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1: The Fall of the Roman Empire [www.enganchecubano.com]
In fact, after the western part of the Roman Empire fell, the eastern half continued to exist as the Byzantine Empire for
hundreds of years. Therefore, the "fall of Rome" really refers only to the fall of the western half of the Empire.

Though Roman government in the form of the Byzantine Empire survived in the East for almost another
thousand years, so-called barbarian forces overran western Europe, spelling the end of an era. Within two
centuries after its purported "fall" in CEâ€”by the seventh century, that isâ€”Europe looked very different
from the days when the Romans were in charge. By virtually every measurable standard, Western Civilization
had relapsed severely. Trade had virtually disappeared, taking with it the European economy and the basis of
civilized life, and because most of the populace was by then mired in dismal squalor, unable to travel or attend
school, education and literacy were all but relics of the past. Thus, without any way for people to see their
situation from a larger geographical or historical perspective, a basic siege mentality gripped their world. On
the surface, the reason for all this seems fairly clear. The invasions of non-Roman outsiders had so badly
disrupted the region that, in the words of one modern historian, it was as if "Western Civilization went
camping for five hundred years. In outlining the peoples of the world for his contemporaries, an Arab
geographer of the day describes Europeans as having "large bodies, gross natures, harsh manners, and dull
intellects. The sequence of events leading up to such drastic changes, so precipitous a drop in quality of life, is
where we must begin as we seek the reasons for "why Rome fell. The Fourth and Fifth Centuries CE
Increasing pressure from peoples outside the Empire, the much maligned barbarians, had compelled the
Romans in later antiquity to let more and more foreigners inside their state. Since most of these spoke a
language based on Common Germanic , the Romans referred to them collectively as Germans, even though
they actually represented a wide array of nations and cultures. These newly adopted resident aliens were
assigned to work farms or were conscripted into the Roman army in numbers so large that the late Latin word
for "soldier" came to be barbarus "barbarian". And where these barbarians met resistance, they sneaked or
pushed their way inside the Empire, and in such a profusion that Rome was fast turning into a nation of
immigrants. Not that that was much of a change. Things had actually been that way for centuries, only by late
antiquity it was undeniable that, in spite of being called "Roman," the Empire was, in fact, a multicultural
enterprise. Furthermore, it had been ages since any emperor had even bothered to pretend his lineage could be
traced back to some ancestor who had arrived with Aeneas in Italy, an invented history which was beginning
to look rather silly when Spaniards and North Africans had been steering the Empire for centuries. The stark
truth was that by the fifth century CEâ€”and indeed for many years before thatâ€”a succession of dynamic and
capable foreigners coming from all ends of the Empire had kept Rome on its feet and these men were as
"Roman" as anyone born or bred in the capital. It was Dacian and Egyptian and Syrian and, most of all, ever
more German by the day. Thus, the sort of change which Rome had undergoneâ€”and was at the time still
undergoing which implies a certain trajectory into the futureâ€”was all too clear: Even if the Romans of Rome
still held the title to the Empire and affected superiority over the barbarians managing their domain, Roman
possession of the lands around the Mediterranean Sea was, for the most part, only on paper. This begs the
question, then, why so many foreigners livedâ€”and even more wanted to liveâ€”in Rome. Why did barbarians
in such numbers press to invade an empire in which they were treated as second-class citizens no matter how
hard they worked and collaborated? The answer is easy. The Roman Empire in that day was a far safer place
to live and offered much better accommodations than the wild world outside its borders. Toughened by
decades of crossing the Russian steppes on small ponies, these marauding Asiatic nomads spread terror far and
wide, developing a reputation for insurmountable ferocity. That led easily to exaggerated reports of their speed
and numbers. In all the history of the Huns, no Hun ever speaks to us in his own voice, because no Hun ever
wrote history. As a result, their reputation has suffered. Conquerors usually find it useful in maintaining their
dominion, to make at least some public declaration or justification of their conquest, some sort of excuse for
invading and conquering. And so, much like our Western ancestors, many historians run in terror just at the
sound of the name. By CE, the Ostrogoths had fallen completely in Hunnic hands, where they would be
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victimized and enslaved for nearly a century. The Visigoths, severed from their brethren but saved from the
brunt of the Mongol assault by the mere fact that they lived further west than the Ostrogoths, desperately
sought protection by appealing to Rome for asylum. There, they ran up against an impermeable shield of
customs stations at the Roman border, a veritable wall of imperial disdain which was by then standard policy
when barbarians began wailing and waving their hands. Thus squeezed between scorn and the spear, the
Visigoths panicked and not a few tried to push their way into Roman territory. Facing a surge of frantic
immigrants, the Roman Emperor Valens had little choice but to relent and let them in. Once inside the
boundaries of Rome, the Visigoths found safety but at the same time a new and in many ways more dangerous
foe. As new-comers to Roman civilization, they were ill-equipped to live in a state run on taxes and mired in
the complex language of legalities, and thus made easy prey for unscrupulous, greedy imperial bureaucrats
who cheated and abused them. Very quickly, the Visigoths found themselves bound in something heavier and
more constricting than chainsâ€”the gruesome coils of red tapeâ€”and they responded as any reasonable
barbarian would: Valens called out his army, a threat meant to intimate the Visigoths into returning to their
designated territory and tithe. But like the truant step-children they were, the barbarians remained disobedient.
Left with no other recourse but corporal punishment, Valens met the Visigoths in combat at the Battle of
Adrianople CE in northeastern Greece, and what happened was not only unexpected but unthinkable to any
Roman living then, or dead. Primed by the insults to their prideâ€”or because they were simply scared out of
their mindsâ€” the Visigoths defeated and massacred the Roman legions sent to keep them in their room.
