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Print this Why Africana History? This condition started in the 15th and the 16th centuries with the beginning
of the slave trade system. The Europeans not only colonialized most of the world, they began to colonialize
information about the world and its people. In order to do this, they had to forget, or pretend to forget, all they
had previously known abut the Africans. They were not meeting them for the first time; there had been another
meeting during Greek and Roman times. At that time they complemented each other. The people and the
cultures of what is known as Africa are older than the word "Africa. The people now called Africans not only
influenced the Greeks and the Romans, they influenced the early world before there was a place called Europe.
When the early Europeans first met Africans, at the crossroads of history, it was a respectful meeting and the
Africans were not slaves. Their nations were old before Europe was born. In this period of history, what was
to be later known as "Africa" was an unknown place to the people who would someday be called, "Europeans.
After the rise and decline of Greek civilization and the Roman destruction of the city of Carthage, they made
the conquered territories into a province which they called Africa, a word derived from "afri" and the name of
a group of people about whom little is known. At first the word applied only to the Roman colonies in North
Africa. There has long been an attempt on the part of some European "scholars" to deny that Egypt was a part
of Africa. To do this they had to ignore the great masterpieces on Egyptian history written by European writers
such as, Ancient Egypt. Light of the World, Vols. The distorters of African history also had to ignore the fact
that the people of the ancient land which would later be called Egypt, never called their country by that name.
The ancient Hebrews called it Mizrain. Later the Moslem Arabs used the same term but later discarded it.
Thus the word we know as Egypt is of Greek Origin. Until recent times most Western scholars have been
reluctant to call attention to the fact that the Nile River is 4, miles long. It starts in the south, in the heart of
Africa, and flows to the north. Thus Egypt was a composite of many African cultures. This information is not
new. When rebel European scholars were saying this years ago, and proving it, they were not taken seriously.
It is unfortunate that so much of the history of Africa has been written by conquerors, foreigners, missionaries
and adventurers. The Egyptians left the best record of their history written by local writers. It was not until
near the end of the 18th century when a few European scholars learned to decipher their writing that this was
understood. The Greek traveler, Herodotus, was in Africa about B. His eyewitness account is still a revelation.
He witnessed African civilization in decline and partly in ruins, after many invasions. However, he could still
see the indications of the greatness that it had been. In this period in history, the Nile Valley civilization of
Africa had already brought forth two "Golden Ages" of achievement and had left its mark for all the world to
see. Slavery and colonialism strained, but did not completely break, the cultural umbilical cord between the
Africans in Africa and those who, by forced migration, now live in what is called the Western World. A small
group of African-American and Caribbean writers, teachers and preachers, collectively developed the basis of
what would be an African Consciousness movement over years ago. Their concern was with African, in
general, Egypt and Ethiopia, and what we now call the Nile Valley. In approaching this subject, I have given
preference to writers of African descent who are generally neglected. I maintain that the African is the final
authority on Africa. In this regard I have reconsidered the writings of W. Huggins, and his most outstanding
living student, John G. I have also re-read the manuscripts of some of the unpublished books of Charles C.
