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1: Cold War History - HISTORY
a) the mass migration out of the South to the North beginning in World War I. b) the destabilization of the racial system
during World War II. c) the Cold War, which demanded that the rhetoric of democracy be practiced in America.

Baldwin â€” Trinity College At the midpoint of the twentieth century, African Americans once again
answered the call to transform the world. The social and economic ravages of Jim Crow era racism were
all-encompassing and deep-rooted. Yet like a phoenix rising from the ashes of lynch mobs, debt peonage,
residential and labor discrimination, and rape, the black freedom movement raised a collective call of "No
More"! The maintenance of white power had been pervasive and even innovative, and hence those fighting to
get out from under its veil had to be equally unrelenting and improvisational in strategies and tactics. What is
normally understood as the Civil Rights movement was in fact a grand struggle for freedom extending far
beyond the valiant aims of legal rights and protection. From direct-action protests and boycotts to armed
self-defense, from court cases to popular culture, freedom was in the air in ways that challenged white
authority and even contested established black ways of doing things in moments of crisis. Dixie and Beyond
By the middle of the twentieth century, black people had long endured a physical and social landscape of
white supremacy, embedded in policy, social codes, and both intimate and spectacular forms of racial
restriction and violence. The social and political order of Jim Crowâ€”the segregation of public
facilitiesâ€”meant schools, modes of transportation, rest rooms, and even gravesites were separate and
unequal. Yet the catch-all phrase "Jim Crow" hardly accounts for the extralegal dictates of black professionals
working cotton fields, landholders thrown off their property, black women fending off sexual assault and rape,
and the constant threats of public humiliation and the lynch rope. All of these day-to-day constraints were
justified by myths about inferior black character and intelligence, reproduced in films, books, radio programs,
and magazine ads. Jim Crow violence and racial restriction are often thought be specific to Dixie. However
Jim Crow cut across the boundaries of North and South. Between and the Great Migration brought over six
million African Americans to industrial centers in the urban North and West, where migrants were met with
new forms of racial containment. They were often restricted to domestic and retail service work. Those who
found industrial employment were kept out of labor unions. Further, African Americans did not have the
freedom to choose where and how to live due to the effects of state-sponsored restrictive covenantsâ€”legally
binding contracts making it illegal to rent, sell, or lease housing to black people in some regions it included
other "nonwhites". These restrictions were placed on both private real-estate sales and public housing
provisions. Ultimately, the absence of a "free" housing market found black residents earning the lowest wages
and paying the highest prices for the worst housing stock. The crystallization of black ghettos left residents to
the politics of gerrymandering. Voting districts cut through black neighborhoods to undermine the possibility
of political power. At the same time, neighborhood school districts were redrawn in unorthodox ways so that
white students could have the best facilities and keep them all white. Yet African Americans found themselves
on the margins of wartime prosperity. Federal defense spending did not desegregate jobs, public housing, or
the armed forces. The United States entered the wartime world as the self-professed face of democracy, but
African Americans began to make links between Nazi racism, European imperialism, and American white
supremacy. President Roosevelt responded by signing Executive Order that summer. Randolph called off the
march, but black activists pressed on. Two months after the United States entered the war, the
African-American Pittsburgh Courier newspaper announced a "Double V" campaign for victory against
fascism abroad and racism at home. The emerging black working class grew frustrated with its marginal
position in a time of prosperity. Black leaders made considerable strides by employing a largely legal
approach. Allwright and segregated transportation Morgan v. Virginia , housing Shelley v. Kraemer , and
education Brown v. Yet legal protection was gradual and did not address growing economic concerns. They
fought racism within the labor movement, brought economic concerns to the statehouse, and demanded equal
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access to New Deal social welfare benefits. CORE used a decentralized and nonviolent, direct-action approach
to politics, enacting Freedom Rides in the South to challenge segregated interstate transportation and sit-ins to
protest northern discrimination. President Roosevelt had proclaimed the Four Freedoms want, fear, worship,
and speech yet black activists made clear that ghettos were in Berlin and also in Boston. Between and
industrial centers, military camps, and port cities, including Detroit, New York, and Los Angeles, exploded
with race riots. Ongoing white civilian, military, and police attempts to constrain black life erupted in violent
riots in more than forty cities. American citizenship provided little security. The United States held itself up as
a beacon in a sea of totalitarianism, and black people seized the opportunity to realign democracy with
anti-racism instead of white supremacy. The Soviet Union U. In response, the United States both publicly
endorsed gradual integration and fostered a stifling climate of anti-communism. Communist activist Claudia
Jones organized in Harlem for jobs, housing, and humane immigration policies. In the Cold War context,
black struggles for freedom were largely denounced as un-American. The segregation of black children in
inferior schools, however, brought special criticism. Worldwide charges of American hypocrisy certainly
played some part in the Brown decision. But the climate of anti-communism largely constrained most political
battles to the legal arena while displacing the larger calls for freedom that included jobs, housing, land, and
wealth. At the same time, courtroom success was quickly followed by waves of "massive resistance" by
whites. He had been shot and his body mutilated because he allegedly whistled at a white woman. Yet his
death was simply the most spectacular manifestation of white terror and racial containment. White citizens
councils organized in Mississippi, using tax dollars from both blacks and whites to support their intimidation
and harassment strategies. Southern states shifted the populations of public housing from all-white to all-black
and in segregated neighborhoods to stem the tide of Brown. At the same time, federally subsidized suburban
developments were built with racial restrictive covenants written into their foundation, helping cement the
stark contrast between impoverished "Chocolate Cities" and prosperous "Vanilla Suburbs. Yet African
Americans kept on pushing with organized political strategies and social protest movements. Black paying
customers were relegated to the back of city buses, and black women in particular endured assault,
humiliation, and even gunplay at the hands of white bus drivers and customers. But blacks found ways to
respond to the shoving and pushing of white passengers: These subversive acts provided the infrastructure for
more formal kinds of political action. As early as , black church and social organizations had organized a bus
boycott in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Students at the all-black Alabama State University briefly organized a
boycott in the spring of Her calculated act was part of a burgeoning black social protest movement. Together
they had long fought racial injustices in Alabama. A one-day boycott of buses turned into a protest that lasted
more than one year. Leaders, including peace activist Bayard Rustin, E. Even with threats of job loss and
violence, the largely poor black masses effectively crippled a bus system that received 65 percent of its
revenue from black riders. The Montgomery Bus Boycott of helped push toward the desegregation of buses all
over the South while thrusting King into the rough-and-tumble world of political organizing. Nonviolent direct
action had won the day and became the dominant mode of resistance for the movement. Moreover, the boycott
took place the same year as the Bandung Conference of newly liberated African and Asian nations, situating
Montgomery within a worldwide moment of freedom struggles. While the SCLC worked with all groups, its
strategy highlighted a changing tide. The NAACP resented the attention and resources taken away from what
it deemed more effective court cases to defend and support protesters. While Brown had desegregated the
schools on the law books, it would take more to make integrated schools a lived reality. President Eisenhower
uttered not a word. The advent of television helped transport images of racial violence against black children
into living rooms around the globe, visually demonstrating the racial terms of American democracy. After
Faubus removed the troops and left the children vulnerable to the whims of an angry and violent adult white
mob, Eisenhower placed the National Guard under the authority of federal troops ordered to protect black
students. Black protest seemed to stoke the fires of white bloodlust and callousness directed against adults and
children alike. Black residents were sentenced to prison and murdered, and homes were firebombed all across