Worse yet, Valens himself was killed in the course of the conflict. His successor, Theodosius I resorted to
standard Roman policy and pacified the Visigoths temporarily with handouts and promises. His young,
pampered, feeble-minded sons were suddenly thrust to the forefront of Roman politics, yet another disaster for
the Romans who could really have done without one at that juncture in history. Those children, Arcadius and
Honorius who were both still in their teens, were ill-prepared to hold real power. A confederation of Germanic
tribes, the Vandals, poured across the borderâ€”crossing the Rhine during the particularly cold winter of when
the river had frozen to an uncustomary depthâ€”and ranged freely about the every-day-less-Roman province
of Gaul. After a while, the Vandals settled in Spain. Germanic tribes seized the opportunity to occupy Britain,
particularly the Angles and the Saxons. Leaks were fast becoming floods. His mind poisoned by court intrigue
and the jealousy of rivals, Honorius struck a serious blow to his own cause by allowing the assassination of his
best general, a man named Stilicho, in So, with the Roman Emperor having done him the favor of eliminating
his best defense against them, Alaric and his Visigothic forces invaded Italy with brutal barbarian dispatch and
headed for the city of Rome itself. Panicking again, Honorius abandoned the capital, evading the Visigoths by
fleeing to another Roman city in Italy, Ravenna, where he watched and waited out their wrath from a safe
distance. In this infamous Visigothic Sack of Rome CE Alaric and his comrades plundered the city for three
days, a devastation which turned out to be actually less physical than psychological but, even so, a wound
which went deep into the heart of an already ailing state. At the same time, however, not everything went
wrong for the Romans. For one thing, Alaric died only a few months after leading his forces on Rome. This
left the Visigoths without competent leadership and, more important, still in search of a land they could settle
and call home. After some negotiations, the remnants of their army and people moved out of Italy to
southwestern Gaul, and later Spain where with the help of the Roman army they displaced the Vandals and
established a kingdom that would endure for nearly two centuries. While barbarian in origin, the Visigoths of
Spain quickly adopted Roman customs, the Latin language, and even the Christian religion, though in a
heretical variation called Arian Christianity or Arianism; see Section Although that later caused trouble
between the Visigoths and the orthodox Church in Rome, this late-ancient civilization laid the groundwork for
much of Medieval Spanish culture to follow, forging a unique synthesis of barbarian, Roman, Christian
andâ€”after CE when Islamic forces invaded Spainâ€”Moslem traditions. The Huns, Part 2 All this time, the
Huns were marching through and enslaving eastern Europe, inflicting their own brand of terror on the
barbarian tribes there. Oppressing peoples like the Ostrogoths had kept these Mongol nomads, by now only
distantly Asiatic, occupied for several decades. Empires like the Huns are run on conquest and collecting
tribute from terrified populaces. No doubt, the whip image appealed to him more than the moralizing part.
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Infuriated and apparently under-educated in military protocol, the Hunnic general took the loss as an insult, a
challenge of sorts, and wheeled south heading for Italy. The Romans in panic fled at his approach. In one of
the most remarkable moments in history CE , they actually did meet and speak, but only in private. In the
wake of their discussion, Attila wheeled about yet again, this time leaving Italy never to return. Shortly
thereafter, Attila died of uncertain causes. And, as has happened so often in history, where the Italians failed to
save their land, Italy itself rose to the challenge, shades of Greece and the Persian Wars! In this instance, the
Hunnic army contracted some type of epidemic during their brief stay on the Italian peninsula. This mystery
disease decimated their ranks, and soon after their departure they disappeared completely, from Europe and
history. As one modern writer notes, "They were not mourned. The Vandals Following their expulsion from
Spain at the hands of the Visigoths and Romans, the Vandals fled to the northwest corner of Africa modern
Morocco. Quite a few Christians living in this area were slain by the Vandals who ironically belonged to the
same faith but as Arian Christians were strongly opposed to those who swore allegiance to the Pope. Next,
moving to sea, the Vandals took up piracy and severely disrupted trade in the western Mediterranean.
Although Odovacar acted with little respect for formalitiesâ€”he removed the child from the throne and sent
him off to a monastery where he subsequently diedâ€”the usurper faced no real opposition, political or
military. The reality of the matter was that barbarian leaders like him had been the power behind the throne for
many years in Rome, and the German strongman did little more than end the pretense of non-barbarian control
of the Roman West. His move was, moreover, driven by economics as much as anything else. Despite the
travails of their Western counterparts, the Eastern emperorsâ€”by then, there were two Roman emperors, one
in Rome and one in Constantinopleâ€”continued to demand that the entire Empire pay taxes into a common
treasury. From there, few of these funds ever made their way back to the West where they were desperately
needed to defend the state and rebuild its infrastructure. In open defiance of this tradition, Odovacar began
keeping the monies he collected from those areas he governed. The luxury-loving emperors of the East were
incensed to find their outstretched hands empty and responded in a manner consistent with standard Roman
policy in the day. They hired barbarians to do their dirty work. In , Theodoric, the leader of the Ostrogoths
who had at last been liberated from Hunnic dominion, was commissioned to head west and dispatch Odovacar,
which he did in typically savage fashion. In the course of negotiating peace with his barbarian brother at a
banquet, Theodoric stabbed him to death. Now the lord of the land, Theodoric r. Roman Italy needed a caring
hand like his, and this barbarian proved the last ruler in antiquity to lend it such. Theodoric oversaw the repair
of Roman roads and aqueducts, and under his governance Italy witnessed a small-scale renaissance, sadly its
final breath of culture for much of the remaining millennium. A veritable paradox, capable of both treachery
and tenderness, he had been educated in Constantinople but remained essentially illiterate all his life.
Moreover, he had served in his youth as a hostage to the Eastern Romans and thus had learned the language of
those highly civilized bureaucrats. And like Odovacar, he was also a Christian and, although Arian, managed
to maintain good relations with the orthodox powers-that-be, not that he wanted to live among them. To this
day, however, his strained relations with his secretary Boethius, an orthodox Christian, dominate the accounts
of his regimeâ€”Theodoric ultimately had Boethius executedâ€”but the Ostrogothic king would be better
remembered for building a sound and effective government centered in Ravenna northeastern Italy on the
coast of the Adriatic Sea , where his tomb can still be seen. Cassiodorus quietly oversaw the copying of many
Classical manuscripts, which was an important contribution to the preservation of Greek and Roman literature
and thought during the Middle Ages. All in all, whether or not any of them knew itâ€”and quite a few
probably didâ€”these men were folding the tents of culture, packing its bags and quenching the fires of
scholarship. The West was readying itself for its Medieval "camping trip. Few of the suggestions have made
much of an impression. Many involve "invented histories" of some sort, speaking volumes about the answerer
and syllables about the issue. For instance, Rome did not fall because of the distractions pursuant to sexual
indulgence.
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2: 8 Reasons Why Rome Fell - HISTORY
The Fall of the Western Roman Empire (also called Fall of the Roman Empire or Fall of Rome) was the process of
decline in the Western Roman Empire in which the Empire failed to enforce its rule, and its vast territory was divided into
several successor polities.

At its peak, the Roman Empire held up to million people over a span of 1. Rome had conquered much of the
known world. The Empire built 50, miles of roads, as well as many aqueducts, amphitheatres, and other works
that are still in use today. Our alphabet, calendar, languages, literature, and architecture borrow much from the
Romans. How could such a powerful empire collapse? The Roman Economy Trade was vital to Rome. It was
trade that allowed a wide variety of goods to be imported into its borders: Trade generated vast wealth for the
citizens of Rome. However, the city of Rome itself had only 1 million people, and costs kept rising as the
empire became larger. Administrative, logistical, and military costs kept adding up, and the Empire found
creative new ways to pay for things. Along with other factors, this led to hyperinflation, a fractured economy,
localization of trade, heavy taxes, and a financial crisis that crippled Rome. Roman Debasement The major
silver coin used during the first years of the empire was the denarius. During the first days of the Empire, these
coins were of high purity, holding about 4. However, with a finite supply of silver and gold entering the
empire, Roman spending was limited by the amount of denarii that could be minted. This made financing the
pet-projects of emperors challenging. How was the newest war, thermae, palace, or circus to be paid for?
