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On one of the first pages of her book, Ambivalent Conquests, before the Preface and even the Table of Contents, author
Inga Cledinnen presents a quote from Antonio de Ciudad Real written in that reveals the Yucatan became so named
because when the Spaniards asked the Mayan residents what the land was called, they replied that they could.

Pre-Columbian period[ edit ] The people of the former Chan Santa Cruz state are predominantly indigenous
descendants of the Maya. The northern portion of the mapped area was probably included within the state of
Coba during the Classic Period. Early post-invasion influences include Arawak and Carib refugees from the
islands, shipwrecked Spaniards and escaped African slaves. This evidence includes pages from a Spanish book
which were reused as writing paper for several pages of the manuscript Coe This provenance is not
universally accepted. The most famous of these campaigns was against the indigenous Kanek and his
followers. Uprising[ edit ] When the Spanish Creoles Criollos declared Yucatecan independence in the midth
century and began fighting over control of the resources of their infant slave state, the Maya leadership saw
their best chance to gain independence. They had been planning this action for some time, as revealed by
letters discovered in the 21st century. These constitute written orders, through an established military chain of
command, to step up the plan. The former Xiu Maya state remained in the hands of the Yucateco Creoles. The
descendants of this short-lived Maya free state and those who live like them are commonly known as Cruzoob
Reed The talking cross continues to speak at this shrine Reed , Villa Rojas At its greatest extent, from the s
through the s, the Chan Santa Cruz state encompassed all of the southern and central parts of the Mexican state
of Quintana Roo. The fall of the Maya free state[ edit ] From the late s through , the United Kingdom
recognized the Maya free state as a de facto independent nation, even sponsoring treaty negotiations between
the Spanish Yucateco state and the Maya Crusoob state. These negotiations resulted in a signed international
treaty, which was never ratified by either party. The Maya state had extensive trade relations with the British
colony of British Honduras , and its military was substantially larger than the garrison and militia in the
British colony. In contrast to the Yucatecans and the Mexicans, the British found it both practical and
profitable to maintain good relations with the Maya free state for some years. It is unclear why the
commanding general ordered a wholesale slaughter of the garrison. Possibly he was tired of retaking the city
from the more aggressive Yucateco state. Regardless, this action frightened the tiny British colonial
establishment in neighboring British Honduras. After the Creoles offered their country to anyone who might
consider the defense of their lives and property worth the effort, Mexico finally accepted. Mexican occupation
did not end resistance by the indigenous Maya, who continued to conduct guerrilla attacks against the
Mexicans under the leadership of General Francisco May. In , May signed a formal peace treaty with the
government of Mexico. Various treaties with Mexico were signed by the leaders of the indigenous state
through the late s and s. These treaties, "Letters of General May", make very interesting reading today. The
indigenous priests had maintained their ancient religious texts and their spiritual knowledge, as they continue
to do today Roys , Thompson Maya sacred books[ edit ] When Friar Jacobo de Testera arrived, leading the
first of the Franciscan Missions to the Maya in the second half of the 16th century, he began a Maya
encyclopedia project. He intended to collect the prayers, orations, commentaries, and descriptions of native
life as aids to the Spanish overthrow of Maya culture in general and the Maya religion, specifically. After the
project was anathemized by the Roman Church , the former Maya collaborators collected and reconstructed as
much as they could. They assembled the materials into a loose collection of texts, which is now known as the
Books of Chilam Balam Roys Usually translated as a collection of historical and mythological texts, this book
contains a great deal of information specifically pertaining to the ancient Maya Calendar and the priests who
maintained it. The Songs of Dzitbalche , Barrera Vasquez is a collection of songs, prayers and ritual speeches.
The Ritual of the Bakabs, Roys , Marin , etc. The first half of this book is comparable to the books of Chilam
Balam of Chumayel and Tizimin and contains Maya songs, advice, prayers and ritual speeches. Maya Herbals,
Roys , Ethnobotany of the Maya. For the first time in centuries, the Maya were in charge of a state that
supported their indigenous faith. The Roman Church had consistently refused even to ordain native Maya as
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priests. The Maya church in every Crusero village and town, houses the Holy Cross in her sanctuary. Maya
churches are easily distinguished from Roman churches by the presence of a walled inner sanctum, the gloria,
inside the Maya church Villa Rojas There are 1, 4, 5, 6, or 7 Chakoob, one for each direction addressed in a
particular ritual. The directions are color-coded along with their Chakoob. Thus, east is red, north is white,
west is black, south is yellow, sky is blue, earth is green and the center is clear Thompson She and the other
feminine spirits are autonomous and can be petitioned for good through prayers before her cross or image.
