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How can teachers or library media specialists use their students' obvious interests in particular subjects as a motivating
force for reading? The answer lies in the techniques, activities, and resources in Approaches to Literature through
Subject. An introductory chapter discusses how students become interested in subjects because of characteristics such
as sex, age, culture, intelligence, etc., and the skills educators need to employ these interests to encourage students to
read.

Most scholars, however, credit James Boyd White as the founder of the law and literature movement because
of the dedicated research and distinguished publications he has contributed to this rapidly growing field. This
book, first published in , is a fusion of anthology and critique, superficially resembling a traditional legal
casebook but drawing on a much wider and more diverse range of sources, with headnotes and questions
emphasizing the relationship of legal texts to literary analysis and literary texts to the legal issues that they
explore. The movement began attracting attention in the s and by the s had gained substantial ground in
academia. The proponents of the law-in-literature theory, such as Richard Weisberg and Robert Weisberg ,
believe that literary works, especially narratives centered on a legal conflict, will offer lawyers and judges
insight into the " nature of law " that would otherwise go missing in the traditionally strict study of legal
rhetoric. In its early stages, the law and literature movement focused strictly on the law in literature theory;
however, beginning in the late s the law as literature perspective began to gain popularity. This perspective
seeks to enhance legal studies by examining and interpreting legal texts using the techniques of literary critics.
Scholars such as White and Ronald Dworkin find greater relevance in law as literature because it maintains
that the meaning of legal texts, such as written law , like any other genre of literature, can only be discovered
through interpretation. Although legal scholars have long considered both literary and legal texts in their study
of the legal process , the recent degree to which the two seemingly separate genres interact has sparked great
debates among scholars. Law in literature[ edit ] The law in literature view is specifically concerned with the
way in which legal situations are presented in literature. Generally, they place a high value on the
"independent" view from which literary writers are able to see the law. The fictional situations presented in
literature, these scholars assert, can tell a great deal about political and social situations, and the individual that
often find themselves before the court. For example, Robert Weisberg believes that the law in literature offers
fertile possibilities. He suggests that even though some literature cannot instruct its readers about legal
situations, they can still educate law students about the human condition. Weisberg , professor at Cardozo
School of Law is another leading scholar of law and literature. Following the lead of James Boyd White, he
sees an intrinsic value in the use of literature as a means of discussing legal topics. Unlike White however,
who places value on literature for its ability to stimulate critical thought and theory, Weisberg believes that
literature should be valued for its ability to cause one to relate to others, and for the political and social
contexts that novels, particularly those dealing with the law, grapple with. For Weisberg, this is reason enough
for its justification in the legal arena because such novels cause their students to reach conclusions regarding
human understanding. Weisberg rather wishes to use literature as a way of critiquing social institutions and
legal norms. For him it is the subject matter of novels and not their rhetorical tools that make them important
in instructing law students, as well as furthering understanding of legal matters for the independent law
scholar. One example of his attempting to validate his stance of the effect of novels onto legal minds, is one
where Weisberg cites a real life French lawyer living in France during the beginning of the deportation of
French Jews to concentration camps. The lawyer was attempting to assign the duty of determining Jewry of an
individual with only two Jewish grandparents to the state, then controlled by the Nazis and collaborators. In
describing the words chosen by the lawyer, Weisberg believes that the "masking of a moral crime" is a direct
descendant of Nietzschean ressentiment, which is widely believed to be a philosophical outlook that permeates
through the writings of Albert Camus and Kafka-literary authors whose works law and literature proponents
cite often, including Weisberg. His belief that ressentiment makes its way into the writings of lawyers, such as
this Frenchman, is seen as enough of a reason for him to view legal novels as compelling arguments of the
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human condition and thus their validity towards legal debate. Law as literature[ edit ] Law as literature
scholars see value in the techniques employed by literary scholars. Generally speaking, these scholars may see