Page 2

AFTER WORLD WAR II: THE EDUCATION BOOM, COLD WAR, AND
GROWING CALLS FOR EQUALITY pdf
the South if the owners dared assert their constitutional rights. Racial violence escalated, and the NAACP was
not the only organization that grew frustrated with nonviolent direct-action politics. But his frustration with
nonviolent protest stemmed not from a preference for courtroom battles. He advocated armed self-defense,
responding to white violence with bullets and barricades. As a case in point, the federal government passed the
first Civil Rights Act in , but it was hardly enforced. Williams was part of a growing body of activists from
within traditional organizations who were critical of both nonviolence and top-down leadership approaches
from the start. Their presence reveals that the meaning of civil rights activism was not set in stone but
constantly contested and reconstructed. Students were influenced by images of Montgomery and Little Rock,
going on to inspire sit-ins at restaurants, churches, libraries, and waiting rooms across the South. Many were
yelled at, kicked, burned with cigarettes, and yet they stood firm. The early s saw civil rights veterans and
union organizers joining students to both train people in the discipline of nonviolence and reproduce sit-ins
across the country. Students faced an overwhelming flourish of violent attacks by whites. Activists were
beaten, riders were caught in burning buses, and it was all broadcast across the world. Freedom Riders had
achieved success, but white resistance was resilient. James Meredith defiantly enrolled at the University of
Mississippi in , provoking a vital power struggle between states rights and federal power. Governor Ross
Barnett flaunted the dictates of federal law until President Kennedy was pushed to mount a federal military
occupation of 31, troops to enforce the law. The movement pushed forward and began to focus on the
important terrain of voter registration in and For their efforts both Lee and Evers were murdered and Hammer
and her husband were beaten and lost their jobs, but a voting campaign had been established. In SCLC turned
its attention to the notorious stronghold of white power, Birmingham, Alabama, to inaugurate the one
hundredth anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation. The city was known as "Bombingham" because
more than fifty bombings afflicted the black community between World War II and When SCLC members
organized a series of mass protests, marchers were attacked and jailed and many local ministers called for an
end to the demonstrations. In a controversial decision, arrested adults were replaced on the streets with young
children. Images of small children attacked by dogs and police clubs and knocked off their feet by fire hoses
shocked the world. Not a month later, white supremacists bombed the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church in
Birmingham, leaving four little girls dead. Central Intelligence Agency director J. Edgar Hoover identified the
attackers but disliked the Civil Rights movement, so he did nothing.
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2: Postâ€“World War II economic expansion - Wikipedia
b) the destabilization of the racial system during World War II. c) the Cold War, which demanded that the rhetoric of
democracy be practiced in America. d) the rise of independent states in the Third World.