Worship[ edit ] There are two great annual festivals, both descended from the two great annual festivals of the
pre-Columbian Maya. The Crusoob also celebrate a Mass and Novenas, which always include offerings of
corn tortillas and typically tamales , meat, fruit, atole , pepper, chocolate, a dessert and an alcoholic beverage,
Villa Rojas In addition to the village patron cross and the household crosses, there are special Lineage
Crosses for important lines, four Guardian Crosses at the entrances to town, and others that guard sinkholes
and wells, Villa Rojas The religion of the people in the 21st century is quite mixed, with some devoted
exclusively to the indigenous church and its ritual calendar. Others are exclusively or partially Roman
Catholic, Protestant or Evangelical. The shrines of the "Talking crosses" remain a vital part of the local culture
into the 21st century. As recently as , the Mexican Government finally lifted the stigma of witchcraft, to which
indigenous priests had been subject under Mexican Civil and Roman Church law. They recognized the Church
of the Talking Cross as a legitimate religion, plaque on shrine in Corrillo Puerto. In addition to responsibilities
for military service the constitution was written in time of war and support for the indigenous church, the
Maya people and those of any race who consented to the sovereignty of the new state were guaranteed equal
and fair treatment, Bricker Official correspondence and international treaties of the Maya state[ edit ] Treaties
with the Yucateco state. Treaties with the British Government. Official correspondence with Washington,
Sullivan Treaties of the Yucateco state. Treaties between Mexico and the British Government. The Spenser
Mariscal Treaty, These officials are typically among the oldest and most impoverished of the people, having
distributed most of their personal property to finance the associated community festivals, Redfield and Villa
Rojas The supreme commander of Maya military forces. This position was held by several different
individuals. There is some evidence that the first, most effective and longest serving General of the Plaza was
Bernardino Cen Sullivan Subsequent attempts to revive the generalship have failed to garner the support of
the community as a whole and the military survives primarily as an honor guard for the Maya Church.
Nonetheless, during the war of liberation it was the generals of the north and of the south who garnered the
most space in the Spanish and British colonial press, Motul Dictionary, Villa Rojas
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Ambivalent Conquests sheds light on the experience of the Maya following the arrival of the Spanish in the Americas
and their subsequent resistance (and alliance) with the conquistadors as they expanded the Spanish Empire.

James Bowden c c c c EBB: Landa launched a strong inquisition in the region in response to reports that the
Maya, whom he consider to have been converted to Catholic belief, were sacrificing young women in a
resurgence of Mayan human sacrifice and that it had been mixed with Christian elements, particularly that of
crucifixion. Previously Landa had written the royal court about abuses carried out against the natives by the
Spanish military leadership and others under their jurisdiction. However now Landa proceeded with vigor to
root out the revived paganism and did so in a manner that was excessive even for the late medieval period. In
the book she manages an excellent job of describing some of the issues that various scholars have raised with
the text. In other places she is unable to escape the more recent and definite liberal historiography on this
subject with its blanket condemnations of ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc
cTwo notes are appropriate at this point. I did attempt to access the article however it was not feasible to do so
due to the fact that there were pay and other restrictions on the website. However the magnitude of liberal bias
is not as great as they are in other works consulted in regard to this subject. The two other sources which could
be found in book form both approached the matter in a surprising manner. It provides a strong basis for
understanding that not all of the Maya felt unfavorably to the Spanish and some were actually quite in favor of
the Spanish. Also Restall refreshingly admits that the scholarship on this subject has gotten so blatantly liberal
and biased that it has gone to the extent of exaggeration. She does well to avoid some of the tedium and
unnecessary fillers that can be run across in a work such as this. The most negative aspect of the book is that
her thesis is not clearly defined and it is with great pains that one deduces it from looking at chapter titles,
reading the monograph, and reading the conclusion which still does not address the thesis of her argument
squarely and contains a long set of equivocation. Beacon Press, , 29 hc c not to destroy them completely. It
was for Landa an opportunity to save their souls once again. This is a very interesting and provocative thesis
and it deserves a closer look. The Inquisition had been established by the Catholic Church in around C. This
had led to massive upheavals and intense religious persecution of various religious minorities in the region.
