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While sailing up the Congo river from one station to another, the captain became ill and Conrad assumed
command. When Conrad began to write the novella, eight years after returning from Africa, he drew
inspiration from his travel journals. Then later, in , Heart of Darkness was included in the book Youth: The
volume consisted of Youth: He also mentions how Youth marks the first appearance of Marlow. On 31 May ,
in a letter to William Blackwood, Conrad remarked: I call your own kind self to witness As a child, Marlow
had been fascinated by "the blank spaces" on maps, particularly by the biggest, which by the time he had
grown up was no longer blank but turned into "a place of darkness" Conrad Yet there remained a big river,
"resembling an immense snake uncoiled, with its head in the sea, its body at rest curving afar over a vast
country and its tail lost in the depths of the land" Conrad The image of this river on the map fascinated
Marlow "as a snake would a bird" Conrad Feeling as though "instead of going to the centre of a continent I
were about to set off for the centre of the earth", Marlow takes passage on a French steamer bound for the
African coast and then into the interior Conrad After more than thirty days the ship anchors off the seat of the
government near the mouth of the big river. Marlow, with still some two hundred miles to go, now takes
passage on a little sea-going steamer captained by a Swede. Work on the railway is going on, involving
removal of rocks with explosives. Marlow enters a narrow ravine to stroll in the shade under the trees, and
finds himself in "the gloomy circle of some Inferno": Marlow witnesses the scene "horror-struck" Conrad The
agent predicts that Kurtz will go very far: Belgian river station on the Congo River, Marlow departs with a
caravan of sixty men to travel on foot some two hundred miles into the wilderness to the Central Station,
where the steamboat that he is to captain is based. On the fifteenth day of his march, he arrives at the station,
which has some twenty employees, and is shocked to learn from a fellow European that his steamboat had
been wrecked in a mysterious accident two days earlier. He meets the general manager, who informs him that
he could wait no longer for Marlow to arrive, because the up-river stations had to be relieved, and rumours had
one important station in jeopardy because its chief, the exceptional Mr. He fishes his boat out of the river and
is occupied with its repair for some months, during which a sudden fire destroys a grass shed full of materials
used to trade with the natives. Marlow gets the impression the man wants to pump him, and is curious to know
what kind of information he is after. Hanging on the wall is "a small sketch in oils, on a panel, representing a
woman draped and blindfolded carrying a lighted torch" Conrad Kurtz made the painting in the station a year
ago. The man predicts Kurtz will rise in the hierarchy within two years and then makes the connection to
Marlow: Marlow is frustrated by the months it takes to perform the necessary repairs, made all the slower by
the lack of proper tools and replacement parts at the station. During this time, he learns that Kurtz is far from
admired, but more or less resented mostly by the manager. The steamboat stops briefly near an abandoned hut
on the riverbank, where Marlow finds a pile of wood and a note indicating that the wood is for them and that
they should proceed quickly but with caution as they near the Inner Station. In the morning the crew awakens
to find that the boat is enveloped by a thick white fog. From the riverbank they hear a very loud cry, followed
by a discordant clamour. A few hours later, as safe navigation becomes increasingly difficult, the steamboat is
attacked with a barrage of small arrows from the forest. Marlow sounds the steam whistle repeatedly,
frightening the attackers and causing the shower of arrows to cease. In a flash forward, Marlow notes that the
International Society for the Suppression of Savage Customs had commissioned Kurtz to write a report, which
he did eloquently. A handwritten postscript, apparently added later by Kurtz, reads "Exterminate all the brutes!
The pilgrims, heavily armed, escort the manager on to the shore to retrieve Mr. He explains that he had left the
wood and the note at the abandoned hut. Through conversation Marlow discovers just how wanton Kurtz can
be; how the natives worship him; and how very ill he has been of late. The Russian admires Kurtz for his
intellect and his insights into love, life, and justice, and suggests that he is a poet. He tells of how Kurtz
opened his mind, and seems to admire him even for his powerâ€”and for his willingness to use it. Marlow, on
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the other hand, suggests that Kurtz has gone mad. From the steamboat, Marlow observes the station in detail
and is surprised to see near the station house a row of posts topped with the severed heads of natives. Around
the corner of the house, the manager appears with the pilgrims, bearing a gaunt and ghost-like Kurtz on an
improvised stretcher. The area fills with natives, apparently ready for battle, but Kurtz shouts something from
the stretcher, and the natives retreat into the forest. The pilgrims carry Kurtz to the steamer and lay him in one
of the cabins, where he and the manager have a private conversation. Marlow watches a beautiful native
woman walk in measured steps along the shore and stop next to the steamer. Later, the Russian reveals that
Kurtz believes the Company wants to remove him from the station and kill him, and Marlow confirms that
hangings had been discussed. He goes ashore and finds a very weak Kurtz crawling his way back to the station
house, though not too weak to call to the natives for help. Marlow threatens to harm Kurtz if he raises an
alarm, but Kurtz only laments that he had not accomplished more in the region. The next day they prepare for
their journey back down the river. The natives, including the ornately dressed woman, once again assemble on
shore and begin to shout unintelligibly. Noticing the pilgrims readying their rifles, Marlow sounds the steam
whistle repeatedly to scatter the crowd of natives. Only the woman remains unmoved, with outstretched arms.