legal text as a form of literature thus making literary critique and analysis of it possible. Unlike the law in
literature scholars, these minds only see possibilities in the tools of literary theory, and not really the subject of
the great novel that law students often find themselves reading, although most might agree that literature
serves a purpose that allows for ethical development and growth within the student. Cardozo was a proponent
of law as literature. Convinced that style could not be separated from substance, Cardozo brought the Judicial
process to life in lucid, eloquent prose sprinkled with humor, anecdotes, and practical allusions. Both for its
characters and readers, this novel is in a sense about reading and what reading means Ronald Dworkin also
supports the arguments in favor of the use of literature to improve legal understanding. In his article, Law as
Interpretation, Dworkin stated, "I propose that we can improve our understanding of law by comparing legal
interpretation with interpretation in other fields of knowledge, particularly literature. Law and Literature in
Europe[ edit ] The Law and Literature movement in Europe is wide-ranging and fruitful and a number of
networks in Europe are significant to the movement. Berlin and New York: De Gruyter, and In the Grip of the
Law: Trials, Prisons and the Space Between. Law and Literature in Europe is energetic but at times less
self-promoting than its American counterpart. Current Legal Issues Volume 2: Law and edited by Michael
Freeman and Andrew Lewis are testament to the number of approaches opened up by this interdisciplinary
approach. In the United Kingdom, scholars of note include Maria Aristodemou, with her Law and Literature
from her to eternity, which looks at a number of texts from ancient Greek to modern day novels from a
feminist and postmodern perspective. Professor Ian Ward, Law and Literature: One Hundred Years of Law,
Literature and Philosophy explores in particular feminist and existential questions as well as genre movements
relating to caselaw combined with works by, for example, Thomas Hardy , J. Ballard , John Fowles , J.
Coetzee , Virginia Woolf and Iris Murdoch , whilst her Secrets and Laws provides a range of essays on legal
and political issues of note, from ethics, terrorism and identity to notions of obscenity, rape, sex and violence,
through the prism of poetry, W. Thomas as well as 19th and 20th century works of fiction. These instances of
European outputs in the Law and Literature movement are in no way representative of the large literature to be
found in articles written by the above named scholars as well as others in the field. The specific problem is:
Please help improve this article if you can. While his work in legal rhetoric draws on literary theory, he
contends that law is best analogized to the performing arts such as music and drama , rather than to literature.
In his views on politics and its effect on legal standards, Balkin adheres to what is known as " partisan
entrenchment ". This in turn affects Supreme Court justices and, ultimately, constitutional doctrine. His work
focuses upon the construction in narrative of the person, either in law with examples from the domain of
Convention refugees and undocumented immigrants or in literary texts, from a perspective that references the
work of Mikhail Mikhailovich Bakhtin , Pierre Bourdieu , Marc Angenot , Michael Holquist and others. A
longtime contributor to the field, and a frequent reviewer of texts relating to it, Barsky works to bring a
humanistic approach that favors dialogism, storytelling and empathy to the many realms captured by the idea
of border-crossing. His works include a trilogy of law-literature informed books Undocumented Immigrants in
an Era of Arbitrary Law, Routledge Law ; Arguing and Justifying, Ashgate ; Constructing a Productive Other,
John Benjamins , and to the on-line open access border-crossing journal called AmeriQuests: Narrative, Law
and Literature www. Because much of the legal corpus to which he refers emanates from the realm of
migration studies, he has also contributed widely to translation and interpretations studies, with reference to
both legal and literary texts. She started her career at the University of Bologna. Her fields of research are:
Renaissance theatre, Postmodern fiction, literature and visual arts, the influence of Plato on twentieth-century
English literature, law and literature. She started working on law and literature in the s and introduced the
topic in Italy. Among her latest publications: Fables of the Law. Fairy Tales in a Legal Context. In , he was a
visiting professor in the Faculty of Law at Makerere University , Uganda; and in a visiting professor at the
University of Pretoria. His present project concerns political justice. These ideas could not have been thought
without the encouragement of the " critical legal theory " scene. But it would be wrong to see this as a
"movement". It is an impossible community of those who disagree as much as they agree. Leaning to broadly
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continental traditions of thought, to psychoanalysis , post-Marxism and feminism , there is a strong sense of
