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This book is a history of a medieval literary tradition that grew out of opposition to the mendicant fraternal orders. Penn
R. Szittya argues that the widespread attacks on the friars in late medieval poetry, especially in Ricardian England, drew
on an established tradition that originated in the polemical theology, eschatology, and Biblical exegesis of the friars'
ecclesiastical enemies.

Monday, November 12, Anti-fraternal Traditions in the Middle Ages by Penn Szittya Founded near the
beginning of the 13th century, the fraternal orders were one of the most successful but also controversial
innovations of the late-medieval church. By , fewer than fifty years after St. Francis first gathered a small band
of brothers fratres, hence friars , there were four such fraternal and mendicant orders- Franciscans,
Dominicans, Carmelites, and Augustinians â€” with many thousands of members among them, saturating the
cities and towns of western Europe and beginning to spread to distant parts of the earth. Their business was
apostolic preaching and pastoral care. The friars verbal powers were famous. The Dominican, the Ordo
Praedictatorum, were founded specifically as a preaching order, and both they and the Franciscans developed
powerful teaching techniques, including the use of anecdote, story, and fable, with broad appeal. Even the
architecture of their churches was influenced by their preaching mission and its success. In cities all over
Europe they built large but simple churches with little interior adornment, the naves being little more than
great open spaces to accommodate the crowds that came to hear their newfangled sermons. By the end of the
century, in the person of such theologians as Aquinas, Bonaventura, Albertus Magnus, John Pecham, and
Duns Scotus, the friars had taken over the intellectual leadership of the church. In less than a hundred years,
these new orders had also affected drastically the progress of Papal centralization, the theology and practice of
confession, the growth of nominalism, the revival of classical literature, the flourishing of lay piety, the spread
of missionary activity as far as the steppes of Asia and more. Though phenomenally successful, the fraternal
orders were subjected, almost from their foundation, to a widespread campaign of attack on their legitimacy
and on their mendicant way of life. From the s until the 16th century, they were denounced in sermon and
polemic, by churchmen and academics, by monastic and secular clergy, by archbishops and heretical Lollards,
in monastic chronicles and encyclopedias, in canon law summae, in Wycliffite compilations and
commentaries, in Latin prose and vernacular lyric, by poets from Jean de Meun to Chaucer. In quantity,
duration, and generic variety, there is nothing quite comparable to this literature of attack anywhere in the
many outbursts of anticlericalism throughout the Middle Ages. It is not just its wide range, however, that
makes anti-fraternal literature of unique interest. Attacks against the friars come primarily in two normally
quite disparate genres: This extremely influential work not only began the long history of anti-fraternal
theology; it also inaugurated a tradition of the use of the Biblical language against the friars for centuries, a
language that identified them with a recurring set of Biblical malefactors- primarily the antichrists prophesied
for the end of time, the false apostles of the New Law, and the Pharisees of the Old Law and described their
faults in words taken from the texts of Scripture. Of that tradition, Piers Plowman is not the last but one of the
most complex expressions. This book is a history of that literary tradition and its language: Anti-fraternalism,
it should be said, was not solely a literary or traditional phenomena. The hypocrisy, worldliness ,and
corruption that infected other elements of the church touched the friars as well, especially in the 14th century;
certainly the struggle with the secular clergy was a real political battle for power, authority and income. They
are referred to also as diocesan priests or sometimes, in the case of an archdiocese, as archdiocesan clergy. For
men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemous, disobedient to parent,
unthankful, unholy. Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof:
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This book is a history of a medieval literary tradition that grew out of opposition to the mendicant fraternal orders. Penn
R. Szittya argues that the widespread attacks on the friars in late medieval poetry, especially in Ricardian England, drew
on an established tradition that originated in the.

