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1: The Beautyful Ones Are Not Yet Born by Ayi Kwei Armah
The events of the novel take place between Passion Week in and February 25, , the day after the overthrow of Kwame
Nkrumah, Ghana's first president. On the political level, they.

A blog about books from all around the world, with an emphasis on everything postcolonial. The wood is very
old, with deep cracks, and for as much polish as you can use, it is not in good shape. In the ageing process of
the banister rot and decay will always win: The wood underneath would win and win till the end of time. Of
that there was no doubt possible, only the pain of hope perennially doomed to disappointment. It was so clear.
Of course it was in the nature of the wood to rot with age. The polish, it was supposed, would catch the rot.
But of course in the end it was the rot which imprisoned everything in its effortless embrace. The thick,
one-page-and-a-half-long description of the banister, also filthy from the contact with hands dirty with
excrement and leftovers of food, is also a metaphor for the society described by the author, already ruined and
doomed to the worst, essentially unable to heal after a colonial past that has left corruption and political
patronage as the only signpost of the country. Ayi Kwei Armah The protagonist of the novel is a man who has
a thoroughly normal life: The daily routine is upset by the encounter with Koomson, a former classmate of
him who has inexplicably become a Minister. Koomson wants to go into business with him, so he is invited to
dinner with his wife Estelle. Oyo does everything possible to honour the guest: The host, with a mixture of
cheekiness and cynicism, asks her what kind of a constitution is it that she has. The deal reveals to be nothing
really profitable, but it shows the backbone of the ruling class of the country. Grinning and bearing, politicians
apparently support socialism, committing themselves to unrestrained capitalism on the sly. This is one of the
many critiques that Armah makes of Ghanaian society, barely out of the colonial experience when the novel
was written. The protagonist of the story, however, is a symbol for the future redeemers of the country:
Because this book is packed with symbols and metaphors, I would like to draw attention to the chichidodo, a
bird to which Oyo compares her husband. He hates to get his hands dirty, in other words. This hideous
element, the excrements, will pay a crucial role in finding a way out, quite literally, from a situation that has
gone out of hand. This image stands for the hope of a few honest people growing out of the horrible situation
of the country. Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe It is this last image, in my opinion, the key to the interpretation
of the book and the main element to dismantle the thesis that considers Ayi Kwei Armah an outright
pessimistic author, bound to aesthetic and philosophical canons that are utterly western. In my opinion, while
the choice of leaving the protagonist unnamed is questionable, the author could have made a further step
towards realism providing more details on Ghanaian life or on the political situation. I am not particularly fond
of novels set in an "unnamed African country", because in my opinion the relevance of a literary work for the
postcolonial condition as a whole or even for the human kind can be created in less insiduous ways, like
metaphors or less insiduous characters in this novel, "The Teacher", a philosopher of life of a sort, is one of
those. Overall, Ayi Kwei Armah wrote a powerful, well-structured novel which is rightfully rated among the
classics of African literature. He couples chapters where the story is gripping with more reflective, almost
philosophical chapters, where the story struggles a little, but then the tale recovers, stronger and bursting with
life. Less than pages long, Ayi Kwei Armah is not ashamed of telling what is not working in his country. Ayi
Kwei Armah was born in Takoradi, Ghana, in He was educated in both Ghana and America. He worked as a
translator in Algiers and as a scriptwriter for Ghana television, then as an English teacher and as a
translator-editor for Jeune Afrique in France. He is concerned with the creation of a Pan-african agency that
will embrace the diverse cultures and languages of the continent in this sense he has encouraged the
development of Kiswahili as a continental language. Posted by Stefania - The Italian Backpacker at
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Irungu Nairobi, Kenya E-mail: This is a novel written by the Ghanaian writer Ayi Kwei Armah and published
in He worked as a translator and scriptwriter for Ghana television and in Paris, France as translator-editor of
Jeune Afrique. The writer dwells on a number of themes; corruption, poverty, prostitution and sexual
immorality, drug use and alcoholism and the great inequities in income and wealth distribution. He appears to
be the embodiment of the moral uprightness and good character that the author wishes to communicate; he is
not corrupt and has refused to get involved in its filth or gleam. Themes and the Political Relevance The
author has extensively dealt with the theme of corruption. He alludes to this in many instances throughout the
novel. The novel opens with the man taking a trip from home to his place of work at the railway
administration. Here, the bus conductor does not give full change and the extra money made over the normal
and receipted amounts is his. How completely the new thing took after the old. There is also the corruption
attempt by a wood logger to be allocated space to transport his timber in the train wagons. He attempts to
comprise the man but the latter refuses to take a bribe a fact that astonishes the giver. In fact, when the man