sustained and creative dialogue in "critical" circles. In The Concept of Injustice [1] he presents a literary
approach to reasoning about justice. Hutchinson is a legal theorist and has devoted a lot of time to examining
the failure of law. He also believes there is no central or primary foundational interpretive method for
interpreting the law. The main point of his work is the judging of "an engaged game of rhetorical justification"
which the judge must interpret, such as a statute , a line of precedents , or the Fourteenth Amendment to the
United States Constitution. He has a nonfoundationalist perspective which searches for the truth that forms
reality. Hutchinson says that method and medium must change, so self-creation becomes the engine and
energy of social change. You can grasp life by living and this task cannot be completed by outside language or
through language. Hutchinson argues that politically charged and unstable context shapes our understanding of
legal rules. A nonfoundationalist account of law is compatible with a diverse range of political results. He is
also on the editorial board for Studies in Law and Literature. Ward believes that students in both fields, law
and literature, can benefit from studying rhetoric alongside law. His research lies in legal theory and public
law among others. Ward has published numerous works dealing with law and literature and legal theory. In his
publication Law and Literature: Possibilities and Perspectives, Ward discusses the future goals of the law and
literature movement while exploring elements of law in famous pieces of literature. In chapter 1 of this
publication, Ward describes law in literature as the process of examining "the possible relevance of literary
text, particularly those which present themselves as telling a legal story , as texts appropriate for study by legal
scholars. He states discussing the debate about the importance of the Law and Literature Movement shows "its
enduring strength. For example, when discussing Kafka, West asserts that: Obedience to legal rules to which
we would have consented relieves us of the task of evaluating the morality and prudence of our actions.
Because of this duality, West asserts, law and literature become more related and thus more valid in discussion
when debating the implications of one or the other. These views have caused her to be seen as in the same
camp as James Boyd White, although some argue that she goes even further, by becoming more of a political
writer than a legal and literary critic. She expands by stating, "By focusing on the distinctively imperative core
of adjudication , instead of its interpretive gloss, we free up meaningful criticism of law. West may be seen not
only as a scholar of law and literature, but also as a member of the critical legal studies movement CLS. It is
also in part what its title declares: What neither title nor sub-title declares is that this is first and foremost a
work of feminist theory. Williams wears her learning lightly, and the wealth of inter-woven illustrative
examples, contextual details and outlines of theoretical debates really achieves its object of making feminist
issues central, inevitable even. He has an extensive list of publications on law and literature and his main
thesis is about how literary training should be required of all jurists. As the author of Law and Literature: A
misunderstood Relationship now in its third edition, titled simply Law and Literature , Posner is highly critical
of the law and literature movement and the book helps to voice his more hard-lined interpretation of the law.
A powerful critic of the writings of White, Weisberg, and West, Posner sees literature as having no weight in
the legal realm although he does hold the authors in high esteem. He writes, "Although the writers we value
have often put law into their writings, it does not follow that those writings are about law in any interesting
way that a lawyer might be able to elucidate. To expand further, Posner believes literary works have no place
in judicial debate because one can never truly contemplate the original meaning of the author, and that novels
should only be considered in their contexts.
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Approaches To Literature Through Subject Jstor: viewing subject: language & literature, jstor is a digital library of
academic journals, books, and primary sources.

Bibliography Definition A literature review surveys books, scholarly articles, and any other sources relevant to
a particular issue, area of research, or theory, and by so doing, provides a description, summary, and critical
evaluation of these works in relation to the research problem being investigated. Literature reviews are
designed to provide an overview of sources you have explored while researching a particular topic and to
demonstrate to your readers how your research fits within a larger field of study. Conducting Research
Literature Reviews: From the Internet to Paper. Importance of a Good Literature Review A literature review
may consist of simply a summary of key sources, but in the social sciences, a literature review usually has an
organizational pattern and combines both summary and synthesis, often within specific conceptual categories.
