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The description of the letters has been divided into three parts: James Neal described life in early Tuscaloosa,
Ala. In a letter dated 29 December , written after he had moved to Fayette County, Tenn. After a two-year stay
in Tuscumbia, Ala. In letters to his brother Aaron, John detailed the crude housing and living conditions he
had to endure and described the planting and cultivation of his first season of crops. An item of note is a letter
dated 3 September , from Sim Neal, who came to Tennessee as a slave of James, to his mother, brother, and
sisters at the Aaron Neal plantation near Louisburg, N. Sim mentioned purchasing a tract of land, an act that
seems inconsistent with his legal status as a slave. In a letter dated 15 April , James told of his experiences
while on a trip to New Orleans during the preceding several months; he mentioned observing blacks "much
better treated James also discussed in his letter courtship among his slaves, unofficial slave marriages and a
divorce, and the market prices of cotton and other crops. In a letter dated 25 September , he told of an uprising
of slaves in Mississippi that ended with the hanging of five white men and three blacks in the town of
Lexington. In other letters, Burrell wrote of flush times in Mississippi where land, slaves, and cotton crops
brought premium prices. He also mentioned the effect of the environment in Mississippi on the health of
whites and blacks; slave trading; and Texas and Santa Anna. She was happy in Mississippi, but, nonetheless,
was homesick for her former master and her relatives. Richard Fox mentioned in his letters how Mississippi
society differed from society in North Carolina and commented on dancing and popular entertainment. Like
his brother Burrell, Richard was elated over the prospects of making large profits in the Mississippi cotton
market. Until his death in , Moses Neal corresponded with his brother Aaron. Moses wrote from Williamsboro
Granville County , N. In , Aaron Neal wrote his son Nathan several letters giving him fatherly advice on how
to be successful in his studies at the University of North Carolina and relating news from home. In letters
dated 13 and 21 August and 26 October , Aaron discussed the case of a theft supposedly committed by free
blacks. Nathan wrote two letters to his father in which he discussed his lessons, course work, and professors;
complained that his bed was full of "chincks" and his food "filthy"; and told of the murder of one slave by
another in Chapel Hill. Most of the letters were written by soldiers mostly friends and relatives of the Neals at
the front who detailed camp life and combat experiences. Nathan frequently exhorted his siblings and their
children to move to Texas where economic opportunities abounded. He wrote of Texas weather, crops,
livestock, land prices, births and deaths, diseases, weddings, and other matters. On 28 January , Nathan
detailed his being assaulted and stabbed in the neck by an angry tenant. They lived in Franklin or nearby
counties. Their letters reflected the daily routine of farm life. Common topics included crops especially cotton
, cooking, quilting, marriage, death, religion, mule and horse trading, rural crime, and other matters. Among
letters of note is one dated 27 September , in which a suicide and a black religious revival in the neighborhood
were mentioned. On 17 April , Tempie offered to a friend some home remedies for the croup and for chills. In
, people were said to have died of "yellow chills" and typhoid fever. A letter sent on 31 October , briefly
mentioned a relative seeking "radical office" who believed that the stock laws were "for nothing, but to
oppress the poor whites peoples and negroes. A letter dated 4 December mentioned the yield of a black
sharecropper to a landowner and the leasing of farmland.