The pilgrims open fire as the current carries them swiftly downstream. The steamboat breaks down and, while
it is stopped for repairs, Kurtz gives Marlow a packet of papers, including his commissioned report and a
photograph, telling him to keep them away from the manager. When Marlow next speaks with him, Kurtz is
near death; as he dies, Marlow hears him weakly whisper: The next day Marlow pays little attention to the
pilgrims as they bury "something" in a muddy hole Conrad He falls very ill, himself near death. Upon his
return to Europe, Marlow is embittered and contemptuous of the "civilised" world. Many callers come to
retrieve the papers Kurtz had entrusted to him, but Marlow withholds them or offers papers he knows they
have no interest in. Leavis referred to Heart of Darkness as a "minor work" and criticised its "adjectival
insistence upon inexpressible and incomprehensible mystery". Racism and Greatness in Heart of Darkness
Heart of Darkness is criticised in postcolonial studies, [18] particularly by Nigerian novelist Chinua Achebe.
He argued that the book promoted and continues to promote a prejudiced image of Africa that "depersonalises
a portion of the human race", and concluded that it should not be considered a great work of art. Stan
Galloway writes, in a comparison of Heart of Darkness with Jungle Tales of Tarzan, "The inhabitants [of both
works], whether antagonists or compatriots, were clearly imaginary and meant to represent a particular fictive
cipher and not a particular African people. Those of us who are not from Africa may be prepared to pay this
price, but this price is far too high for Achebe. Welles even filmed a short presentation film illustrating his
intent. It has been reported as lost to history. The project was never realised; one reason given was the loss of
European markets after the outbreak of war. Welles still hoped to produce the film when he presented another
radio adaptation of the story as his first program as producer-star of the CBS radio series This Is My Best.
Film and television[ edit ] The CBS television anthology Playhouse 90 aired a minute loose adaptation in The
cast includes Inga Swenson and Eartha Kitt. Marlon Brando played Kurtz, in one of his most famous roles. A
production documentary of the film, titled Hearts of Darkness: The difficulties that Coppola and his crew
faced mirrored some of the themes of the book. Video games[ edit ] The video game Far Cry 2 , released on
21 October , is a loose modernised adaptation of Heart of Darkness. The player assumes the role of a
mercenary operating in Africa whose task it is to kill an arms dealer, the elusive "Jackal". The Line , released
on 26 June , is a direct modernised adaptation of Heart of Darkness. The player assumes the role of special-ops
agent Martin Walker as he and his team search Dubai for survivors in the aftermath of catastrophic sandstorms
that left the city without contact to the outside world. The character John Konrad, who replaces the character
Kurtz, is a reference to the author of the novella. Retrieved 12 January
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August 13, 7: Western readers will remember him as a master of prose, both fiction and non-fiction, with a
keen eye for reality and an even keener literary blade that stripped off the pleasant fictions and popular
delusions which usually hide reality in plain sight. Readers in the former colonies would agree that this was
the essence of Sir Vidia. But we also remember certain unpleasant facts and unpopular utterances. An area of
darkness containing a wounded civilisation, relieved only by a million mutinies, discovered at a much later
date? Three major books flowed from this abiding interest â€” An Area of Darkness , India: A Million
Mutinies Now Alternatively, it can be read as plain uneasiness. Naipaul was a plain-dealing writer, and the
plainer explanation is more likely to be true. But the north his compass rose pointed to was somewhere in the
Western hemisphere, and he leaves behind a complex body of work which offers multiple readings, according
to the geolocation of the reader. While his admirers read his travel writings from the Third World as
blisteringly honest descriptions of cicatrices of the colonial past and self-inflicted wounds of the present, the
subjects of the narrative may see only bad caricatures of themselves. While he has been placed in the tradition
of Joseph Conrad, who sought to understand the familiar by placing it beyond the rim of the known world, a
brown Conrad is a contradiction in terms. He excelled in a wonderfully deadpan comic form, in which the
human condition is inherently funny-peculiar, as in A House for Mr Biswas, his first novel to gain
appreciation worldwide. The Indian-origin Mohun Biswas is called Mr Biswas even when his age is in single
digits, and he is falling into puddles and embarrassing himself. It lends him a peculiar, precocious gravitas as
he prepares to do battle with the world. Internationally, he was accused of racism for his attitudes to Africa
and the Caribbean, which appeared to him to be incapable of history, and of bigotry, for claiming Islam and
the Arab conquests to have been worse than colonialism. In India, he sparked off the last battle ever at
Neemrana Fort. Ten years after these outbursts, Girish Karnad took him to task in a surprise attack at a
Mumbai festival where Naipaul was honoured for lifetime achievement. But their shadow has not entirely
passed, and the contradictions in the work of this contentious writer will continue to inspire thinking about
identity, about points of origin and destination, and about the enigma of arrival. If it is possible to ever arrive
at all, in an expanding universe.