Roman officials found a way to work around this. With more coins in circulation, the government could spend
more. And so, the content of silver dropped over the years. Caracalla tried a different method of debasement.
However, it had only the weight of 1. Each coin was a bronze core with a thin coating of silver. The shine
quickly wore off to reveal the poor quality underneath. The Consequences The real effects of debasement took
time to materialize. Adding more coins of poorer quality into circulation did not help increase prosperity â€” it
just transferred wealth away from the people, and it meant that more coins were needed to pay for goods and
services. At times, there was runaway inflation in the empire. For example, soldiers demanded far higher
wages as the quality of coins diminished. By AD, when there was only 0. Only barbarian mercenaries were to
be paid in gold. The Effects With soaring logistical and admin costs and no precious metals left to plunder
from enemies, the Romans levied more and more taxes against the people to sustain the Empire. The economy
was paralyzed. By the end of the 3rd century, any trade that was left was mostly local, using inefficient barter
methods instead of any meaningful medium of exchange. The Collapse During the crisis of the 3rd century A.
D , there may have been more than 50 emperors. Most of these were murdered, assassinated, or killed in
battle. The empire was in a free-for-all, and it split into three separate states. Trade networks were
disintegrated and such activities became too dangerous. Barbarian invasions came in from every direction.
And so the Western Roman Empire would cease to exist by A. About the Money Project The Money Project
aims to use intuitive visualizations to explore ideas around the very concept of money itself. Founded in by
Visual Capitalist and Texas Precious Metals , the Money Project will look at the evolving nature of money,
and will try to answer the difficult questions that prevent us from truly understanding the role that money
plays in finance, investments, and accumulating wealth.
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3: Infographic: Currency and the Collapse of the Roman Empire
The phrase "the Fall of Rome" suggests some cataclysmic event ended the Roman Empire which had stretched from
the British Isles to Egypt and Iraq. But at the end, there was no straining at the gates, no barbarian horde that
dispatched the Roman Empire in one fell swoop. Rather, the Roman Empire fell.

The rise of the Eastern Empire The fate of Western Rome was partially sealed in the late third century, when
the Emperor Diocletian divided the Empire into two halvesâ€”the Western Empire seated in the city of Milan,
and the Eastern Empire in Byzantium, later known as Constantinople. The division made the empire more
easily governable in the short term, but over time the two halves drifted apart. East and West failed to
adequately work together to combat outside threats, and the two often squabbled over resources and military
aid. As the gulf widened, the largely Greek-speaking Eastern Empire grew in wealth while the Latin-speaking
West descended into economic crisis. Most importantly, the strength of the Eastern Empire served to divert
Barbarian invasions to the West. Emperors like Constantine ensured that the city of Constantinople was
fortified and well guarded, but Italy and the city of Romeâ€”which only had symbolic value for many in the
Eastâ€”were left vulnerable. The Western political structure would finally disintegrate in the fifth century, but
the Eastern Empire endured in some form for another thousand years before being overwhelmed by the
Ottoman Empire in the s. Overexpansion and military overspending At its height, the Roman Empire stretched
from the Atlantic Ocean all the way to the Euphrates River in the Middle East, but its grandeur may have also
been its downfall. With such a vast territory to govern, the empire faced an administrative and logistical
nightmare. Even with their excellent road systems, the Romans were unable to communicate quickly or
effectively enough to manage their holdings. Rome struggled to marshal enough troops and resources to
defend its frontiers from local rebellions and outside attacks, and by the second century the Emperor Hadrian
was forced to build his famous wall in Britain just to keep the enemy at bay. Being the Roman emperor had
always been a particularly dangerous job, but during the tumultuous second and third centuries it nearly
became a death sentence. Civil war thrust the empire into chaos, and more than 20 men took the throne in the
span of only 75 years, usually after the murder of their predecessor. The political rot also extended to the
Roman Senate, which failed to temper the excesses of the emperors due to its own widespread corruption and
incompetence. As the situation worsened, civic pride waned and many Roman citizens lost trust in their
leadership. When these Eurasian warriors rampaged through northern Europe, they drove many Germanic
tribes to the borders of the Roman Empire. The Romans grudgingly allowed members of the Visigoth tribe to
cross south of the Danube and into the safety of Roman territory, but they treated them with extreme cruelty.
According to the historian Ammianus Marcellinus, Roman officials even forced the starving Goths to trade
their children into slavery in exchange for dog meat. In brutalizing the Goths, the Romans created a dangerous
enemy within their own borders. When the oppression became too much to bear, the Goths rose up in revolt
and eventually routed a Roman army and killed the Eastern Emperor Valens during the Battle of Adrianople in
A. The shocked Romans negotiated a flimsy peace with the barbarians, but the truce unraveled in , when the
Goth King Alaric moved west and sacked Rome. The Edict of Milan legalized Christianity in , and it later
became the state religion in These decrees ended centuries of persecution, but they may have also eroded the
traditional Roman values system. Christianity displaced the polytheistic Roman religion, which viewed the
emperor as having a divine status, and also shifted focus away from the glory of the state and onto a sole deity.
Meanwhile, popes and other church leaders took an increased role in political affairs, further complicating
governance. The 18th-century historian Edward Gibbon was the most famous proponent of this theory, but his
take has since been widely criticized. While the spread of Christianity may have played a small role in curbing
Roman civic virtue, most scholars now argue that its influence paled in comparison to military, economic and
administrative factors. But during the decline, the makeup of the once mighty legions began to change. Unable
to recruit enough soldiers from the Roman citizenry, emperors like Diocletian and Constantine began hiring
foreign mercenaries to prop up their armies. In fact, many of the barbarians who sacked the city of Rome and
brought down the Western Empire had earned their military stripes while serving in the Roman legions.
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4: Fall of the Western Roman Empire - Wikipedia
The causes for the fall of the Roman Empire and effects on Society were varied. It is therefore easy to see that in order
to consider society after the fall of Rome requires us to consider a variety of aspects and viewpoints as well as over a
relatively long timeframe of several centuries, say from the 4th to the 7th century AD.