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Thomas and Mary Ferguson. Children of the couple mentioned in the correspondence are Flora b. On 10
March George Thomas was mustered in to Federal service, as quartermaster of the newly organized 53rd
Indiana Infantry. Thomas served the regiment as quartermaster until his resignation from the army, effective
15 May The Thomas correspondence comprises fifty letters and one note; all but two of these date from the
months between January and November Thirty-five of these items were written by George Thomas from the
field, to his wife Minerva in Rockport. Eleven more were written by Minerva to her husband. The group
includes four additional wartime letters addressed to the Thomases, including one written to Minerva by her
nephew, Ezra B. Sherwin, then serving in the 14th Wisconsin Infantry. Through most of the 53rd Indiana saw
service in western Tennessee and northern Mississippi; it was involved in several key actions in that theater,
including the sieges of Corinth and Vicksburg. Throughout the letters Thomas also reveals a keen interest in
the surrounding land, and its potential for agriculture. Organization of the 53rd Indiana was completed on 26
February The goal was the nearby railway center of Corinth, Mississippi which would be evacuated by its
Southern defenders on 25 May. In fact, each side had around 40, men on the first day of the battle, while
Union reinforcements gave Grant a decided numerical advantage on the second day. Though aligned with the
Union, the Ohio River border area of Kentucky and Indiana had mixed political sympathies, and was the scene
of much Confederate guerilla activity. In her letter of 20 September , Minerva Thomas writes of an attack on
the town of Owensboro, Kentucky, located only a few miles down the Ohio from Rockport. In most of its
essentials her account is accurate. A Confederate force of around men did take Owensboro, killing the
Kentuckian commanding the garrison. Crooks then pursued the retreating Confederates and defeated them at
Panther Creek, eight miles from Owensboro. Several weeks later, on the occasion of another threat against
Owensboro, the Indiana state militia declined to cross the river. Thomas wrote a number of letters from
Vicksburg. In the first, dated 18 May , the regiment has just arrived below Vicksburg, having been forced to
disembark above the town, march, and re-embark to avoid the batteries that still controlled the river. These
attacks failed, necessitating a siege. On 21 May the 53rd Indiana moved up to the Confederate defensive
perimeter, and began to entrench. Vicksburg surrendered to Grant on 4 July ; in a letter of that date Thomas
offers the hope that the event will mark "the begining of the rapid decline of the power of the Rebellion. At
this point in the war, prisoners were generally being exchanged rather than permanently imprisoned in camps.
The "very cheering news from the East" refers of course to the Federal victory at Gettysburg on July. The
previous March he had written of seeking to resign from the army because of ill health: Eight additional
wartime letters written by and to George Thomas are in the possession of Mr. Seven of these were written by
George Thomas to his wife Minerva; these are dated 18 April ; 1 May ; 16 August ; 26 September ; 28
September ; 10 July ; and 28 July There is also a letter written to George by John F. Thomas 12 February
Photocopies of these letters were generously provided by Mr. Collins, and are on file in the Department of
Special Collections. For a roster of the officers of the 53rd Indiana, see Report of the Adjutant General of the
State of Indiana, Indianapolis, , v. The regimental history is Garland A. Haas, To the Mountain of Fire and
Beyond:
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Correspondence and Related Items, Most items are dated between and In the latter letter, Gale mentioned his
possible marriage in the near future, and also mentioned a general election to decide whether to divide the
Mississippi Territory in two. In another letter, 25 October , Gale mentioned a deadly outbreak of yellow fever
in Natchez, Miss. In a letter, 17 June , at Philadelphia, Pa. Thomas Gale at Lacache? Black, that the crops in
Tennessee were in a poor condition, and that good reports were coming from plantations on the Yazoo River,
Miss. John Hutchins at Woodbourne, Miss. He asked where to acquire enough good quality timber for
fencing. Gale family letters for the years and include personal correspondence between William Dudley Gale
near Satartia and Newark, Yazoo River, Miss. In a letter dated 6 May , William D. Gale reported to his mother
the outbreak of diseases in the area of Vicksburg: On 7 August ? Gale at Cambridge, Mass. Gale at Yazoo,
Miss. Polk family correspondence and related materials in the s and s include the last will and testament of
Leonidas Polk, dated 14 November ; a letter from Leonidas Polk at New Orleans, La. In a letter of April 15, ,
Frances, at Sewanee, Tenn. She wrote from New Orleans, La. She also wrote from Asheville, N. Letters from
Leonidas to his wife in this collection for the years to were from the following locations and dates: These
mention both family and military matters. Other Polk letters and related materials for the Civil War period are:
There are also orders and communications concerning the death of Leonidas Polk, 14 June , from Confederate
generals Joseph E. Hardee, and John Bell Hood. A letter from Frances Devereux Polk at Asheville, 14 May ,
describes conditions in the final days of the war. There is a sketch map of the Nashville battleground, dated 14
January , and also typed transcriptions of letters dated 14 and 29 January Johnston, and Leonidas Polk, as well
as about Jefferson Davis. Wigfall, and Alexander Stephens. In addition to Gale and Polk family
correspondence, there is a mock official battle report, fictitiously attributed to Nathaniel P. Banks, entitled "La
bataille des mouchoirs" The battle of the handkerchiefs , dated 20 February There is also a letter from a Union
soldier dated 5 October ; its connection to members of the Gale and Polk families is unclear. There are several
personal letters from Frances Devereux Polk to her children, all probably written between and , in which she
discussed mostly family matters. Gale at Nashville, Tenn. There is a letter from Aaron Gale, apparently a
freedman and former body servant, at Satartia, Miss. In a letter of 17 January from Susan S. Polk Rayner,
there is information about the Hawkins and Polk families. Undated materials consist of two Gale family letters
and two maps of Gale property on the Yazoo River, one marking the location of Satartia.
