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Commonwealth countries have also established lasting partnerships with other countries in their respective
regions and beyond, some of which have resulted in embassies, trade treaties and aid. Bilateral relationships in
the Commonwealth It is impossible to sum up the full extent of bilateral relationships in the Commonwealth.
However some characteristics remain apparent such as the continued and evolving existence of
Commonwealth, regional, trade and aid links. Commonwealth countries have bilateral ties with each other
founded on strong historical links â€” in most the common use of the English language, common standards
and culture inherited from their colonial past. Today, each Commonwealth country maintains permanent
diplomatic ties with at least one other Commonwealth country. There is evidence of these links even in
economic matters. Intra-Commonwealth trade accounts for about one-sixth of total Commonwealth trade, with
an average for each member state of around one-third. This is also true for most Commonwealth countries
who naturally maintain close political, cultural and economic ties with their neighbouring counterparts,
whether they are Commonwealth or not. This means that Commonwealth countries in these regions are mostly
surrounded by other Commonwealth countries â€” a point which highlights the ties that bind the
Commonwealth. For many Commonwealth countries, many of which are developing, international markets
present opportunities for them to trade their way into prosperity. When discounting regional trade links a
select list of countries are of importance to Commonwealth countries in matters regarding bilateral trade.
These countries will often feature in the top five trading partner lists of Commonwealth countries. Aid is of
strategic importance to most Commonwealth member countries, developed and developing. Aid has helped
strengthen bilateral ties along diplomatic, cultural, developmental, humanitarian and commercial lines. Most
donor countries channel bilateral aid through an aid agency. Other donors not necessarily known through a
recognisable aid agency include the EU, the Netherlands, Finland, Norway and China. Regionally there are
eight groupings of varying significance to Commonwealth member states: All these regional organisations
could be considered geographically as sub-continental â€” even the EU excludes significant parts of Europe.
The continental bodies which are relevant to Commonwealth countries in terms membership are the Council
of Europe, the African Union AU and the Organization of American States OAS , which are in any case all the
continental bodies in the world. Politically, a number of organisations have played a major part in the
international affairs of Commonwealth countries. Since the end of the Cold war and the emergence of a new
economic order a number of Commonwealth member countries have agglomerated into newer groupings. The
G8 which is made up of some eight large economies includes Commonwealth member states UK and Canada.
Along with the regional bodies that have been mentioned, numerous international organisations coordinate
widely on economic matters; the most prominent of which are the International Monetary Fund IMF and the
World Bank. Australia, India, UK, Canada and South Africa are part of the G20 grouping which brings
together 20 systemically important industrialised and developing economies which coordinate on the
international financial system. A number of economic forms of multilateralism are institutionally based on
monetary unions. The EU has the most prominence worldwide with its common monetary system and
currency, the euro, which is used by Commonwealth member states Cyprus and Malta. In the Commonwealth
Caribbean, six countries fall under one monetary and currency union administered by the Eastern Caribbean
Central Bank: Virtually all Commonwealth countries are members of the World Trade Organization WTO
which supervises and liberalises international trade. A number of Commonwealth countries have formed
coalitions with other non-Commonwealth countries in the WTO. These coalitions often speak with one voice
using a single coordinator or negotiating team. Commonwealth countries also exist to an extent within eight
regional trading blocs which follow the structure and composition of the regional bodies discussed above.
Commonwealth initiatives Reform In November at the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in
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Kampala leaders agreed that the current architecture of international institutions such as the UN, World Bank
and IMF no longer responds adequately to the challenges of the 21st Century. The statement challenges its
members to accelerate initiatives to reform the way in which international institutions respond to climate
change, security, political, humanitarian and global financial crises. We will seek to enlarge the breadth of
international commitment to our Commonwealth reform agenda, and call on others to join us in this
endeavour. Three Secretariat staff members and representatives from each of the eleven small states share the
nineteen thousand square foot office. In the late s and early s, when several of the small states in the Pacific
and Asia became independent, one of their objectives was to join the UN. Commonwealth countries in those
regions suggested a single office for representatives from these small states. This was seen as an alternative to
those countries setting up new Missions â€” representations to inter-governmental agencies â€” in New York.