A summary is a recap of the important information of the source, but a synthesis is a re-organization, or a
reshuffling, of that information in a way that informs how you are planning to investigate a research problem.
The analytical features of a literature review might: Give a new interpretation of old material or combine new
with old interpretations, Trace the intellectual progression of the field, including major debates, Depending on
the situation, evaluate the sources and advise the reader on the most pertinent or relevant research, or Usually
in the conclusion of a literature review, identify where gaps exist in how a problem has been researched to
date. The purpose of a literature review is to: Place each work in the context of its contribution to
understanding the research problem being studied. Describe the relationship of each work to the others under
consideration. Identify new ways to interpret prior research. Reveal any gaps that exist in the literature.
Resolve conflicts amongst seemingly contradictory previous studies. Identify areas of prior scholarship to
prevent duplication of effort. Point the way in fulfilling a need for additional research. Locate your own
research within the context of existing literature [very important]. Sage, ; Hart, Chris. Doing a Literature
Review: Releasing the Social Science Research Imagination. Sage Publications, ; Jesson, Jill. Doing Your
Literature Review: Traditional and Systematic Techniques. Political Science and Politics 39 January A
Step-by-Step Guide for Students. Types of Literature Reviews It is important to think of knowledge in a given
field as consisting of three layers. First, there are the primary studies that researchers conduct and publish.
Second are the reviews of those studies that summarize and offer new interpretations built from and often
extending beyond the primary studies. Third, there are the perceptions, conclusions, opinion, and
interpretations that are shared informally that become part of the lore of field. In composing a literature
review, it is important to note that it is often this third layer of knowledge that is cited as "true" even though it
often has only a loose relationship to the primary studies and secondary literature reviews. Given this, while
literature reviews are designed to provide an overview and synthesis of pertinent sources you have explored,
there are a number of approaches you could adopt depending upon the type of analysis underpinning your
study. Types of Literature Reviews Argumentative Review This form examines literature selectively in order
to support or refute an argument, deeply imbedded assumption, or philosophical problem already established
in the literature. The purpose is to develop a body of literature that establishes a contrarian viewpoint. Given
the value-laden nature of some social science research [e. However, note that they can also introduce problems
of bias when they are used to make summary claims of the sort found in systematic reviews [see below].
Integrative Review Considered a form of research that reviews, critiques, and synthesizes representative
literature on a topic in an integrated way such that new frameworks and perspectives on the topic are
generated. The body of literature includes all studies that address related or identical hypotheses or research
problems. A well-done integrative review meets the same standards as primary research in regard to clarity,
rigor, and replication. This is the most common form of review in the social sciences. Historical Review Few
things rest in isolation from historical precedent. Historical literature reviews focus on examining research
throughout a period of time, often starting with the first time an issue, concept, theory, phenomena emerged in
the literature, then tracing its evolution within the scholarship of a discipline. The purpose is to place research
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in a historical context to show familiarity with state-of-the-art developments and to identify the likely
directions for future research. Methodological Review A review does not always focus on what someone said
[findings], but how they came about saying what they say [method of analysis]. Reviewing methods of
analysis provides a framework of understanding at different levels [i. This approach helps highlight ethical
issues which you should be aware of and consider as you go through your own study. Systematic Review This
form consists of an overview of existing evidence pertinent to a clearly formulated research question, which
uses pre-specified and standardized methods to identify and critically appraise relevant research, and to
collect, report, and analyze data from the studies that are included in the review. The goal is to deliberately
document, critically evaluate, and summarize scientifically all of the research about a clearly defined research
problem. Typically it focuses on a very specific empirical question, often posed in a cause-and-effect form,
such as "To what extent does A contribute to B? Theoretical Review The purpose of this form is to examine
the corpus of theory that has accumulated in regard to an issue, concept, theory, phenomena. The theoretical
literature review helps to establish what theories already exist, the relationships between them, to what degree
the existing theories have been investigated, and to develop new hypotheses to be tested. Often this form is
used to help establish a lack of appropriate theories or reveal that current theories are inadequate for