tells this to his wife Oyo, the latter is surprised at him noting that there are many things that they need in the
family and which he is not able to provide. To her, all this is like driving along many roads. Some people get
accidents while others do not get. This she alludes to being caught. There is also the great lament of newly
appointed government officials with little salaries but who have great material manifestations. The man can
only attribute the houses that are built in a short time and the luxury vehicles bought in close succession to
corruption. Koomson is the depiction of the rot of the government of the day. He argues that there is always a
way of getting around things in Ghana when he was discussing of the proposed boat project. He alludes to
Ministers owning property through proxies to avoid detection. He also appears to despise socialism and seems
not to believe in it complaining that some people within the party were in the habit of 3 shouting slogans at
people who were trying to acquire some property while they owned many themselves. The political class is
depicted to have failed in Ghana. In fact right before independence, the old lawyers and European educated
elites who appeared to mimic Europeans in their talk and mannerisms are notorious for attending meetings late
while the citizens are kept waiting in the sun for long hours. They were also saying the same things as the
white rulers and through this offered false hope to the masses. In fact after independence, the government
appeared not be serious about national issues. In fact, Koomson tells of a story about a professor who was
invited by the government to speak about the stages of growth in a country. The gathering was bored with the
presentation and were actually sleeping through it. In the end the Attorney General rises to give a vote of
thanks and announces that they have their five stages of getting drunk as he welcomes the gathering for drinks.
He collapses immediately after, a sign of probably having reached the fifth of these stages. Government roles
are casually seen as opportunities to enrich oneself, In fact there is a general saying among the people that one
should enrich themselves from where they work. Poverty and the general income and wealth disparities are
another critical issue addressed in the novel. Many civil servants particularly at the lower cadres can barely
survive amidst the rising cost of living. They have a common saying about the passion week when majority of
the people have exhausted their money and can barely survive. This desperation is what appears to drive them
towards corruption and other ways of getting about the situation. The man sees al this as the great filth in the
country. These are things he goes over with the teacher, his only friend who appears to perceive things
touching on the state of 4 the nation. The man had felt him smelling in his house and he feels the air around
him to be corrupted for breathing. During his escape, he has to bribe a watchman to be allowed passage into
the harbor. As the man goes back, hiding somewhere he sees the policemen taking bribes at a barrier and in a
sense sees a continuation of the old filthy ways. The new government according to the man would not attain
much since it is not different from the one they overthrew. It is just a new avenue to get rich by plundering
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public resources. Conclusion The realities captured in this novel have great applicability to the situation of
many other African countries. There is the reference of single party dictatorship and its associated detention
without trials to deal with political opponents, alcoholism and drug abuse to escape the daily problems, the
frustration of returned soldiers who got no form of compensation leading to their disillusionment, the biting
poverty among ordinary citizens. For instance the man is unable to feed his family well yet some rich white
people feed their dogs with more meat than a poor family consumes in a month.
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The beautyful ones are not yet born is a reflection of a lifestyle situation that takes place in Africa. The novel tells the
story of a nameless man who was finding it difficult to settle himself with the reality of Ghana after it gained
independence.

The things we should say. We speak in code, we send little messages; origami. So now,plainly, simply, I want
to say that I love you both. The novel tells the story of a nameless man who was finding it difficult to settle
himself with the reality of Ghana after it gained independence. The Man kept a humble occupation, and
regardless of the constant scorns from his wife, he lived an honest life, even if that condemned him to a life of
poverty. The author used the man to represent some common man in Ghana â€” who has no choice, but to live
in the poorest slums and live from hand to mouth. The author used the novel to expresses his disappointment
and sarcasm engendered in Ghana in the times after Ghana gained independence, between Passion Week in
and February The author used different reinforcement of literature to depict his feelings. He used
exaggeration to express his bitterness, the themes and characterization as well as some symbols and tone or
words to show his sadness towards the government of Ghana. The main theme of the novel is corruption. In
the novel, people seemed to have lost war against corruption. The theme has been elaborated on so many cases
and with so many different implications. These levels and implications were the result of an unusual and
unique approach where we can easily depict a consistent attempt to link the morality with the physical in
relation to space and time. At home, work or naturally, corruption leaves no make a real differentiation
between places, let alone times. Both the presidents and the ministers and their subordinates are all involved.