Therefore, in , Australia provided the initial funding for the Secretariat to establish the New York office. The
benefits to smaller states like Samoa and the Solomon Islands soon attracted other countries. In , at the
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Nassau, Bahamas, Heads of Government requested that the
Secretary-General explore the possibility of extending the facility to other Commonwealth small states. Read
more here Select a Country:
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is in contrast to unilateralism or multilateralism, which is activity by a single state or jointly by multiple states,
respectively.

It also occupied strategic points in the Aksai Chin and Demchok regions of Ladakh , before declaring a
unilateral cease-fire on 21 November. It claimed that it withdrew to twenty kilometers behind its contended
line of control. India disagreed with the claim. Relations between the PRC and India deteriorated during the
rest of the s and the early s while the Chinaâ€”Pakistan relations improved and the Sino-Soviet relations
worsened. The PRC continued an active propaganda campaign against India and supplied ideological,
financial, and other assistance to dissident groups, especially to tribes in northeastern India. Sri Lanka played
the role of chief negotiator for the withdrawal of Chinese troops from the Indian territory. On 11 September,
Chinese troops opened fire on a detachment of Indian soldiers tasked with protecting an engineering company
that was fencing the North Shoulder of Nathu La. This escalated over the next five days to an exchange of
heavy artillery and mortar fire between the Indian and Chinese forces. Sixty-two Indian soldiers were killed.
On 1 October , some Indian and Chinese soldiers had an argument over the control of a boulder at the Chola
outpost in Sikkim then a protectorate of India , triggering a fight that escalated to a mortar and heavy machine
gun duel. While Indian forces would sustain eighty-eight troops killed in action with another troops wounded,
China would suffer less casualties, with 32 killed and 91 wounded in Nathu La , as well as forty in Chola. In ,
the Indian Minister of External Affairs Atal Bihari Vajpayee made a landmark visit to Beijing, and both
countries officially re-established diplomatic relations in India also undertook infrastructural development in
disputed areas. In the winter of , the Chinese deployed their troops to the Sumdorong Chu before the Indian
team could arrive and built a Helipad at Wandung. Sundarji , airlifted a brigade to the region. However, Indian
foreign minister N. In the PRC insisted on mutual concessions without defining the exact terms of its "package
proposal" or where the actual line of control lay. In and , the negotiations achieved nothing, given the charges
exchanged between the two countries of military encroachment in the Sumdorung Chu Valley. The PRC
relayed warnings that it would "teach India a lesson" if it did not cease "nibbling" at Chinese territory. By the
summer of , however, both sides had backed away from conflict and denied military clashes had taken place.
Rajiv Gandhi signed bilateral agreements on science and technology co-operation, establish direct air links,
and on cultural exchanges. The two sides also agreed to hold annual diplomatic consultations between foreign
ministers, set up a joint committee on economic and scientific co-operation, and a joint working group on the
boundary issue. The latter group was to be led by the Indian foreign secretary and the Chinese vice minister of
foreign affairs. Progress was also made in reducing tensions on the border via mutual troop reductions, regular
meetings of local military commanders, and advance notification about military exercises. Consulates
reopened in Bombay Mumbai and Shanghai in December In , The sixth-round of the joint working group
talks was held in New Delhi but resulted in only minor developments. Prime Minister Narasimha Rao and
Premier Li Peng signed a border agreement dealing with cross-border trade, cooperation on environmental
issues e. Pollution , Animal extinction , Global Warming , etc. A senior-level Chinese military delegation
made a goodwill visit to India in December aimed at "fostering confidence-building measures between the
defence forces of the two countries. In January , Beijing announced that it not only favored a negotiated
solution on Kashmir, but also opposed any form of independence for the region. Talks were held in New Delhi
in February aimed at confirming established "confidence-building measures", discussing clarification of the
