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The justification given for this was to contain Communism, but Blakeley says it was also a means by which to
buttress the interests of US business elites and to promote the expansion of capitalism and neoliberalism in the
Global South. Patrice McSherry , a professor of political science at Long Island University , states that
"hundreds of thousands of Latin Americans were tortured, abducted or killed by right-wing military regimes as
part of the US-led anti-communist crusade," which included US support for Operation Condor and the
Guatemalan military during the Guatemalan Civil War. None of this is remotely controversial or even
debatable. Realist critics attacked the idealism of Wilson as being ill-suited for weak states created at the Paris
Peace Conference. Others, however, criticize the U. Human rights problems[ edit ] Main article: Human rights
in the United States President Bush has been criticized for neglecting democracy and human rights by
focusing exclusively on an effort to fight terrorism. Violation of international law[ edit ] See also: For
example, some critics assert the U. Bush should be tried for war crimes along with Saddam Hussein for
starting aggressive warsâ€”Saddam for his attack on Kuwait and Bush for his invasion of Iraq. See also,
United States War Crimes. As a result, the U. Commitment to foreign aid[ edit ] Main article: They claim
other countries give more money on a per capita basis, including both government and charitable
contributions. By one index which ranked charitable giving as a percentage of GDP, the U. According to the
Index of Global Philanthropy, the United States is the top donor in absolute amounts. That it failed to admit
Jews fleeing persecution from Europe at the beginning of World War II , and that it did not act decisively
enough to prevent or stop the Holocaust. Roosevelt , who was the President at the time, was well-informed
about the Hitler regime and its anti-Jewish policies, [71] but the U. State Department policies made it very
difficult for Jewish refugees to obtain entry visas. Roosevelt similarly took no action on the Wagner-Rogers
Bill , which could have saved 20, Jewish refugee children, following the arrival of Jewish refugees on the MS
St. Louis , who were denied asylum and were not allowed into the United States because of strict laws passed
by Congress. These reports were either denied or unconfirmed by the United States government. When it did
receive irrefutable evidence that the reports were true and photographs of mass graves and murder in Birkenau
camp in , with victims moving into the gas chambers , U. Alienation of allies[ edit ] There is evidence that
many U. Allies signaled dissatisfaction with U. One report suggests that news source Al-jazeera routinely
paints the U. Other affects included reduced influence of the British in Western Hemisphere and removal of
British blockade of U. Right before the bombing of Yugoslavia took place, the U. Small role of Congress in
foreign policy[ edit ] See also: September 11, precipitated this change, where "powers quickly shifted quickly
to the Presidency as the call went up for centralized decision making in a traumatized nation where, quick,
decisive action was considered necessary. It was considered politically dangerous and even unpatriotic to
question this shift, lest one be accused of impeding national safety during a time of war. Regarding the SFA,
"Congress was not consulted in any meaningful way. Once the document was finalized, Congress was not
given the opportunity to debate the merits of the agreement, which was specifically designed to shape the
structure of our long-term relations in Iraq" The issue that remains to be resolved is whether a president can
unilaterally begin, and continue, a military campaign for reasons that he alone defines as meeting the
demanding standards of a vital national interest worth of risking American lives and expending billions of
dollars of taxpayer money. Thus, Brzezinski criticized the Clinton presidency as having a foreign policy which
lacked "discipline and passion" and subjected the U. There are difficulties with Central American nations such
as Honduras. In addition, there are problems not confined to particular regions, but regarding new
technologies. Cyberspace is a constantly changing technological area with foreign policy repercussions.