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Memories of a Lost Generation: German War Letters, - The book tells the story of a generation of German
men, women and children who were forced by an evil government to go to war and once in that war, they had
to fight to the end to try to save their families from the vengeance of both Adolf Hitler and Joseph Stalin. The
soldiers speak for themselves This book is based on actual WW2 letters from German soldiers which paint a
deep and vivid portrait of the life of Germans during the war. Excerpt from the Dedication Please note that this
book is written from the German point of view. This approach is dictated by the nature of the material I am
dealing with: It is not intended in any way to defend or justify National Socialism. It is designed to give voice
to those who can no longer speak for themselves. The history of the war in Europe is extremely complex. Axis
and Allied propagandists created simplified black-and-white versions of history to suit their own agendas, but,
in reality, history is multifaceted. This book tells the story of a generation of German men, women, and
children, many of whom were conscripted and forced to go to war and who, once in that war, had to fight to
the end to try to save their families from the wrath of both Joseph Stalin and Adolf Hitler. When the war was
over, the lucky few managed to come home; the others spent years, and, in some cases, decades in Soviet
forced labor camps. Most of these men and boys died without ever seeing Germany again. The wartime stories
of several German veterans who are all U. One individual, however, was not only inspirational but also
necessary for the success of the project, for he translated many of the letters in this volume. His name is
Wilhelm Gehlen see his photo to the left. Wilhelm was born in in Viersen, Germany. He was 12 years old
when the war ended. At the time, he and his boyhood friends were "serving" in the Luftwaffe, manning a 20
mm quad anti-aircraft gun in his hometown. Despite what one might think, these boys were not just playing
army; U. In the month and a half that Wilhelm served in the German military, the boys managed to shoot
down six U. Fortunately, Viersen was captured by the Americans. The story would have had a very different
ending if the city had fallen to the Red Army. Wilhelm was released after a very brief captivity that amounted
to a photo opportunity for U. This book is dedicated to Wilhelm and the rest of his forgotten comrades who
manned the guns at Viersen. Maps and Photos Photograph It depicts Heinrich on a mail and supply run in the
southern Ukraine. Photograph 11 was sent home from the Ukraine by Heinrich in the early spring of He is
second from the left standing below the X and immediately behind his mm field howitzer. Downtime for the
Regiment outside of their forest bunkers. Mail call for the th Panzer Grenadiers. Documents and Letters A
sample letter Image 5. The letter was sent on the last day of May , right before the final collapse of French
resistance. The notice was sent to Mr. Theofil informing him that he was currently in violation of regulations
concerning radio receiver ownership. Click the image for a larger picture. This is a Gestapo arrest warrant
dated March 3, The document bears the rubberstamp of the "Secret State Police" Gestapo. Why use Letters to
Tell the Story of the War? Certainly much has been published on the subject of the Third Reich, almost always
based on the analysis of official histories, documents, interviews and recently, secret recordings of German
prisoners of war made during the conflict. In addition, secretly taped conversations are suspect as well,
especially those that were facilitated with the use of an Allied agent to direct the conversation. This is the case
because soldiers in that situation would frequently brag and exaggerate about both good things and bad.