How completely the new thing took after the old. There is something so terrible in watching a black man
trying at all points to be the dark ghost of a European Some modest of corruption are seen all over the
continent as we see some people being promised some developments by their candidates and they never
happen. Even the money for the projects is being released. As the novel prevails, there are elements of
deception as people are deceived into thinking that their promises will be fulfilled. Like what happens in the
real world, Candidates will come to the public begging them for their support to win the elections and
promising them a lot of things that they never do. Hence the reluctance of some people votes during elections.
This is due to the fact that elected candidates never deliver their promises. In the beautiful ones are not yet
born the author used harsh words and vulgar language to show his sadness. Some people are even illiterate and
yet they tend to be the ruling people. What one might ask himself or herself is how can one rule without even
the knowledge of ruling. What exactly will they be doing that they are knowledgeable at. Armah used the man
as his educated people and Koomson to represent the corrupt uneducated people. In the novel we notice the
man feeling bitter about the fact that Koomson is rich and is a minister yet he the man was more intelligent
than him. In the novel we notice that the teacher was supporting corruption even though we will expect him to
be against it. This is what happens in real life situation, people who are supposed to be fighting corruption are
the same people who encourage it. This shows that even the people who charge others for corruption are at its
high most hands. They are just hiding behind the government uniform. Saro Kiwa Awacontinued to outline
that those who think that they know what they are doing about their government are the ones living in the
dark. In the beautiful ones are not yet born, the author used symbols to depict his concerns. He used the bus to
mean Ghana, the bus drive to stand for the president of the country, the bus conductor to stand in place of the
ministers and the man to stand for those who are against corruption but yet do nothing to stop it, or even if
they do say something it would not change anything due to lack of power and support to make a change. This
was an indication of the dirty work the presidents are doing to their countries. This is to outline the acts of
members of parliament and other people who have been given power to protect the public but tend to misuse it
and oppress people. The man in other hand in the incident of the bus remained quite regardless of the insults
that were halt unto him. This is to show that even though some people see corruption, they turn to ignore it
and live as if everything is normal. They make no attempt to end it. The author also used some harsh words
and vulgar languages to depict the dirty of corruption around the country and people do not care about it at all,
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or they pretend not to care about it. The author chose to use certain characters in the novel to depict the double
standard of certain people in the real world. The perceptualdeterioration that described the period is outlined
by a woman named Maanan. It was this lady who thought of the coming of apowerful man, who exposedsigns
of knowledge and not just knowledge but having understanding of the track, of having influence not granted
upon him by the white man, and when this man named Nkrumah failed her, she became insane. These are all
incidents that show elements of double standard in the society. They turn to be cleaver but this is what at the
end leads to their downfall. Even if there are those people who want to miss lead other people, Armah tried by
all means to show his stand and the stand of those who are true to themselves. This is to say that some people
still do not believe that it is the cause of the colonialism that made African countries corrupt. It is us, the
Africans who enjoys being like the Europeans. The title means that the beautiful people are present but they
are hiding behind their backs as they are afraid to be eliminated. In most African countries, when someone
tries to report a corruptive action, he or she is killed. The main character referred to as Bana was expelled from
work for trying to report corruption but rather killed at the end. Even in the novel, there is an incident that the
man called Koffi Billy was killed by a rope and instead of the Whiteman standing there to help him; he rather
let him die and said he deserves it because he was moving too fast. The fast movement was not merely the
physical movement but rather the advanced way of knowing the truth. The production of sign-writing is
occupiedtypically by semi-literates and such insignificanterrors in signifying proliferate. However, even
though it spoke literally to the driver or owner of the sign, in its misspelt state it was a mystical message to the
novelist. Thus, in its foulness it became natural, attractive, knowledgeable, representative and beyond all
eloquent in all its traits. This makes room that they would be born.