The empire was ruled by puppet emperors from onward until , when Odacar the Ostrogoth deposed the last
Emperor, Romulus Augustulus. This began what we call the "Age of Faith". The Bishop of Rome, who we
now call the Pope, began to assert authority over all the bishops and patriarchs in the Christian faith. Political
authority was weakest in the West, so the Pope began to gain real power. At the same time, governmental
positions were either taken by the invaders, so the only road open to men who wanted strong careers was in
the Christian Church. The number of capable people working in the church and not in government further
eroded governmental authority, and the church became the de facto authority in the West. There were still
cities in Italy, but it was broken up into city-states. The Iberian peninsula was conquered by the Islamic
Moors. Britain was overrun by the Anglo-Saxon tribes. Most of what are now France, Germany and Eastern
Europe were disunited. One tribe, the Merovingian Franks, began to unite the warring tribes. Clovis I
reconquered much of the old Roman Empire. The Christian church arranged his marriage to a Christian
Princess, and he converted. He then required that all citizens of his empire convert to Christianity. A serious
problem with absolute monarchy is that the strength and unity of the state depends entirely on the strength of
the monarch. The Roman Empire lasted for a long time, even with some terrible emperors, because the basic
strength of the empire lay in its laws, roads and Senate. The Merovingian Franks had no such organization,
and after Clovis the strength of the family waned. The Christian church grew stronger; most reading and
writing were conducted in monasteries, which were self-supporting religious communities where many went
to escape the turmoil of the time. The Benedictine order is a good example of someone from the gentry going
into religious life. Benedict, founder of the Order, came from a noble family, but elected to go into monastic
life. His "Rule", which sets down the guidelines for his order was adopted by many others and is still used in
many monasteries today. If you have time, I recommend reading it.
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5: BBC - History - Ancient History in depth: The Fall of Rome
1. Invasions by Barbarian tribes. The most straightforward theory for Western Rome's collapse pins the fall on a string of
military losses sustained against outside forces.

What does it mean by Rome fell from within? This statement mean that the problem or problems came from
within the empire bad government, infighting, crumbling infrastructure, etc. Also there were 8 emperors in the
1st years 29 in the last years. Rome was constantly at civil war with itself while trying to fight of the
"barbarians" whom it is really not appropriate to refer to as barbarians as they had control of Rome for the last
50 years or so through puppet emperors. Small businesses suffered when Romans began using slaves to supply
goods and services. Romans spent more money than they should have on entertainment and expensiveâ€¦
luxuries. Contagious diseases, brought to Rome by soldiers in the Roman legions, killed thousands. The
empire grew because of repeated attacks by Germanic peoples. ONe economic reason for why rome fell was
because of inflation. How did rome fell? This is a very complicated question. First off it depends on what your
definition is. The Western Roman Empire fell when Emperor Romulus Augustus was dethroned by the
barbariaâ€¦n king Odoacer in , but some sources claim it ended in with the death of the last de jure Emperor
Julius Nepos. The Eastern Roman Empire is even more uncertain. Some could say it ended when the crusaders
of the fourth crusade captured Constantinople and replaced the Byzantine Empire with the "Latin Empire" in
But the Byzantine Empire was restored in under the Palaiologoi, which most believe reinstated the Roman
Empire as well. After that Constantinople fell in to the Ottomans, which most believe was the true end of the
Roman Empire, though many "successor states" would claim the time of Roman Empire, until the last one, the
Empire of Trezibond, was destroyed in by the Ottomans. It should be stated that many later peoples would
claim "Last Roman Empire", such was the Russian Tsars, even though they have no real connection to the
Roman Empire itself. In the "emperor" Romulus Augustulus was 12 years old and deposed by the Ostrogoth
Odoacer, who then sent the royal regalia to Byzantium saying that the west had no more neâ€¦ed of an
emperor while R A retired to Sicily Was Romes military part of why Rome fell? Also, the soldiers grew
inefficient and inadequate without sufficiâ€¦ent wars to keep them in shape. Although it seems cynical, it is
true that the legions had lost their battle edge. What is the official year that rome fell? The western Roman
empire officially fell in AD. The eastern Roman empire officially fell in AD. The eastern Romanâ€¦ empire
officially fell in AD. Why is slide centered before moving to higher power on microscope? If the slide is not
centered before switching to high power, you would not be able to find the specimen because the viewing area
on high power is an extremely small fraction câ€¦ompared to the size of the slide. Also, the movements you
make while moving the slide are exaggerated greatly by the level of magnification supplied by the high power
lens.
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6: Ancient Rome for Kids: The Fall of Rome
In the post-Roman era, "Roman" meant an equally confusing myriad of definitions. In Spain and Gaul, it meant regional
aristocrat of ex-Roman areas. In Italy and to the Arabs it meant someone under the authority of the Byzantine Empire.

Historiography of the fall of the Western Roman Empire Since , when Edward Gibbon published the first
volume of his The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire , Decline and Fall has been the theme
around which much of the history of the Roman Empire has been structured. Timespan[ edit ] The Fall of the
Western Roman Empire was the process in which it failed to enforce its rule. The loss of centralized political
control over the West, and the lessened power of the East, are universally agreed, but the theme of decline has
been taken to cover a much wider time span than the hundred years from For Cassius Dio , the accession of
the emperor Commodus in CE marked the descent "from a kingdom of gold to one of rust and iron". Toynbee
and James Burke argue that the entire Imperial era was one of steady decay of institutions founded in
republican times, while Theodor Mommsen excluded the imperial period from his Nobel Prize-winning
History of Rome â€” As one convenient marker for the end, has been used since Gibbon, but other key dates
for the fall of the Roman Empire in the West include the Crisis of the Third Century , the Crossing of the
Rhine in or , the sack of Rome in , and the death of Julius Nepos in The story of its ruin is simple and
obvious; and, instead of inquiring why the Roman empire was destroyed, we should rather be surprised that it
had subsisted so long. The victorious legions, who, in distant wars, acquired the vices of strangers and
mercenaries, first oppressed the freedom of the republic, and afterwards violated the majesty of the purple.