Whereas all of this information is certainly valuable and to a greater or lesser degree accurate, I believe that
letters, personal letters, although not perfect, are a more accurate source of information about the war. They
capture a moment in time. They are far more likely to present an accurate account of what life during the
Second World War was like for the typical German family, what they thought at the time and how they coped.
For many years, because of the nature of the war and its aftermath, the topic has been taboo and to a degree
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still is. It is, however, impossible to understand the war and its importance if you continue to dismiss the
perspective of half of the participants. Unfortunately, there are now only an estimated , to , surviving letters
out of the approximately 30 to 40 billion that were mailed during the War. One of the most important aspects
of this book is the fact that all of the letters and most of the documents are previously unpublished primary
sources. The total number of letters included in this study collection stands at which will permanently preserve
a little under. Facsimile images of all original letters and documents presented in the text are available to the
reader. The large number of pages just over in the corpus mitigates against the use of a traditional appendix.
Scanned color copies of all original letters and other documents referenced in the text can be found on the
following permanent website: All correspondence and documents are numbered consecutively to match their
appearance in the text. To maintain a statistically valid, unbiased sample, the contents of the letters were
translated after they were selected for use in the study. The selection of the letters for inclusion was based
solely on the unit identification of the individuals who wrote the letters, all of which were written between and
It is imperative that all primary sources be randomly selected. Otherwise, the result of the research will be
predetermined by the selected letters and subject to manipulation. In an ideal world, it would also be helpful to
have the same number of letters from each individual represented in the corpus. This approach is problematic;
because of the relatively small number of surviving German World War II letters it could only be achieved by
randomly selecting far fewer letters and in so doing eliminate relevant and important references to wartime
events. The letters come from just about every branch of the German military, the Nazi political establishment,
and the civilian population. Unlike the letters, which were randomly selected, the documents were chosen on
the basis of content. In some cases, they relate directly to situations mentioned in the letters. This book is
intended to be more than just another military history of Germany during the Second World War. Throughout
the book, the wartime stories of the families and individuals involved will be intertwined with the history of
the conflict. The result provides the reader with a unique perspective on the struggle from the point of view of
typical German soldiers and German families during the war, not 75 years after the fact. The letters contain a
considerable amount of commentary on battles fought, which can supplement existing histories, and they also
provide a treasure trove of information about life on the front lines in Russia.
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Daniel Boone escorting settlers through the Cumberland Gap In the colonial era, before , the west was of high
priority for settlers and politicians. The American frontier began when Jamestown , Virginia was settled by the
English in In the earliest days of European settlement of the Atlantic coast, until about , the frontier was
essentially any part of the interior of the continent beyond the fringe of existing settlements along the Atlantic
coast. Only a few thousand French migrated to Canada; these habitants settled in villages along the St.
Lawrence River , building communities that remained stable for long stretches; they did not simply jump west
the way the British did. Although French fur traders ranged widely through the Great Lakes and mid-west
region they seldom settled down. French settlement was limited to a few very small villages such as
Kaskaskia, Illinois [8] as well as a larger settlement around New Orleans. Likewise, the Dutch set up fur
trading posts in the Hudson River valley, followed by large grants of land to rich landowning patroons who
brought in tenant farmers who created compact, permanent villages. They created a dense rural settlement in
upstate New York, but they did not push westward. These areas remained primarily in subsistence agriculture,
and as a result by the s these societies were highly egalitarian, as explained by historian Jackson Turner Main:
The typical frontier society therefore was one in which class distinctions were minimized. The wealthy
speculator, if one was involved, usually remained at home, so that ordinarily no one of wealth was a resident.