Search Search this site: There are two modern editions, those of Thomas Wright and Walter W. Skeat for the
Early English Text Society. PPC is especially significant as a witness to antifraternal literature of the late
fourteenth century. The poem has both literary and cultural value - indeed, it is difficult to separate the literary
from the cultural. He consults friars - a Franciscan, a Dominican, an Austin, and a Carmelite, respectively hoping to learn what he calls the "graith," the plain truth, but is dismayed that the friars instead denounce the
rival fraternal orders or try to dun him for money. The implication is that the friars do not know the Creed,
which was a charge often leveled against the fraternal orders. In despair the narrator encounters a plowman,
Piers, who condemns the friars as hypocrites and who teaches him the Creed in simple, unglossed language.
The Carmelite calls the narrator a "fool" for not giving him money, since the Carmelites do not bestow their
pardons and prayers gratis but always receive a donation: The friar hastens away to a housewife who has
agreed to favor the Carmelite order in her will. The narrator also describes Piers and his family with a keen
eye for detail. To a certain extent these passages of description exist for the satire, but they also help convey a
memorable idea of the character - Piers - who speaks authoritatively about spiritual issues in the poem. His
very poverty, and his marked difference from the pampered friars, give him considerable power as a
spokesman and norm for spiritual values. As a cultural document, almost a treatise, PPC provides a gauge of
antifraternal and Lollard sentiment in late Ricardian England. Antifraternal attacks originated in disputes
between the secular clergy and friars in thirteenth-century Paris, and the themes were taken up by later writers,
including Jean de Meun and Chaucer. In the mid-fourteenth century, Richard FitzRalph, Archbishop of
Ireland, wrote influential tracts and delivered sermons attacking the friars for usurping privileges traditionally
associated with the secular clergy, especially rights to preaching, hearing confession, and burial. John Wyclif
formulated similar concepts for clerical disendowment. The author of PPC articulates significant aspects of the
Lollard agenda, including the usual attacks on friars but also specific allegations against the fraternal orders.
That the friars themselves level many of these accusations only heightens the satire. Such attacks mirror
similar charges in the Wycliffite sermon Vae octuplex not before and in Middle English lyrics. In a poem "On
the Minorites []" , for example, an anonymous poet declares: Details of this attack - the hypocritical preaching,
love of good food, spacious dwellings, and vicious practices - all find their way into PPC. Sertenly we be
vn-do But if we mo anende it. The author of PPC develops stereotypes for each of the four orders; and these
stereotypes owe much to Lollard views. The Franciscans are the most hypocritical because they try to appear
the most humble; the Dominicans are the most arrogant as well as the richest, most avaricious order; the
Austins are the most vicious in attacking the other orders; and the Carmelites are the most straightforward, and
outrageous, in begging for money. Piers, however, speaks approvingly of the founders of the fraternal orders,
Francis and Dominic, but he censures their followers as evil. At one point Piers invokes Wyclif as a truthteller
who cautioned the friars against their iniquitous behavior. He also speaks approvingly of Walter Brut, a
Lollard and Welsh pacifist, who described himself as "a sinner, a layman, a farmer and a Christian" but whom
the friars characterized as a heretic. Bishop Trefnant of Hereford put Brut on trial for his views; the trial ended
in , which may be considered a terminus a quo for the composition of PPC. PPC was written in the long line
typical of the so-called Alliterative Revival, an English literary movement perhaps self-conscious, perhaps not
of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. Erkenwald, and Parlement of the Thre Ages, usually contain four
primary stresses per line and a varying number of unaccented syllables. Typically, but not invariably,
alliteration or assonance occurs in three of the stressed syllables while the fourth stressed syllable remains
unalliterated: In the first three lines of PPC, for example, alliteration and stress occurs on the letter c line 1 , f
line 2 , and s line 3. Cros, and curteis Crist, this begynnynge spede, For the Faderes frendchipe, that formede
hevene, And thorugh the speciall Spirit that sprong of hem tweyne. Although PPC resembles other poems of
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the Revival, it does not exploit the special diction characteristic of late fourteenth-century alliterative verse
except for Piers Plowman. For the sake of emphasis and clarity, I sometimes introduce capitals, e. Skeat
believed that lines , witnessed only by the edition printed by Wright as lines , were sixteenth-century
interpolations - he calls them "spurious" - so he printed the lines in brackets and italics. He conjectured that
the editor of the edition inserted the lines to cover up for his deleting lines and , which concern
transubstantiation. I have not followed Skeat in questioning the lines, since they help "complete the Creed" in
ways that harmonize with late fourteenth-century Lollard thought Lawton. Scriptural citations are from the
Douai-Rheims version. Athlone, ; quotations from the C-text are from the edition of Derek Pearsall Berkeley:
University of California Press, Rossell Hope Robbins New York: Quotations from Chaucer are from The
Riverside Chaucer, ed. Carleton Brown and rev.
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The Antifraternal Tradition in Medieval Literature Penn R. Szittya Published by Princeton University Press Szittya, R..
The Antifraternal Tradition in Medieval Literature.