The emperors, anxious for their personal safety and the public peace, were reduced to the base expedient of
corrupting the discipline which rendered them alike formidable to their sovereign and to the enemy; the vigour
of the military government was relaxed, and finally dissolved, by the partial institutions of Constantine; and
the Roman world was overwhelmed by a deluge of Barbarians. Comparison has also been made with China
after the end of the Han dynasty , which re-established unity under the Sui dynasty while the Mediterranean
world remained politically disunited. Alternative descriptions and labels[ edit ] Main article: Late Antiquity
From at least the time of Henri Pirenne scholars have described a continuity of Roman culture and political
legitimacy long after He challenged the notion that Germanic barbarians had caused the Western Roman
Empire to end, and he refused to equate the end of the Western Roman Empire with the end of the office of
emperor in Italy. He pointed out the essential continuity of the economy of the Roman Mediterranean even
after the barbarian invasions, and suggested that only the Muslim conquests represented a decisive break with
antiquity. The more recent formulation of a historical period characterized as " Late Antiquity " emphasizes
the transformations of ancient to medieval worlds within a cultural continuity. The Empire had large numbers
of trained, supplied, and disciplined soldiers, as well as a comprehensive civil administration based in thriving
cities with effective control over public finances. Among its literate elite it had ideological legitimacy as the
only worthwhile form of civilization and a cultural unity based on comprehensive familiarity with Greek and
Roman literature and rhetoric. The cursus honorum , a standardized series of military and civil posts organised
for ambitious aristocratic men, ensured that powerful noblemen became familiar with military and civil
command and administration. At a lower level within the army, connecting the aristocrats at the top with the
private soldiers, a large number of centurions were well-rewarded, literate, and responsible for training,
discipline, administration, and leadership in battle. Under a series of emperors who each adopted a mature and
capable successor , the Empire did not require civil wars to regulate the imperial succession. Requests could
be submitted directly to the better emperors, and the answers had the force of law, putting the imperial power
directly in touch with even humble subjects. Heavy mortality in â€” from the Antonine Plague seriously
impaired attempts to repel Germanic invaders, but the legions generally held or at least speedily re-instated the
borders of the Empire. Crisis of the Third Century The Empire suffered multiple serious crises during the third
century. The rising Sassanid Empire inflicted three crushing defeats on Roman field armies and remained a
potent threat for centuries. Rome abandoned the province of Dacia on the north of the Danube , and for a short
period the Empire split into a Gallic Empire in the West â€” , a Palmyrene Empire in the East â€” , and a
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central Roman rump state. Under Gallienus Emperor from to the senatorial aristocracy ceased joining the
ranks of the senior military commanders, its typical members lacking interest in military service and showing
incompetence at command. Diocletian tried to solve this problem by re-establishing an adoptive succession
with a senior Augustus and junior Caesar emperor in each half of the Empire, but this system of tetrarchy
broke down within one generation; the hereditary principle re-established itself with generally unfortunate
results, and thereafter civil war became again the main method of establishing new imperial regimes. Although
Constantine the Great in office to again re-united the Empire, towards the end of the fourth century the need
for division was generally accepted. From then on, the Empire existed in constant tension between the need for
two emperors and their mutual mistrust. Receptio of barbarians became widely practiced: In this way many
groups provided unfree workers coloni for Roman landowners, and recruits laeti for the Roman army.
Sometimes their leaders became officers. Normally the Romans managed the process carefully, with sufficient
military force on hand to ensure compliance, and cultural assimilation followed over the next generation or
two. Under Diocletian, the flow of direct requests to the emperor rapidly reduced and soon ceased altogether.
No other form of direct access replaced them, and the emperor received only information filtered through his
courtiers. One scholar identifies a great increase in the purchasing power of gold, two and a half fold from to
the later fourth century, which may be an index of growing economic inequality between a gold-rich elite and
a cash-poor peasantry. Abuse of power, frontier warfare, and rise of Christianity[ edit ] Further information:
History of late ancient Christianity In Constantine I declared official toleration of Christianity , followed over
the ensuing decades by establishment of Christian orthodoxy and by official and private action against pagans
and non-orthodox Christians. His successors generally continued this process, and Christianity became the
religion of any ambitious civil official. Under Constantine the cities lost their revenue from local taxes, and
under Constantius II r. By , after decades of pirate attacks, virtually all villas in Armorica were deserted, and
local use of money ceased about Julian with the beard appropriate to a Neoplatonic philosopher. All Christian
sects were officially tolerated by Julian, persecution of heretics was forbidden, and non-Christian religions
were encouraged. Some Christians continued to destroy temples, disrupt rituals, and break sacred images,
seeking martyrdom and at times achieving it at the hands of non-Christian mobs or secular authorities; some
pagans attacked the Christians who had previously been involved with the destruction of temples. He launched
an expensive campaign against the Persians, [36] which ended in defeat and his own death. He succeeded in
marching to the Sassanid capital of Ctesiphon, but lacked adequate supplies for an assault. He burned his boats
and supplies to show resolve in continuing operations, but the Sassanids began a war of attrition by burning
crops. Finding himself cut off in enemy territory, he began a land retreat during which he was mortally
wounded. His successor Jovian , acclaimed by a demoralized army, began his brief reign â€” trapped in
Mesopotamia without supplies. To purchase safe passage home, he had to concede areas of northern
Mesopotamia and Kurdistan , including the strategically important fortress of Nisibis, which had been Roman
since before the Peace of Nisibis in The brothers Valens r. Valentinian in the West refused to intervene in
religious controversy; in the East, Valens had to deal with Christians who did not conform to his ideas of
orthodoxy, and persecution formed part of his response. Pagan rituals and buildings had not been cheap either;
the move to Christianity may not have had significant effects on the public finances. His successors in the
West were children, his sons Gratian r. Gratian, "alien from the art of government both by temperament and
by training" removed the Altar of Victory from the Senate House , and he rejected the pagan title of Pontifex
Maximus. They were exploited by corrupt officials rather than effectively resettled, and they took up arms,
joined by more Goths and by some Alans and Huns. Valens was in Asia with his main field army, preparing
for an assault on the Persians, and redirecting the army and its logistic support would have required time. All
of the Balkan provinces were thus exposed to raiding, without effective response from the remaining garrisons
who were "more easily slaughtered than sheep". During the next four years, he partially re-established the
Roman position in the East. In contrast, during the Cimbrian War , the Roman Republic , controlling a smaller
area than the western Empire, had been able to reconstitute large regular armies of citizens after greater
defeats than Adrianople, and it ended that war with the near-extermination of the invading barbarian
supergroups, each recorded as having more than , warriors with allowances for the usual exaggeration of
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numbers by ancient authors. From the foundation of the city till the reign of the Emperor Gratian, the foot
wore cuirasses and helmets. But negligence and sloth having by degrees introduced a total relaxation of
discipline, the soldiers began to think their armor too heavy, as they seldom put it on. They first requested
leave from the Emperor to lay aside the cuirass and afterwards the helmet. In consequence of this, our troops
in their engagements with the Goths were often overwhelmed with their showers of arrows. Nor was the
necessity of obliging the infantry to resume their cuirasses and helmets discovered, notwithstanding such
repeated defeats, which brought on the destruction of so many great cities. Troops, defenseless and exposed to
all the weapons of the enemy, are more disposed to fly than fight. What can be expected from a foot-archer
without cuirass or helmet, who cannot hold at once his bow and shield; or from the ensigns whose bodies are
naked, and who cannot at the same time carry a shield and the colors? The foot soldier finds the weight of a
cuirass and even of a helmet intolerable. This is because he is so seldom exercised and rarely puts them on.