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The Beautyful Ones Are Not Yet Born is the debut novel by Ghanaian writer Ayi Kwei www.enganchecubano.com was
published in by Houghton Mifflin, and then republished in the influential Heinemann African Writers Series in

The work, whose title has an intentional misspelling taken from an inscription on a bus, portrays both the
euphoria of independence and the disillusionment that followed in Ghana. It was a sobering period, in which
the early promise of freedom gave way to economic malaise, political corruption, and continued financial
dependence on Europe. Since Armah has generally lived outside Ghana, and occasionally outside Africa,
though remaining a vital figure in African literature. His subsequent novels have continued to address the
issues of modern African culture. A vocal proponent of pan-African unity, Armah has proposed the adoption
of Swahili as an African lingua franca , championed African literatures past and present, and deplored the
continued cultural domination of Europe and the United States. Traders, not colonists, they named the area the
Gold Coast , after the commodity they prized above all others; the region would later be renamed Ghana by its
native inhabitants. Soon British, Dutch, Swedish, and Danish traders were competing with the Portuguese for
the traffic in gold and other raw materials. European interest in Ghana took a new, vicious turn with the
development of the plantation system and its demand for slaves in North and South America. Between and the
Gold Coast lost about 10, people a year to the slave trade that fueled American plantations. The slave trade
promoted strife and instability among different African peoples. When African kingdoms warred against each
other, the victor took captives. Slave traders made it profitable for victors to sell their vanquished foes to the
Europeans. Europe was also deeply interested in profiting from economic ties to the area. Europeans cast a
covetous eye on the raw materials that could be extracted from West Africa, and sought also to exploit it as a
market for manufactured goods. Such a relationship was firmly established years before Ghanaian
independence. This basic pattern of exchangeâ€”raw natural wealth for more expensive finished
prodctsâ€”would characterize the period of colonialism proper. In the Gold Coast this period of colonialism
began in the middle of the nineteenth century. Before then, the formal British presence was limited to coastal
forts. To protect their interests, the British would occasionally intervene in wars between different African
kingdoms. The Asante occasionally aided by the Dutch resisted vigorously, posing a continual threat to British
trade and government until they were subdued in The colonial territory of the Gold Coast assumed its final
shape in , when the large Asante territory was annexed: The British mostly employed indirect ruleâ€”instead
of sending British citizens to govern the territory, they formed alliances with certain native chiefs and elders,
and influenced society, politics, and the economy that way. Various councils, composed mostly of British
colonists, supervised and supported the native rulers and judges. These councils had final say over any
decision made by the Africans; however, the British were fairly permissive unless trading interests were
involved. There were a number of exceptions to the policy of indirect rule. Asante territory was one such
exception; here the British ruled directly in an attempt to avoid any future rebellion. First, the British system
tended to create a native elite. A very small percentage of Africans were given European education and power
supported by British guns ; the rest were left, powerless, to toil in the cocoa fields and gold mines. The
existence of this new elite, and the premium they placed on all things European, proved to be durable facts of
life, even after the colonial era ended. As Armah notes with bitterness, many in the postcolonial power
structure remained obsessed with European lifestyles and luxury goods. Second, the economic structures of
British colonialism systematically removed natural resources from Ghana, retarding the growth of native
manufacturing and industry. When the British withdrew they left an infrastructure that made it easy to send
raw material to the coast but difficult to make anything with those raw materials in Ghana. He coordinates the
trains whose cars are filled with resources from the interior for export. Traces of resistance Another saga takes
place alongside the history of British colonialism in Ghana: The Asante, as mentioned, staunchly opposed the
British; it took four separate wars for the colonizers to subdue them. Even the Fante, who initially welcomed
the British as allies against the Asante, eventually turned against the Europeans, forming the popular Fante
Confederacy and attempting throughout the s to oust the British from the country. Although these insurgencies
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failed to stop British advances, they inspired later, more successful protests. In the first decades of the
twentieth century African resistance to colonialism began with the native elite, those Africans trained by the
British themselves. This seeming paradox is simply explained: At this point only the elite were positioned to
defend their native lands. This organization, while often sharply critical of the British, hoped to transform
colonialism rather than eradicate it altogether. Members agitated for more European education in the Gold
Coast, and more places for Africans on the British-dominated colonial councils. Such appeals were clearly
grounded in the interests of the elite class and made no attempt to represent the mass of Africans. First the
Great Depression and then World War II weakened Britain, as they did all the European powers, making an
end to colonialism inevitable. Civil unrest, strikes, and demonstrations were the order of the day. It was clear
that the British would leaveâ€”the questions to be answered were when and how; by some British estimates, it
would take another 60 to 80 years. The British had come to accept the need for substantial change in their