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Summary Analysis The Narrator describes the scene from the deck of a ship named Nellie as it rests at anchor
at the mouth of the River Thames, near London. The five men on board the shipâ€”the Director of Companies,
the Lawyer, the Accountant, the Narrator, and Marlow, old friends from their seafaring daysâ€”settle down to
await the changing of the tide. They stare down the mouth of the river into the Atlantic Ocean, a view that
stretches like "the beginning of an interminable waterway. That the characters in the ship are known by their
jobs and not their names hints at the hollowness of civilization: Active Themes In silence they watch the
sunset, and the Narrator remembers the fabled ships and men of English history who set sail from the Thames
on voyages of trade or conquest, carrying with them "The dreams of men, the seed of commonwealths, the
germs of empire. But Marlow takes an opposite view: The implication is that hidden behind its civilization
England has a "dark" heart. Active Themes Related Quotes with Explanations Marlow observes that none of
the men on the boat would feel just like those Romans, because the men on the boat have a "devotion to
efficiency," while the Romans wanted simply to conquer. Marlow believes that a devotion to efficiency, a
devotion to work, protects a man from being corrupted by powerlessness and hate. Yet Marlow adds that
conquest is never pretty and usually involves the powerful taking land from those who look different and are
less powerful. Conquest, Marlow says, is redeemed only by the ideas behind them, ideas that are so beautiful
men bow down before them. The practice of conquest and colonialism is always ruthless. But the noble idea
motivating conquest, such as civilizing the savages, can be so beautiful it hides the ruthlessness even from the
conquerors. Active Themes Related Quotes with Explanations Marlow then reminds the other men that he
once served as captain of a freshwater riverboat, and begins to tell his story. As a young boy, he had a passion
for maps and unknown places. As he grew older many of those places become known, and many he visited
himself. Yet Africa still fascinated him, especially its mighty river, the Congo. After years of ocean voyages in
which he had "always went by [his] own road and on [his] own legs," Marlow asks his aunt to use her
influence help him get a job as a steamship operator for the Company, a continental European trading concern
in Africa. He is not comfortable relying on others to do his work for him, and sees it as a possibly dangerous
and definitely shameful thing to do. Active Themes The Company hires him immediately: The natives, in fear,
immediately abandoned their village. Active Themes Marlow travels to the unnamed European city where the
Company has its headquarters. He describes the city as a "whited sepulcher. There, Marlow examines a map of
Africa filled in by various colors representing the European countries that colonized those areas. He briefly
meets the head of the Company a "pale plumpness in a frock coat" , then is directed to a doctor. More
foreshadowing of what Marlow will soon experience in colonial Africa. Active Themes Marlow has a farewell
chat with his aunt, who sees her nephew as an "emissary of light" off to educate the African natives out of
their "horrid ways. Earlier Marlow said that the beautiful idea behind colonization masks the ruthless practice
of colonialism. Active Themes Marlow boards the steamer that will take him to the mouth of the Congo with a
sense of foreboding. To Marlow on the steamer, the forested coast of Africa looks like an impenetrable
enigma, inviting and scorning him at the same time. He occasionally sees canoes paddled by native Africans,
and once sees a French ship firing its guns into the dense forest at invisible "enemies. He wanted to know the
unknown. But Africa resists being known, and makes colonialists do ridiculous, hollow things like shoot at
forests. Active Themes Related Quotes with Explanations At the mouth of the Congo, Marlow gets passage
for thirty miles from a small steamer piloted by a Swede. The Swede mocks the "government chaps" at the
shore as men who will do anything for money, and wonders what happens to such men when they get further
into the continent. The pilot, a man who works, condemns the colonialists who care not about work, but about
money. Machinery rusts everywhere, black laborers blast away at a cliff face for no reason. Marlow comments