Origins[ edit ] Post-war territorial changes in Europe and the formation of the Eastern Bloc, the western border
is the " Iron Curtain ". While Roosevelt was confident he could deal with Stalin after the war, Truman was
much more suspicious. The United States provided large-scale grants to Western Europe under the Marshall
Plan - , leading to a rapid economic recovery. The Soviet Union refused to allow its satellites to receive
American aid. Instead, the Kremlin used local Communist parties, and the Red army, to control Eastern
Europe in totalitarian fashion. They asked the United States to take over their role in Greece. With bipartisan
support in Congress, Truman responded with the Truman Doctrine in Truman followed the intellectual
leadership of the State Department, which, especially under the guidance of George F. Kennan , called for
containment of Soviet communist expansion. The idea was that internal contradictions, such as diverse
nationalism, would ultimately undermine Soviet ambitions. Austria and Finland were neutral and
demilitarized. The Kremlin did not control Yugoslavia, which had a separate communist regime under
Marshall Tito ; They had a permanent bitter break in In Asia, however, there was much more movement. The
Communists took over China in and the nationalist government moved to the offshore island of Formosa
Taiwan , which came under American protection. Local communist movements attempted to take over all of
Korea and Vietnam The United States envisioned the new United Nations as a Wilsonian tool to resolve
future troubles, but it failed in that purpose. Containment For NATO, containment of the expansion of Soviet
influence became foreign policy doctrine; the expectation was that eventually the inefficient Soviet system
would collapse of internal weakness, and no "hot" war that is, one with large-scale combat would be
necessary. Eisenhower , but was opposed by the isolationists led by Senator Robert A. China had thus moved
from a close ally of the U. The Truman administration responded with a secret plan, NSC 68 , designed to
confront the Communists with large-scale defense spending. The Russians had built an atomic bomb by
â€”much sooner than expected; Truman ordered the development of the hydrogen bomb. Two of the spies who
gave atomic secrets to Russia were tried and executed. France was hard-pressed by Communist insurgents in
the First Indochina War. President Truman immediately and unexpectedly implemented the containment
policy by a full-scale commitment of American and UN forces to Korea. He did not consult or gain approval
of Congress but did gain the approval of the United Nations UN to drive back the North Koreans and re-unite
that country in terms of a rollback strategy. The war became a stalemate, with over 33, American dead and ,
wounded [11] but nothing to show for it except a resolve to continue the containment policy. Truman fired
MacArthur but was unable to end the war. By threatening to use nuclear weapons in , Eisenhower ended the
war with a truce that is still in effect. McCarthyism In , well before McCarthy became active, the Conservative
Coalition in Congress passed the Taft Hartley Act , designed to balance the rights of management and unions,
and delegitimizing Communist union leaders. The challenge of rooting out Communists from labor unions and
the Democratic Party was successfully undertaken by liberals, such as Walter Reuther of the autoworkers
union [13] and Ronald Reagan of the Screen Actors Guild Reagan was a liberal Democrat at the time. Nixon
playing a central role, accused Alger Hiss , a top Roosevelt aide, of being a Communist spy, using testimony
and documents provided by Whittaker Chambers. Hiss was convicted and sent to prison, with the
anti-Communists gaining a powerful political weapon. McCarthy dominated the media, and used reckless
allegations and tactics that allowed his opponents to effectively counterattack. Irish Catholics including
conservative wunderkind William F. Kennedy a job with McCarthy. McCarthy had talked of "twenty years of
treason" i. When, in , he started talking of "21 years of treason" and launched a major attack on the Army for
promoting a Communist dentist in the medical corps, his recklessness proved too much for Eisenhower, who
encouraged Republicans to censure McCarthy formally in Kennedy did not vote for censure. Some famous
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celebrities such as Charlie Chaplin left the U. McCarthyism included investigations into academics and
teachers as well. Presidency of Dwight D. Eisenhower and Presidency of John F. Eisenhower used the
opportunity to end the Korean War, while continuing Cold War policies. Dulles denounced the "containment"
of the Truman administration and espoused an active program of "liberation", which would lead to a " rollback
" of communism. The most prominent of those doctrines was the policy of " massive retaliation ", which
Dulles announced early in , eschewing the costly, conventional ground forces characteristic of the Truman
administration in favor of wielding the vast superiority of the U. Dulles defined this approach as "
brinkmanship ". The space race began, and by the early s the United States had forged ahead, with President
Kennedy promising to land a man on the moon by the end of the sâ€”the landing indeed took place on July 20,
The United States responded with an economic boycott of Cuba, and a large-scale economic support program
for Latin America under Kennedy, the Alliance for Progress. East Germany was the weak point in the Soviet
empire, with refugees leaving for the West by the thousands every week. However, the US failed to take
advantage of this split until President Richard Nixon saw the opportunity in In , the U. Between and ,
Eisenhower dispatched large sums of economic and military aid and military advisers to South Vietnam to
stabilize the pro-western government under attack by insurgents. Eisenhower supported CIA efforts to
undermine anti-American governments, which proved most successful in Iran and Guatemala. The crisis
began on October 16, , and lasted for thirteen days. It was the moment when the Cold War was closest to
exploding into a devastating nuclear exchange between the two superpower nations. Kennedy decided not to
invade or bomb Cuba but to institute a naval blockade of the island. The crisis ended in a compromise, with
the Soviets removing their missiles publicly, and the United States secretly removing its nuclear missiles in
Turkey. In Moscow, Communist leaders removed Nikita Khrushchev because of his reckless behavior. United
States in the s , Postâ€”World War II economic expansion , and Culture during the Cold War Wartime
rationing was officially lifted in September , but prosperity did not immediately return as the next three years
would witness the difficult transition back to a peacetime economy. In addition, labor strikes rocked the
nation, in some cases exacerbated by racial tensions due to African-Americans having taken jobs during the
war and now being faced with irate returning veterans who demanded that they step aside. Munitions factories
shut down and temporary workers returned home. Following the Republican takeover of Congress in the
elections, President Truman was compelled to reduce taxes and curb government interference in the economy.
With this done, the stage was set for the economic boom that, with only a few minor hiccups, would last for
the next 23 years. After the initial hurdles of the period were overcome, Americans found themselves flush
with cash from wartime work due to there being little to buy for several years. The result was a mass consumer
spending spree, with a huge and voracious demand for new homes, cars, and housewares. Increasing numbers
enjoyed high wages, larger houses, better schools, more cars and home comforts like vacuum cleaners,
washing machinesâ€”which were all made for labor-saving and to make housework easier. Inventions familiar
in the early 21st century made their first appearance during this era. The live-in maid and cook, common
features of middle-class homes at the beginning of the century, were virtually unheard of in the s; only the
very rich had servants. Householders enjoyed centrally heated homes with running hot water. New style
furniture was bright, cheap, and light, and easy to move around. The initial quest for cars, appliances, and new
furniture after the end of World War II quickly expanded into the mass consumption of goods, services, and
recreational materials during the Fifties. Between and , the average real income for American workers
increased by as much as it had in the previous half-century. There was comparatively little nostalgia for the
prewar era and the overall emphasis was on having everything new and more advanced than before.
Nonetheless, the social conformity and consumerism of the s often came under attack from intellectuals e.
American money and manufactured goods flooded into Europe, South Korea, and Japan and helped in their
reconstruction. US manufacturing dominance would be almost unchallenged for a quarter-century after One
of the key factors in postwar prosperity was a technology boom due to the experience of the war.
Manufacturing had made enormous strides and it was now possible to produce consumer goods in quantities
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and levels of sophistication unseen before Acquisition of technology from occupied Germany also proved an
asset, as it was sometimes more advanced than its American counterpart, especially in the optics and audio
equipment fields. Luxury makes such as Cadillac , which had been largely hand-built vehicles only available
to the rich, now became a mass-produced car within the price range of the upper middle-class. The rapid social
and technological changes brought about a growing corporatization of America and the decline of smaller
businesses, which often suffered from high postwar inflation and mounting operating costs. Newspapers
declined in numbers and consolidated, both due to the above-mentioned factors and the event of TV news. The
railroad industry, once one of the cornerstones of the American economy and an immense and often scorned
influence on national politics, also suffered from the explosion in automobile sales and the construction of the
interstate system. By the end of the s, it was well into decline and by the s became completely bankrupt,
necessitating a takeover by the federal government. Smaller automobile manufacturers such as Nash ,
Studebaker , and Packard were unable to compete with the Big Three in the new postwar world and gradually
declined into oblivion over the next 15 years. Suburbanization caused the gradual movement of working-class
people and jobs out of the inner cities as shopping centers displaced the traditional downtown stores. In time,
this would have disastrous effects on urban areas. Prosperity and overall optimism made Americans feel that it
was a good time to bring children into the world, and so a huge baby boom resulted during the decade
following the baby boom climaxed during the mids, after which birthrates gradually dropped off until going
below replacement level in Although the overall number of children per woman was not unusually high
averaging 2. The large size of the postwar baby boom generation would have significant social repercussions
in American society for decades to come. Prosperity also brought about the development of a distinct youth
culture for the first time, as teenagers were not forced to work and support their family at young ages like in
the past. This had its culmination in the development of new music genres such as rock-and-roll as well as
fashion styles and subcultures, the most famous of which was the "greaser", a young male who drove
motorcycles , sported ducktail haircuts which were widely banned in schools and displayed a general disregard
for the law and authority. The American economy grew dramatically in the post-war period, expanding at a
rate of 3. During this period of prosperity, many incomes doubled in a generation, described by economist
Frank Levy as "upward mobility on a rocket ship. Theirs was not an unobtainable dream; nor were their lives
empty because of it. Indeed, for at least a quarter of century, the material promises of consumer-oriented
Americanism were fulfilled in improvements in everyday life that made them the most affluent working class
in American history. While the number of these units rose sharply from The dramatic rise in the average
American standard of living was such that, according to sociologist George Katona: Beyond these minimum
needs, such former luxuries as homeownership, durable goods, travel, recreation, and entertainment are no
longer restricted to a few.
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3: Out of the Ashes: A New Look at Germany's Postwar Reconstruction - SPIEGEL ONLINE
After World War II: the education boom, Cold War, and growing calls for equality-- Education for equality and education
as redistribution in the s and s Anxiety and standards: a nation at risk and the equity-excellence dilemma in the s and s.