explaining new or emerging research problems. The unit of analysis can focus on a theoretical concept or a
whole theory or framework. Sage Publications, ; Kennedy, Mary M. Systematic Reviews in the Social
Sciences: Blackwell Publishers, ; Torracro, Richard. Terms, Functions, and Distinctions. Systematic
Approaches to a Successful Literature Review. Structure and Writing Style I. Thinking About Your Literature
Review The structure of a literature review should include the following: An overview of the subject, issue, or
theory under consideration, along with the objectives of the literature review, Division of works under review
into themes or categories [e. The critical evaluation of each work should consider: Methodology -- were the
techniques used to identify, gather, and analyze the data appropriate to addressing the research problem? Was
the sample size appropriate? Were the results effectively interpreted and reported? Does the work ultimately
contribute in any significant way to an understanding of the subject? Development of the Literature Review
Four Stages 1. Problem formulation -- which topic or field is being examined and what are its component
issues? Literature search -- finding materials relevant to the subject being explored. Data evaluation -determining which literature makes a significant contribution to the understanding of the topic. Analysis and
interpretation -- discussing the findings and conclusions of pertinent literature. Consider the following issues
before writing the literature review: Clarify If your assignment is not very specific about what form your
literature review should take, seek clarification from your professor by asking these questions: Roughly how
many sources should I include? What types of sources should I review books, journal articles, websites;
scholarly versus popular sources? Should I summarize, synthesize, or critique sources by discussing a
common theme or issue? Should I evaluate the sources? Find Models Use the exercise of reviewing the
literature to examine how authors in your discipline or area of interest have composed their literature review
sections. Read them to get a sense of the types of themes you might want to look for in your own research or
to identify ways to organize your final review. Narrow the Topic The narrower your topic, the easier it will be
to limit the number of sources you need to read in order to obtain a good survey of relevant resources. A good
strategy is to begin by searching the HOMER catalog for books about the topic and review the table of
contents for chapters that focuses on specific issues. You can also review the indexes of books to find
references to specific issues that can serve as the focus of your research. For example, a book surveying the
history of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict may include a chapter on the role Egypt has played in mediating the
conflict, or look in the index for the pages where Egypt is mentioned in the text. Consider Whether Your
Sources are Current Some disciplines require that you use information that is as current as possible. This is
particularly true in disciplines in medicine and the sciences where research conducted becomes obsolete very
quickly as new discoveries are made. However, when writing a review in the social sciences, a survey of the
history of the literature may be required. In other words, a complete understanding the research problem
requires you to deliberately examine how knowledge and perspectives have changed over time. Sort through
other current bibliographies or literature reviews in the field to get a sense of what your discipline expects.
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You can also use this method to explore what is considered by scholars to be a "hot topic" and what is not.
Ways to Organize Your Literature Review Chronology of Events If your review follows the chronological
method, you could write about the materials according to when they were published. This approach should
only be followed if a clear path of research building on previous research can be identified and that these
trends follow a clear chronological order of development. For example, a literature review that focuses on
continuing research about the emergence of German economic power after the fall of the Soviet Union. By
Publication Order your sources by publication chronology, then, only if the order demonstrates a more
important trend. However, progression of time may still be an important factor in a thematic review. The only
difference here between a "chronological" and a "thematic" approach is what is emphasized the most: Note
however that more authentic thematic reviews tend to break away from chronological order. A review
organized in this manner would shift between time periods within each section according to the point made.
Methodological A methodological approach focuses on the methods utilized by the researcher. For the Internet
in American presidential politics project, one methodological approach would be to look at cultural differences
between the portrayal of American presidents on American, British, and French websites. Or the review might
focus on the fundraising impact of the Internet on a particular political party.
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Note: Citations are based on reference standards. However, formatting rules can vary widely between applications and
fields of interest or study. The specific requirements or preferences of your reviewing publisher, classroom teacher,
institution or organization should be applied.