governance of the Gold Coast: This Pan-African ideal was most forcefully expressed in the s by the West
Indian Marcus Garvey , who recommended that African Americans return to the homelands from which they
had been abducted. He envisioned Africa as a single country, unified by pride in African culture. For
anticoloniafists it seemed that, because Africa had been carved up among various European countries, the key
to independence would be unification: Looking back at the origins of colonialism, they realized that the
Europeans had exploited strife between kingdoms, first to gain slaves and then to gain direct control. Nkrumah
knew that, as long as the Fante remained suspicious of the Asante, his country would never achieve
independence. Further, on a transnational level, he doubted that the Gold Coast could sustain its independence
or become economically self-supporting if it were hostile to its neighbors. In the end, however,
Pan-Africanism remained no more than a dream. As each colony gained its independence it set up its own
government and its own traditions, and sometimes old tribal hostilities reemerged. However, the Pan-African
vision is an enduring ideal that Armah, for one, continues to espouse, advocating the adoption of Swahili as a
universal African language. Ironically the very willingness of the British to make concessions to Africans
ended up splintering the African opposition. Danquah and the UGCC, tending to trust the British, wanted
gradual change and an orderly progression to eventual independence. But by , the mood of the people was
more radical, and the masses were not inclined to trust the British nor to be satisfied with the concessions to
self-governance that the colonial power gave them. Danquah and his group, which had initiated the modern
anticolonial movement in the Gold Coast, ended up seeming like conservatives, or even antipatriots: At this
point, a new type of leader was needed, and the Gold Coast found one in Kwame Nkrumah. A master
politician and a visionary, he advocated Pan-African unity and economic self-sufficiency. Most important, he
understood that building a nation required the participation and consent of the masses, and could not be
accomplished by isolated elites. He was never universally beloved, and his government was overthrown by a
military coup in , but he is the key figure in the history of Ghana. In Nkrumah was simply a Londonbased
political activist in the Pan-African movement. Late that year the UGCC invited him to return home to become
their secretary-general. Fearing that their base of support was limited to the educated elite and prospering
urban businessmen, they hoped Nkrumah could mobilize popular support for their organization. Discontent
was spreading through the country, as reflected in incidents of civil unrest: Nkrumah filled this role, to a
degree that probably exceeded the wishes of the UGCC. In he began to act independently of the organization;
he started publishing a newspaper the Accra Evening News and set up an organization the Committee on
Youth Organization that was responsible to him alone. Nkrumah was receptive to the mood of the general
public and toured the country extensively, drawing into his fold the rural farmers previously overlooked by the
UGCC. Both of these parties set out to rid the land of the British but the CPP employed more radical tactics.
In the CPP organized a campaign of civil disobedience , called Positive Action, which used strikes and
boycotts of imported goods to increase pressure on the British. Nkrumah and many of his followers were
jailed, but Positive Action had beneficial results. The new constitution extended voting rights and called for a
black majority on the colonial councils. In the first elections after this constitution was enacted, the CPP
emerged victorious, and Nkrumah was released from jail to become the leader of the African government. He
had been arrested in after a widespread riot that neither he nor the other jailed scapegoats had instigated. At
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this point, in , the Gold Coast was functionally independent. The British would not fully withdraw, however,
until whereupon Nkrumah became prime minister. In less than a decade Nkrumah had risen from being an
unknown activist to leading the first free country of postcolonial Africa. His fame spread worldwide. His
tactics of mass action provided a model for independence movements elsewhere, heartening Africans in other
colonies. Within Ghana, his actions and sayings were followed reverently. He would pilot his country for 15
years, until his regime was toppled by a coup in For good or bad, Nkrumah put his stamp on every aspect of
life in Ghana. By the mids economic stagnation, official corruption, and political strife had tarnished his
image. In the euphoric atmosphere of , however, his administration seemed full of promise. The early promise
of independence had given way to profound disillusionment, as poverty ran rampant and the economy,
overdependent on foreign goods and capital, stagnated. Corruption and bribery were ubiquitous. A high
school-educated civil servant for the national railroad, he is torn between two contradictory desires. On the
one hand, he wants to provide a comfortable life for his wife and children; on the other, he is repulsed by what
is required to get rich in Ghana: He refuses to surrender to fraud and corruption but, because this decision
hurts his family, he cannot even feel proud of his own honesty. The novel begins slowly. Its first half follows
the protagonist through a day and a half of his life. Nothing extraordinary happens, which is precisely the
point: Armah depicts the everyday life of a man in deep mental distress. He portrays the decaying urban
landscape in pictorial detail: Alongside such depictions runs a description of the interior life of the protagonist
as he reflects on his predicament. He is torn between his desire to believe that life is beautiful and his fear that
corruption and decay are inevitably a part of the human condition.
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The title of the novel, The Beautyful Ones are not yet Born, was an inscription the author saw written at the back of a car
a policeman had stopped, in the novel. Yet it has its unique significance.