Under the patronage of the Count of Savoy , he was active at the University of Paris from the s, becoming
master of arts in From a reference in a letter by Gregory IX , it is evident that he had become a doctor of
Canon law by By he had been made master of theology. The controversy on which his fame rests began in
earnest in the s. The gradual encroachment of the newly formed mendicant orders into the university was the
immediate cause of this. The secular clergy had previously enjoyed unrivalled teaching privileges at Paris, but
the friars presented a serious challenge to their monopoly, gaining a number of prominent lecturing posts: The
seculars bitterly resented this incursion, and engaged in a prolonged conflict with the friars. At length the
dispute was brought before the papal curia. William had emerged as the mouthpiece of the secular party, and
in he and five other masters directly petitioned Innocent IV. The pope proved sympathetic to their concerns:
This victory, however, was short-lived. Innocent died in the December of the same year, and was replaced by
Alexander IV. Alexander was cardinal protector of the Franciscans and therefore unlikely to side with the
seculars: Hostilities resumed immediately, and William began to produce some of his most sustained and
vitriolic sermons and treatises. As might be expected, his campaign against the regulars was not tolerated for
long. In William produced De periculis novissimorum temporum On the Dangers of the Final Days , a vicious
tirade against the friars, and the culmination of his antifraternal thought. This ridiculed the more extreme
eschatological speculations of some friars e. De Periculis implied that the friars would indeed be instrumental
in precipitating the end of the world, but only because they would facilitate the coming of the Antichrist. The
treatise attracted written opposition from Thomas Aquinas and Albertus Magnus , both Dominican friars, and
was examined by a curial committee. He died at Burgundy in September It became the fountainhead of a long
polemical tradition. The signs are, in order: William decorates these imputations with various allusions to the
Benedictine Rule , the Pauline epistles and Acts of the Apostles. He powerfully stigmatised one of the
dominant factions in the late medieval church, providing generations of critics with an arsenal of ready-made
indictments. References and external links[ edit ] For a Latin edition and English translation of the De
Periculis, see: William of Saint-Amour, De periculis novissimorum temporum. Edition, Translation, and
Introduction by G. Picard, Matthew Paris, English history from the year to , trans. Giles , 3 vols. Bohn, , III ,
p. Princeton University Press, ,.

Page 4

ANTIFRATERNAL TRADITION IN MEDIEVAL LITERATURE pdf
4: johnshaplin: Anti-fraternal Traditions in the Middle Ages by Penn Szittya
Book Description: This book is a history of a medieval literary tradition that grew out of opposition to the mendicant
fraternal orders. Penn R. Szittya argues that the widespread attacks on the friars in late medieval poetry, especially in
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The Antifraternal Tradition in Medieval Literature.. [Penn R Szittya] -- This book is a history of a medieval literary
tradition that grew out of opposition to the mendicant fraternal orders. Penn R. Szittya argues that the widespread
attacks on the friars in late.