Drake and Rebecca C. Burns Table of Contents Chapter 1. What Is Integrated Curriculum? Innovative
educators concerned with improving student achievement are seeking ways to create rigorous, relevant, and
engaging curriculum. They are asking questions such as these: Can making wind and rain machines improve
the reading comprehension and writing scores of elementary students on the Florida Comprehensive
Assessment Test? Do students really learn math by learning to clog dance? When students spend after-school
time participating in a microsociety that reflects the roles of real life, will their test scores in math and reading
improve? In Florida, Okhee Lee, an education professor at the University of Miami, engages elementary
students in making little wind and rain machines. Their success in language is particularly impressive because
many of the students come from different ethnic backgrounds, and many of them speak English as their
second language. Lee claims that when she teaches science concepts she also teaches students to think and
write in the structured, coherent ways required on standardized tests Barry, In public schools in Asheville and
Buncombe, North Carolina, students learn math skills through clog dancing and explore the solar system
through modern dance. In these schools, teachers deliver the core curriculum through the arts. This approach is
based on the research report Champions of Change: The Impact of the Arts on Learning Fiske, This report
offers clear evidence that sustained involvement in particular art formsâ€”music and theaterâ€”is highly
correlated with success in mathematics and reading. Furthermore, at-risk students do particularly well both
academically and personally in these types of programs Blake, Students participate in a microsociety in an
after-school program at Amistad Academy in New Haven, Connecticut. This program prepares middle school
students from a poor minority population for colleges, careers, and citizenship. They attend traditional classes
during the regular school day, and after school for a few hours a week, they belong to a
microscocietyâ€”holding jobs, paying taxes, running businesses, making laws, and punishing lawbreakers.
The purpose of the program is to make school more relevant and fun while building transferable life skills.
The school raised its average test scores two and a half levels in math and one and a half levels in reading. In ,
a study of 15 microsociety schools in six states found that at two-thirds of the schools, students posted gains
on standardized reading and math tests that were as much as 21 percent greater than those of their peers
Wilgoren, In these three examples, student achievement is a primary focus. Teachers maintain accountability
while designing learning experiences that are relevant to student interests. Interestingly, two of the schools
serve populations of diverse students. In each case, teachers have developed intriguing curriculum that pushes
beyond the boundaries of traditional disciplines to produce positive results. Comprehension, for example, is
comprehension, whether taught in a language class or a science class. When students are engaged in learning,
whether they are taking part in the arts or role playing in a microsociety, they do well in seemingly
unconnected academic arenas. These are only a few of the countless examples of students involved in
interdisciplinary studies at all grade levels. The examples highlight the potential of integrated curriculum to
act as a bridge to increased student achievement and engaging, relevant curriculum. Defining Integrated
Curriculum What exactly is integrated curriculum? In its simplest conception, it is about making connections.
What kind of connections? Are the connections skill-based or knowledge-based? Defining integrated
curriculum has been a topic of discussion since the turn of the 20th century. Over the last hundred years,
theorists offered three basic categories for interdisciplinary work; they defined the categories similarly,
although the categories often had different names. Integration seemed to be a matter of degree and method.