Do take note that a lot of the syntax is therefore that which was written by a year old girl and might somewhat
unpolished! There are essays and partial thought blurbs here and there which are original, and I have cited
where possible, so do cite correctly and avoid plagiarism. Voices of Change Ayi Kwei Armah Afterwards, he
attended Harvard. Much of his work deals with the problems of post-colonial Ghana. The other workers who
accept bribes are able to live a prosperous life, while he and his family live from paycheck to paycheck as a
result of his honesty. At times he perceives himself as a moral failure for not providing his family with the
money which would allow them to have the beautiful things that they seek. His honesty also makes him a
social misfit, and he is a man who is truly alone. The book is filled with images of birth, decay and death, most
notably in the form of a manchild who goes through the entire life cycle in seven years. This manchild is a
metaphor for post-independence Ghana. His second, more autobiographical, novel Fragments , also deals with
the subject of materialism in contemporary Ghana. In it, the main character Baako is a "been to", meaning that
he has been to the United States and received his education there. As a result of this privilege, he is expected
to return to his family bearing the monetary gifts which this status yields in Ghana. The author contrasts the
decadence and materialism of those who see Baako as a cash cow with the philosophy of his blind
grandmother, Naana, whose concerns are not of this earth. Later works, such as Two Thousand Seasons and
The Healers , have a more obviously African focus, and have been characterized by some Western critics as
inferior to his early novels. However, they have received a better reception from African critics. East African
Publishing House, The book opens with an introduction to the everyday type of dishonesty that exists within
Ghana. He smells the coins, then the cedi again, now with a sense of shame. He turns around, and sees the
Man. He chases the Man off the bus, and spits on him. After being scolded again! Armah pauses here to muse
a little on the corruption 10 The narration then proceeds to describe Yensua Hill and the Atlantic-Caprice
hotel, and the gleam it offers. The corrupt bus conductor, who short-changes people.
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It seems probable that this has been a slip in the English spelling, which is not uncommon in Africa. In fact, in
Ghana the main language is Twi and English is not as fluent as one could expect. It would not be unreasonable
to say that the title sounds messianic and hopeful, despite the reigning disillusion: In some ways, the man has
indeed won by sticking to his principles: Moreover, we know that Koomson flees Ghana on a boat. It is
precisely this boat that is idealised by Oyo and her mother as an ideal means of corruption. Thus, Koomson
promises the boat will be theirs, including a crew on board at their service. But deep down they love each
other, and that is what matters. In the end, the man comprehends that he will never find any answers to his
many doubts, from political doubts, to philosophical, existentialist and surrealist doubts. Not even Teacher can
solve his uncertainties. That is just the way life is. Bearing that in mind, he heads back home, to continue with
his everyday life. On his way back home, he crosses paths with a lorry whose driver greets him. The excessive
descriptions against the backdrop of pessimism drive the reader to despair in some places. I also think the
book comes across as slow in many parts because the author focuses almost solely upon the main character,
and quite often on his repetitive strolls, significantly slowing down the narrative. For many, this book could be
considered to be beautiful, introspective and deeply honourable. It comes from the guts. Additionally, this
novel unmasks and mirrors African mentality rather well, as well as the overall situation on the African
continent, especially in Ghana. Only a minority of honest people refuse to sell themselves to corruption and a
lack of values, at the cost of living in sadness and disenchantment, knowingly facing the never-ending
question forever: Nevertheless, the man resists temptation. After all, the novel also states that it was not the
things themselves, but the way to get them, that led to much confusion in the soul.

Page 10

ANALYSIS OF THE BEAUTYFUL ONES ARE NOT YET BORN pdf

7: FREE WORLD: CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF THE NOVEL : THE BEAUTYFUL ONES ARE NOT YET BOR
Title The title "The Beautyful Ones Are Not Yet Born" is iron. This means, it does not portray direct meaning, rather
shows that in our societies beautiful ones are being born every day. But they are being destroyed by their societies in
engaging themselves in filth.

In , he returned to Ghana, where he was a scriptwriter for Ghana Television and later taught English at the
Navrongo Secondary School. Between and , he was editor of Jeune Afrique magazine in Paris. He has lived in
Dakar , Senegal , since the s. In the village of Popenguine, about 70 km from Dakar, he established his own
publishing house, Per Ankh: In Fragments , the protagonist, Baako, is a "been-to" - a man who has been to the
United States and received his education there. Back in Ghana he is regarded with superstitious awe as a link
to the Western lifestyle. Under the strain of the unfulfilled expectations Baako finally breaks. As in his first
novel, Armah contrasts the two worlds of materialism and moral values, corruption and dreams, two worlds of
integrity and social pressure. Why Are We So Blest? Disillusioned Modin is torn between independence and
Western values. Solo, the rejected writer, keeps a diary, which is the substance of the novel. Arab and
European oppressors are portrayed as "predators," "destroyers," and "zombies". The novel is written in
allegorical tone, and shifts from autobiographical and realistic details to philosophical pondering, prophesying
a new age. The Healers mixed fact and fiction about the fall of the Ashanti Empire. The healers in question are
traditional medicine practitioners who see fragmentation as the lethal disease of Africa. Armah remained silent
as a novelist for a long period until , when he published Osiris Rising , depicting a radical educational reform
group that reinstates ancient Egypt at the centre of its curriculum. Belonging to the generation of African
writers after Chinua Achebe and Wole Soyinka , Armah has been said to "epitomize an era of intense despair.