The class of landless poor was small. The great majority were landowners, most of whom were also poor
because they were starting with little property and had not yet cleared much land nor had they acquired the
farm tools and animals which would one day make them prosperous. Few artisans settled on the frontier
except for those who practiced a trade to supplement their primary occupation of farming. There might be a
storekeeper, a minister, and perhaps a doctor; and there were a number of landless laborers. All the rest were
farmers. North Carolina was representative. However frontier areas of that had good river connections were
increasingly transformed into plantation agriculture. Rich men came in, bought up the good land, and worked
it with slaves. The area was no longer "frontier". It had a stratified society comprising a powerful upper-class
white landowning gentry, a small middle-class, a fairly large group of landless or tenant white farmers, and a
growing slave population at the bottom of the social pyramid. Unlike the North, where small towns and even
cities were common, the South was overwhelmingly rural. Land ownership brought a degree of independence
as well as a vote for local and provincial offices. The typical New England settlements were quite compact and
smallâ€”under a square mile. Conflict with the Native Americans arose out of political issues, namely who
would rule. In the peace treaty of , France lost practically everything, as the lands west of the Mississippi river,
in addition to Florida and New Orleans, went to Spain. Otherwise lands east of the Mississippi River and what
is now Canada went to Britain. Steady migration to frontier lands[ edit ] Regardless of wars Americans were
moving across the Appalachians into western Pennsylvania, what is now West Virginia, and areas of the Ohio
Country , Kentucky and Tennessee. West of the mountains, settlements were curtailed briefly by a decree by
the Royal Proclamation of However the Treaty of Fort Stanwix re-opened most of the western lands for
frontiersmen to settle. Pioneers housed themselves in a rough lean-to or at most a one-room log cabin. The
main food supply at first came from hunting deer, turkeys, and other abundant game. Clad in typical frontier
garb, leather breeches, moccasins, fur cap, and hunting shirt, and girded by a belt from which hung a hunting
knife and a shot pouchâ€”all homemadeâ€”the pioneer presented a unique appearance. In a short time he
opened in the woods a patch, or clearing, on which he grew corn, wheat, flax, tobacco, and other products,
even fruit. Homespun clothing replaced the animal skins. Land policy[ edit ] The land policy of the new nation
was conservative, paying special attention to the needs of the settled East. By the s, however, the West was
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filling up with squatters who had no legal deed, although they may have paid money to previous settlers. The
Jacksonian Democrats favored the squatters by promising rapid access to cheap land. By contrast, Henry Clay
was alarmed at the "lawless rabble" heading West who were undermining the utopian concept of a
law-abiding, stable middle-class republican community. Rich southerners, meanwhile, looked for
opportunities to buy high-quality land to set up slave plantations. The Free Soil movement of the s called for
low-cost land for free white farmers, a position enacted into law by the new Republican Party in , offering free
acre 65 ha homesteads to all adults, male and female, black and white, native-born or immigrant. Map of the
Wilderness Road by After winning the Revolutionary War , American settlers in large numbers poured into
the west. In , American pioneers to the Northwest Territory established Marietta, Ohio as the first permanent
American settlement in the Northwest Territory. It was later lengthened to reach the Falls of the Ohio at
Louisville. The Wilderness Road was steep and rough, and it could only be traversed on foot or horseback, but
it was the best route for thousands of settlers moving into Kentucky. In alone, Indians killed over travelers on
the Wilderness Road. No Indians lived permanently in Kentucky [24] but they sent raiding parties to stop the
newcomers. Johnson , who later became Vice president The War of marked the final confrontation between
major Indian forces trying to stop the advance, with British aid. The British war goal included the creation of
an independent Indian state under British auspices in the Midwest. The death in battle of the Indian leader
Tecumseh dissolved the coalition of hostile Indian tribes. In general the frontiersmen battled the Indians with
little help from the U. Army or the federal government. They rejected the British plan to set up an Indian state
in U. They explained the American policy toward acquisition of Indian lands: The United States, while
intending never to acquire lands from the Indians otherwise than peaceably, and with their free consent, are
fully determined, in that manner, progressively, and in proportion as their growing population may require, to
reclaim from the state of nature, and to bring into cultivation every portion of the territory contained within