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Map of the Eastern Mediterranean in The remnant of the Byzantine Empire is visible in the west; the nascent
Seljuq Empire and Fatimid Egypt are shown in green. The Islamic prophet Muhammad founded Islam in the
Arabian Peninsula and had united much of Arabia into a single polity by his death in Arab power expanded
rapidly in the 7th and 8th centuries largely by military conquest. Jerusalem was taken from the Byzantine
Empire after a siege in Pilgrimages by Catholics to sacred sites were permitted, Christian residents in Muslim
territories were given Dhimmi status, legal rights, and legal protection. These Christians were allowed to
maintain churches, and marriages between faiths were not uncommon. The victory over the Byzantine army at
the Battle of Manzikert was once considered a pivotal event by historians but is now regarded as only one
further step in the expansion of the Great Seljuk Empire into Anatolia. The Christian Church split along Latin
Orthodox lines in after centuries of disagreement leading to a permanent division called the Eastâ€”West
Schism. Beginning around and continuing during the First Crusade, the Investiture Controversy was a power
struggle between Church and state in medieval Europe over whether the Catholic Church or the Holy Roman
Empire held the right to appoint church officials and other clerics. The result was intense piety and an
increased interest in religious affairs amongst the general population in Catholic Europe and religious
propaganda by the Papacy advocating a just war to reclaim Palestine from the Muslims. Participation in a
crusade was seen as a form of penance that could counterbalance sin. Rhineland massacres In , at the Council
of Piacenza , Byzantine Emperor Alexios I Komnenos requested military aid from Pope Urban II , probably in
the form of a small body of mercenary reinforcements he could direct and control. Many historians consider
that Urban also hoped that aiding the Eastern Church would lead to its reunion with the Western under his
leadership. Only survived an ambush by the Turks at the Civetot. However, members of the high aristocracy
from France, western Germany, the Low countries, and Italy were drawn to the venture, commanding their
own military contingents in loose, fluid arrangements based on bonds of lordship, family, ethnicity, and
language. He was rivalled by the relatively poor but martial Bohemond of Taranto and his nephew Tancred
from the Norman community of southern Italy. They were joined by Godfrey of Bouillon and his brother
Baldwin I of Jerusalem in leading a loose conglomerate from Lorraine , Lotharingia , and Germany. This
marked a high point in Latin and Greek co-operation and also the start of Crusader attempts to take advantage
of political and religious disunity in the Muslim world: Crusader envoys were sent to Egypt seeking an
alliance. The Normans resisted for hours before the arrival of the main army caused a Turkish withdrawal.
After this, the nomadic Seljuks avoided the Crusade. Instead, Aleppo and Damascus had competing rulers.
Eventually, Bohemond persuaded a tower guard in the city to open a gate and the Crusaders entered,
massacring the Muslim and many Christian Greeks, Syrian and Armenian inhabitants. The sultan of Baghdad
raised a force to recapture the city led by the Iraqi general Kerbogha. Losing numbers through desertion and
starvation in the besieged city, the Crusaders attempted to negotiate surrender, but this was rejected by
Kerbogha, who wanted to destroy them permanently. Morale within the city was boosted when Peter
Bartholomew claimed to have discovered the Holy Lance. Bohemond recognised that the only option now was
for open combat, and he launched a counterattack against the besiegers. This ended only when news arrived
that the Fatimid Egyptians had taken Jerusalem from the Turks, and it became imperative to attack before the
Egyptians could consolidate their position. Bohemond remained in Antioch, retaining the city despite his
pledge that this would return to Byzantine control, while Raymond led the remaining Crusader army rapidly
south along the coast to Jerusalem. However, the arrival of craftsman and supplies transported by the Genoese
to Jaffa tilted the balance in their favour. For two days the Crusaders massacred the inhabitants and pillaged
the city. This relief force retreated to Egypt, with the vizier fleeing by ship. Of the other princes, only Tancred
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remained with the ambition to gain his own princedom. This may be in part due to a reluctance to relate
Muslim failure, but it is more likely to be the result of cultural misunderstanding. Al-Afdal and the Muslim
world mistook the Crusaders for the latest in a long line of Byzantine mercenaries rather than religiously
motivated warriors intent on conquest and settlement. Even the Turks were divided, with rival rulers in
Damascus and Aleppo. In Baghdad the Seljuk sultan vied with an Abbasid caliph in a Mesopotamian struggle.