"line of actual control", reduction of armed forces along the line, and prior information about forthcoming
military exercises. Talks were held in Beijing in July and in New Delhi in August to improve border security,
combat cross-border crimes and on additional troop withdrawals from the border. These talks further reduced
tensions. The Centre serves as the representative office of the Republic of China Taiwan and is the counterpart
of the India-Taipei Association located in Taiwan. During the Kargil War China voiced support for Pakistan,
but also counseled Pakistan to withdraw its forces. Nathu La was re-opened in following numerous bilateral
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trade agreements. The opening of the pass is expected to bolster the economy of the region and play a key role
in the growing Sino-Indian trade. In , China officially recognised Indian sovereignty over Sikkim as the two
countries moved towards resolving their border disputes. In , the two countries proposed opening up the
Nathula and Jelepla Passes in Sikkim. Wen stated that the 21st century will be "the Asian century of the IT
industry. Issues surrounding energy has risen in significance. Both countries have growing energy demand to
support economic growth. In , China and India re-opened Nathula pass for trading. Nathula was closed 44
years prior to Re-opening of border trade will help ease the economic isolation of the region. India claimed
that China was occupying 38, square kilometres of its territory in Kashmir , while China claimed the whole of
Arunachal Pradesh as its own. According to China, since Arunachal Pradesh is a territory of China, he would
not need a visa to visit his own country. Britain revised this view on 29 October , when it recognized Chinese
sovereignty over Tibet through its website. Earlier China had exercised pressure on the bank to cease the loan,
[71] however India succeeded in securing the loan with the help of the United States and Japan. China
expressed displeasure at ADB. Singh said that China and India had come to a "convergence of views" on the
threat of terrorism emanating from Pakistan. Both of them agreed to disengage from the standoff in Doklam.
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Bilateral relationships are based on mutual benefits and mutual interests. Whereas strategic relationship is based on
one's self interests. It can also be for combined self interests to fight other rival.

Examples[ edit ] Australia and Canada have a bilateral relationship ; both have similar governments and share
similar values as well as having the same titular head of state. In modern times, this traditional relationship has
been confirmed by written treaties. The India-Nepal treaty of friendship was signed in July That provided
economically and politically important effects for both countries. These bilateral treaties have played a
significant role in the evolution of international investment law. Citizens of both countries can move across
the border freely without passport or visa, live and work in either country and own property and business in
either country. Gurkhas form a part of the Indian Army. Millions of Nepalis have been living in India for long
periods of time. Rather than establishing a security alliance or hosting a summit, the U. From both historical
and political perspectives, every country in the East Asian region can be an opponent or a target to any other.
Therefore, it is comparatively difficult to construct multilateral alliances, which depend upon mutual reliance.
An example is the " hub and spokes " reference, where the U. Firstly, the United States had existing and longer
relations with countries in Europe. Thus it was easier for the United States to build and form this multilateral
bond. Victor Cha states "Acheson argued that NATO was the product of a long, deliberative process, that
West European powers had carefully developed their plan for collective defense before asking for U. Because
Europe is "connected", it is better for the security and economy. Whereas in East Asia, states are divided over
a large space and is separated by large amounts of water and distance, making it a less admirable condition to
form multilateral bonds for the United States. In East Asia, there are also a variety of regimes: In comparison
to the states in NATO, who are consisted of democracies, causing a level of difficulty in creating multilateral
relations. This allowed for an agreement amongst these NATO states to form this multilateral relation.