The United States responded to an uncertain and unstable postwar world by asserting and working to maintain
a position of global leadership, with far-reaching domestic and international consequences. United States
policymakers engaged in a Cold War with the authoritarian Soviet Union, seeking to limit the growth of
Communist military power and ideological influence, create a free-market global economy, and build an
international security system. As postwar tensions dissolved the wartime alliance between Western
democracies and the Soviet Union, the United States developed a foreign policy based on collective security,
international aid, and economic institutions that bolstered non-Communist nations. Concerned by expansionist
Communist ideology and Soviet repression, the United States sought to contain communism through a variety
of measures, including major military engagements in Korea and Vietnam. Postwar decolonization and the
emergence of powerful nationalist movements in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East led both sides in the Cold
War to seek allies among new nations, many of which remained nonaligned. Cold War competition extended
to Latin America, where the U. Cold War policies led to public debates over the power of the federal
government and acceptable means for pursuing international and domestic goals while protecting civil
liberties. Americans debated policies and methods designed to expose suspected communists within the
United States even as both parties supported the broader strategy of containing communism. Although
anticommunist foreign policy faced little domestic opposition in previous years, the Vietnam War inspired
sizable and passionate antiwar protests that became more numerous as the war escalated, and sometimes led to
violence. Americans debated the merits of a large nuclear arsenal, the military-industrial complex, and the
appropriate power of the executive branch in conducting foreign and military policy. Ideological, military, and
economic concerns shaped U. New movements for civil rights and liberal efforts to expand the role of
government generated a range of political and cultural responses. Seeking to fulfill Reconstruction-era
promises, civil rights activists and political leaders achieved some legal and political successes in ending
segregation, although progress toward racial equality was slow. The three branches of the federal government
used measures including desegregation of the armed services, Brown v. Board of Education, and the Civil
Rights Act of to promote greater racial equality. Continuing resistance slowed efforts at desegregation,
sparking social and political unrest across the nation. Debates among civil rights activists over the efficacy of
nonviolence increased after Responding to social conditions and the African American civil rights movement,
a variety of movements emerged that focused on issues of identity, social justice, and the environment.
Feminist and gay and lesbian activists mobilized behind claims for legal, economic, and social equality.
Latino, American Indian, and Asian American movements continued to demand social and economic equality
and a redress of past injustices. Despite an overall affluence in postwar America, advocates raised concerns
about the prevalence and persistence of poverty as a national problem. Environmental problems and accidents
led to a growing environmental movement that aimed to use legislative and public efforts to combat pollution
and protect natural resources. The federal government established new environmental programs and
regulations. Liberalism influenced postwar politics and court decisions, but it came under increasing attack
from the left as well as from a resurgent conservative movement. Liberalism, based on anticommunism abroad
and a firm belief in the efficacy of government power to achieve social goals at home, reached a high point of
political influence by the mids. A series of Supreme Court decisions expanded civil rights and individual
liberties. In the s, conservatives challenged liberal laws and court decisions and perceived moral and cultural
decline, seeking to limit the role of the federal government and enact more assertive foreign policies. The s
saw growing clashes between conservatives and liberals over social and cultural issues, the power of the
federal government, race, and movements for greater individual rights. Postwar economic and demographic
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changes had far-reaching consequences for American society, politics, and culture. Rapid economic and social
changes in American society fostered a sense of optimism in the postwar years. A burgeoning private sector,
federal spending, the baby boom, and technological developments helped spur economic growth. As higher
education opportunities and new technologies rapidly expanded, increasing social mobility encouraged the
migration of the middle class to the suburbs and of many Americans to the South and West. The Sun Belt
region emerged as a significant political and economic force. Immigrants from around the world sought access
to the political, social, and economic opportunities in the United States, especially after the passage of new
immigration laws in New demographic and social developments, along with anxieties over the Cold War,
changed U. Mass culture became increasingly homogeneous in the postwar years, inspiring challenges to
conformity by artists, intellectuals, and rebellious youth. The rapid and substantial growth of evangelical
Christian churches and organizations was accompanied by greater political and social activism on the part of
religious conservatives.
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Tupperware targeted women who were interested in working, Tupperware, Inc. During the Second World War, women
proved that they could do "men's" work, and do it well. With men away to serve in the.

Aftermath of World War II Among the causes can be mentioned the rapid normalization of political relations
between former Axis powers and the western Allies. After the war, the major powers were determined not to
repeat the mistakes of the Great Depression , some of which were ascribed to postâ€”World War I policy
errors. The Marshall Plan for the rebuilding of Europe is most credited for reconciliation, though the
immediate post-war situations was more complicated. Institutional arrangements[ edit ] Institutional
economists point to the international institutions established in the post-war period. Structurally, the victorious
Allies established the United Nations and the Bretton Woods monetary system , international institutions
designed to promote stability. This was achieved through a number of policies, including promoting free trade
, instituting the Marshall Plan , and the use of Keynesian economics. US Council of Economic Advisers[ edit ]
In the United States, the Employment Act of set the goals of achieving full employment, full production, and
stable prices. It also created the Council of Economic Advisers to provide objective economic analysis and
advice on the development and implementation of a wide range of domestic and international economic policy
issues. In its first 7 years the CEA made five technical advances in policy making: Japan and West Germany
caught up to and exceeded the GDP of the United Kingdom during these years, even as the UK itself was
experiencing the greatest absolute prosperity in its history. In France, this period is often looked back to with
nostalgia as the Trente Glorieuses , or "Glorious Thirty", while the economies of West Germany and Austria
were characterized by Wirtschaftswunder economic miracle , and in Italy it is called Miracolo economico
economic miracle. Most developing countries also did well in this period. Belgian economic miracle Belgium
experienced a brief but very rapid economic recovery in the aftermath of World War II. Economic growth in
the period was accompanied by low inflation and sharp increases in real living standards. This contributed to
the start of deindustrialisation in Wallonia and the emergence of regional economic disparities. The economic
growth occurred mainly due to productivity gains and to an increase in the number of working hours. Indeed,
the working population grew very slowly, the " baby boom " being offset by the extension of the time
dedicated to study. Productivity gains came from catching up with the United States. Among the "major"
nations, only Japan had faster growth in this era than France. The service sector grew rapidly and became the
largest sector, generating a large foreign-trade surplus, chiefly from the earnings from tourism. Italian
economic miracle The Italian economy experienced very variable growth. In the s and early s the Italian
economy boomed , with record high growth-rates, including 6. This rapid and sustained growth was due to the
ambitions of several[ quantify ] Italian businesspeople, the opening of new industries helped by the discovery
of hydrocarbons, made for iron and steel, in the Po valley , re-construction and the modernisation of most
Italian cities, such as Milan, Rome and Turin, and the aid given to the country after World War II notably
through the Marshall Plan. Japanese economic miracle A transistor radio made by Sanyo in Japan emerged as
a significant power in many economic spheres, including steel working, car manufacturing and the
manufacturing of electronics. Japan rapidly caught up with the West in foreign trade, GNP, and general quality
of life. The high economic growth and political tranquility of the mid to late s were slowed by the quadrupling
of oil prices in The United States pressured Japan to remedy the imbalance, demanding that Tokyo raise the
value of the yen and open its markets further to facilitate more imports from the United States. The nation
ranked in the top 15 most prosperous countries. However, the growth slowed and ended by , as the
Khrushchev regime poured resources into large military and space projects, and the civilian sector languished.
While every other major nation greatly expanded its service sector, that sector in the Soviet Union medicine,
for example was given low priority. Record years Sweden emerged almost unharmed from World War II, and
experienced tremendous economic growth until the early s, as Social Democratic Prime Minister Tage