This gave the Franks a crucial opportunity to consolidate without any pan-Islamic counter-attack. Bernard of
Clairvaux , who had encouraged the Second Crusade in his preaching, was so perturbed by the violence that he
journeyed from Flanders to Germany to deal with the problem. From the system fell into murderous political
intrigue and Egypt declined from its previous affluent state. When Amalric broke the alliance in a ferocious
attack, Shawar again requested military support from Syria, and Shirkuh was sent by Nur ad-Din for a second
time. Amalric retreated, but the victorious Shirkuh had Shawar executed and was appointed vizier. He was the
first Muslim to unite Aleppo and Damascus in the Crusade era. Some Islamic contemporaries promoted the
idea that there was a natural Islamic resurgence under Zengi, through Nur al-Din to Saladin although this was
not as straightforward and simple as it appears. His overconfidence and tactical errors led to defeat at the
Battle of Montgisard. However, Saladin lured the force into inhospitable terrain without water supplies,
surrounded the Latins with a superior force, and routed them at the Battle of Hattin. As a result, much of
Palestine quickly fell to Saladin including, after a short five-day siege , Jerusalem. Such were the deprivations
of the Crusaders that at times they are thought to have resorted to cannibalism. Philip considered his vow
fulfilled and returned to France to deal with domestic matters, leaving most of his forces behind. But Richard
travelled south along the Mediterranean coast, defeated the Muslims near Arsuf , and recaptured the port city
of Jaffa. However, in Henry died and most of the Crusaders returned to Germany to protect their holdings and
take part in the election of his successor as Emperor. As collateral, the Crusaders seized the Christian city of
Zara ; Innocent was appalled, and promptly excommunicated them. Following upon their initial success, the
Crusaders captured Constantinople again and this time sacked it, pillaging churches and killing many citizens.
The Fourth Crusade never came within 1, miles of its objective of Jerusalem. Large groups of young adults
and children spontaneously gathered, believing their innocence would enable success where their elders had
failed. Few, if any at all, journeyed to the Eastern Mediterranean. Although little reliable evidence survives for
these events, they provide an indication of how hearts and minds could be engaged for the cause. Leopold and
John of Brienne besieged and captured Damietta but an army advancing into Egypt was compelled to
surrender. However, since his marriage to Isabella II of Jerusalem gave him a claim to the kingdom of
Jerusalem, he finally arrived at Acre in Frederick was culturally the Christian monarch most empathetic to the
Muslim world, having grown up in Sicily, with a Muslim bodyguard and even a harem. His great diplomatic
skills meant that the Sixth Crusade was largely negotiation supported by force. In return, an alliance was made
with Al-Kamil , Sultan of Egypt , against all of his enemies of whatever religion. Louis was defeated at
Mansura and captured as he retreated to Damietta. Louis remained in Syria until to consolidate the Crusader
states. Baibars had three key objectives: The Crusader states were fragmented, and various powers were
competing for influence.
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Christian views on magic and List of people burned as heretics The Inquisition is a group of institutions within
the judicial system of the Catholic Church whose aim was to combat heresy [45] The Spanish Inquisition is
often cited in popular literature and history as an example of Catholic intolerance and repression. Many of
these were originally Spanish Jews , who had left Spain for Portugal. The number of victims is estimated to be
around 40, It was established in , briefly suppressed from â€”, and finally abolished in Salomon and Rabbi
Isaac S. Of this number, it is known that 57 were sentenced to death and executed, and another 64 were burned
in effigy this sentence was applied to those who had fled or died in prison; in the latter case, the remains were
burned in a coffin at the same time as the effigy. Out of 51, â€” 75, cases judged by the Inquisition in Italy
after , around 1, resulted in a death sentence. Thus the inquisitors generally knew what would be the fate of
anyone so remanded, and cannot be considered to have divorced the means of determining guilt from its
effects. The institution survived as part of the Roman Curia , but in , it was renamed the "Supreme Sacred
Congregation of the Holy Office". In , it was renamed the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.
Christian terrorism Christian terrorism comprises terrorist acts committed by groups or individuals who use
Christian motivations or goals for their actions. As with other forms of religious terrorism , Christian terrorists
have relied on interpretations of the tenets of faith â€” in this case, the Bible. Such groups have cited Old
Testament and New Testament scriptures to justify violence and killing or to seek to bring about the " end
times " described in the New Testament. Forcible conversion to Christianity and History of Christian thought
on persecution and tolerance After the Constantinian shift , Christianity became entangled with government.
While anthropologists have shown that throughout history the relationship between religion and politics has
been complex, there is no doubt that religious institutions, including Christian ones, have been used coercively
by governments, and that they have used coercion themselves. He also cites the parable of the great banquet in
Luke Such short term pain for the sake of eternal salvation was an act of charity and love, in his view. Both
the Old and New Testaments recognize that the institution of slavery existed. The earliest surviving Christian
teachings about slavery are from Paul the Apostle. Paul did not renounce the institution of slavery.