their acknowledged boundaries. In thus providing for the support of millions of civilized beings, they will not
violate any dictate of justice or of humanity; for they will not only give to the few thousand savages scattered
over that territory an ample equivalent for any right they may surrender, but will always leave them the
possession of lands more than they can cultivate, and more than adequate to their subsistence, comfort, and
enjoyment, by cultivation. If this be a spirit of aggrandizement, the undersigned are prepared to admit, in that
sense, its existence; but they must deny that it affords the slightest proof of an intention not to respect the
boundaries between them and European nations, or of a desire to encroach upon the territories of Great
Britain. Then when population reached , the territory applied for statehood. Louis, Missouri was the largest
town on the frontier, the gateway for travel westward, and a principal trading center for Mississippi River
traffic and inland commerce but remained under Spanish control until The Louisiana Purchase of [ edit ]
Thomas Jefferson thought of himself as a man of the frontier and was keenly interested in expanding and
exploring the West. Between and the s, the federal government purchased the actual land from the Indian
tribes then in possession of it. Additional sums were paid to the Indians living east of the Mississippi for their
lands, as well as payments to Indians living in parts of the west outside the Louisiana Purchase. He charged
Lewis and Clark to "explore the Missouri River, and such principal stream of it, as, by its course and
communication with the waters of the Pacific Ocean; whether the Columbia, Oregon, Colorado or any other
river may offer the most direct and practicable communication across the continent for the purposes of
commerce". By , Astor had taken over independent traders to create a profitable monopoly; he left the
business as a multi-millionaire in
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6: A Union Soldier's View of the Battle of Raymond lesson plan | Mississippi History Now
OPEN LETTER TO VIETNAM VETERANS Dear Hero, I was in my twenties during the Vietnam era. I was a single
mother and, I'm sad to say, I was probably one of the most self-centered people on the planet.

Describe the terrain of the area. Determine the outcome of the affair on Raymond Road and assess the
significance of the battle. Teacher can lead a large-group discussion to determine mastery of objective 1 or
allow students in small groups to evaluate their responses. In some way, the teacher should lead students to
make general observations about the story. A list could be compiled. Even in desperate, hard times, some
people can find humor. Reaching a major military objective often requires a circuitous route. In small groups,
have students discuss what they would imagine life would be like for Henry O. Dwight the soldier back home
in Ohio, prior to the war. They should consider his family and friends, education, work, leisure activities, etc.
Students will write an essay suggesting how Lt. They should also speculate on why they think he joined the
army. Ask them to think about their responses as they read through the article once again and to change any
responses they would like. They should find specific examples in the article to support their conclusions about
each statement and add the example s to their activity sheet. Teacher may wish to use small groups for this
exercise and assign specific statements to each one. Ask students to use a Venn diagram or another graphic to
show the differences and similarities of historical wars and modern wars. Students can work with a partner or
in small groups. Have students review their "brainstorm" list and make associations with both historical and
modern wars. Teacher will write responses on transparency, butcher paper, or board, and lead a class
discussion to examine all student replies. Teacher may wish to provide a rubric with specific points for
students to address. Completion of reading assignment and data collection 3. Participation in group activities
and class discussions 4.
7: Neal Family Papers,
The letters come from just about every branch of the German military, the Nazi political establishment, and the civilian
population. Included in the corpus are letters to and from soldiers in the Wehrmacht, the Luftwaffe, the Kriegsmarine, the
Waffen SS, the SD, the RAD, Pioneer Units, a punishment battalion and three letters from concentration.

8: OPEN LETTERS TO VIETNAM VETERANS: Dear Hero / Dear Vietnam Veteran
and political attitudes of early volunteer soldiers on both sides of the war, Union and Confederate military and political
orga- nization and reorganizations, war finance, inflation, and.

9: Gale and Polk Family Papers, (bulk )
The majority of the letters, some 27 of the 40 total, are from John; they are distributed throughout the war years. 4 A
complete listing of the Follett Collection is provided as Appendix A. As mentioned at the outset, this paper covers only
John's twelve letters from his enlistment to just before the fall of Vicksburg, April
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