Page 9

AFTER WORLD WAR II: THE EDUCATION BOOM, COLD WAR, AND
GROWING CALLS FOR EQUALITY pdf
Erlander held his office from to Sweden used to be a country of emigrants until the s, but the demand for
labor spurred immigration to Sweden, especially from Finland and countries like Greece, Italy and
Yugoslavia. Urbanization was fast, and housing shortage in urban areas was imminent until the Million
Programme was launched in the s. United Kingdom[ edit ] The national debt of the United Kingdom was at a
record high percentage of the GDP as the war ended, but was largely repaid by A speech by UK Prime
Minister Harold Macmillan [30] captures what the golden age felt like, even before the brightest years which
were to come in the s. Let us be frank about it: Go round the country, go to the industrial towns, go to the
farms and you will see a state of prosperity such as we have never had in my lifetime â€” nor indeed in the
history of this country. Unemployment figures [31] show that unemployment was significantly lower during
the Golden Age than before or after: Epoch Percentage of British labour force unemployed.
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5: Washington Journal Liza Mundy Discusses History Code Breakers World War II Cold
Period 8: The Cold War and Liberalism, After World War II, the United States grappled with prosperity and unfamiliar
international responsibilities while struggling to live up to its ideals.

Comment It was a curious procession that wound its way up the Fockeberg in the eastern German city of
Leipzig in May. The participants pushed strange wheeled contraptions up the meter foot hill, climbed into
them and shot back down again. The event was the 19th Prix de Tacot, an annual soap-box derby that sees
daredevil teams race weird and wonderful vehicles to the delight of thousands of spectators. Perhaps more
interesting, however, is the venue where the Prix de Tacot takes place. Rather, the hill was created entirely
from rubble leftover after the bombing of Leipzig during World War II. It is a soap-box derby on the ruins of
the Third Reich. There are similar man-made hillocks in many other German cities. The residents of Berlin
lovingly named the piled-up remains of their destroyed houses, factories and churches "Monte Klamotte" "rag
mountains". During the Cold War, the US military stationed gigantic listening devices on the hill to pick up
radio and other transmissions from the other side of the Iron Curtain. Many years on, mountain bikers,
para-gliders and snowboarders have claimed the hill as their own. The German Alpine Association has even
set up a climbing wall there. Never before had so much been lost -- and, yet, never before were there so many
new beginnings. Never before had an entire country been rebuilt. In West Germany alone, some million cubic
meters 14 billion cubic feet of rubble was piled up after the war -- enough to build a wall two meters thick and
seven meters high all the way around the western half of the divided country. This reconstruction phase lasted
well into the s -- before the fall of the Berlin Wall and German reunification kicked off yet another wave of
building. And even today, the process of constant self-renewal is far from being completed. A New Approach
to Urban Planning The aim is to undo past mistakes made due to urgency and an obsession with
modernization. A new aesthetic need is thrusting aside the principle of pure functionality that was spawned by
necessity. And demographic change -- including an aging population, the flow of immigrants and thinning
population densities in certain regions of eastern Germany -- calls for a new approach to urban planning.
Urban planners are rethinking their ideas, and the radicalism of the early postwar era is being replaced by
cautious renovation and, in some cases, rebuilding. Historical old cities are more popular than ever. It is
perhaps not difficult to understand why. The architecture critic Wolfgang Pehnt posits that, if the rate of
change is too great, the urge for the comforts of the past is all the greater. In addition, much of what was built
during that initial, chaotic recovery phase after -- when the most important goal was just to clear all the rubble
away and give people a roof over their heads -- was not completely successful from an architectural and city
planning point of view. Things had to be done quickly, which rendered them more improvised than
thought-out -- the desperate demand made mistakes easy to disregard. Sixteen million apartments existed
before the war. Temporary accommodations were erected everywhere to try to mitigate the worst of the
homelessness. Even so, many opted to camp out in their ruined homes for months. The influx of millions of
refugees, those expelled from parts of Poland and the Czech Republic, and the displaced augmented the
misery. Forward to the Past But how to quickly build the urgently needed housing? Should destroyed houses
and prestigious buildings be rebuilt to look just like they were and in the same location? Or, since everything
was destroyed anyway, should the cities take advantage of the opportunity to make a fresh start -- by, for
example, broadening the narrow, winding alleys of historical city centers to make them more car-friendly or
by providing inhabitants with modern housing surrounded by greenery? Absurd ideas were debated, such as
the proposal to just abandon the ruins and rebuild the cities nearby. But not everything was destroyed. Under
the rubble, there were still semi-intact electrical systems and sewage, water and gas pipelines. Across
Germany, they formed associations to lobby for the preservation of their old towns -- and urban planners
found themselves embroiled in a bitter debate over the right course of action. Those in favor of a new
beginning warned that one-to-one reconstruction would be tantamount to ignoring that the war had ever
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happened. But those who advocated historical faithfulness, on the other hand, argued that it would be
downright ahistorical or even a type of repression to wipe out the traces of the past, which consisted of so
much more than the 12 disastrous years of Nazi rule.
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6: Public education, America's civil religion : a social history in SearchWorks catalog
England suffered a degree of decline, but the expansion of the Cold War and the growth of the military-industrial
complex in the South and West provided sufficient economic stimuli to make the American standard of living the highest
in the world.