Conversely, he taught that Christian slaves ought to serve their masters wholeheartedly. In the ancient world
the slave was a thing. Aristotle wrote that there could never be friendship between a master and a slave, for a
master and a slave have nothing in common: As such, he possesses inestimable worth and great dignity. He is
to be treated properly. In such a framework slavery, even though it was still slavery, could never be the same
type of institution that was imposed on non-Christians. The lowest of slaves will he be to his brothers. May
Canaan be the slave of Shem. Later pseudo-scientific theories would be built around African skull shapes,
dental structure, and body postures, in an attempt to find an unassailable argumentâ€”rooted in whatever the
most persuasive contemporary idiom happened to be: Only peripheral groups such as the Ku Klux Klan and
other Christian hate groups on the racist fringes of the Christian Reconstructionist and Christian Identity
movements advocate the reinstitution of slavery. Christianity and antisemitism Jews burned alive for the
alleged host desecration in Deggendorf , Bavaria, in A strain of hostility among Christians towards Judaism
and the Jewish people developed from the early years of Christianity , persisted over the ensuing centuries ,
was driven by numerous factors including theological differences , the Christian drive for converts [93]
decreed by the Great Commission , a misunderstanding of Jewish beliefs and practices, and a perceived Jewish
hostility towards Christians, and culminated in The Holocaust , which has driven many within Christianity to
reflect on the relationship between theology, practices, and the genocide.
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Hill and Wang, He goes on to posit that while America spouted the ideas of self-determination and
anti-colonialism, paternalism came to dictate U. Hunt goes on to set the historical context of the conflict by
introducing the forces and factors that led to American involvement in Vietnam. Hunt begins the chapter by
giving a biographical sketch of Ho Chi Minh, his anti-colonial upbringing and his communist political
development in Paris. Thus, attempts to pacify the countryside were unsuccessful. Hunt goes on in chapter
four to recount in some detail the policies and actions of Lyndon Johnson regarding Vietnam. He begins with
a short biography of the colorful Texan whose upbringing and entry into politics helped form his paternalistic
attitude and anti-communist ideology. Hunt contends that each of these decisions remain controversial to this
day and goes on to discuss the four most common indictments made against Johnson and the war, confirming
or debunking each charge in turn. LBJ advanced toward his July decision confident in his Cold War faith, his
nationalist ideals, and his code of manliness. He also examines the election of Richard Nixon, the Peace
accords of and and the eventual fall of Saigon , a depressing end to an ill-conceived war. In essence, Vietnam
was lost primarily due to overzealous Cold War ideology and the hubris of those in power. American Politics
and the Vietnam War. As with Hunt, Small opens his book with an examination of the origins of American
involvement in Vietnam. Kennedy knew that his reelection was, at least to a degree, dependent on the actions
he took in South East Asia. Too little assistance, and the American public would view him as soft on
communism. Too much assistance, and the American public would question aiding an unstable government in
South Vietnam. Kennedy would not have to face this conundrum as his assassination left these and a number
of other problems for Lyndon Johnson to navigate during the election. Johnson believed that the key to
success in the election was to keep the people disinterested in Vietnam until after the votes had been cast. This
was not to be, however, as his hawkish opponent, Barry Goldwater, brought the issue to the forefront of the
campaign promising decisive military action in the country. His position changed when the Gulf of Tonkin
incident and subsequent Resolution passed by Congress virtually gave him a blank check to increase
American involvement in the war â€” which he did shortly after being reelected. He retained his moderate
stance for the election however, refusing to admit that escalation was most likely imminent. In Chapter three,
Small explores the escalation of American involvement in the Vietnam conflict in the year following the
election and the political, social and economic results on the home front that resulted. Small goes on to assert
that as American involvement overseas intensified, the number of problems Johnson faced at home increased.
These developments, in turn, led to economic instability and a growing, and at times violent, anti-war
movement. Small posits that a polarization had begun to occur in America by this time. This created great
anxiety in the White House that an alliance would form between the anti-war and civil rights movements.