The Inquisition however was not disbanded after this point and anywhere there were signs of trouble the
inquisition was not far behind. Over time two main orders, the Dominican and Franciscans had come to
dominate and eventually be the sole leaders of the inquisitions. Indeed the Franciscans took a monopoly on the
Yucatan mission field and by doing so were largely able to follow their own policy with little interference.
The practice of the inquisition was limited and there were restrictions. The bull stated that the Inquisition may
be carried out by a lower Friar in the absence of a Bishop, but a Bishop had been named was sent to Yucatan
and was in route. It should be noted that the inquisition that he launched was begun in just after his promotion.
It may well have also been that communication was extremely slow at this time and the sending of the letter,
the reading and giving of a commission, and a return trip would take somewhere in the neighborhood of six
months to a year, time which Landa apparently did not think wise to go to waste. Therefore he did overstep his
authority and should have waited for the new Bishop, Bishop Francisco de Toral to arrive. Clendinnen offers
the number of 4, men and women who were subjected to the various means of extracting a confession. The
number of people subjected to this inquisition does not appear to be as exceptionally high as one might first
think since in a Peruvian case, coming shortly afterwards, a similar number of persons were subject to the
inquisition. In the Peruvian inquisition 3, men and women were involved with 48 having been condemned to
burn at the stake. Clendinnen at this point in her narrative asserts that the First Provincial Council of Mexico
in had prescriptions on how to conduct a proper inquisition but she does not quote a relevant portion of the
text. However if Landa continued in his practice he may have been unaware of the order. Landa was never
able to fully implement the entire inquisition because Bishop Francisco de Toral finally arrived and put an
immediate halt to it. It is interesting to note that Landa was also acquitted by the Spanish authorities. While
there is nothing formal that may be taken from his acquittal, with the knowledge that most inquisitors were not
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punished it may be surmised that conviction, even if he had violated the rules, would not have taken place.
Cambridge University Press, , 76 8 A detailed search for the text of the council was conducted however no
text was located. In the search some references did occur but all of these were in connection with censorship
of the arts and nothing about the auto de fe. As posted by the Australian government and even re-iterated at a
lecture that was listened to Clendinnen grew up in a household in which her mother was, in her eyes, subjected
to the worst of domestic duties in the household as well she is a noted left-wing feminist. There is nothing in
her biography noting the role of a father and one wonders whether she was enabled to see and understand the
role of a father being in a possible mono-parent setting. The theory was advanced by David E. Timmer
believes that because the main administrators worked under these men to varying degrees they must either
held this same view or had come under its influence. Medieval times were different however Timmer does not
present any evidence of writing or a source that indicates their assent beyond simply their proximity. Timmer
even adds that this variety of millennialism had died down and was now more represented in symbols and
attitudes. Millennialism would not have been as strong a motivator for Landa as would nationalism be since
Landa and Catholicism in general does not teach that actions done by those within the church will expedite or
speed up the return of Christ. This views decreasing popularity may show it to have been a theological
aberration not generally spoken about in the church. In the late medieval period as this was, faith or religion
was intimately tied to the state and to be within the church, whether it be
ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc v c Timmer, David E. Byzantium had
been Eastern Orthodox, the early monarchies of Europe fell into step with Western Catholicism or Aryanism
and slowly converted to simply following the See of Rome, Catholicism took especial root in the Spanish
monarchy. This process of saturation began with King Ferdinand of Aragon and Queen Isabella of Castile and
their united monarchy in the year After a key victory over the Muslims, capturing Granada, they forced the
Jewish and remaining Muslims to either leave the country or convert to Catholic Christianity. In this period
many persons did convert but because the monarchs were highly suspicious they instituted the Inquisition in
the realm to try false converters. Landa appears to have been motivated by a pure desire to bring the Maya
back within the proper framework of Spanish loyalty and Catholic faith which for him were not two separate
issues but two sides of the same coin. In conclusion it appears that Landa had in all likelihood a sincere and
unfeigned missionary love for the Maya. When he saw the abuse that the Maya were suffering at the hands of
the other Spaniards he had genuine compassion and was truly indignant; the natives were people, they were
men and women who had souls and emotions, and Landa certainly wanted them to be converted and not
driven off by what they may perceive as the abuse of Christians. Landa has not received the praise that is in