Employment was high and people were encouraged to spend their money freely. Technology advanced rapidly
after the war and soon transformed the lives of many Australians. In , Melbourne hosted the Olympic Games.
This fostered a great sense of national pride and cast the international spotlight onto Australia like never
before. The role of women in the s For women in the s, life was centred on the family and domestic duties.
Women who had held wartime jobs were expected to abandon their careers in order to provide employment
for men returning from war. Women were encouraged to stay at home, raise children and care for their
husbands. To assist in the homemaking task, shiny new home appliances promised to transform housekeeping
into a delight. Some women, however, challenged traditional values and remained in the paid workforce. They
were usually paid less than men for performing the same work and were often employed in routine, low-status
positions. Many Australians still considered Britain to be their homeland and proclaimed unwavering loyalty
to British culture and values. Immigration in the s Throughout the s, a flood of migrants transformed the shape
of Australian society. In , it was estimated that migrants arrived in Australia. By the end of the decade, this
figure would reach one million. Most migrants hailed from Britain, or European countries, such as Greece and
Italy. They had a major impact on the make-up of the Australian population and introduced new food, music,
religion and traditions to Australian cultural life. Many new European migrants worked on construction
projects like the Snowy River Mountains Scheme, a huge project that diverted water from the Australian Alps
for irrigation and the generation of hydro-electric power. See Image 2 Not all people, however, were welcome
in Australia during the s. Since , the White Australia Policy had prevented non-white people from migrating to
Australia - promoting white, European immigration instead. It would not be abolished until Politics in the s
Despite the optimism of the decade, Australians lived in the shadow of the Cold War. As tension mounted
between nations, many people feared the outbreak of nuclear war. Along with many other Australians,
Menzies believed that Australia was seriously under threat from Communist regimes. Robert Menzies was
renowned for his public speaking prowess.
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As the Cold War unfolded in the decade and a half after World War II, the United States experienced phenomenal
economic growth. The war brought the return of prosperity, and in the postwar period the United States consolidated its
position as the world's richest country. Gross national product, a.

The Cold War and Liberalism, After World War II, the United States grappled with prosperity and unfamiliar
international responsibilities while struggling to live up to its ideals. The United States responded to an
uncertain and unstable postwar world by asserting and attempting to defend a position of global leadership,
with far-reaching domestic and international consequences. After World War II, the United States sought to
stem the growth of Communist military power and ideological influence, create a stable global economy, and
build an international security system. The United States developed a foreign policy based on collective
security and a multilateral economic framework that bolstered non-Communist nations. As the United States
focused on containing communism, it faced increasingly complex foreign policy issues, including
decolonization, shifting international alignments and regional conflicts, and global economic and
environmental changes. Postwar decolonization and the emergence of powerful nationalist movements in
Asia, Africa, and the Middle East led both sides in the Cold War to seek allies among new nations, many of
which remained nonaligned. Cold War competition extended to Latin America, where the United States
supported non-Communist regimes with varying levels of commitment to democracy. Ideological, military,
and economic concerns shaped U. Cold War policies continued public debates over the power of the federal
government, acceptable means for pursuing international and domestic goals, and the proper balance between
liberty and order. Americans debated policies and methods designed to root out Communists within the United
States even as both parties tended to support the broader Cold War strategy of containing communism.
Although the Korean conflict produced some minor domestic opposition, the Vietnam War saw the rise of
sizable, passionate, and sometimes violent antiwar protests that became more numerous as the war escalated.
Liberalism, based on anticommunism abroad and a firm belief in the efficacy of governmental and especially
federal power to achieve social goals at home, reached its apex in the mids and generated a variety of political
and cultural responses. Seeking to fulfill Reconstruction-era promises, civil rights activists and political
leaders achieved some legal and political successes in ending segregation, although progress toward equality
was slow and halting. Following World War II, civil rights activists utilized a variety of strategies â€” legal
challenges, direct action, and nonviolent protest tactics â€” to combat racial discrimination. Decision-makers
in each of the three branches of the federal government used measures including desegregation of the armed
services, Brown v. Board of Education, and the Civil Rights Act of to promote greater racial justice.
Continuing white resistance slowed efforts at desegregation sparking a series of social and political crises
across the nation, while tensions among civil rights activists over tactical and philosophical issues increased
after Latinos, American Indians, and Asian Americans began to demand social and economic equality and a
redress of past injustices. Despite the perception of overall affluence in postwar America, advocates raised
awareness of the prevalence and persistence of poverty as a national problem, sparking efforts to address this
issue. As many liberal principles came to dominate postwar politics and court decisions, liberalism came
under attack from the left as well as from resurgent conservative movements. Liberal ideals were realized in
Supreme Court decisions that expanded democracy and individual freedoms, Great Society social programs
and policies, and the power of the federal government, yet these unintentionally helped energize a new
conservative movement that mobilized to defend traditional visions of morality and the proper role of state
authority. Groups on the left also assailed liberals, claiming they did too little to transform the racial and
economic status quo at home and pursued immoral policies abroad. Postwar economic, demographic, and
technological changes had a far-reaching impact on American society, politics, and the environment. Rapid
economic and social changes in American society fostered a sense of optimism in the postwar years as well as
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underlying concerns about how these changes were affecting American values. These economic and social
changes, in addition to the anxiety engendered by the Cold War, led to an increasingly homogenous mass
culture as well as challenges to conformity by artists, intellectuals, and rebellious youth. Conservatives,
fearing juvenile delinquency, urban unrest, and challenges to the traditional family, increasingly promoted
their own values and ideology. As federal programs expanded and economic growth reshaped American
society, many sought greater access to prosperity even as critics began to question the burgeoning use of
natural resources. Internal migrants as well as migrants from around the world sought access to the economic
boom and other benefits of the United States, especially after the passage of new immigration laws in
Responding to the abuse of natural resources and the alarming environmental problems, activists and
legislators began to call for conservation measures and a fight against pollution. New demographic and social
issues led to significant political and moral debates that sharply divided the nation. Although the image of the
traditional nuclear family dominated popular perceptions in the postwar era, the family structure of Americans
was undergoing profound changes as the number of working women increased and many social attitudes
changed. Conservatives and liberals clashed over many new social issues, the power of the presidency, and the
federal government, and movements for greater individual rights.
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8: wikibenn [licensed for non-commercial use only] / Period 8, The Cold War and Liberalism
The post-World War II economic expansion, also known as the postwar economic boom, the long boom, and the Golden
Age of Capitalism, was a period of strong economic growth beginning after World War II and ending with the recession.