Correlation may be as slight as casual attention to related materials in other subject areas. Fusion designates
the combination of two subjects, usually under the same instructor or instructors. At the time, we were
unaware of the long history of educators with similar concerns. In our separate locations, we defined three
approaches to integrationâ€”multidisciplinary, interdisciplinary, and transdisciplinary. Our definitions of these
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categories emerged from our personal experiences in the field. We noticed that people seemed to approach
integrating curriculum from three fundamentally different starting points. In looking back, we see that our
definitions closely aligned with the definitions proposed by other educators over the decades. The three
categories offer a starting point for understanding different approaches to integration. Multidisciplinary
Integration Multidisciplinary approaches focus primarily on the disciplines. Teachers who use this approach
organize standards from the disciplines around a theme. There are many different ways to create
multidisciplinary curriculum, and they tend to differ in the level of intensity of the integration effort. The
following descriptions outline different approaches to the multidisciplinary perspective. The Multidisciplinary
Approach Intradisciplinary Approach. When teachers integrate the subdisciplines within a subject area, they
are using an intradisciplinary approach. Integrating reading, writing, and oral communication in language arts
is a common example. Teachers often integrate history, geography, economics, and government in an
intradisciplinary social studies program. Through this integration, teachers expect students to understand the
connections between the different subdisciplines and their relationship to the real world. The program reports
a positive impact on achievement for students who participate. In this multidisciplinary approach, teachers
fuse skills, knowledge, or even attitudes into the regular school curriculum. In some schools, for example,
students learn respect for the environment in every subject area. Students begin each week promising to be
peaceful, respectful, and responsible. They follow a list of responsibilities and learn about peace in their
classes. In reading, for example, students analyze positive characteristics of people in stories; in social studies,
they learn the importance of cultures working together. Teachers wear peace signs, and students greet each
other with the peace sign. Fusion can involve basic skills. Many schools emphasize positive work habits in
each subject area. Educators can fuse technology across the curriculum with computer skills integrated into
every subject area. Literacy across the curriculum is another example of fusion. To prepare students for the
compulsory 10th grade literacy test, 9th grade teachers at North Park Secondary School in the Peel District
School Board in Ontario developed subject-specific tasks for literacy skills. For example, students practiced
skills related to developing supported opinions on disposal of hazardous waste in science, immigration
policies in geography, correct approaches to problem solving in math, the influence of peer pressure in family
studies, and part-time employment and its impact on teens in business studies. Teaching literacy skills across
the curriculum facilitated a low-risk environment for the eventual testing in the next year Patten, Service
learning that involves community projects that occur during class time falls under the category of
multidisciplinary integration. In one project, they distributed 20 tons of food, clothing, medicine, and
household products to needy new arrivals in the area with the fastest-growing Hispanic population Glenn, At
Topa Topa Elementary School at Ojai, California, 5th and 6th grade students created pamphlets on the pros
and cons of pesticides to explain how crop pickers can protect themselves against the substances. Students
passed out the brochure, written in Spanish and English, to workers and consumers throughout the Ojai
Valley. Through the project, students fulfilled state-required standards for language arts, science, and social
studies Ragland, Glenn found that more than 80 percent of the schools that integrate service learning into the
classroom report an improvement in grade point averages of participating students. For example, when
teachers integrated service learning into the curriculum in a Springfield, Massachusetts, high school, the
dropout rate dropped from 12 percent to 1 percent, the number of students going to college increased by 22
percent, and those achieving a grade point average of 3. A popular way to integrate the curriculum is to
address a topic or theme through the lenses of several different subject areas. In an elementary classroom,
students often experience this approach at learning centers. As students move through the learning centers to
complete the activities, they learn about the concept of patterns through the lenses of various disciplines. In
the higher grades, students usually study a topic or theme in different classrooms. This may take the form of
parallel disciplines; teachers sequence their content to match the content in other classrooms. Students often
experience American literature and American history as parallel disciplines. They study a particular period of
history and read literature from that period. Students usually must make the connections themselves. Some
educators go beyond sequencing content and plan collaboratively for a multidisciplinary unit. A theme-based
unit involving the whole school may be independent of the regular school schedule. Curriculum planning
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required eight half-hour sessions. Teachers grouped students into five multiage classes representing grades 4,
5, 6, and 7. The multiage groups met for one hour daily for nine days. In these groups, students devised a
performance task that they presented on the final day of the unit. The teachers observed numerous benefits,
such as the following: Students exhibited excellent on-task behavior. Multiage teams formed within the
multiage classes. Students were engrossed both as presenters and as the audience for the half-day performance
task presentations. Students used a wide range of presentation products, such as video, debate, sculpture, and
so on. Students demonstrated depth of understanding of topics as a result of their sustained interest around
various questions e. Does the Olympic creed stand the test of time? Fewer recess problems occurred during
this two-week period. Teachers enjoyed the process and the results.
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