Seifert, especially manuscripts of his last completed book, Who Are The Ethiopians? Among Caribbean
scholars, like Charles C. Rogers from Jamaica is the best known and the most prolific. Over 50 years of his
life was devoted to documenting the role of African personalities in world history. Among the present-day
scholars writing about African history, culture and politics, Dr. I have drawn heavily on his research in the
preparation of this article. He belongs to the main cultural branch of the African world, having been born in
Ethiopia, growing to early manhood in the Caribbean Islands and having lived in the African-American
community of the United States for over 20 years. His major books on African history are: Black Man of the
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Nile, , Africa: Our own great historian, W. DuBois tells us, "Always Africa is giving us something new. On its
black bosom arose one of the earliest, if not the earliest, of self-protecting civilizations, and grew so mightily
that it still furnishes superlatives to thinking and speaking men. Out of its darker and more remote forest
vastness came, if we may credit many recent scientists, the first welding of iron, and we know that agriculture
and trade flourished there when Europe was a wilderness. DuBois tells us further that, "Nearly every human
empire that has arisen in the world, material and spiritual, has found some of its greatest crises on this
continent of Africa. It was through Africa that Christianity became the religion of the world. It was through
Africa that Islam came to play its great role of conqueror and civilizer. Egypt gave birth to what later would
become known as "Western Civilization," long before the greatness of Greece and Rome. This is a part of the
African story, and in the distance it is a part of the African-American story. It is difficult for depressed
African-Americans to know that they are a part of the larger story of the history of the world. The history of
the modern world was made, in the main, by what was taken from African people. Europeans emerged from
what they call their "Middle-Ages," people-poor, land-poor and resources-poor. And to a great extent,
culture-poor. They raided and raped the cultures of the world, mostly Africa, and filled their homes and
museums with treasures, then they called the people primitive. The Europeans did not understand the cultures
of non-Western people then; they do not understand them now. History, I have often said, is a clock that
people use to tell their political time of day. It is also a compass that people use to find themselves on the map
of human geography. History tells a people where they have been and what they have been. It also tells a
people where they are and what they are. Most importantly, history tells a people where they still must go and
what they still must be. There is no way to go directly to the history of African-Americans without taking a
broader view of African world history. In his book, Tom-Tom, the writer John W. Vandercook makes this
meaningful statement: A race is like a man. Until it uses its own talents, takes pride in its own history, and
loves its own memories, it can never fulfill itself completely. The phrase African-American or
African-American History Month, taken at face value and without serious thought, appears to be incongruous.
Why is there a need for an African-American History Month when there is no similar month for the other
minority groups in the United States. The history of the United States, in total, consists of the collective
histories of minority groups. The African- Americans are the least integrated and the most neglected of these
groups in the historical interpretation of the American experience. This neglect has made African-American
History Month a necessity. Most of the large ethnic groups in the United States have had, and still have, their
historical associations. Wesley tells us that, "Historical societies were organized in the United States with the
special purpose in view of preserving and maintaining the heritage of the American nation. For
African-Americans, Carter G. The acceptance of the facts of African-American history and the
African-American historian as a legitimate part of the academic community did not come easily. Slavery
ended and left its false images of Black people intact. Theoretically, these men found it hard to imagine a
society where Negroes were of equal status to whites. Thomas Jefferson, third President of the United States,
who was far more liberal than the run of his contemporaries, was never the less certain that "the two races,
equally free, cannot live in the same government. This preface is essential to every meaningful discussion of
the role of the African-American in every aspect of American life, past and present. I want to make it clear
that the Black race did not come to the United States culturally empty-handed. The role and importance of
ethnic history is in how well it teaches a people to use their own talents, take pride in their own history and
love their own memories. In order to fulfill themselves completely, in all of their honorable endeavors it is
important that the teacher of history of the Black race find a definition of the subject, and a frame of reference
that can be understood by students who have no prior knowledge of the subject. Heritage, in essence, is how a
people have used their talent to created a history that gives them memories that they can respect, and use to
command the respect of other people. History is a clock that people use to tell their time of day. It is a
compass that they use to find themselves on the map of human geography. It also tells them where they are,
and what they are. Most importantly, an understanding of history tells a people where they still must go, and
what they still must be. Early white American historians did not accord African people anywhere a respectful
place in their commentaries on the history of man. Benjamin Quarks observed that "as early as this desire to
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bring to public attention the untapped material on the Negro prompted George Washington Williams to
publish his two-volume History of The Negro Race in America from to The first formally trained
African-American historian was W.
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ANNOTATIONS AFRICA: ITS PEOPLES AND THEIR CULTURE HISTORY1 Professor Murdock's book makes two
major contributions to knowledge about African peoples. It provides, in the.