An Outline of American History "We must build a new world, a far better world -- one in which the eternal
dignity of man is respected. Victorious in that great struggle, its homeland undamaged from the ravages of
war, the nation was confident of its mission at home and abroad. They accepted the need for a strong stance
against the Soviet Union in the Cold War that unfolded after They endorsed the growth of government
authority and accepted the outlines of the welfare state, first formulated during the New Deal. They enjoyed
the postwar prosperity that created new levels of affluence in the United States. But gradually some Americans
began to question dominant assumptions about American life. Challenges on a variety of fronts shattered the
consensus. In the s, African Americans launched a crusade, joined later by other minority groups and women,
for a larger share of the American dream. Americans from many walks of life sought to establish a new
equilibrium in the United States. It grew out of longstanding disagreements between the Soviet Union and the
United States. In American troops participated in the Allied intervention in Russia on behalf of anti-Bolshevik
forces. American diplomatic recognition of the Bolshevik regime did not come until Even then, suspicions
persisted. During World War II, however, the two countries found themselves allied and thus ignored their
differences to counter the Nazi threat. The United States hoped to share with other countries its conception of
liberty, equality and democracy. With the rest of the world in turmoil, struggling with civil wars and
disintegrating empires, the nation hoped to provide the stability to make peaceful reconstruction possible.
Unable to forget the specter of the Great Depression , America now fostered its familiar position of free trade,
and sought to eliminate trade barriers both to create markets for American agricultural and industrial products,
and to ensure the ability of West European nations to export as a means to generate economic growth and
rebuild their economies. Reduced trade barriers, it was believed, would promote economic growth at home
and abroad, and bolster stability with U. The Soviet Union had its own agenda. The Russian historical
tradition of centralized, autocratic government contrasted with the American emphasis on democracy.
Marxist-Leninist ideology had been downplayed during the war but still guided Soviet policy. Devastated by
the struggle in which 20 million Soviet citizens had died, the Soviet Union was intent on rebuilding and on
protecting itself from another such terrible conflict. The Soviets were particularly concerned about another
invasion of their territory from the west. The Soviet Union now demanded "defensible" borders and regimes
sympathetic to its aims in Eastern Europe. But the United States had declared the restoration of independence
and self-government to Poland, Czechoslovakia and the other countries of Central and Eastern Europe one of
its war aims. Roosevelt as president before the end of the war. An unpretentious man who had previously
served as Democratic senator from Missouri, then as vice president, Truman initially felt ill-prepared to
govern the United States. Roosevelt had not confided in him about complex postwar issues and he had little
prior experience in international affairs. But Truman responded quickly to new challenges. Impulsive, he
proved willing to make quick decisions about the problems he faced. A sign on his White House desk, since
famous in American politics, read "The Buck Stops Here," and reflected his willingness to take responsibility
for his actions. His judgments about how to respond to the Soviet Union had an important impact on the early
Cold War. The first such conflict occurred over Poland. Moscow demanded a government subject to Soviet
influence; Washington wanted a more independent, representative government following the Western model.
The Yalta Conference of February had produced a wide-ranging agreement open to different interpretations.
Among its provisions was the promise of "free and unfettered" elections in Poland. At his first meeting with
Soviet Minister of Foreign Affairs Vyacheslav Molotov, Truman revealed his intention to stand firm on Polish
self-determination, lecturing the Soviet diplomat about the need to carry out the Yalta accords. Moscow used
its military power to support the efforts of the communist parties in Eastern Europe and crush the democratic

Page 16

AFTER WORLD WAR II: THE EDUCATION BOOM, COLD WAR, AND
GROWING CALLS FOR EQUALITY pdf
parties. Public statements defined the beginning of the Cold War. In Stalin declared that international peace
was impossible "under the present capitalist development of the world economy. George Kennan, a top
official at the U. He extended his analysis after he returned home in an article published under the signature
"X" in the prestigious journal Foreign Affairs. Moscow, he wrote, was "committed fanatically to the belief that
with the U. Great Britain had been supporting Greece, where communist forces threatened the ruling
monarchy in a civil war, and Turkey, where the Soviet Union pressed for territorial concessions and the right
to build naval bases on the Bosporus. In Britain told the United States that it could no longer afford such aid.
State Department devised a plan for U. But support for a new interventionist policy, Senate leaders such as
Arthur Vandenberg told Truman, was only possible if he was willing to start "scaring the hell out of the
country. In a statement that came to be known as the Truman Doctrine, he declared, "I believe that it must be
the policy of the United States to support free peoples who are resisting subjugation by armed minorities or by
outside pressures. However, there was a price Truman himself and American society paid for his victory. To
whip up American support for the policy of containment, Truman overstated the Soviet threat to the United
States. In turn, his statements inspired a wave of hysterical anti-communism throughout the country and set
the stage for the emergence of McCarthyism. Containment also called for extensive economic aid to assist the
recovery of war-torn Western Europe. Something needed to be done, Secretary of State George Marshall
noted, for "the patient is sinking while the doctors deliberate. In mid Marshall asked troubled European
nations to draw up a program "directed not against any country or doctrine but against hunger, poverty,
desperation and chaos. In early Congress voted to assist European economic recovery, dubbed the "Marshall
Plan," and generally regarded as one of the most successful U. Postwar Germany was divided into U. The
United States, Britain and France had discussed converting their zones into a single, self-governing republic.
But the Soviet Union opposed plans to unite Germany and ministerial-level four-power discussions on
Germany broke down. When the Western powers announced their intention to create a consolidated federal
state from their zones, Stalin responded. On June 23, , Soviet forces blockaded Berlin, cutting off all road and
rail access from the West. American leaders feared that losing Berlin was but a prelude to losing Germany and
subsequently all of Europe. Therefore, in a successful demonstration of Western resolve known as the Berlin
Airlift, Allied air forces took to the sky, flying supplies into Berlin. Stalin lifted the blockade after days and ,
flights. Soviet domination of Eastern Europe alarmed the West. The United States led the effort to create a
military alliance to complement economic efforts at containment. An attack against one was to be considered
an attack against all, to be met by appropriate force. The next year, the United States defined its defense aims
clearly. The resulting document, known as NSC, signaled a new direction in American security policy. Based
on the assumption that "the Soviet Union was engaged in a fanatical effort to seize control of all governments
wherever possible," the document committed America to assist allied nations anywhere in the world which
seemed threatened by Soviet aggression. The United States proceeded to increase defense spending
dramatically in response to Soviet threats against Europe and the American, British and French presence in
West Berlin. In China, Americans worried about the advances of Mao Zedong and his communist party.
Chiang had been a war-time ally, but even American support could not bolster a government that was
hopelessly inefficient and corrupt. The Soviet Union accepted Japanese surrender north of the 38th parallel;
the United States did the same in the south. Originally intended as a matter of military convenience, the
dividing line became more rigid as Cold War tensions escalated. Both major powers set up governments in
their respective occupation zones and continued to support them even after departing. In June North Korean
troops crossed the 38th parallel and attacked southward, overrunning Seoul. Meanwhile, the United States was
able to secure a U. The war seesawed back and forth. A daring amphibious landing at Inchon, the port for the
city of Seoul, drove the North Koreans back; but as fighting neared the Chinese border, China entered the war,
sending massive forces across the Yalu River. Truce talks began in July Cold War struggles were also
occurring in the Middle East. Strategically important as a supplier of oil, the region appeared vulnerable in ,
when Soviet troops failed to leave Iran as promised, even after British and American forces had already
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withdrawn. When the United States observed Soviet tanks entering the region, Washington readied for a direct
clash. Two years later, the United States officially recognized the new state of Israel 15 minutes after it was
proclaimed -- a decision Truman made over strong resistance from Marshall and the State Department. While
cultivating close ties with Israel, the United States still sought to keep the friendship of Arab states opposed to
Israel. Eisenhower, who assumed the presidency in , was different from his predecessor. A war hero, he had a
natural, homey manner that made him widely popular. In the postwar years, he served as army chief of staff,
the president of Columbia University and finally head of NATO before seeking the Republican presidential
nomination. Although he was skillful at getting people to work together, he sought to play a restrained public
role. Still, he shared with Truman a basic view of American foreign policy. Eisenhower, too, perceived
communism as a monolithic force struggling for world supremacy. He believed that Moscow, under leaders
such as Stalin, was trying to orchestrate worldwide revolution. In his first inaugural address, he declared,
"Forces of good and evil are massed and armed and opposed as rarely before in history. Freedom is pitted
against slavery, lightness against dark. Rather, a more aggressive policy of liberation was necessary, to free
those subjugated by communism. But for all of the rhetoric, when democratic rebellions broke out in areas
under Soviet domination -- such as in Hungary in -- the United States stood back as Soviet forces suppressed
them. In Truman had authorized the development of a new and more powerful hydrogen weapon. Now
Eisenhower, in an effort to keep budget expenditures under control, proposed a policy of "massive retaliation.
In practice, however, Eisenhower deployed U.
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9: The Civil Rights Movement
For the United States of America, to was a time of high economic growth and general www.enganchecubano.com was
also a time of confrontation as the capitalist United States and its allies politically opposed the Soviet Union and other
communist countries; the Cold War had begun.

