come nearer to our Savior and Redeemer and are blessed by Him. Doctrine
and Covenants And, finding there was greater happiness and peace and rest for me, I sought for the blessings
of the fathers, and the right whereunto I should be ordained to administer the same; having been myself a
follower of righteousness, desiring also to be one who possessed great knowledge, and to be a greater follower
of righteousness, and to possess a greater knowledge, and to be a father of many nations, a prince of peace,
and desiring to receive instructions, and to keep the commandments of God, I became a rightful heir, a High
Priest, holding the right belonging to the fathers. What did Abraham want in life? Happiness and peace and
rest. To have a great family and to keep the commandments. And what did Abraham do to find these
blessings? According to the same verse, he studied the gospel that his own spiritual ancestors had been given,
he lived righteously and exercised the priesthood. Ultimately, Abraham was given all the blessings he sought,
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just as we know the Lord wants to pour out great blessings upon us. The lives of all these pioneers testify to
the promise of the Lord found in Doctrine and Covenants Draw near unto me and I will draw near unto you;
seek me diligently and ye shall find me; ask, and ye shall receive; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. I
know that Jesus Christ lives and loves us and blesses us through His restored church and the gospel. I know
that He will save all of us as we love Him and serve Him, just as He has always done, for pioneers past,
present, and future, for God is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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As most are aware, the cold behind the system was record setting at some location, but regardless was cold
enough to do damage to some of the fall crops, most unfortunately. I saw some readings down into the single
digits, especially where there was decent snow cover. The snow was not unexpected either as I did mention
that too. However, unexpectedly there was light rain yesterday and last night across much of the high plains.
More on that later. In the meantime, here is the latest satellite image There are a couple of interesting and
possibly important features on this map. First, as I mentioned the rain that fell yesterday and last night had
been unexpected when I did the post on the 11th. It was a weak feature that was "left over" from the pattern
that brought the cold. I did not foresee this moving into the plains and providing support for precipitation.
Presently there is another weak system the X over central California. This could be one of those signals for
things to come this winter. Also on the satellite image is the red x on the southeast bottom right side of the
image above. This is yet another tropical system in the Pacific that will impact Texas as it moves north and
northeast as it weakens. Wow this flooding across central Texas has been unreal and these additional system
will extend and even worsen the flooding. Here is the precipitation outlook through the end of next week that
is provided by the Weather Prediction Center In general, it appears somewhat favorable going into the first
week of November with just a few minor rain events i. Again, just a wag. It depends on where the forcing for
the pattern is located and how much contribution each area is providing that is producing the pattern. Other
things will be considered too. But what is causing those outcomes? I disagree with it! Mild to me implies
warm with many days of golfing opportunities. But mild for winter might really mean above normal
temperatures compared to winter temperatures that are generally pretty cold. Really to have a good idea, I
would still need another weeks to watch this new pattern unfold. My initial gut feeling and thoughts is this
winter should be much snowier or maybe more freezing rain with temperatures at or below normal. I should
say snowier from October 1 through April As time gets into November, I should have a much better idea so
will fine tune or completely throw out that initial gut feeling.
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"Crossing the Plains with Custer", is a completely different, companion volume to the earlier book "Exploring With
Custer". This additional book follows the route of the Custer Expedition as it traveled from Ft. Lincoln (near Bismarck,
North Dakota) some miles to the Black Hills (in South Dakota), as well as the return route across the plains.

Share via Email The fiercest tornadoes to hit the United States for more than a decade left a huge trail of
death, devastation and damage across the central plains states of Oklahoma and Kansas yesterday. Thousands
of homes were turned into piles of shattered wood and glass as the tornadoes swept through the area. In some
areas, whole neighbourhoods looked as though they had been hit by bombs. Hundreds of residents evacuated
their houses after warnings were broadcast on Monday night. This made it difficult for the emergency services
to give an accurate account of casualties. The overall death toll was one of the worst from storms in the US
mainland since tornadoes killed 90 people in Ohio and Pennsylvania in Severe thunderstorms continued to hit
the area yesterday, hampering rescue and clean-up efforts. Tornado warnings were in force for parts of central
Oklahoma. Far to the north, in Kansas, a fellow fire chief added: One tornado was said to have stayed on the
ground for more than four hours, far more than the average lifetime of such storms, which rarely last more
than half an hour at full force. The largest storm formed approximately 45 miles to the south-west of
Oklahoma City and sliced a path more than half a mile wide. Local television stations carried live pictures of
the progress of the storms, giving viewers up-to-the-minute calculations of the likely routes across the state.
With power lines down and the area in darkness, and survivors hunting for loved ones and lost belongings, it
was a terrifying night. In the worst hit district in the community of Moore, survivors told of saving their lives
by sheltering in metal bath tubs covered by mattresses or bedclothes. God had all of us in this street in his
hands. Two of his companions in the mobile home were severely injured. In Oklahoma, the dead included 11
people in the Bridge Creek area, about 30 miles from Oklahoma City. In Kansas, the twisters were centred in
the Wichita area, where one storm tore across a mile stretch of the state, and was reported to be three miles
wide at times. The Kansas governor, Bill Graves, declared a state of emergency. Tornadoes kill an average of
80 people each year in the US, mainly in the spring months and predominantly in the plains states and the
south-east. Last year, a tornado killed 42 in Florida, and another storm killed 34 in Alabama. Around people
were killed by tornadoes which hammered eleven midwestern states in April
4: ~I'll Be Home On Christmas Day~ Elvis Presley
Across the plains of Tennessee I've seen and I've done 'most everything That a man can do or see But if I could only
borrow one dream from yesterday.

5: Sacrament Talk: Pioneer Faith Yesterday, Today, And Tomorrow | Gently Hew Stone
On the hills of Georgia Across the plains of Tennessee I've seen and I've done most everything That a man can do or
see But if I could only borrow one dream from yesterday.

6: Review for ACROSS THE PLAINS IN THE DONNER PARTY
Trove: Find and get Australian resources. Books, images, historic newspapers, maps, archives and more.

7: Crossing the Plains with Custer - Books by Paul Horsted
Meteorologist Domenica Davis looks at the damage done by a damaging bought of severe weather yesterday.

8: Snowstorm forces highway closures in Plains states - The Boston Globe
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Over 4 inches of rain were reported just northwest of Manhattan. That's a new record for Manhattan; the last time the
city saw near that amount of rain was in

9: Wedge Tornadoes, Hail, Severe Weather Slamming Central United States, Oklahoma, Kansas
However, unexpectedly there was light rain yesterday and last night across much of the high plains. This COULD be one
of the signals I'll be looking for as I make the outlook going into the next growing season.
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