to the men on the Nellie that he had long known the "lusty devils" of violence and greed that drive men, but in
Africa encountered "a flabby, pretending, weak-eyed devil of a rapacious and pitiless folly. The "lusty devils"
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are the desires that move men to act badly, but without deception. The "pretending" devils move men to fake
their noble intentions for greedy ends. Active Themes Marlow then stumbles upon what he calls the Grove of
Death, a grove among the trees that is filled with weak and dying native laborers, who are living out their last
moments in the shade of the ancient trees. Marlow sees the death of the natives with the same horror as the
rusting machinery. One day the Chief Accountant mentions that further up the river Marlow will probably
meet Mr. Kurtz, a station head who sends in as much ivory as all the others put together and who "will be a
somebody in the [Company] Administration before long. The Chief Accountants comments both introduce
Kurtz as a remarkably talented fellow and also convey the backbiting and politics going on under the surface
in the Company. When, a while later, there is a "tumult" of noise as a caravan of pilgrims and natives comes
into the station, the Chief Accountant comments, "When one has got to make correct entries, one comes to
hate these savagesâ€”hate them to death. After a fifteen-day trek through the jungle during which the only
other white man fell ill and many of the native porters deserted rather than carry the sick man, Marlow reaches
the Station. The absurd inefficiency and waste of the colonial effort just keeps growing Active Themes At the
station, Marlow is greeted by the first man he sees with news that the ship he was supposed to pilot has sunk.
Apparently, the General Manager had suddenly decided to try to reach Kurtz at the Inner Station with an
inexperienced pilot at the helm of the steamship. The steamship promptly sank. Active Themes Marlow is
immediately taken to see this General Manager, who is thoroughly unremarkable in intelligence, leadership,
and unskilled at even maintaining order. Marlow believes the General Manager holds his position through two
traits: The General Manager is the embodiment of the "pretending" devils Marlow mentioned earlier. Active
Themes The General Manager explains why he took the steamship onto the river before Marlow, its pilot,
arrived: The General Manager estimates that it will take three months to repair the ship, and turns out to be
almost exactly right. Active Themes Marlow sets to work fixing the ship and watches the absurd happenings
of Central Station, where the various company agents employees do no work, stroll about aimlessly, and
dream of ivory and wealth. Marlow describes the place as "unreal. Work provides a reality one can cling to.
As Marlow approaches he sees a laborer being beaten for setting the blaze and overhears the General Manager
talking with another man about Kurtz, saying they should try to "take advantage of this unfortunate accident.
The Brickmaker has a job he never does: The Brickmaker bitterly says that Marlow and Kurtz are both "of the
new gangâ€”the gang of virtue" meant to bring proper morals and European enlightenment to the colonial
activities in Africa. Rather than hide his greed behind false civility, Kurtz seems actually to be a man
profoundly dedicated to ethics and morality. Marlow begins to see Kurtz as an antidote to the evils and
hollowness of civilization. Marlow realizes that both the General Manager and the Brickmaker see Kurtz as a
threat to their dreams of advancement. Mephistopheles is a devil. Active Themes Related Quotes with
Explanations Though he hates lies because they have a "taint of death" and telling them is like "biting
something rotten," Marlow pretends to have as much influence in Europe as the Brickmaker thinks he has in
order to get the Brickmaker to speed up the arrival of the rivets needed to fix the steamship. Marlow has an
idea that the faster the steamship is fixed the better it will be for Kurtz. By doing the thing he hates most in the
worldâ€”lyingâ€”in order to faster fix the steamboat and get to Kurtz, Marlow shows a sudden sense of
allegiance to the moral Kurtz. Active Themes Suddenly, Marlow breaks off telling his story in order to try to
explain to the men sitting on the ship in the Thames how hard it is to get across his experiences, though he is
comforted by the fact that his fellows on the ship, men who see and know him, can at least "see more than I
could then.