Baby boomers are those people born worldwide between and , the time frame most commonly used to define
them. The first baby boomers reached the standard retirement age of 65 in There are about 76 million
boomers in the U. In Canada, they are known as "Boomies;" six million reside there. In Britain, the boomer
generation is known as "the bulge. World War II ended in Most members of the armed forces came home en
masse, numbering in the millions. VA loans for homes and farms were made available to GIs at low interest
rates, and low or no down payment. In addition, the GI Bill made higher education a reachable goal with
low-interest loans. Preceding the war was the era of the Great Depression and the Dust Bowl. Children of that
era were a generation hardened by poverty; millions were deprived of the security of a home and job. Then
they fought the greatest war in human history, World War II. Reconnecting with families and loved ones, a
large portion of returning GIs, backed by the GI Bill, married and started families, went back to school and
bought their first homes. Jobs, especially in the northeast and on the coasts, were plentiful. In , the GI Bill
helped more than a million veterans to enroll in college. The move to the suburbs. In fact, large-scale, planned
communities and housing tracts were being built on the outskirts of all major American cities, especially in
California. It was common that the young wives of virtually entire suburban neighborhoods were pregnant at
the same time. In short order, new schools had to be built. Farm and ranch land became seas of similar-looking
homes without town centers, jobs, or city amenities. Eventually, many isolated suburban tracts, numbering in
thousands of homes, did become legal communities, albeit on a different model from traditional communities
with a core downtown business center. Interspersed throughout those new communities were "strip malls,"
businesses lined up in a row along roadsides, usually in common and architecturally uninspired buildings
fronted by a large parking lot with little or no greenery. Malls began to offer basic commodities, then became
prime community meeting places, especially for the younger crowd. Suburbs were relatively safe, and suitable
for children, perhaps, but a breeding ground for discontentment and mischief among teenagers. The Fifties
Years of innocence. The s were, in some ways, years of innocence. The Saturday movie matinee was only 35
cents on the West Coast. The drive-in theater became part of the young-family social scene, primarily owing
to cheap tickets. The main movie genres were established: Musicals and science fiction movies were popular
by the s. Westerns were especially popular with families, and many were created specifically for adolescents.
Popular kid shows most often followed a serial format, appearing in the afternoon on Saturdays. At times,
matinees played in several installments per week. This could be considered a teen movie, but quite different
from the Disney teen movies of the next decades. Early examples of the sci-fi genre featured male protagonists
fighting for law and order in outer space. A generation reared with television. Pictures and sound were sent by
wire from Washington, D. Postwar television was still new in America, west of Chicago. Most shows were
either live or were movies converted for TV â€” triggering a nationwide trend of theater closures that persists
into the 21st century. Other pastimes included malt shops, community swimming pools, and clubs. The most
popular of the clubs were the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. By , boomers were enjoying after-school sports at
the junior-high level. The I Love Lucy show was unique â€” the longest continuously running show in
television history, which continues to air daily. Emulating wartime mothers, postwar American moms began
to find jobs outside the home. Thus began an age of discontentment. Living in seemingly sterile
neighborhoods devoid of urban diversions and the traditional extended family, many children were left to fend
for themselves after school. They became known as "latchkey kids. Spock also taught child development at
Case-Western University and wrote additional books on the subject. The influence of those books on the
parents and children of the Baby Boom Generation is difficult to overstate. As the Cold War heated up and
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American troops were sent to Vietnam , Spock became a vocal political activist, speaking out for disarmament
and against the war in Southeast Asia. To Spock, that was just another way of defending the young people to
whom he was so devoted. His political views made him unpopular in some circles and hurt the sales of his
baby and child care book, but he persisted, convinced that politics was an essential part of pediatrics. He
participated in anti-nuclear demonstrations well into his 80s and 90s, and ran for president on a third-party
ticket in , speaking out on issues concerning working families, children, and minorities. During the Cold War
Era, many families fatalistically built bomb shelters in their backyard. The boomers were the first of all human
generations to be reared under the real threat of Armageddon. Sometimes sirens were tested after school when
mothers were not yet home from work â€” that was scary. In California, many children knew how to stand
clear of the chimney and go to the nearest door frame for safety, during the occasional earthquake. That was
scary as well. The suburbs were not the paradise many parents had imagined they would be. The Sixties
Accelerating change. The s was the decade that defined the boomers. The music, events, and social changes
left a permanent imprint. The year was a great deal different from Hair styles changed dramatically. High
school yearbooks in would show girls with carefully coiffed hair, while soon the style switched to long and
straight. Among blacks, the Afro came to represent a hair style distinct to their cultural heritage. As an
celebrity antiwar protester, Dr. Spock was again in the national limelight. California was a magnet for
disenfranchised dreamers, often called "hippies. The phrase was derided by conservative critics and most other
adults. And they came, idealistic, euphoric and hopeful, ragged and broke. Most were disillusioned by what
they found, then returned to the communities they came from, or just moved on. A few sampled the rural life
in communes or on farms, but most of those became disillusioned with the tough work. Nevertheless, the
idealism of the Sixties and some alternative rural communities survive and thrive in the 21st century, thanks to
aging boomers with enduring values. The Seventies Social dreams. Those born at the early end of the boomer
continuum were in their early 20s by The deaths of President John F. Kennedy , Senator Robert F. As teens
and young adults, many boomer activists pushed for new federal legislation to fulfill the old social dreams of
the Bill of Rights and FDR. One federal response was Affirmative Action , the mandated encouragement of
increased representation of women and minority-group members, especially in higher-education admittance
and job-hiring practices. Proponents believed that a boost for women and minorities would help equalize
access to the American Dream. Weber case, the Supreme Court ruled that the private sector could apply
voluntary racial preference programs in hiring. In both cases, conservatives accused the high court of
endorsing reverse discrimination. Many argued that employers and schools that preferentially favored women
and minorities were committing the same injustice against whites that the Jim Crow laws had committed
against black s.
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