However, in the case with East Asia, there was no unified threat. Thus there was a great level of difficulty in
the United States forming an alliance with East Asia as the threats were different. Christopher Hemmer and
Peter J. Powerplay is commonly used in any political or social situation when one uses its knowledge or
information against others in order to gain benefits using situational advantages the one has. According to the
powerplay theory, the alliances were created to both contain and constrain potential rogue allies rogue state
from performing aggressive behavior that would trigger larger military conflict and involvement. The United
States was also worried that Japan would recover its regional power in Asia. A Bilateral Investment Treaty
Amendment was signed by the two countries in , and several more limited agreements have been signed
between various law-enforcement and financial agencies of the two countries. History[ edit ] There has been a
long debate on the merits of bilateralism versus multilateralism. The first rejection of bilateralism came after
the First World War when many politicians concluded that the complex pre-war system of bilateral treaties
had made war inevitable. This led to the creation of the multilateral League of Nations which was disbanded in
failure after 26 years. A similar reaction against bilateral trade agreements occurred after the Great Depression
, when it was argued that such agreements helped produce a cycle of rising tariffs that deepened the economic
downturn. Bilateralism has a flexibility and ease lacking in most compromise-dependent multilateral systems.
In addition, disparities in power, resources, money, armament, or technology are more easily exploitable by
the stronger side in bilateral diplomacy, which powerful states might consider as a positive aspect of it,
compared to the more consensus-driven multilateral form of diplomacy, where the one state-one vote rule
applies.
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4: Meet discusses India's devp projects in Myanmar, bilateral relationship
Download Geagea meets with Archbishops of Australia, Sao Paulo and Mexico, confers with Jordanian Works Minister
over bilateral relations NNA - Lebanese Forces Party Leader, Samir Geagea, met in Meh'rab on Tuesday with Jordanian
Works Minister Sami Halassa, with discussions touching on bilateral relations and the general prevailing political
situation in Lebanon and the region.

Adorable animal families that will make you "aww" Bilateral relations â€” or bilateralism â€” refers to the
relationship between two independent regions. Cultural, economic, and political factors influence this
relationship. As such, these relations may be diplomatic or hostile. Positive bilateralism comprises the most
common alliance type. Independent regions have many reasons for seeking a positive relationship with another
region. For one, the two regions may be physical neighbors, and thus a harmonious coexistence is both
convenient and beneficial for each party. Cultural similarities can further solidify and strengthen a bilateral
bond. A friendly region, wherever its location, can make a strong bilateral trade partner and thus enhance
economy and commerce. Diplomatic countries can make enduring military allies as well, offering assistance,
land use, and essential resources in times of military crisis. Two regions will generally implement various
steps to foster a positive, diplomatic relationship. Each region may install a diplomatic ambassador , or
regional representative, in the other region. This representative will act as a conduit between the two regions,
promoting political harmony and unity. The heads of the regions may also embark on numerous cross-regional
visits to meet with government officials and also to foster public goodwill. Formal treaties or agreements are
another important component of diplomatic bilateral relations. Such agreements may entail a formal
declaration of peace and military alliance. Economic and trade relations treaties between the regions can also
bolster the relationship. Ad Bilateral relations differ from unilateralism and multilateral relations: The United
Nations and the World Trade Organizations are two leading examples of multilateral organizations. Such
entities may condemn two-party agreements on the basis of their exclusiveness, their use as a leverage tool by
wealthier nations, and their probability for negative side effects like raising taxes. Proponents of bilateralism
counter that streamlining an agreement to two parties reduces the probability of disputes and makes technical
aspects of any agreements easier to implement. Therefore, compromise and mediation becomes much more
efficient. Although bilateral relations usually refer to diplomacy between two regions, in general the term can
also reference a less positive relationship. One region may, for example, impose a trade embargo on another
region, thereby reducing any commercial and financial assistance the regions may provide each other. A
declaration of war is a more obvious example of a negative bilateral relationship. In some cases, one region
may approach another region that has a diplomatic relationship with a third region in order to build its own
positive relations with the third region. Social, political, and economic compromise are key to these or any
other type of successful bilateral relations.
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5: Relations with the U.S. â€“ Embassy of Portugal
Shared Principles Cooperation on cyber issues is a key component of the bilateral relationship between India and the
United States. The two countries have created a wide-ranging strategic partnership that reflects their shared values,
democratic traditions, national security and economic interests, and common vision and principles for cyberspace.