The business of subduing barbarian warbands also demanded substantial gifts of precious metal. In he forbade
even private honor to the gods , and pagan rituals such as the Olympic Games. He either ordered or connived
at the widespread destruction of sacred buildings. His troops killed Gratian and he was accepted as Augustus
in the Gallic provinces, where he was responsible for the first official executions of Christian heretics.
Maximus boasted to Ambrose of the numbers of barbarians in his forces, and hordes of Goths, Huns, and
Alans followed Theodosius. There were heavy troop losses on both sides of the conflict. Valentinian quarreled
in public with Arbogast, failed to assert any authority, and died, either by suicide or by murder, at the age of
Arbogast and Theodosius failed to come to terms and Arbogast nominated an imperial official, Eugenius r.
Eugenius made some modest attempts to win pagan support, [77] and with Arbogast led a large army to fight
another destructive civil war. They were defeated and killed at the Battle of the Frigidus , which was attended
by further heavy losses especially among the Gothic federates of Theodosius. The north-eastern approaches to
Italy were never effectively garrisoned again. He also claimed control over Arcadius in Constantinople, but
Rufinus , magister officiorum on the spot, had already established his own power there. Henceforward the
Empire was not under the control of one man, until much of the West had been permanently lost. Military,
financial, and political ineffectiveness: Local defence was occasionally effective, but was often associated
with withdrawal from central control and taxes; in many areas, barbarians under Roman authority attacked
culturally-Roman " Bagaudae ". The rich senatorial aristocrats in Rome itself became increasingly influential
during the fifth century; they supported armed strength in theory, but did not wish to pay for it or to offer their
own workers as army recruits. Alaric was disappointed in his hopes for promotion to magister militum after
the battle of the Frigidus. He again led Gothic tribesmen in arms and established himself as an independent
power, burning the countryside as far as the walls of Constantinople. They showed no inclination to leave the
Empire and face the Huns from whom they had fled in ; indeed the Huns were still stirring up further
migrations which often ended by attacking Rome in turn. Stilicho was forced to send some of his Eastern
forces home. On arrival, Gainas murdered Rufinus, and was appointed magister militum for Thrace by
Eutropius , the new supreme minister and the only eunuch consul of Rome, who controlled Arcadius "as if he
were a sheep". During the next year, , Eutropius personally led his troops to victory over some Huns who were
marauding in Asia Minor. With his position thus strengthened he declared Stilicho a public enemy, and he
established Alaric as magister militum per Illyricum. A poem by Synesius advises the emperor to display
manliness and remove a "skin-clad savage" probably Alaric from the councils of power and his barbarians
from the Roman army. We do not know if Arcadius ever became aware of the existence of this advice, but it
had no recorded effect. In , Stilicho sent his last reserves, a few thousand men, to re-take the Diocese of
Africa, and he strengthened his position further when he married his daughter Maria to Honorius. Throughout
this period Stilicho, and all other generals, were desperately short of recruits and supplies for them. An ivory
diptych , thought to depict Stilicho right with his wife Serena and son Eucherius, ca. Some Goths at least built
rafts and tried to cross the strip of sea that separates Asia from Europe; the Roman navy slaughtered them.
Stilicho returned as soon as the passes had cleared, meeting Alaric in two battles near Pollentia and Verona
without decisive results.
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7: Section 8: The Fall of Rome: Facts and Fictions
After the fall of the Western Roman empire, Rome was in ruins, having been sacked by first the Visigoths and then the
Vandals within the space of 45 years. The.

What was the fall of Rome in ? There are enough problems with this date that it can only be considered a
convenient label where no other is much better. These include the following: Romulus Augustulus had never
been recognized as emperor by Zeno, the Emperor of the East, as was required for him to be emperor. This
meant that there was good reason to regard him as a usurper. He was, in fact, a puppet of his father, who was
not legally qualified to be emperor and so attempted to put Romulus on the throne instead. He also never
ruled, as he was too young to rule, and was deposed in less than a year, so he could hardly be considered to
have successfully acquired the title. Emperor Julius Nepos, who had been emperor before Romulus, had been
recognized as such and was clearly legally emperor. He had left Italy because of rebellions there, but he was
still alive, and still claiming to be emperor of the West, until So the event called the fall of the empire was
legalistically considered reunification at the time. The Senate of the Roman Empire continued to function in
Italy until AD, and possibly later, so clearly the government of Rome was still functioning for at least years
after it supposedly fell. With some exceptions, the people of the West Roman Empire still considered
themselves to be within the Roman Empire. Roman law continued to function in many parts of the West until
it was unified with Germanic laws. This was a process that took centuries. The Byzantine Empire, which was
the East Roman Empire, technically reunited with the West, continued to operate until , when it was destroyed
by the Ottoman Turks. During this time it was always called the Roman Empire. The name Byzantine Empire
did not appear until long after it fell, and was used because it was a convenient way of distinguishing it from
the ancient Roman Empire, the Carolingian Empire, and the Holy Roman Empire, all of which were called the
Roman Empire by at least someone. There seems to be a consensus today that the fall of the Roman Empire
was a process, rather than event, and that it took a very long time, decades to centuries. There is a link to a
related question below, at which there is a timeline for the decline and fall of Rome. There are also other links.
Why did Rome fall? The term the fall of Rome refers to the fall of the western part ofthe Roman Empire,
rather than the city itself, which was neverconquered. This was a process which took several decades. The
process wasdetermined by several factors. It was precipitated by the invasionsby the Germanic peoples the
Vandals, the Sueves and the Alans who were Iranian speakers who invaded the empire and took
overnorth-western Africa and part of Spain, the Alemanni who took overSwitzerland and northwester France
and the Burgundians who settledin east France. The loss of the agricultural rich territory inAfrica lead to a
significant loss in revenue for the Romangovernment. The Visigoths, another Germanic people, who had been
allowed tosettle in the eastern part of the Roman Empire and then moved tosouthwestern France, took
advantage of the situation to take overHispania Spain and Portugal. The Romans lost political unity. There
were usurpations andinfighting which made it difficult to respond to the invasionseffectively. There was also a
failure by the combined fleet of thewestern and eastern part of the Roman Empire to dislodge theVandals from
Africa. It ended in disaster and was very costly. The Roman army became reliant on Germanic soldiers and
two Germaniccommanders-in chief of the Roman army installed puppet emperors three by Ricimer, one by
Gundobad and one by Orestes. Amidst thispolitical instability, the reign of the last emperors was short.