In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content: A History of the Region and Its Peoples. University
of Chicago Press, Writing a comprehensive and accessible account of more than five hundred years of
Caribbean history is no easy task. Completing such a project by weaving together thirty-nine essays by forty
different experts in Caribbean studies including historians, anthropologists, geographers, political scientists,
and sociologists is even more difficult to do well. Scarano, the editors of The Caribbean: A History of the
Region and Its Peoples, should be commended for doing so successfully. In covering the history of the
Caribbean from pre-Columbian times to the present, the editors and their contributors present a number of
important concepts with two main arguments standing out. First, the Caribbean was and is an important site of
destruction and creation in both a material and a cultural sense. Slavery was a destructive force that ripped
people away from their homes and cultures and worked many to death, but it also allowed Europeans to
produce unprecedented amounts of wealth through sugar and other commodities. Out of the dislocation and
destruction caused by colonialism and plantation society emerged new cultural formations. As this book
makes evident, a process of creolization i. Indigenous and African traditions especially the latter merged with
European ways to create vibrant creole Caribbean cultures in terms of language, religion, social relationships,
farming techniques, food, and more. During the long nineteenth century, Asians migrated to this region, as did
a new wave of Europeans particularly Spaniards to Cuba , both [End Page ] of whom further contributed to the
creation of hybrid cultures in the Caribbean. The cultures of different societies have constantly come into
contact with each other and changed through these interactions, but the Caribbean was particularly a hotbed of
cultural blending and new cultural formation. The second main argument is that the Caribbean has played a
crucial role in world history and processes of globalization. The book makes this clear in a number of ways.
The Haitian Revolution had reverberations throughout the Americas and in Europe, inspiring some and
terrifying others. Caribbean colonial slave societies and plantation agriculture especially sugar which
originated in the Old World allowed European nations to gain massive amounts of wealth and have the capital
and markets needed for industrialization and modernization. Abolitionism linked transnational actors. The
islands of the Caribbean became important sites of competition among European powers in their battles over
the balance of power in Europe. The region loomed large in the U. During the twentieth century, the
Caribbean may have seemed to have lost much of its global importance, but in reality it continued to play an
important role in world developments, particularly through the impact of Garveyism, the Cuban Revolution,
and the large-scale migration of many residents of the region to the United States, Canada, and Europe. Slaves
succeeded in destroying the institution of slavery in St. You are not currently authenticated. View freely
available titles:
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Bring fact-checked results to the top of your browser search. People Africa is now widely recognized as the
birthplace of the Hominidae , the taxonomic family to which modern humans belong. Archaeological evidence
indicates that the continent has been inhabited by humans and their forebears for some 4,, years or more.
Anatomically modern humans are believed to have appeared as early as , years ago in the eastern region of
sub-Saharan Africa. Somewhat later those early humans spread into northern Africa and the Middle East and,
ultimately, to the rest of the world. As a consequence, the cultures and the physical variations of the peoples
reflect adaptation to both hot, dry climates and hot, wet climates. Dark skin is the dominant characteristic of
indigenous African peoples, but skin colour is not uniform. Skin colour shows a clinal variation from a light or
tan colour in the northern fringe of the continent, which has a Mediterranean climate , to very dark skin in
certain Sudanic regions in western and East Africa, where radiation from the Sun has been most intense.