This is â€” to use a little English understatement â€” an important moment in the future of the relationship
between our countries. There have been many such moments in the long sweep of our history, and we know,
without a doubt, that there will be many more in the decades to come. What matters is what we decide to do
with those moments. Those decisions fall to each generation. To plot their own course and determine their
destiny and that of their countries. What is unique about the relationship between Britain and France is the
extent to which those decisions, those destinies, have been, are, and will be, entwined. That long history has,
as we all know, hadâ€¦let me put it diplomaticallyâ€¦ its high and its lows. And it is a relationship of
competition and cooperation, similarity and difference. Indeed my view is that it is precisely that mix which
gives it its strength â€” because we have made a choice â€” for nearly years â€” to work together. And it is my
contention that the relationship between our countries â€” born of shared geography, history and culture, and
forged through joint struggle and sacrifice, is as important today as it has ever been; that our fortunes are as
bound together as they have ever been; and that the case for the closest possible partnership between Britain
and France is as strong as it has ever been. But how that partnership evolves depends on the decisions we
make now. So today I want to look at things in the round â€” to consider our past, our present and our future
â€” the future that, yes does mean getting Brexit right, but which goes beyond that and will be for the next
generation to build. The past But I want to start with the past. This week â€” of all weeks â€” our shared past
has particular resonance and weight. At the Arc de Triomphe here in Paris and at the Cenotaph in London, and
in towns and villages across France and Britain, our countries will commemorate the end of the War.
Tomorrow, the French President and the British Prime Minister will be together in the battlefields of the
Somme â€” scene of some of the bloodiest fighting. They will remember our shared sacrifice. The British
Army lost 20, dead in a single day on 1 July The Somme was our Verdun. This was a war which changed our
countries and our continent forever. It was a war in which our destinies as nations were yoked together â€” in
which we fought and bled side by side for over four years â€” and in which, in the end, we prevailed. We
sometimes forget that in the closing months of that war, the two million soldiers of the British Army fought
under French command for the first time. But the victory that Franco-British cooperation made possible came
at a terrible price. Across France, , British and Commonwealth soldiers lie buried, alongside 1. Row after row
of silent white headstones speak more eloquently than we ever could on the strength of our alliance, and the
depth of our shared sacrifice. I am fortunate to come from a generation which has never known such horror,
and which has been blessed by the peace and friendship we have built with Germany, something we will also
mark this weekend. But if our shared history has taught us anything, it is surely to value peace â€” and never
to take it for granted. Of course, our history goes back much further than a hundred years. If we brought the
tapestry up to date, it would stretch all the way from Paris to London and back. It would tell of our highs and
our lows, our friendships and our enmities, our triumphs and our defeats. That sense of similarity and
difference runs through the next nine centuries. And it extends into the most recent period of our story during
which â€” for nearly years now - Britain and France have not only been at peace, but in alliance, standing
together against danger and when, twice in a century, the very existence of our nations was threatened. The
present Why does all this matter? Because it is not the stuff of books and museums. It is the underpinning of
the world we built â€” together. And in that world our countries are as closely connected, our story is just as
interwoven as it has ever been. And I am sure that the same assurances will be offered to British citizens living
here in France. About 12 million Britons visited France last year - and more French people visited the UK than
any other nationality. It is a relationship that is underpinned by human ties of friendship. And at a
Governmental level, by the fact that Britain and France are both European nations with a global vocations,
who share the same values, and who see the world in broadly the same way. We helped fashion the global
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order, and we share an interest in defending it. We face the same terrorist threats, and we know that we must
work hand in hand to defeat them. We both know that sometimes to defend the peace, you need to be ready to
use military force. We both believe in nuclear deterrence, and in maintaining our deterrents for our own
defence and the defence of our allies. That is why we so often form joint positions, including on the Security
Council where we both have permanent seats, to deal with an increasingly unstable world. That is why when
our countries have been attacked by terrorists, there was such an outpouring of mutual solidarity. And in April,
British and French aircraft, with our US allies, acted together to strike chemical weapons installations in Syria,
