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It was renamed in in honor of William Bucknell, a major benefactor. It has enrolled women since and,
although founded by Pennsylvania Baptists especially to train teachers and missionaries, it always has been
open to students and faculty of all religious faiths and it is nondenominational today. Over the years, the
University has steadily evolved from a local, denominational institution to a highly visible national institution.
The 3, undergraduates and 67 graduate students are drawn from most states and 54 countries, including 19
percent who are students of color and 7 percent from abroad. Prospective undergraduate interest is such that
only This type is decidedly undergraduate and collegiate, providing for personalized, liberal learning, yet it
incorporates the curricular complexity and scope of significantly larger institutions. Professional and
preprofessional programs in the College of Engineering, music, education, and the Freeman College of
Management do more than coexist with the liberal arts and sciences. Requirements are structured to develop
context â€” historical, cultural, and geographic â€” for the study of nature and societies; the analytical tools
and ability to reason; initiative and motivation to learn; and basic writing, quantification, and problem-solving
skills. Because students will be living and working in a world where intercultural competence and technology
will demand broad perspective and transferable habits of thought, Bucknell includes both independent and
collaborative learning, as well as focused study in international and modern culture and issues, as cornerstones
of the undergraduate experience. Great Teaching and Other Assets Notwithstanding the variety of intellectual
commitments and practices represented at Bucknell, the faculty aspire to be great teachers universally and
single-mindedly. They practice a most direct, energetic, and committed form of pedagogy, one result of which
is a rich variety of close intellectual encounters between faculty and their students. Employment and graduate
school placement figures are also very high. The acre campus is among the most attractive in the country;
most of its more than facilities are described later in the catalog. The University provides comprehensive
residential and student activities programs to support the educational mission and to promote personal growth
and responsibility. Ninety-one percent of Bucknell students live on campus, enjoying options that include
seven residential colleges. More than student organizations create a wide range of cocurricular and
extracurricular opportunity in the arts, media, community service, religion, and other areas. An active Greek
system involves about 55 percent of the eligible non-first-year students. Approximately one-fifth of all
students participate in 27 varsity sports at the Division I level. Bucknell is a member of the Patriot League,
whose member institutions share a commitment to the primacy of the academic experience. Bucknell ranked 1
in the nation in the NCAA student-athlete graduation rate report and 2 in the , , and reports, and 4 in the
survey. The campus is bordered by the Susquehanna River and Lewisburg, a historic small town in scenic
central Pennsylvania.
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