Africa has the most physically varied populations in the world, from the tallest peoples to the shortest; body
form and facial and other morphological features also vary widely. It is the continent with the greatest human
genetic variation, reflecting its evolutionary role as the source of all human DNA. Throughout human history
there have been movements of peoples see human migration within, into, and out of Africa along its northern
coasts, across the Sinai Peninsula , along the Red Sea , and especially in the Horn of Africa and coastal areas
as far south as Southern Africa. North Africa from the Strait of Gibraltar to the Nile River delta has been the
site of conquests and movements of peoples for thousands of years. Along the east coast, trading cities arose
and fell, cities that had overseas contacts during the past two millennia with peoples of southern Arabia and as
far east as India and Indonesia. Internal movements during that time contributed to the heterogeneity and
complexity of native African societies. The greatest movement of peoples out of the continent was a result of
the Atlantic slave trade that lasted from the 16th to the 19th century and involved the transport of an estimated
10,, people to the New World. Such a loss of people, together with the devastating warfare and raiding
associated with it, was the major cause of the subsequent weakness and decline of African societies. Dutch
settlers first arrived in South Africa in ; their descendants now constitute the main Afrikaner, or Boer ,
population. Attendant, but unassociated, with the scramble, French and Italian settlers also established new
communities in North Africa and, to some extent, western Africa. Much earlier, in several waves of migrations
beginning in the 7th century, Arabs spread across northern Africa and, to a lesser extent, into western Africa,
bringing a new religion Islam and a new language Arabic , along with some new cultural and political
institutions. They also spread Islam southward along the east coast, largely through trading and kinship
relationships. The colonial era began to disintegrate in the s. Culture areas Although the precise number is
unknown, there are several thousand different societies or ethnic groups in Africa. They are identified by their
recognition of a common culture , language, religion, and history. But in some areas the boundaries among
ethnic groups and communities villages, towns, farm areas may not always be clear to the outsider. Most
Africans speak more than one language, and frequent migrations and interactions, including intermarriage,
with other peoples have often blurred ethnic distinctions. There are an estimated to 1, different languages, but
many distinct political units share a common or similar language as among the Yoruba , Hausa , and Swahili
-speaking peoples. Ethnic cultural identities in modern times have often been heightened, exacerbated , or
muted for political reasons. In their attempts to comprehend such a huge heterogeneous continent, scholars
have often tried to divide it into culture areas that represent important geographical and ecological
circumstances. Those areas reflect differences in the cultural adaptation of traditional societies to varying
natural habitats. For the purposes of this discussion, the principal regions are northern, western, west-central,
eastern, and Central and Southern Africa; Madagascar is also included. Northern Africa Africa north of the
Sahara is differentiated from the rest of the continent by its Mediterranean climate and by its long history of
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political and cultural contacts with peoples outside of Africa. It is physically separated from the rest of the
continent by the Atlas Mountains and is inhabited primarily by peoples who speak languages that belong to
the Afro-Asiatic group. The Berbers are most numerous in Morocco and least in Tunisia, where, as a result of
culture contact and intermarriage, they have become largely assimilated with Arabs , who speak a Semitic
language. The Arabs migrated into North Africa from Arabia in a number of waves; the first of those waves
occurred in the 7th century ce. The distinctive nature of Maghrebian , or western Arab, culture resulted from
that admixture. In the Sahara such Arab peoples as the Shuwa live side by side with such Berber peoples as the
Tuareg. See also Islamic world. It can be divided into two zones, the Sudanic savanna and the Guinea Coast.
The savanna area stretches for some 3, miles 4, km east to west along the southern Saharan borderland. Its
vegetation consists of extensive grasslands and few forests, and little rain falls there. The savanna supports
pastoralism and horticultural economies dependent on grain. In contrast, the Guinea Coast experiences heavy
rainfall and is characterized by hardwood tropical forests and dense foliage. It produces primarily root crops
various yams. Malinke villageMalinke village near Tambacounda, Senegal. Throughout the region live the
many groups of the Fulani , a cattle-keeping Muslim people who either have conquered indigenous peoples
such as the numerous Hausa or live in a symbiotic relationship with agricultural peoples. Many of the
kingdoms are successor states to those of Ghana and Mali. The larger societies in the coastal zone are also
mostly kingdoms. In Nigeria are the Igbo and Ibibio , organized into many autonomous polities; the Tiv ; the
Edo ; and the several powerful kingdoms of the Yoruba. West-central Africa West-central Africa may be
considered as an eastern extension of western Africa: The Congo area, in the centre of the continent, is an
extension of the wet forestlands of the Guinea Coast; it extends to the lacustrine area of eastern Africa. That
region is the largest area of secondary tropical forest in the world; only South America has more primary i.