and to enforce the global ban on the use of chemical weapons which was itself born out of the suffering in the
trenches years ago. That is why our defence cooperation â€” rooted in the Lancaster House accords â€” is so
deep. Together we have forged a combined joint expeditionary force, which will be combat capable by This
year our warships have both upheld freedom of navigation by sailing through the South China Sea. And our
cooperation extends far beyond the security domain to genomics, artificial intelligence, cyber and space. The
scale and breadth of cooperation is probably closer than it has ever been. The future Which brings us back to
Bayeux. Now, as President Macron said at Sandhurst, we are weaving a new tapestry. What path will it follow,
what scenes will it depict? Because we are at a moment of decision, and the answers we give in the coming
weeks and months could determine the shape of Franco-British relations, and of relations between Britain and
her European partners, for many years, perhaps decades to come. Which brings me, of course, to Brexit. And
here our history is again relevant: I understand that for so many in France that the outcome of the referendum
result was disappointing. But that is not how we see it. And this is where our peculiar mixture of similarity and
difference is important. France sees the EU as vital to its destiny, to the stability of the continent and above all
to its relationship with Germany. But Britain has never felt quite the same, for the simple reason that our
experiences have been different. Yes, we are similar in that we are both European countries who cherish our
global role. But we differ, I believe, in our view of the process and goals of EU integration. The reality is that
our public has always been reluctant about the political character of the Union and uncertain about its ultimate
destination. That made the experience of the pooling of sovereignty which the EU entails uncomfortable for us
â€” and I think that goes a long way to explaining the result of our referendum. Indeed for most British people,
their concept of Europe has never been synonymous with the European Union. Whereas for so many people in
France, I believe, the European Union is at the heart of their notion of Europe. Why does this matter? Because
so far in our recent history we have been able to draw strengths from our similarities, but recognise and
respect our differences in the choices we have made together. And we have now reached another such moment
of decision, and the decisions we take as Governments will have far-reaching consequences. Our people have
voted in a referendum to leave the EU and its decision-making bodies. We must respect their democratic
choice. But we intend to remain a European power into the future, as we have always been in the past. A
European power, whose values remain European values. A European power committed to the security of the
European continent. A European power with a European economic model, with universal public services and
the highest standard of consumer and environment protection. That is the strategic choice we have made in our
approach to these negotiations. From our perspective we see no contradiction in wanting to continue to work
together even as the institutional relationship changes. What does this mean for our future, and for this
negotiation, which is now entering its crucial endgame? I would suggest three things. First, our shared past,
does not, of course mean that we do not remain two nations, each pursuing our national interests as we judge
them, in the interests of the people we are elected to serve. So I hope that we can redouble our efforts to reach
an agreement. I know there are concerns that a deal which allows the UK to have the advantages of
membership without the obligations, could lead to unfair competition and ultimately to the unravelling of the
EU. We have heard those concerns, and we believe that we can address them. Indeed that the only way to
address them is for an ambitious agreement that provides the kind of guarantees necessary. Remember this
basic fact. From 29 March next year, we will be on the outside, not the inside. But we have offered a
framework for our future relationship which should give you confidence that we are not going to pursue a race
to the bottom, and which would allow our economic and security relationships to continue, not as they were
before â€” but on a dependable basis on which we could continue to build in the years ahead. A relationship in
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which the UK will be a third country â€” but would remain tied by bonds of friendship and commerce for
decades to come. The alternatives do not deliver that certainty. They make a choice for friction â€” at our
border with queues at Dover and Calais, in the exchange of information between our security services and in
greater divergence in our rules and regulation. That choice would seem to me to be a mistake. My last point is
this. This is not a dry, technical discussion, although sometimes it can seem that way â€” with all the talk of
regulatory standards and implementation periods and the like. At heart, it is about the destiny of our ancient
nations - and of our ancient continent â€” and how best we shape our future as European nations. About how
we weave the next chapter of the tapestry and what story it will tell. That is why I feel so passionately that we
need to get this right, that we need to make the right choices in the weeks to come.
