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In Asian Islam in the 21st Century, terrorism and its effects are placed within the broader context of Muslim politics and
how Islamic ideals and movements, mainstream and extremist, have shaped Asian Muslim societies. Democratization
experiments -- successful and unsuccessful -- are examined.
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This page intentionally left blank 1 Introduction: Yet, in fact, the vast majority of Muslims are in Asia and
Africa. The Muslims of Asia constitute the largest Muslim communities in the world. In this context, Asia,
especially South and Southeast Asia, enjoys special importance. First, Asia accounts for A rich diversity of
Muslim discourse and politics stretches from the Taliban of Afghanistan to the more modern cosmopolitan
societies of Malaysia and Indonesia. Third, Islam has been used to legitimate self-proclaimed 4 introduction
Islamic governments in Pakistan and Afghanistan and to mobilize armed opposition in Central Asia and the
southern Philippines. At the same time, Asian countries like Malaysia, have achieved considerable economic
development and a measure of political democracy, while emphasizing their Islamic roots and culture. Fourth,
many Asian Muslim countries are multireligious and multiethnic societies with a history and legacy of
religious and political pluralism and tolerance. For several decades, religion has become a more visible and
potent force in Muslim politics. Contemporary Islamic revivalism has manifested itself in both personal and
public life. Iran, Sudan, and Afghanistan established new Islamic republics or governments; governments and
opposition movements appeal to Islam to enhance their legitimacy and mobilize popular support; Islamists or
Islamic activists sometimes popularly referred to as fundamentalists engage in political and social activism.
Some have won elections as mayors and parliamentarians and served in cabinets and as prime ministers.
Others have created strong social movements that are effective institution builders. They have created new
institutions in civil society, offering education, along with legal and social welfare services, and they have
established Islamic banks, insurance companies, publishing houses, newspapers, and websites. A small though
deadly minority of religious extremists use violence and terrorism in attempts to destabilize or overthrow
regimes. The example of the Taliban embodies for many the threat of fundamentalism with regard to global
terrorism and intolerance, especially toward women and minorities. For many years, the faculty of the Prince
Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding has paid special attention to developments in
Asia and how they have affected the character and praxis of Asian Islam. The center has held a series of
conferences in recent years in Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok, Singapore, and Hawaii, at which the effect of the
terrorist attacks of September 11, , were viewed within long-term sociopolitical and cultural developments in
Asia. As a result, in Asian Islam in the 21st Century, terrorism and its effects are placed within the broader
context of the evolution of Islamic political activism and how Islamic ideals and movements, mainstream and
extremist, have shaped the developments of Muslim societies both in Muslim majority countries and in
countries where there are Muslim minorities. Asian Islam in the 21st Century is divided into two sections: In
the postâ€”September 11 environment, the Pakistani military cracked down on the very groups it relied on
earlier for political gain in Afghanistan and Kashmir. As a result, the Islamist groups also realize that their
future is not in jihadi activism but in mainstream politics. In gaining independence, Bangladesh has neither
abandoned Islam nor lost it to secularism. Islam has been part of the process of nation building in Central Asia
and the Caucasus and part of the game of power politics by domestic and international actors. The Muslims of
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Central Asia were transformed from weak minority communities in a very large state under Soviet rule, into
Muslim majority societies, when the Soviet Union collapsed. This created challenges and opportunities as
Islam became a major contending source in the newly created or newly emerging Muslim majority states of
Central Asia. She demonstrates how activists in the country structure their behavior in ways that are possible
in a Muslim majority society. Part II examines the extraordinarily diverse ethnic and religious politics in
Muslim minority communities. Muslim minorities in Asia, as in other parts of the world, struggle with issues
of faith and identity, such as how to maintain communal identity in the face of pressures for cultural and
political assimilation, as well as political development. In some Asian countries, Muslim minority populations
are inextricably linked with issues of minority movements for greater socioeconomic recognition, cultural
rights, and, in some cases, total autonomy. This is the situation in Thailand and in the Philippines and, to some
degree, among the Chinese Uighur Muslim minority. India is the home of the largest Muslim minority
community, and the fourth largest Muslim community, in the world. In contrast, Chinese Muslims have less
corporate identity and leverage than Indian Muslims, with correspondingly stronger pressures for assimilation.
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2: Table of contents for Asian Islam in the 21st century
Although more than half of the world's Muslims live in Asia, most books on contemporary Islam focus on the Middle
East, giving short shift to the dynamic and diverse presence of Asian Islam in regional and global politics. The Muslims
of Asia constitute the largest Muslim communities in the world.
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In Asian Islam in the 21st Century, terrorism and its effects are placed within the broader context of Muslim politics and
how Islamic ideals and movements, mainstream and extremist, have shaped Asian Muslim societies.

4: Asian Islam in the 21st Century - PDF Free Download
Asian Islam in the 21st Century Although more than half of the world's Muslims live in Asia, most books on
contemporary Islam focus on the Middle East, giving short shift to the dynamic and diverse presence of Asian Islam in
regional and global politics.
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5: Asian Islam in the 21st Century : John L. Esposito :
Asian Islam in the 21st century is divided into two sections: religion, politics and society in major Muslim majority
countries and ethnic and religious politics in Muslim minority communities. Muslims in Asia are affacted by what is
happening in the Arab Middle East and the Western part of the Islamic world.

6: Asian Islam in the 21st Century by John L. Esposito
Asian Islam in the 21st century is divided into two sections: religion, politics and society in major Muslim majority
countries and ethnic and religious politics in Muslim minority communities.

7: Download [PDF] Asian Islam In The 21st Century Free Online | New Books in Politics
Asian Islam in the 21st Century - Ebook written by John L. Esposito, John Voll, Osman Bakar. Read this book using
Google Play Books app on your PC, android, iOS devices. Download for offline reading, highlight, bookmark or take
notes while you read Asian Islam in the 21st Century.
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Although more than half of the world's Muslims live in Asia, most books on contemporary Islam focus on the Middle
East, giving short shift to the dynamic and diverse presence of Asian Islam in regional and global politics.

9: Muslim Education in the 21st Century: Asian perspectives, 1st Edition (Hardback) - Routledge
In Asian Islam in the 21st Century, terrorism and its effects are placed within the broader context of Muslim politics and
how Islamic ideals and movements, mainstream and extremist, have shaped Asian Muslim societies. Democratization
experiments successful and unsuccessful are examined.
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