order for his taking a strong position and writing to the Spanish royal court about this matter and it is woefully
under reported because it shows a true compassion for the Maya and does not fit in the general narrative
template of liberalism and its harsh condemnation of the Catholic church as being a barbarous and insensitive
institution. Indeed Landa accused one of the main governors of the Yucatan of abusive behavior and pursued
him with charges all across New Spain. Landa saw these people as people to convert and not to destroy but to
rebuild in the mold of Spanish Catholic teaching and life. This Catholicism was intimately tied to the State and
at this time the state religion was the religion for all persons; without exception and to not follow it was
treason. This drove him to do what his Spanish Catholic Franciscan training would lead him to do; implement
the inquisition. The Inquisition, as noted earlier, had been established in C. In this context there is no doubt
that Landa was acting in what he believed was the right manner and in something of the mode of right by
position. Also for the Maya, who were unfamiliar with the variable rules of the inquisition, the result was not
what they expected. Most victims of the inquisition were punished in various ways, running the line from
wearing a letter or cross on their clothing to death. It was at this critical stage of the process that Landa lacked
the most critical element; clear council. Most of the decisions on punishment were usually not reached in
isolation but consultation. His methods did exceed the norm for inquisitions as shown by the high number of
deaths of those even questioned and again, it is at this point that Landa deserved though did not receive rebuke
or censure. Brill, Timmer, David E.
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Book Review Ambivalent Conquests: Maya and Spaniard in Yucatan, Inga Clendinnen book, Ambivalent Conquests:
Maya and Spaniard in Yucatan, is centered on the Spanish incursion of the Yucatan Peninsula, affects on Mayan
civilization, and the Spanish struggles in controlling these people.

The other, one Golzalo Guerrero, went native. Unfortunately, the shipwrecked Spaniards also seem to have
caused an epidemic of what must have been smallpox. The Spanish expeditions of discovery met with
hostility; the Spaniards heard the Indians say "Castilan", which means that Guerrero must have warned them.
Several attempts of conquest met with resistance, although the Maya had very bad projectile weapons
compared to the muskets and cannon of the conquistadors. In , only twenty years after the supposed
conversion of the Maya to Christianity, it was discovered that some of them still worshiped their traditional
gods. Bishop Diego de Landa, which comes out as a completely demonic figure, instituted the trials that the
Spanish Inquisition is famous for, but with fewer legal safeguards than was possible in Spain. Over three
months, more than Indians were tortured, died under torture, 13 committed suicide, and 18 disappeared and
probably committed suicide out of the public view. Landa also destroyed as many Mayan books as he could
lay his hands on 27 on this occasion and more on others ; only four are known to have survived into modern
times. The crimes Landa claimed to have uncovered included human sacrifice in a manner blasphemous to
Christians. Another bishop, Francisco de Toral, apparently did not trust these reports and believed that
innocent Indians were being slandered by the friars; he used his authority to free the imprisoned Indians. What
is remarkable is how the post-Conquest Mayas adopted the outward forms of the European culture, while
completely refusing to understand its internal logic, like the Chukchi of Russian folklore. When the Spaniards
made the Indians dismantle a native temple and build a Christian church out of its stones, they wanted to
demonstrate the weakness of the native religion in the face of Christianity, but to the Maya they demonstrated
the impermanence of all things, including the Christian church. It seems rumors of the natives sliding back
into their old religious practices fired Landa with a zeal for torture and punishment that is a hallmark of
religious fanaticism. First it was some admittance to idol worship, then under torture some Maya told stories
of human sacrifice for the gods. Some 4, people were tortured and died during torture or from the results of
torture. The author demonstrates from her research that the stories of human sacrifice were most likely
fabricated under the duress of the torture. Quite a few Maya committed suicide to avoid the humiliation,
misery and possible death while being tortured. Admittedly there were quite a few friars previous to the
inquisition that defended the natives from excessive abuses of the encomiendas a type of feudalism enforced
by the Spanish. This was a pattern throughout the Spanish colonies. Still the friars committed their own forms
of abuse on the local population. During the inquisition even some encomenderos were shocked at the
behavior of the friars and they tried ineffectively to protect their wards.
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In Ambivalent Conquests Clendinnen penetrates the thinking and feeling of the Mayan Indians in a detailed
reconstruction of their assessment of the intruders. This new edition contains a preface by the author where she reflects
upon the book's contribution in the past fifteen years.