Facing tough decisions regarding escalation and an increasingly virulent anti-war movement, Johnson dropped
out. Meanwhile, Robert Kennedy, genuinely concerned about what was occurring in Southeast Asia , had
decided to enter the presidential race. Small continues the chapter by discussing the turbulent Democratic
convention in Chicago and the eventual presidential nominations of Hubert Humphrey Democrat and Richard
Nixon Republican. Small posits that the upcoming election affected negotiations for peace in Vietnam because
Vietnamese policy makers understood that future American military action in that country would be overseen
by the man who won the election. As these manipulations were never made public, Nixon did not have to
answer for them and was able to win the presidency in The next chapter examines the increasing polarization
that occurred in America after Nixon took office in By this time, the level of U. He also stepped up his dirty
intelligence gathering campaigns. In the end, however, these actions did not help Nixon achieve his purpose
and the President began to focus on his own re-election campaign, gaining popularity when he ordered the

Page 6

AMERICAS MAJOR WARS: CRUSADERS, CRITICS, AND SCHOLARS,
1775-1972. pdf
release of Lieutenant Calley, the perpetrator of the Mai Lai massacre. While the Papers primarily indicted the
Kennedy and Johnson administrations for mistakes made in Vietnam, Nixon feared the ramifications of their
release. Nixon still had his eye on the upcoming presidential election and his extra-legal activities ensured that
George McGovern, the candidate Nixon would surely be able to beat, was nominated as the Democratic
candidate. The President also stepped up his peace-making image, even taking a trip to China and Moscow in
early Despite the fact that Nixon briefly increased bombing in Hanoi and Haiphong and the VVAW held a
large anti-war protest at the Republican convention in August, he still won the election, thanks in large part to
the extra-legal activities that would come to unseat him soon after. Small dedicates the last chapter to the final
days of the Vietnam conflict. He discusses the negotiations that eventually led to a peace treaty with North
Vietnam â€” a peace that would be short lived, as the departure of American troops would eventually lead to
the fall of South Vietnam to the North. He goes on to discuss the Watergate scandal and the resignation of
Richard Nixon. From Reagan to George W. Additionally, the polarization of America started during the war
years remains. He begins by introducing the reader to the orthodox interpretation of U.
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A black boy is washing windows, a Native American sits separate from the class, and a Chinese boy is outside
the door. Uncle Sam to his new class in Civilization: But just take a look at the class ahead of you, and
remember that, in a little while, you will feel as glad to be here as they are! It came to be realized with the
Mexicanâ€”American War of , which resulted in the annexation of , square miles of Mexican territory ,
stretching up to the Pacific coast. Scholar Jay Sexton notes that the tactics used to implement the doctrine
were "modeled after those employed by British imperialists " in their territorial competition with Spain and
France. Their escalation under the federal republic allowed the US to dominate North America and carve out
the 48 continental states. This is now understood to be an explicitly colonial process, as the Native American
nations were usually recognized as sovereign entities prior to annexation. Their sovereignty was
systematically undermined by US state policy usually involving unequal or broken treaties and white
settler-colonialism. A variety of factors converged during the " New Imperialism " of the late 19th century,
when the United States and the other great powers rapidly expanded their overseas territorial possessions.