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Bilateral Relationship between Portugal-USA. Portugal was one of the first nations to recognize the United States. The
two countries maintain diplomatic relations since , sharing common values and strong ties that span most fields,
including security and defense, political and diplomatic cooperation, science, technology and education, trade, and
investment.

Xi Jinping, the President of China. President Xi Jinping will visit the United States in September, partaking in
a high stakes, scripted, state dinner with President Obama and other dignitaries at the White House. The
Chinese leader will be in the neighborhood for the celebration of the 70th anniversary of the United Nations.
All major global issues intersect at the corner of Beijing and Washington, D. A few topics worthy of time and
effort include: Few expect major agreements or breakthroughs during the visit. Yet there is some momentum
in this fluid relationship. Hope For Major Breakthroughs While there are many hurdles ahead, there is hope
the two governments might break ground on military confidence agreements that were announced last
November, especially agreeing on standards of behavior for unexpected encounters between U. Even more
ambitious would be a breakthrough on negotiating a bilateral investment treaty BIT. This is crucial as China
has trillions to invest around the globe and is seeking safe harbors for such investments. Experts believe
progress toward an agreement on this treaty would be a major step forward in trade between our countries and
a domestic boost for both presidents. His focus on building bridges with China has paid dividends by creating
jobs though Chinese investment in Michigan. We all have a stake in keeping that investment momentum
moving forward. President Obama clearly would like to have a major foreign policy win as his final term runs
out even as President Xi, with seven years left in office, has time on his side. Obama will play the gracious
host seeking agreements that can help shore up his foreign policy legacy as his lame duck status clock ticks.
The Obama administration wants to showcase the progress they have made on strengthening U. As the 21st
century unfolds, the competition and cooperation with China on multiple levels will ebb and flow. Since its
opening to the world and normalization of relations has taken hold, our engagement with China has served
America well. It has also served China well. The upcoming dialogue between our leaders will impact the
citizens of America, China, and all humanity.
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Bilateral relations â€” or bilateralism â€” refers to the relationship between two independent regions. Cultural, economic,
and political factors influence this relationship. As such, these relations may be diplomatic or hostile.

Home Relations with the U. The two countries maintain diplomatic relations since , sharing common values
and strong ties that span most fields, including security and defense, political and diplomatic cooperation,
science, technology and education, trade, and investment. The United States is historically one of the main
destinations for Portuguese emigration, with an estimated population of almost 1. In that context, the
respective Armed Forces have jointly participated in various operations on multiple locations. The defense
bilateral relationship is equally intense and has as its cornerstone the Agreement on Cooperation and Defense
signed in The flow of American tourists to Portugal has also seen one of the largest increases in the past few
years. The total value of Portuguese exports to the US has been increasing on average 6. The main export
groups are mineral fuels, pharmaceutical products, mechanical and electrical appliances, wood, paper, cork,
and textiles. Portuguese imports from the US have also increased on average 4. These consist, mainly, of
machinery, mechanical and electrical appliances, mineral fuels, vehicles and other transport material,
agricultural products, and precision instruments. Justice and Home Affairs Cooperation in this domain aims to
prevent common threats to both countries, such as terrorism and organized crime. Science, Technology and
Environment In recent years, Portugal and the United States have deepened the bilateral relationship in the
scientific and technological domain. Through the International Partnerships Program of the FCT Portuguese
Science and Technology Foundation , Portugal promotes cooperation between Portuguese universities and
research institutions and American universities, as well as with other industrial and business partners.
Particularly noteworthy is the recent renewal of partnerships between our country and three American
universities: This cooperation with American universities and institutions has also been one of the main
factors for the development of the important project of creating an AIR Center Atlantic International Research
Center in the Azores. Portuguese immigration to the United States began at the end of the 19th century.
Today, the Portuguese and Luso-American community is mostly present in the State of California about In
this context, there is a very active community and associative life, which has become one of the main assets in
promoting the Portuguese language, culture and traditions in the United States. Teaching of the Portuguese
language The Portuguese language is taught in Portuguese community schools, American public schools, and
universities. Taking into consideration the added value of knowing Portuguese, the National Examinations in
World Languages NEWL , recognized by the College Board, have included Portuguese as one of the foreign
languages that give credits in high school and when applying for higher education. Portugal in the US.