Not only can it reflect language barriers, but also misunderstanding of cultural norms, religion and gender
roles. This was a two way street. Both the Spanish and inhabitants of the Andes and the Yucatan Peninsula
struggled with their own perceptions and misunderstandings of the other. Colonization brought about multiple
realities and distorted self images. The result of these misunderstandings was violence, Spaniard against
Indian, Catholic against pagan, conquistador against woman. In this paper the writings of Clendinnen and
Silverblatt will be as a contextual basis to consider the effect of "encounters" on both the Indians and the
Spanish. The resistance to, and ambivalence of, the conquest can be linked to this "confusion of tongues". The
role of the church was vital. This was regardless of whether the people actually understood. From the outset of
Spanish incursions into Yucatan there was confusion. The name Yucatan was derived from the Mayan uic
athan, meaning "we do not understand". This was obviously the confused Mayan reply to Spanish enquiries
about the Indian name for the land. In the second expedition to Yucatan, Grijalva took along at least one of
those Indians captured by Cordoba to act as interpreter, and took pains to avoid violence. This time the Mayan
appeared less intransigent, although this may have been in the hope of getting the Spanish to quickly move on.
With the Mayan emphasis on village history and status of personal lineage this was an important concession.
The usual sexual abuse took place during the military phase of conquest and later many commoners chose
Indians as their wives. Also the new gender structure brought a dismantling of traditional society which meant
it could not be perpetuated. Here the shattering of gender roles also meant the destruction and reconstruction
of social class. This was to change with the advent of Franciscan friars. Many chose to adopt Indian ways in
an attempt to proselytize more effectively. The Franciscans invented the role of missionary as they went along,
adding to the syncretism of native and Catholic values. They indoctrinated the Indians in Hispanic ways but
did not teach them Spanish which was a large factor in the "confusion of tongues". Few friars could actually
communicate effectively in Mayan. Torture was used to extricate confessions, many traditions were banned,
and most of the precious historical books of the Mayan were destroyed. Pathetic confessions by Indians raise
the question whether it was the inadequacies of teaching or sheer terror that brought them forth. Perhaps it was
because the Spanish were seen as only temporary intruders. One pair even declared themselves Pope and
bishop! The hope was a return of Jesus and his Mayan lords to a Yucatan cleansed of foreign interference.
Therefore borrowing from Europe, apart from the script, was minimal. Not only did the Incas graft
Catholicism into their tradition, but also the devil and paganism. Women had been pivotal in the worship of
Andean gods which brought material well being. The burden of colonialism had always fallen heavy on
women but was particularly more in Peru. Jesuits took a particular dislike to their sexual behavior. As in the
Yucatan, confessions of witchcraft were made under duress and they too looked for the god that would free
them from oppression. Little wonder that some of these women saw the devil as Spanish. However there are
other examples listed. These include the lack of Franciscan letters to home, the validity of confused
confessions under torture, the similarity of correspondence sent on behalf of de Landa, and the exaggerated
number of deaths. We can see too that it was bound together with violence and ignorance. Any reproduction in
print or in any fixed or for-profit medium is not allowed without written permission. If any of these pages are
copied, downloaded or printed the copyright statement must remain attached.
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In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content: Spiritual and Earthly Conquests: New works on
colonial Mexico Sean F. Indians and Spaniards in New Galicia, â€” University of New Mexico Press,
Indigenous politics and self-government in Mexico City, â€” University of Oklahoma Press. Building Colonial
Cities of God: Mendicant orders and urban culture in New Spain. Stanford University Press, Slavery, culture,
and power in colonial Mexico, â€” The Conquest All Over Again: Nahuas and Zapotecs thinking, writing, and
painting Spanish colonialism. Edited by Susan Schroeder. The Flower and the Scorpion: Sexuality and ritual
in early Nahua culture. Duke University Press, Indigenous devotions, discipline and dissent in colonial
Mexico. Even this well-trodden narrative involves an astounding range of Spanish and Indigenous actors, and
presents complex puzzles of documentation and transcultural interpretation. It is no small wonder that the tale
of these few years has consumed entire academic careers. How much more daunting, then, is the longer and
more complete story of Spanish military, religious and cultural dominion? The broadest definition of the
Conquest of Mexico extends over several centuries to embrace the history of evangelization, acculturation and
state formation among peoples throughout Mesoamerica and North America. However, these publications do
so in ways that take stock of the limits of colonial power, and of the widespread cultural improvisations that
took place within colonial systems. They also bring a remarkable combination of newer research methods to
bear on older historical questions. This review is occasioned, in part, by the publication of The Conquest All
Over, a collection of articles on post-conquest Indigenous experience. Edited scholarly volumes have a way of
indexing the current state of historiography on a given subject, and this is certainly the case with this book.