English [] Religion [] - Topics in Medieval Lit. The ideal of society in the Middle Ages can be defined by the
theory of the three estates, a model in which the aristocracy, the members of the church, and the peasantry
each fulfill a mutually satisfying function. The literature of late-medieval England articulated its critique of
those in positions of power using the language of politics and theology, but above all a moral idiom. This
ethical discourse can be found in allegories, lyrics, and Lollard sermons and treatises that will serve as the
corpus of our readings for the semester to help us understand the connection between sin, dissent, heresy, and
social revolt in late-medieval England. Students will be responsible for the content not only of the reading
assignments, but also of our discussions in class. Regular attendance and participation in the discussions of all
texts not just the text[s] that you are researching for the semester are prerequisites for passing the course. The
door to the classroom will remain open for five minutes after the scheduled time for the class to begin; after
that point the door will be closed. If you are late and see that the door has been closed, you have already been
marked absent for that day - do not come into the classroom. Two unexcused absences are permissible without
any effect on your grade, but three unexcused absences or more will adversely affect the final grade for the
course. You may also expect brief quizzes on all reading assignments. Do not use electronic equipment in the
classroom to take notes. The final grades for the course will be composed of individual performance in five
areas: You must meet with me during my office hours or make an appointment to discuss your topic. All
Topic Descriptions 1 page; typewritten; double-spaced; with 1-inch margins, and your name the top of the
page; and carefully proofread are due on January 31st. The grade on the Topic Description will account for
about 10 percent of your final grade. The presentation should be open-ended and should encourage questions
from the rest of the class. The grade on the presentation will account for about 15 percent of the final grade.
The grade on the synopsis will account for about 15 percent of the final grade. The paper will include an
annotated bibliography of items which you will have read in preparation for giving the report and writing the
paper for all questions of documentation and references, follow the guidelines available at: The short paper for
all reports to be held after March 18th will be due on March 6th. The short paper will serve as the basis for
your term paper. The grade on the short paper will account for about 20 percent of the final grade. Term
papers must be turned in to me - together with the copy of the short paper you handed in to me and which I
returned to you with my comments - at the latest on the last day of class. I will not be able to complete your
grade for the course you will receive an Incomplete unless I receive both papers at the end of the semester.
The grade on the term paper will account for about 40 percent of the final grade. The Vision of Piers
Plowman: A New Translation of the B-Text. Oxford University Press, University of Toronto Press, Bond
Men Made Free. Medieval Peasant Movements and the English Rising of Chaucer and Medieval Estates
Satire. Political Thought in Medieval Times. London, ; reprint Toronto, etc.: The Antifraternal Tradition in
Medieval Literature. Piers Plowman and the Medieval Discourse of Desire. Spring Semester, 1. Middle
English 2; Medieval Politics 1: Middle English 3; Medieval Politics 2: Hierocracy to The Great Schism;
Anticlericalism: From The Lanterne of Light Dean, , ; report: Middle English 4; Anticlericalism: Prologue to
the Wycliffite Bible, chapts. Middle English 5; Antifraternalism: The Evils of Money: Sixteen points on which
the bishops accuse Lollards Hudson, ; report: Prologue to the Wycliffite Bible, chapt. Epistola Sathanae ad
Cleros Hudson, ; report: Church and state Hudson, ; report: Final Paper due today with the copy of the short
paper you handed in to me earlier in the semester.
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Textual history[ edit ] Surviving in two complete 14th-century manuscripts and two early printed editions, [1]
the Crede can be dated on internal evidence to the short period between and The two manuscripts both include
Piers Plowman , and in the first, the Crede serves as an introduction to a C-text version of Piers Plowman.
This latter revision is a conservative one, undoubtedly motivated by the security of attacking a defunct
institution following the Dissolution of the Monasteries rather than an aspect of Catholicism which survived in
the Church of England. Nearly all modern critics have agreed that several lines about transubstantiation were
removed. This excision was covered with a perhaps interpolated passage not found in any of the manuscripts.
The poem exists in several modern editions: In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, the Crede was usually
attributed to Chaucer. Some thinke hee means the questions of Jack-vpland , or perhaps Pierce Ploughmans
Creede. For Chaucer speakes this in the person of the Pellican, not in his owne person. Significant contents[
edit ] Like much political or religious poetry of the Alliterative Revival i. It is narrated by a layman who has
memorised nearly all of the rudimentary texts demanded by the Fourth Lateran Council. He can read, and is
able to recite the Ave Maria and Pater Noster proficiently: He seeks help from the friars, first turning to the
Franciscans , then the Dominicans , followed by the Austin friars and the Carmelites. But rather than learning
anything of value, all he hears are imprecations. Each order savagely attacks one of its rival groups of
mendicants: But all is not entirely lost. As he returns home, the narrator encounters a poor Plowman, dressed
in rags and so emaciated that men myyte reken ich a ryb Although starving, the Plowman freely offers the
narrator what food he does have. When the narrator tells him of his experiences with the friars, the Plowman
launches into a blistering diatribe on the four orders. He is glad to do so: Two features make the Crede
particularly worthy of note. The selfless Plowman is of course directly drawn from the earlier work. Of course,
the Crede-poet only uses Piers Plowman as a launch-pad for his own views. The Crede is markedly more
confident than Langland in its opposition to the clergy. With clear Lollard sympathies, the Crede praises John
Wycliffe and as well as Walter Brut who is mentioned in relation to his heresy trial. There were several trials
for Brut, a Welsh Lollard, from â€” As in all Wycliffite satire, the friars are lecherous, covetous, greedy,
vengeful, demanding extravagant donations for even the most elementary services. They seek out only the
fattest corpses to bury, and live in ostentatious houses that are more like palaces than places of worship. They
are the children of Lucifer rather than Saint Dominic or St Francis , and follow in the footsteps of Cain , the
first treacherous frater. The opposition between the friars and Piers is finely crafted. While the friars squabble
and bicker with one another, the true i.
7: English Sin and Social Revolt in Middle English Literature
From The Community. Amazon Try Prime. Books.

8: Project MUSE - The Antifraternal Tradition in Medieval Literature
THE ANTIFRATERNAL TRADITION IN MIDDLE ENGLISH LITERATURE* BY PENN R. SZITTYA IN the last fifty years,
among Middle English scholars as well as historians, there has been a rekindling of interest in the thirteenth-century
controver-.
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