The vast majority of peoples speak related languages of the Bantu family. The Bambuti Pygmy peoples live in
the eastern forests, and smaller groups of Pygmy peoples live in the western forests of Gabon. The Efe are one
of the Bambuti Pygmy peoples of west-central Africa. Bailey Eastern Africa Eastern Africa can also be
divided into several regions. In the east is the arid Somali desert. The coastal area extends from Kenya to
Southern Africa, where numerous trading cities arose beginning in the 10th century. The region, particularly
the areas of the East African lakesâ€” Victoria , Albert , Tanganyika , and Nyasa Malawi â€”contains some of
the most fertile land in Africa, and during the colonial period it attracted settlers from Europe and Asia. Vast
areas of savanna support pastoralists and peoples with mixed economies. Maasai menMaasai men in
traditional attire, Kenya, East Africa. In Ethiopia also are the Amhara , Tigre , and others who speak Semitic
languages. Most of the remaining peoples of the region are Bantu speakers who, although they vary widely in
other ways, are all subsistence farmers. In the highlands of Kenya are the Kikuyu , Luhya , and others. On the
coast are the various Swahili-speaking tribes, while in Tanzania are the Bantu-speaking Chaga Chagga ,
Nyamwezi , Sukuma , and many more. There are also remnants of other groups: And on the coast are the
remnants of the once politically powerful Arabs, formerly based on the island of Zanzibar. Central and
Southern Africa Central and Southern Africa may be considered as a single large culture area. Most of it
consists of open and dry savanna grasslands: SanTwo San men in Botswana demonstrating the traditional
method of starting a fire. Ian Sewell The region was once populated by Khoisan -speaking peoples. The San
are today restricted to the arid areas of southwestern Africa and Botswana , and most of the Khoekhoe are
found in the Cape region of South Africa. The other indigenous groups are all Bantu-speaking peoples,
originally from the area of Cameroon, who dispersed across the region some 2, years ago. The vanguard,
known linguistically as the Southern Bantu, drove the Khoekhoe and San before them and adopted some of the
typically Khoisan click sounds into their own languages. Over the past several hundred years, Bantu-speaking
people who had mixed economies with large numbers of cattle began massive movements, mostly northward.
A major cause of that displacement of peoples which together with a series of related wars is known as the
Mfecane was the search for new grazing lands. A number of conquests resulted in the establishment of the
states of the Zulu , Swazi , Tswana , Ndebele, Sotho , and others. Madagascar The island of Madagascar forms
a distinct culture area. The various Malagasy ethnic groups, of which the politically most important is the
Merina , are mainly of Indonesian origin, following migrations across the Indian Ocean probably during the
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5th and 6th centuries ce. Cultural patterns Languages The knowledge of most of the individual languages of
Africa is still very incomplete, but there are known to be in excess of 1, distinct languages. One of the more
recent attempts to classify all the African languages, prepared by the American linguist Joseph Greenberg , is
based on the principles of linguistic analysis used for Indo-European languages rather than on geographic,
ethnic, or other nonlinguistic criteria. The four main language families, or phyla, of the continent are now
considered to be Niger-Congo , Nilo-Saharan , Afro-Asiatic , and Khoisan. Niger-Congo is the most
widespread family and consists of nine branches: Those languages cover most of Central and Southern Africa;
they are found from Senegal to the Cape of Good Hope, with a geographically widespread extension due to
relatively recent migrations. Kordofanian includes subgroups all spoken within a small area of southern
Sudan. The most original point in that classification is the group called Benue-Congo , which linguistically
subsumes all the Bantu languages found dispersed over most of eastern, Central, and Southern Africa. That
dispersal is attributable to the rapid expansion of people from the area of the Bight of Benin from the
beginning of the 2nd millennium ce onward: The close linguistic similarity among the Bantu languages points
to the speed of that vast migration. Swahili , grammatically Bantu but with much Arabic in its vocabulary, is
widely used as a lingua franca in eastern Africa; as the language of the people of Zanzibar and the east coast, it
was spread by 19th-century Arab slavers in the hinterland as far as what is now the Democratic Republic of
the Congo. Fula, an Atlantic language of the Niger-Congo family, also is used as a lingua franca in West
Africa. The Nilo-Saharan family classification is perhaps the most controversialâ€”because of inadequate
researchâ€”and the family is the most scattered. It comprises languages spoken along the savanna zone south
of the Sahara from the middle Niger River to the Nile, with outlying groups among the pastoralists of eastern
Africa. It is found over much of northern Africa and eastward to the Horn of Africa. Arabic is both an official
and an unofficial language in states north of the Sahara, as well as in Sudan. In many other countries it is the
language of Islam. Amharic is one of the two principal languages of Ethiopia. Hausa also is spoken widely as
a lingua franca along the northern fringe of sub-Saharan western Africa, a wide area that encompasses many
ethnic and political boundaries. The Khoisan family comprises the languages of the aboriginal peoples of
Southern Africa, who now are limited largely to the arid parts of southwestern Africa, and perhaps of the
outlying Hadza and Sandawe peoples of northern Tanzania. The Austronesian language family is represented
by the various languages of Malagasy in Madagascar. There are many widespread trade languages and lingua
francas in addition to those mentioned above.