Among ethnohistorians of Mexico, several similar projects of recent years have expressed the relationship
between the New Conquest History2 and a broader colonial social history: That is, it presents the articles that
follow as contributions to our understanding of Indigenous resistance, adaptation and historical memory
within the general political and cultural context of Christianity and Spanish empire. If this book fits within the
long Gibsonian tradition, it also fits within the younger, but now firmly rooted New Philology tradition
associated with James Lockhart, as well as with contributors Susan Schroeder and Kevin Terraciano. You are
not currently authenticated. View freely available titles:

Page 7

AMBIVALENT CONQUESTS pdf
6: Inga Clendinnen - Wikipedia
FreeBookNotes found 2 sites with book summaries or analysis of Ambivalent www.enganchecubano.com there is a
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Opportunities for more rapid advancement than in Europe 2. Belief that the burdens were themselves glories 3.
Spirits which had chafed in the cloister and energies which under the restrictions of the Old World could too
easily sour into fretfulness found joyful fulfillment in the hardships artificially contrived in the Old World, but
part of the texture of the days of the New; the weary distances traveled, always on foot; the strange food and
stranger diseases; the exhaustion of the struggle to identify, in a flow of sound, the contours and intentions of
human speech. Those burdens became their glory. Missionaries believed they could be in the end of days b.
Massive death of the last people to receive the Word of God seen as sign of end times C. Missionaries do
critical linguistic and anthropological work 1. Most of our best sources on language and pre-Columbian
society come from missionaries who sought to understand the Amerindians 2. But the ultimate goal of this
work was to convert the Amerindians and extinguish their cultures, replacing them with Iberian culture V.
Growth or not of the institutional Church A. Rapid development of bishoprics and dioceses Mexico, much of
it in place by B. Church will provide most of the social services, particularly education, in the colonial world
VI. First Baptism, then conversion 1. Initial efforts at conversion focused on outward rituals, not internal
beliefs 2. Mass baptisms accompanied by giant story-telling images 3. Converts taught to sound out the
syllables of prayers note that the Latin Mass was incomprehensible to a lot of Europeans as well 4. Friars
believed that words and rituals opened a path to God 5. For their part, Amerindians also believed that rituals
opened spiritual doorways B. Caciques Amerindian leaders compelled to convert 1. Sons sent to special
schools for training, conversion 2. Taught to abandon the ways of their fathers and take up Iberian culture 3.
Went back to villages as schoolmasters to pass on new culture 4. Not enough to be Catholic â€” must also
convert to Spanish cultural ways, though different missionary groups emphasized this to greater and lesser
extent C. Limitations of conversion A. Polytheistic Amerindians did not necessarily see Christianity and
Amerindian beliefs as incompatible 1. Many of the saints and apparitions of Mary and Jesus would become
identified with Amerindian or, later, African deities 2. Local tribal deities become linked to particular Catholic
saints, which in turn become village patron saints 3. Not always clear how sincere these identification were B.
Syncretism emerges, a mixing of religions 1. A blending of Catholic, African, Amerindian and folk European
beliefs 2. Pre-Columbian priesthood annihilated in conquest a. Thus high level ritual and theology disappears,
such as the Mayan long count b. But shamanistic popular beliefs centered around daily needs and ritual
survive 3. Followers identify as Catholic, but mix in elements of non-Catholic religion b. For example, Aztec
feasts celebrating ancestors mix with elements of Catholic All Saints and All Souls days to create the rituals of
the Dia de los Muertos 4. Amerindian and later African shamans found in many places, but must stay in hiding
a. Often a go-to source for medical needs, charms and the like, even by Europeans c. Curanderos, who blended
folk Catholicism and shamanism and provided medical and psychological services were sometimes able to be
more open C. Catholic priesthood also changed 1. While Inquisition did its work, accommodation was also
made 2. As they had done in Europe, Church consciously makes use of existing rituals, symbols, and sacred
sites a. Churches often built on top of old temples b. Virgen de Guadalupe 1. A merger of Tonantzin, mother
goddess of earth, moon, and Corn with the Virgin Mary 2. Juan Diego claims to have vision of Mary on Dec.