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8: Jeremy Hunt on the bilateral relationship between the UK and France, by Jeremy Hunt
As for US-China relations, Locke is sure to become an active and lifelong supporter in promoting bilateral relations
between the two nation's governments, businesses, and especially their people.

China Hands Magazine offers news and analysis related to Chinese culture, politics, art, and economics and U.
Serving the Bilateral Relationship As an Asian American in American politics, Locke is proud of his origins
and aware of the special role he is playing. Since former Ambassador Locke has been busy with various
endeavors, I conduct a phone interview with him to discuss highlights of his career in public service,
especially his experiences representing the US in China. As an Asian American in American politics, Locke is
proud of his origins and aware of the special role he is playing. Locke voices his belief that the journey his
family took reflects a quintessential experience shared by Americans of all backgrounds. Locke acknowledges
that it was at Yale, amid the tension and tumult of the Civil Rights movement, as well as the Vietnam War,
that he first felt a calling to help push for social change and progress. Locke proudly remarks that it was an
incredible experience to represent America in this bilateral relationship and an honor to be the first US
Ambassador to China of Chinese descent. I can feel his excitement and sense of accomplishment on the other
end of the line. Locke enthusiastically recounts the increase in Chinese tourism to the US and the further
enhancement of bilateral economic relationships during his tenure. He believes that the boost in tourism has
truly fostered more people-to-people exchange and offered greater opportunities for the American economy.
In addition to improving tourism, Locke is particularly proud of increasing awareness about human rights
issues during his ambassadorship, namely the management of the Chen Guangcheng case. Chen is a
self-taught lawyer and human rights activist who served a sentence on charges of disturbing the peace for
filing forced abortion cases against Chinese local government officials. Even after his release from prison,
Chen was kept under house arrest until he managed to escape to the American embassy in Beijing. Locke led a
team that negotiated for his fair treatment in China, and he is especially appreciative of the efforts of other U.
Locke also recounts his meetings with various human rights and activist groups all across China, including
Uighurs in Xinjiang and Buddhists in Tibet. Locke then shifts gears to another one of his accomplishments as
ambassador. He is delighted to have raised awareness about air pollution in China, increasing the number of
Particulate Matter PM indicators at US consulates all across China. These indicators, Locke says, really raised
the consciousness of the issue of air pollution among the Chinese people. Consequently, public opinion
pressured the Chinese government to acknowledge the seriousness of the problem and to start taking
measures, such as publishing air quality data, to further raise awareness and improve air quality. Locke recalls
visiting many parts of China and being thanked by random strangers for letting them know about what PM 2.
He jokes that today, there are more Chinese who know about PM 2. This is why Locke ardently advocates on
behalf of programs such as the , Strong Educational Initiative launched by President Obama to have ,
Americans studying in China. He points out that most of the challenges that the US and China will face in the
future cannot be solved by the Americans or the Chinese alone, so active cooperation between the two
countries -- by governments, by scientists, and by businesspeople -- will be essential. Through the , Strong
Educational Initiative, Locke aims to continue to encourage more Americans to study in China. Finally, I ask
Locke whether he has any plans to return to public office. Locke graciously responds that while he feels
incredibly fortunate to have served in such a variety of roles and has thoroughly enjoyed his time in public
service, he harbors no plans ever to work in elected office again. He hopes to be involved in helping
campaigns, especially the Presidential campaign, but he has no desire to regain a political position. Contact
him at forrest. This article also appears in China Hands. Do you have information you want to share with
HuffPost?
9: What are Bilateral Relations?
Multilateral and bilateral diplomacy are sometimes seen as twines from the same destiny, for example the European
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Union constitutes an emerging diplomatic order in which multilateralism and bilateralism are intertwined and bilateralism,
whilst constituting a significant component of this multilateral order, is at the same time being re-situated.
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