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Enjoy the Famous Daily Walking tall: From about four million years ago ape-like creatures walk upright on
two feet in this continent. Intermediate between apes and men, they have been named Australopithecus. Later,
some two million years ago, the first creatures to be classed as part of the human species evolve in Africa.
They develop a technology based on sharp tools of flint, introducing what has become known as the Stone
Age. About a million years ago humans explore northwards out of Africa, beginning the process by which
mankind has colonized the planet. During the later part of the old Stone Age see Divisions of the Stone Age ,
humans in Afica produce some of the earliest and most significant examples of prehistoric art. Paintings on
stone slabs, found in Namibia, date from nearly 30, years ago. Rock and cave paintings survive from widely
separated areas. They range from those of the San people, in southern Africa, to others dating from about BC
in what is now the Sahara. The Sahara is also the site of the earliest new Stone Age or neolithic culture to have
been discovered in Africa. It is a friendly landscape in which neolithic communities progress from hunting and
gathering into a partly settled way of life, with the herding of cattle. Their paintings show that dogs have been
domesticated and are sometimes used in the hunt - and that hunting methods include the pursuit of
hippopotamus from boats made of reeds. The paintings also suggest that these people wear woven materials as
well as animal skins. The remains from their settlements reveal that they are skilful potters. Around BC a
climatic change gradually turns the Sahara to a desert over the millennia it seems to have gone through a
succession of humid and dry periods. The change brings to an end the first settled culture of Africa. The
Sahara becomes the almost impenetrable barrier which throughout recorded history has separated the
Mediterranean coast and north Africa from the rest of the continent. There may perhaps be a link, in the
migration eastwards of the Sahara people, but archaeology has found no evidence of it. Similarly Ethiopia , the
other early civilization of northeast Africa, is most influenced by Arabia, just across the Red Sea. So these two
regions, Egypt and Ethiopia, flanked by desert to the west and equatorial jungle to the south, evolve at first in
isolation from the rest of Africa. But the development of maritime trade along the Mediterranean coast,
pioneered by the Phoenicians in the 8th century BC, does increasingly bring Egypt into a specifically north
African context. The people of sub-Saharan Africa: The main divisions of the Khoisan are the San often
referred to until recent times as Bushmen and the Khoikhoi similarly known until recently as Hottentots. But
the Africans who will eventually dominate most of sub-Saharan Africa are tribes from the north speaking
Bantu languages. The Bantu languages probably derive from the region of modern Nigeria and Cameroon.
This western area, bordering the Gulf of Guinea, is also the cradle of other early developments in African
history. Iron smelting is known here, as in other sites in a strip below the Sahara, by the middle of the 1st
millennium BC. And the fascinating but still mysterious Nok culture, lasting from the 5th century BC to the
2nd century AD, provides magnificent pottery figures which stand at the beginning of a recognizably African
sculptural tradition. Probably during the first millennium BC, tribes speaking Bantu languages begin to move
south. They gradually push ahead of them the Khoisan, in a process which will eventually make the Bantu
masters of nearly all the southern part of the continent. Meanwhile, in the regions immediately south of the
desert, the first great kingdoms of sub-Saharan Africa become established during the first millennium AD.
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