Site is associated with Tonantzin 4. Collects roses he bundles up with his cape, upon which appears an image
of Virgin Mary 5. Some of the symbolism of this image is resembles that of mother goddess Tonantzin 6. A
shrine will be built at Tepeyac 7. Chance discovery of idols by Franciscan friars 1. Led to investigations,
including a great deal of torture 2. Investigations led to more discoveries 3. Missionaries faced with mounting
evidence of widespread syncretism Response of Missionaries 1. Work in Yucatan overseen by Diego de Landa
2. Used savage, indiscriminate torture 3. Friars used savage punishments - up to lashes; years of forced labor.
All this against all Spanish law -- proper procedures not followed. Spanish settlers shocked at cruelty and
dismissal of legal niceties. Shocked and horrified to learn how their teachings had been received and

Page 8

AMBIVALENT CONQUESTS pdf
transformed 3. Rather than seeing Mayans as ill-taught, saw them as willingly deceitful. Missionaries failed to
understand Mayan world view 2. Use of stones from temples to build Spanish cathedrals a. Seen by Maya as
sign of continuity of cycles of time b. Spaniards saw them as a way of turning sons of caciques into Christians
b. And against the traditions and beliefs of their fathers c. Mayan nobles saw it a means of continuing
traditions i. Maya followed Spanish lead and put up many crosses a. Missionaries saw it as a sign of Mayan
piety b. As elsewhere, led to disillusionment 2. Much of Church retreated to cities 3. Specifically in Yucatan,
contributes to enormous gulf between Mayan and Spaniard. Importance of social institutions A. Lay
brotherhoods generally tasked to support a particular shrine 2. Responsible for public rituals, feasts and public
charity 3. Provided and opportunity for Amerindians and others to participate in religious activity with some
independence from the clergy 4. Provided opportunities for social advancement and to gain public honors B.
Religious plays put on during important feast days 2. Themes often centered around Christian defeats of
pagans, notably Spanish over pre-Conquest groups 4. Whole communities participated 5. High social
importance, and gave Amerindians an opportunity to portray themselves their pre- Spanish Catholic culture X.
Missionaries often saw themselves as defenders of the Amerindians 1. Bartolome de las Casas begins this
tradition with Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies 2. Missionaries sought to relieve Amerindians of
excessive tribute and work demands from settlers 3. Franciscans tended to emphasize love and charity in their
defense of the Amerindians, Jesuits questions of law and jurisdiction B. Less enthusiasm for teaching the
Amerindians Spanish or Portuguese 2. Settlers, European languages seen as sources of corruption of worldly
culture 4. Reducciones used to bring Amerindians in rural areas to live in one place, both to convert them and
separate them from settlers C.
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However, too often it has been seen in a generalized role where the church and state acted hand in hand,
without differentiation between areas, religious orders, and ecclesiastical authority. On closer inspection it can
be seen that the church was often at odds with the state, local elites, and even those they sought to convert. In
addition there were battles between the different orders, between bishops and laity, and between the secular
church and missionaries. This paper will endeavor to outline these differences, along with the attempts made
by the church to adapt to the different conditions encountered. Also, many individual Spaniards, not of the
church, sought to impose their own particular idea of Christianity on the Indians. This has left the legacy of a
peculiar mix of traditional Catholicism and indigenous religion. Columbus set forth believing himself to be
ordained by God in his purpose. This was regardless of whether the people actually understood. These sort of
actions were still happening as late as when the Arawaks of Chile were forced to submit by Pedro de Valdivia.