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8: Where did the center power move after rome fell
After the fall of Rome In Western Europe, the period from about AD is often called the Dark Ages.

This older name of the city would rarely be used from this point onward except in historical or poetic contexts.
Imperium Romanum, Imperium Romanorum; Greek: Res Publica Romana; Greek: Imperium Graecorum in
the West to refer to the Eastern Roman Empire and of the Byzantine Emperor as Imperator Graecorum
Emperor of the Greeks [22] were also used to separate it from the prestige of the Roman Empire within the
new kingdoms of the West. These territories were home to many different cultural groups, both urban
populations and rural populations. Generally speaking, the eastern Mediterranean provinces were more
urbanised than the western, having previously been united under the Macedonian Empire and Hellenised by
the influence of Greek culture. This distinction between the established Hellenised East and the younger
Latinised West persisted and became increasingly important in later centuries, leading to a gradual
estrangement of the two worlds. Byzantium under the Constantinian and Valentinian dynasties To maintain
control and improve administration, various schemes to divide the work of the Roman Emperor by sharing it
between individuals were tried between and , from to , from to , and again between and Although the
administrative subdivisions varied, they generally involved a division of labour between East and West. Each
division was a form of power-sharing or even job-sharing , for the ultimate imperium was not divisible and
therefore the empire remained legally one stateâ€”although the co-emperors often saw each other as rivals or
enemies. In , emperor Diocletian created a new administrative system the tetrarchy , to guarantee security in
all endangered regions of his Empire. He associated himself with a co-emperor Augustus , and each
co-emperor then adopted a young colleague given the title of Caesar , to share in their rule and eventually to
succeed the senior partner. The tetrarchy collapsed, however, in and a few years later Constantine I reunited
the two administrative divisions of the Empire as sole Augustus. The western part collapsed in the s while the
eastern part ended with the capture of Constantinople As regards his economic policies in particular, he has
been accused by certain scholars of "reckless fiscality", but the gold solidus he introduced became a stable
currency that transformed the economy and promoted development. Constantine established the principle that
emperors could not settle questions of doctrine on their own, but should summon instead general ecclesiastical
councils for that purpose. His convening of both the Synod of Arles and the First Council of Nicaea indicated
his interest in the unity of the Church, and showcased his claim to be its head. In and he issued a series of
edicts essentially banning pagan religion. Pagan festivals and sacrifices were banned, as was access to all
pagan temples and places of worship. Arcadius in the East and Honorius in the West, once again dividing
Imperial administration. In the 5th century the Eastern part of the empire was largely spared the difficulties
faced by the Westâ€”due in part to a more established urban culture and greater financial resources, which
allowed it to placate invaders with tribute and pay foreign mercenaries. This success allowed Theodosius II to
focus on the codification of Roman law and further fortification of the walls of Constantinople , which left the
city impervious to most attacks until To fend off the Huns , Theodosius had to pay an enormous annual
tribute to Attila. His successor, Marcian , refused to continue to pay the tribute, but Attila had already diverted
his attention to the West. By urging Theodoric to conquer Italy, Zeno rid the Eastern Empire of an unruly
subordinate Odoacer and moved another Theodoric further from the heart of the Empire. He introduced a new
coinage system of the copper follis , the coin used in most everyday transactions. The Justinian dynasty was
founded by Justin I , who though illiterate, rose through the ranks of the military to become Emperor in In ,
the Corpus was updated and, along with the enactments promulgated by Justinian after , formed the system of
law used for most of the rest of the Byzantine era. Belisarius contributed immensely to the expansion of the
empire. In , attempting to secure his eastern frontier, Justinian signed a peace treaty with Khosrau I of Persia ,
agreeing to pay a large annual tribute to the Sassanids. In the same year, he survived a revolt in Constantinople
the Nika riots , which solidified his power but ended with the deaths of a reported 30, to 35, rioters on his
orders. The Ostrogoths were soon reunited under the command of King Totila and captured Rome in
Belisarius, who had been sent back to Italy in , was eventually recalled to Constantinople in Despite
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continuing resistance from a few Gothic garrisons and two subsequent invasions by the Franks and Alemanni ,
the war for the Italian peninsula was at an end. The empire held on to a small slice of the Iberian Peninsula
coast until the reign of Heraclius. Tribes of Serbs and Croats were later resettled in the northwestern Balkans,
during the reign of Heraclius. The strengthening of the Danube fleet caused the Kutrigur Huns to withdraw
and they agreed to a treaty that allowed safe passage back across the Danube. Philosophers such as John
Philoponus drew on neoplatonic ideas in addition to Christian thought and empiricism. Because of active
paganism of its professors Justinian closed down the Neoplatonic Academy in Completed in , the Hagia
Sophia stands today as one of the major monuments of Byzantine architectural history. Half of the Italian
peninsula and some part af Spain were lost, but the borders were pushed eastward where Byzantines received
some land from the Persians. After Justinian died in , his successor, Justin II , refused to pay the large tribute
to the Persians. Meanwhile, the Germanic Lombards invaded Italy; by the end of the century, only a third of
Italy was in Byzantine hands. They captured the Balkan fortress of Sirmium in , while the Slavs began to
make inroads across the Danube. By , a series of successful Byzantine campaigns had pushed the Avars and
Slavs back across the Danube. A revolt broke out under an officer named Phocas, who marched the troops
back to Constantinople; Maurice and his family were murdered while trying to escape. Fresco by Piero della
Francesca , c. He was eventually deposed in by Heraclius , who sailed to Constantinople from Carthage with
an icon affixed to the prow of his ship. After this, the Sassanid army was forced to withdraw to Anatolia. The
Byzantine Empire in â€” Because of the Byzantineâ€”Sasanian War of â€” both Byzantines and Persians
exhausted themselves and made them vulnerable for the expansion of the Caliphate. In the Byzantine Empire
had lost all of its southern provinces except the Exarchate of Africa to the Caliphate. At the same time the
Slavs laid pressure and settled in the Balkans. The main Sassanid force was destroyed at Nineveh in , and in
Heraclius restored the True Cross to Jerusalem in a majestic ceremony, [73] as he marched into the Sassanid
capital of Ctesiphon , where anarchy and civil war reigned as a result of the enduring war. Eventually, the
Persians were obliged to withdraw all armed forces and return Sassanid-ruled Egypt , the Levant and whatever
imperial territories of Mesopotamia and Armenia were in Roman hands at the time of an earlier peace treaty in
c. The war had exhausted both the Byzantines and Sassanids, however, and left them extremely vulnerable to
the Muslim forces that emerged in the following years. The Arabs, now firmly in control of Syria and the
Levant , sent frequent raiding parties deep into Asia Minor, and in â€” laid siege to Constantinople itself. The
city also lost the free grain shipments in , after Egypt fell first to the Persians and then to the Arabs, and public
wheat distribution ceased. This system may have had its roots in certain ad hoc measures taken by Heraclius,
but over the course of the 7th century it developed into an entirely new system of imperial governance. In ,
Byzantine forces sent to disperse these new settlements were defeated.