His main concern is for the creation of a pan-African agency that will embrace all the diverse cultures and
languages of the continent. Armah has called for the adoption of Kiswahili as the continental language.
Selected bibliography[ edit ] Novels.
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8: THE MPAGAZE TIMES: THE BEAUTYFUL ONES ARE NOT YET BORN
In The Beautyful Ones Are Not Yet Born, this deeply symbolic book published in , Ayi Kwei Amar vividly captures the
seemingly endless spiral of corruption, moral decadence and spiritual death in post-colonial Ghana.

Afterwards, he attended Harvard. Much of his work deals with the problems of post-colonial Ghana. Part one
Abstract The Beautyful Ones Are not Yet Born , describes the life of an unnamed rail worker who is pressured
by his family and fellow workers to accept bribes and involve himself in corrupt activities in order to provide
his family with material goods. The other workers who accept bribes are able to live a prosperous life, while
he and his family live from pay check to pay check as a result of his honesty. At times he perceives himself as
a moral failure for not providing his family with the money which would allow them to have the beautiful
things that they seek. His honesty also makes him a social misfit, and he is a man who is truly alone. The book
is filled with images of birth, decay and death, most notably in the form of a manchild through Aboliga the
frog p. This manchild is a metaphor for post-independence Ghana. Full summary of the novel The novel starts
with the man in the decrepit old bus on the way to his place of work at railway station. At the end of the bus
journey, all passengers climbed onto the road sleepy and tired. Article of no Commercial Value! You thing the
bus belongs to your grand father? The conductor continues throwing accusation to him, Are you a child? You
vomit your smelling spit all over the place. The man looks down on his glistering offence shame dwarfs him.
We are told that a lot of money was used to install this box but words are no longer decipherable because of
the heap of rubbish poured nearby. As the man reaches at the place he takes debris of old tickets from the
pocket and throws them to the same heap. Man arrives at his office. After fed up with scorns, man arrives at
the station where he finds a night clerk fallen asleep. When he awakens he informs the man all the problems
occurred over the night among others; the death of control telephone at Kajokrom and other lines. The night
clerk has not also completed some of his responsibility as logging the date therefore, the man completes in
stead of. It means that the man is not responsible with the allocations of luggage train rather with passengers.
A man returns home When work ours are finished, man leaves for home. On the way to home he meets with
Koomson and his wife Estella as they are going to nightclubs. He exchanges gossips with them and promises
to visit man on Sunday. At the bus stand there are merchandise women selling slices of bread. One woman
asks Koomson to buy more bread for his girl friend but Koomson refuses by saying that he does not have girls.