Parallels can be drawn between the conquest and the defeat of the invading Moors in Spain who showed some
form of civilization but were still unenlightened. This was highlighted when Cortes talked of Indian temples as
Mosques. The Spanish insisted on their religion of monotheism, and convinced many Indians to accept the
Christian God. This was probably because Indians converted to appease the Spanish, because they saw the
Spaniards God as more powerful than their own, or in their own polytheistic sense. Conversion brought
cultural baggage and disruption of lifestyles. This helped develop a distinct form of Mayan Christianity which
later expressed itself in the caste wars. The fight was between the Spanish and Indian Gods, and the most
powerful would prevail. Three powerful orders, the Franciscans, Dominicans, and Jesuits all fought each
other, and the secular church, for power, prestige and souls. Each was different, and tended to dominate in
different areas. Franciscans, who were the largest order in Spain, dominated in Mexico and the Yucatan. Many
chose to adopt Indian ways in an attempt to proselytize more effectively. Francis, had asked for spiritually
minded priests to be summoned to New Spain, not pampered bishops. The Franciscans responded by sending a
select twelve, in the likeness of the twelve apostles. Indians were trained, and chiefs were targeted for
conversion. Franciscan values appear to have been admired, with much less apparent greed. The Franciscans
came into conflict with the state and other orders as they began to consolidate their control in the Yucatan.
They indoctrinated the Indians in Hispanic ways but did not teach them Spanish, thereby giving themselves a
role of mediator. They consolidated villages and patterned them by the sounds of church bells. The state was
condemned for its violence as the order contended that conquest and Christianity did not automatically give
rights. In reality accommodations to native ways and religions were shown by the church. Despite this, its
primary aim, along with conversion, was destruction of native religion. The Indians were considered spiritual
waifs, under the influence of the devil. After a battle with the Inca in Peru a church was constructed on the
site, and the war dead buried in its walls. He had consolidated control in this area and fought off the challenges
of both state and secular church. The friars who had previously preferred psychological manipulation over
physical punishment now judged themselves above the law, and inflicted punishment without right of redress.
Roles were inverted as the frightened Indians sought refuge with the encomenderos who considered the church
a threat to their livelihood and wanted to protect their interests. The Spanish were not told to actually be good
Christians but only to appear to be so. This was the case when the encomderos supported the Indians in the
Yucatan. Slavery was justified because Indians could not be brought into the light of God without a work
ethic. One Indian about to killed refused repentance, he could not bear to go to a heaven where cruel white
men resided. Prescott contends that the Indians of Guatemala were far more hospitable than those of the
Yucatan, or Mexico in general. Initially untutored in the skill of subjugation, the Spanish may have simply
become more adept as they moved on. Here the Jesuit order enjoyed quite some political muscle, in particular
being able to draw free mita labor. Cristobal de Alboronz brought sweeping reforms to the church, laying the
blame for many indiscrepancies at the feet of the priests. Yet fearing the fate of the Indians many orders

Page 10

AMBIVALENT CONQUESTS pdf
refused to yield authority to the state, or the secular church, once it had become established within a certain
area. Las Casas attempted twice to bring settlements to fruition without the interference of the state. Both
experiments were miserable failures. The priests did not understand the Indian religions, nor did many attempt
to. Some priests were more interested in gaining treasure on earth than in heaven, like those who could not
baptise Montezuma because they were too busy collecting gold. Others perpetuated the violence they had
wanted to stop. Priests were subject to the vagaries of different bishops and local lords. The Spanish did not
just conquer the Indians just with religion, but also with technology, disease, and exploiting divisions between
the different peoples. Yet there were still many priests who put aside the vices and entrapments that so many
others fell into, and sought to live humbly with their native brethren. In this they learnt their ways, tried to
teach what they considered a better way of life, and to protect them from the exploitation and misery they
knew would befall them if left to the mercy of the Conquistadors. Some like Bernardino de Sagahun
recognized the Indians virtues. Whilst concluding that Christianization on the whole had brought more harm
than good, he judges the main evil as the tie to the Spanish state. In a true independent Christian state of
Mexico he idealistically believes that, free of Spain, it would be a much better place for all. Any reproduction
in print or in any fixed or for-profit medium is not allowed without written permission. If any of these pages
are copied, downloaded or printed the copyright statement must remain attached. Nicholas Klar, , "What was
the role of the church in the conquest and colonization of Latin America? Did it vary in different areas and
was there a true spiritual conquest" - http:
8: Ambivalent conquests analysis essay
Clendinnen's metaphor - "confusion of tongues", could be construed as having several meanings. Not only can it reflect
language barriers, but also misunderstanding of cultural norms, religion and gender roles.
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Student ID: Submitted to Dr. Loni Bramson HIST Renaissance and Reformation K Spr. 11 June, 2nd c c c c c In | Inga
Clendinnen centers her narrative on the main controversy surrounding the Spanish presence in the Yucatan; the
inquisitional trials launched by.
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