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The Darkness were renowned for their live show, and such was the popularity of the band, they had a Carling
Homecoming gig booked for the London Astoria before they had even signed a record deal. They wanted to
feature Friday Night too but they were told the band was saving it for an album. Justin Hawkins at Ankkarock
, Finland The Darkness took inspiration for some of their work from the local north Suffolk area, including
"Black Shuck" which mentions the nearby village of Blythburgh. They then went on to headline the Carling
Festival in They also won two Kerrang! He claimed he did this so that he could track down whoever sold the
digitally-marked advance copy of the album and try to prevent it from happening again. The album itself was
released on 28 November to mixed reviews. The album was produced by rock producer Roy Thomas Baker ,
best known for his work with Queen. Early sales figures in the UK showed the album had not sold as well as
its predecessor, Permission to Land. The album debuted at number 11, and fell to number 34 in the second
week of its release. The second single taken from their second album was "Is It Just Me? The single gained a
preliminary position of No. The band followed up their second album with a tour of the UK and Ireland,
consisting of 12 dates in the major cities. Few of the venues sold out, their appeal seemingly having become
more selective. Their world tour, which followed, arrived in Australia and Japan after touring Scandinavia and
Continental Europe in March. However, on 10 October , The Sun newspaper reported that Justin Hawkins was
leaving the band after completing his course of rehabilitation from alcohol and cocaine problems. We would
like to thank all our fans, partners and family for their continuous support. You will hear from us, once we
know what we want to do Other projects â€” [ edit ] See also: The name of the band was The Stone Gods.
Three singles were taken from it with two of them failing to chart. Reunion and Hot Cakes â€” [ edit ] In
March , the four original band members reunited. They were announced as the first headline act for Planet
Rockstock , taking place at Trecco Bay in South Wales from 4 to 7 December The Darkness will be closing
the proceedings on 6 December. This was confirmed in a July issue of Planet Rock, and later on the bands
Facebook page. This was released on June 15,
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Table of Contents Plot Overview Heart of Darkness centers around Marlow, an introspective sailor, and his
journey up the Congo River to meet Kurtz, reputed to be an idealistic man of great abilities. Marlow takes a
job as a riverboat captain with the Company, a Belgian concern organized to trade in the Congo. Marlow
arrives at the Central Station, run by the general manager, an unwholesome, conspiratorial character. He finds
that his steamship has been sunk and spends several months waiting for parts to repair it. His interest in Kurtz
grows during this period. The manager and his favorite, the brickmaker, seem to fear Kurtz as a threat to their
position. Kurtz is rumored to be ill, making the delays in repairing the ship all the more costly. Marlow
eventually gets the parts he needs to repair his ship, and he and the manager set out with a few agents whom
Marlow calls pilgrims because of their strange habit of carrying long, wooden staves wherever they go and a
crew of cannibals on a long, difficult voyage up the river. The dense jungle and the oppressive silence make
everyone aboard a little jumpy, and the occasional glimpse of a native village or the sound of drums works the
pilgrims into a frenzy. Marlow and his crew come across a hut with stacked firewood, together with a note
saying that the wood is for them but that they should approach cautiously. Shortly after the steamer has taken
on the firewood, it is surrounded by a dense fog. When the fog clears, the ship is attacked by an unseen band
of natives, who fire arrows from the safety of the forest. The Russian claims that Kurtz has enlarged his mind
and cannot be subjected to the same moral judgments as normal people. Apparently, Kurtz has established
himself as a god with the natives and has gone on brutal raids in the surrounding territory in search of ivory.
Kurtz speaks to them, and the natives disappear into the woods. The manager brings Kurtz, who is quite ill,
aboard the steamer. The Russian implies that she is somehow involved with Kurtz and has caused trouble
before through her influence over him. The Russian reveals to Marlow, after swearing him to secrecy, that
Kurtz had ordered the attack on the steamer to make them believe he was dead in order that they might turn
back and leave him to his plans. The Russian then leaves by canoe, fearing the displeasure of the manager.
Kurtz disappears in the night, and Marlow goes out in search of him, finding him crawling on all fours toward
the native camp. Marlow stops him and convinces him to return to the ship. Marlow falls ill soon after and
barely survives. She asks what his last words were, but Marlow cannot bring himself to shatter her illusions
with the truth.
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An Act of Darkness This song is by Vader and appears on the album De Profundis (). An act of darkness is in us Holy
times and sacred season sites Oh, black hole empty God Let them devour their own light An elevenfold cross eclipse
Symmetric fourness not to be found Brightness protons vibrate.
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An act of darkness is in us Holy times and sacred season sites Oh, black hole empty God Let them devour their own
light An elevenfold cross eclipse Symmetric fourness not to be found Brightness protons vibrate outside The 10th Aire
very unGod Blind larvae of moonlight souls Trapped in the saliva of Times Root their lairs in mucus of the void A name
of none and nothing An elevenfold cross.

8: Act Of Darkness by Francis King
Act Of Darkness has 29 ratings and 1 review: There is more than one author with this name Francis Henry King, CBE,
was a British novelist, poet and short story writer.
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The act is a rape; the novel follows the set-up and the consequences of an act that most polite people won't even name,
let alone discuss. I read this novel out of family curiosity--he was my grandfather.
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