This surprises the woman as she says. Soon the bus arrives and the waiting people slide towards it, but the
conductor walks away down the road. In a few moments the waiters can hear the sound of his urine hitting the
clean â€” your â€” city can. After urinating the conductor goes to bread sellers and returns while eating a
shiny loaf of bread. Have you paid and you are sitting inside? The man gets in the bus choosing a seat by a
window. On the way via different streets there is a hot smell of caked shit, rubbish, crushed tomatoes and
rotten vegetables. The smell makes people spit so much in the bus. Across the aisle on the seat opposite the
man, there is an old man sleeping and his mouth is open to the air rushing in the night with many particles. He
also tells the visit by Koomson on Sunday The man also tells her about how he has declined the offer from
Amakwa. To escape further insults, the man fixes on visiting the Teacher where he carries conversations with
a teacher in chapters 5,6 and 7,the conversations which provide historical insights into the disappointment
with independence. The man also expresses how Oyo and her mother are no longer listening to him rather his
Excellency Joseph Koomson, minister Plenipotentiary, member of the presidential commission, Hero of
socialist labour p He also explains how Koomson has fooled them claiming that he would buy them a fishing
boat. So they are using boat to despise and hit man on the head complains man. They are also talking of Koffi
Billy who once worked in Transportation Company. Koffi Billy was cut his right leg away beneath the knee
and he was told by his boss that he deserved it because he had been playing and he was dismissed from the job
without any compensation. He decides to live alone, listening to music and reading p. Armah writes that there
were men dying from the loss of hope and others were finding colourful ways to enjoy power they did not
have But we will never see it work. Unless we choose to come together to make it work. However after
attainment of independence the party men lived luxurious life, fucked women, and changed them like clothes,
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asking only for blouses and perfumes from diplomatic bags and wigs of human hair. Also the author flashes
back to the journey that man once had to go to cape coast. On the way come three different policemen, to
stopping their little bus and ask the driver for Kola corrupt because he does not possess a license pg On the
same page, the author talks about Zacharias Lagos a Nigerian working for a sawmill, and lives like a rich
despite his small salary a month. Every evening a company truck brings at his home great lengths of healthy
wood, which he sells all of it. When he was caught people called him a good, generous man, and cursed the
jealous man who had reported his dealings pg Only some people have been growing, becoming different, that
is all. After a youth spent fighting the white man, why should not the president discover, as he grows older
that his real desire has been to like the white governor himself, to live above all blackness in the big old slave
castle? He also joins the bed with his wife touching her through different parts of her body. We are told that
genital parts of Oyo are so harder, with scars on the stomach. It is in the morning of the next day The man
goes to take bath in a very dirty and smelly bathroom, as the author writes that the door of the bathroom is
rotten at the button and the smell of dead wood filled his nostrils and caressed the cavity of his mouth p. The
water underneath goes out very slowly. After the bath, man goes back to his room, takes a cup of tea. After tea
he collects bus fare and the handkerchief off to the bus stationary. At the very office man rejects a greeting he
was given simply because a person has addressed him as a sir. He goes directly to his office. While in the
office, man is called by the nature Toilet. Up stair toilets are closed because only the senior service men have
keys. He takes some old stiff paper and goes directly to the public toilet down stairs. As usually man replies
nothing. In very late hours, arrives one of the official supervisors who was a bursar at one of the Ghana
national Secondary Schools before coming to the Railway Administration. When he was at Secondary school
he caused student to be fixed from school by the minister for education after writing the letter to probe the
money embezzled by him as bursar. So instead of chasing him, he was transferred to another department in the
samegovernment. Man finds his family in a great preparation for a visit by Koomson. Man is also joining the
preparation as he starts to arrange his old cushions and chairs while Oyo prepares food. Oyo in his preparation
she needs drinks of high quality though financially they are very poor. While in her kitchen Oyo feeds her
children before he assigns her husband to take them to their grand mother. Then after the husband take them to
their grandmother. She also tells her husband to inform the old woman to come to talk to the minister
Koomson. On the way to the old woman something cut a little boy because he was in bare feet. You have no
shoes to wear, so your poor little feet get torn to pieces. Ei, my husband, you have no body to buy you shoes,
so your little toes will all be destroyed. As usually man replies nothing despite of the rude phrases. Then man
comes back home from his mother-in-law to complete his arrangements and ready to receive the minister.
Koomson himself looks obviously larger than the chair he is occupying, writes the author. But she soon joins
the drinks. As we all know drunks are fluently go for a short call. They then start talking of the issue of a boat
as the main topic brought Koomson to his schoolmate. When the old woman asks Koomson the issue of
fishing boat he says that socialism is doing bad since it prohibits people to have such things. At home a young
girl in blue jeans and white T-shirt speaking English like white child welcomes them. The door is opened by
servant girl house girl of 16 years. They get seated on sofas and asked to say what kind of drinks they would
prefer. The end of the novel and the escape of Koomson Along with Koomson he passes through the latrine
but cleanses himself in the seawater. Who is this man who wants to teach us how to live in a corrupt world? Is
he the beautiful one? Koomson escapes from the country with the active collaboration of the man. The
humiliating process of his escape through the lavatory and the harbour underscores the vanity of irresponsible
power. The novel ends with the man returning home from the harbour. The camp has not really changed
anything fundamentally in the life of the nation. Soldiers and police still extort Kola â€” euphemism for bribe
â€” from travellers. Successive governments come in with promises which end up as an opportunity for the
leaders and their groups to enrich themselves. Corruption in Ghana and in all African countries at large are
virtually acceptable as a legal means of enrichment, and it is being caused by bureaucracy, poorly paid
workers and modernization.
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The Beautiful Ones Are Not Yet Born is the writing on the wall that Africa has yet to cure that chronic festering wound,
that deep cut, that shock, which independence left in its wake- disillusionment.
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