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9: Byzantine Empire - Wikipedia
The fall of the Roman Empire plunged Europe into the Dark Ages and decentralized the region. The Imperial system in
Rome was replaced with a loose-knit group of kings and princes throughout Europe. Some experts believe the fall of the
Roman Empire was necessary to dismantle the old Roman slave.

He then sent the western imperial regalia to Constantinople. The Roman empire in western Europe - a
centralised superstate which had been in existence for years - had ceased to exist, its single emperor replaced
by upwards of a dozen kings and princes. The vast majority of these rulers, like Odovacar himself , were
non-Roman in origin. Their power was based on the control of military forces which were the direct
descendents of recent immigrants into the Roman world, whether Anglo-Saxons in Britain, Goths in southern
Gaul and Spain, or Vandals in North Africa. The end of empire was a major event in human history. What
difference did this political revolution make to real life in the former western Empire? For many 19th and
earler 20th century commentators, the fall of Rome marked the death knell of education and literacy,
sophisticated architecture, advanced economic interaction, and, not least, the rule of written law. On either
view, the end of empire was a major event in human history. Massive inequality Justinian I and his retinue,
mosaic detail of the emperor, c. The eastern half of the Roman empire not only survived the collapse of its
western partner in the third quarter of the fifth century, but went on to thrive in the sixth. As late as AD,
captive barbarians were being fed to wild animals in the Colosseum. At the same time, there still lived in the
west many individuals, who continued to describe themselves as Romans, and many of the successor states, it
was correctly pointed out, were still operating using recognisably Roman institutions and justifying
themselves ideologically with reference to canonical Roman values. No one denied that many things changed
between and AD, but it became fashionable to see these changes as much more the result of long-term
evolution than of a violent imperial collapse. These revisionist arguments have some real substance. But these
cultural glories were limited to a tiny privileged elite - those who owned enough land to count as gentry
landowners. Its structures were probably unspeakable vile to pretty much everyone else. As late as AD,
captive barbarians were being fed to wild animals in the Colosseum, and its criminal law dealt ruthlessly with
anyone seeking to remedy the highly unequal distribution of property. In AD, as in AD, peasants were still
labouring away in the much the same way to feed themselves and to produce the surplus which funded
everything else. A two-stage process occurred between the battle of Hadrianople in AD, when the emperor
Valens and two-thirds of his army upwards of 10, men fell in a single afternoon at the hands of an army of
Gothic migrants, to the deposition of Romulus Augustulus nearly a century later. This process created the
successor kingdoms. All of it was carried forward at the point of the sword. The central Roman state collapsed
because the migrants forcibly stripped it of its tax base. In this violent process of collapse, some local Roman
societies immediately went under. In Britain and north eastern Gaul particularly, Roman landowners lost their
estates and Roman culture disappeared with them. In southern Gaul, Spain, and Italy, Roman landowners
survived by coming to terms with the migrants. But to suppose that this was a voluntary process - as some of
the revisionary work done since the s has supposed - is to miss the point that these landowners faced the
starkest of choices. As the central Roman state ceased to exert power in their localities, they either had to do
such deals, or lose the lands that were the basis of their entire wealth. At the state level, the empire was not
just replaced by mini versions of itself, even where Roman landowners survived. Within two generations of
AD, a new and weaker type of state structure had emerged right across the former Roman west. The old
empire had employed two key levers of central power - large-scale taxation, two-thirds of which was then
spent on maintaining the second lever, a large professional army. Learning Latin was now a waste of time advanced literacy was confined to churchmen for years. This high-tax, high-spend structure meant that the
Roman state both intruded itself bureaucratically into localities to raise taxation, and was also able, if
necessary, to compel obedience to its demands by employing the army, which the taxation supported. The new
states of post-Roman Europe were much weaker affairs. Even where other less important Roman institutions
survived, the new kings had only much-diminished revenue rights and their armies were composed of
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semi-professional contingents of local landowners. The characteristic patterns of local Roman life were in fact
intimately linked to the existence of the central Roman state, and, as the nature of state structures changed in
the post-Roman world, so too did local life. The Roman city, for instance, was the basic unit of local
administration through which taxation was raised. As central tax raising powers disappeared, so too did the
need to keep the city, and by AD it was history. Many of the more advanced elements of the Roman economy,
such as specialised production and long-distance trade, quickly disappeared too. The Roman state had
subsidised large-scale transport structures for its own purposes, but these had also been used by traders. As
this command economy collapsed, so did much of the trade dependent upon it. Cultural patterns were also
transformed beyond recognition. Roman elites learned to read and write classical Latin to highly-advanced
levels through a lengthy and expensive private education, because it qualified them for careers in the extensive
Roman bureaucracy. The end of taxation meant that these careers disappeared in the post-Roman west, and
elite parents quickly realised that spending so much money on learning Latin was now a waste of time. As a
result, advanced literacy was confined to churchmen for the next years. At the heart of it all, where change at
state and local level intertwined, lay the militarisation of elite landowners. The end of the Roman empire
generated many states where previously there had been one, and another casualty of AD was thus the Pax
Romana. Warfare became endemic to the former Roman west. In this situation, successor state kings needed
military service above all, and quickly mobilised Roman landowners with contingents of their retainers to
fight alongside the descendents of their migrant warbands. Dark age Europe was born out of the violent
destruction of the Roman empire But taxation had always been justified in the Roman period by the fact that it
paid for defence. When successor state kings made local Roman landowners turn out for battle, not only was it
a nasty shock, but it was also the ultimate double whammy. Having to pay taxation and fight was massively
unpopular - witness the stringing up of the Roman grandee Parthenius, employed by the Frankish king
Chilperic as his chief tax collector in AD. Kings quickly realised that they could gain much popularity by
canceling tax obligations. In the short term, they could do so since they no longer needed the money for a
professional army. But in the longer term, it was precisely this process which created the new Europe of
powerful local landowners and relatively powerless states, which lacked both tax revenues and professional
armies, and generated the cultural change, since literacy was now so marginal to secular elite life. It also
brings us back to the peasantry. One striking feature of post-Roman archaeology is the substantial decline it
demonstrates in overall population. Though probably not really aware of it, they too had benefited from the
Pax Romana. Dark age Europe was born out of the violent destruction of the Roman empire, as the battlefield
replaced the bureau at the heart of elite life, but its ramifications were felt at every social level.
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