Some of these are explained, or used as examples for the various forms of New Imperialism. Scholars have
documented the resemblance and collaboration between US and British military activities in the Pacific at this
time. American intervention in both Latin America and Hawaii resulted in multiple industrial investments,
including the popular industry of Dole bananas. If the United States was able to annex a territory, in turn they
were granted access to the trade and capital of those territories. In , Senator Albert Beveridge proclaimed that
an expansion of markets was absolutely necessary, "American factories are making more than the American
people can use; American soil is producing more than they can consume. Fate has written our policy for us;
the trade of the world must and shall be ours. The Philippine Revolution had begun in August against Spain,
and after the defeat of Spain in the Battle of Manila Bay , began again in earnest, culminating in the Philippine
Declaration of Independence and the establishment of the First Philippine Republic. The
Philippineâ€”American War ensued, with extensive damage and death, ultimately resulting in the defeat of the
Philippine Republic. San Juan , the American counterinsurgency resulted in genocide. The maximum
geographical extension of American direct political and military control happened in the aftermath of World
War II , in the period after the surrender and occupations of Germany and Austria in May and later Japan and
Korea in September and before the independence of the Philippines in July As Raymond Bonner and other
historians note, Lansdale controlled the career of President Ramon Magsaysay , going so far as to physically
beat him when the Philippine leader attempted to reject a speech the CIA had written for him. In addition,
Philippine independence was qualified by legislation passed by the U. For example, the Bell Trade Act
provided a mechanism whereby U. It further required U. Clayton described the law as "clearly inconsistent
with the basic foreign economic policy of this country" and "clearly inconsistent with our promise to grant the
Philippines genuine independence". American exceptionalism On the cover of Puck published on April 6, , in
the wake of gainful victory in the Spanishâ€”American War , Columbia â€”the National personification of the
U. American exceptionalism is the notion that the United States occupies a special niche among the nations of
the world [65] in terms of its national credo , historical evolution, and political and religious institutions and
origins. Philosopher Douglas Kellner traces the identification of American exceptionalism as a distinct
phenomenon back to 19th century French observer Alexis de Tocqueville , who concluded by agreeing that the
U. This promise was broken when the United States entered the war after the Zimmermann Telegram. This
was "a war for empire" to control vast raw materials in Africa and other colonized areas according to the
contemporary historian and civil rights leader W. In a memo to Secretary of State Bryan, the president
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described his aim as "an open door to the world". American rule in Haiti continued through , but was initiated
during World War I. The historian Mary Renda in her book, Taking Haiti, talks about the American invasion
of Haiti to bring about political stability through U. The American government did not believe Haiti was ready
for self-government or democracy, according to Renda. In order to bring about political stability in Haiti, the
United States secured control and integrated the country into the international capitalist economy, while
preventing Haiti from practicing self-governance or democracy. While Haiti had been running their own
government for many years before American intervention, the U. In order to convince the American public of
the justice in intervening, the United States government used paternalist propaganda, depicting the Haitian
political process as uncivilized. The Haitian government would come to agree to U. This direct supervision of
the Haitian economy would reinforce U. Active distrust surfaced immediately, as even before the October
Revolution , British officers had been involved in the Kornilov Affair which sought to crush the Russian
anti-war movement and the independent soviets. British diplomat Bruce Lockhart cultivated a relationship
with several Soviet officials, including Leon Trotsky , and the latter approved the initial Allied military
mission to secure the Eastern Front , which was collapsing in the revolutionary upheaval. Ultimately, Soviet
head of state V. This separate peace led to Allied disdain for the Soviets, since it left the Western Allies to
fight Germany without a strong Eastern partner. Poole , sponsored an attempted coup in Moscow involving
Bruce Lockhart and Sidney Reilly , which involved an attempted assassination of Lenin. The Bolsheviks
proceeded to shut down the British and US embassies. Horrified by mass executions of White forces, land
expropriations, and widespread repression, the Allied military expedition now assisted the anti-Bolshevik
Whites in the Russian Civil War , with the British and French giving armed support to the brutal General
Alexander Kolchak. Over 30, Western troops were deployed in Russia overall. I was a racketeer, a gangster
for capitalism. I suspected I was just part of a racket at the time. Now I am sure of it I helped make Mexico,
especially Tampico, safe for American oil interests in I helped in the raping of half a dozen Central American
republics for the benefits of Wall Street Looking back on it, I feel that I could have given Al Capone a few
hints. The best he could do was to operate his racket in three districts. I operated on three continents. The
enemy aggressor is always pursuing a course of larceny, murder, rapine and barbarism. We are always moving
forward with high mission, a destiny imposed by the Deity to regenerate our victims, while incidentally
capturing their markets; to civilise savage and senile and paranoid peoples, while blundering accidentally into
their oil wells. A " social-democratic " theory says that imperialistic U. The complex is said to benefit from
war profiteering and the looting of natural resources , often at the expense of the public interest. Navy during
the late 19th century, supported the notion of American imperialism in his book titled The Influence of Sea
Power upon History. Mahan argued that modern industrial nations must secure foreign markets for the purpose
of exchanging goods and, consequently, they must maintain a maritime force that is capable of protecting
these trade routes. The argument asserts that capitalism in the Global North Europe, the U.
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The Spanish-American War was a major shift in American foreign policy away from isolationalism. 5. Probably the chief
reason the United States went to war with Spain in was to carry forward a popular crusade to relieve the intolerable
conditions in Cuba.
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