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The government compels taxation through an implicit or explicit threat of force. Taxation is legally different
than extortion or a protection racket because the imposing institution is a government, not private actors. Tax
systems have varied considerably across jurisdictions and time. In most modern systems, taxation occurs on
both physical assets , such as property, and specific events, such as a sales transaction. The formulation of tax
policies is one of the most critical and contentious issues in modern politics. Taxation in the United States The
U. Instead, federal agencies assessed user fees for ports and other government property. In times of need, the
government would decide to sell government assets and bonds , or issue an assessment to the states for
services rendered. In fact, Thomas Jefferson abolished direct taxation in after winning the presidency; only
excise taxes remained, which Congress repealed in Between and , the federal government collected no
internal revenue. It was not until the Sixteenth Amendment was ratified in that the federal government
assessed taxes on income as a regular revenue item. As of , U. In , the U. Supreme Court ruled that failure to
purchase specific goods or services, such as health insurance , was considered a tax and not a fine. Purposes
and Justifications for Taxation The most basic function of taxation is to fund government expenditures.
Varying justifications and explanations for taxes have been offered throughout history. Early taxes were used
to support ruling classes, raise armies and build defenses. Often, the authority to tax stemmed from divine or
supranational right. Later justifications have been offered across utilitarian, economic or moral considerations.
Proponents of progressive levels of taxation on high-income earners argue that taxes encourage a more
equitable society. Higher taxes on specific products and services, such as tobacco or gasoline, have been
justified as a deterrent on consumption. Advocates of public goods theory argue taxes may be necessary in
instances in which the private provision of public goods is considered sub optimal, such as with lighthouses or
national defense. Different Types of Taxation As mentioned above, taxation applies to all different types of
levies. These can include but are not limited to: Governments impose income taxes on financial income
generated by all entities within their jurisdiction, including individuals and businesses. This type of tax is
imposed on the profit of a business. A tax on capital gains is imposed on any capital gains or profits made by
people or businesses from the sale of certain assets including stocks, bonds, or real estate. A property tax is
asses by a local government and paid for by the owner of a property. This tax is calculated based on the
property and land values. A type of tax levied on individuals who inherit the estate of a deceased person. A
consumption tax imposed by a government on the sale of goods and services. This can take the form of a
value-added tax VAT , a goods and services tax GST , a state or provincial sales tax or an excise tax.
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We are committed to restoring honesty, integrity, and accountability to government. Do you laugh when you
hear a politician say that they are a person of honesty and integrity? Do you disbelieve just about every
promise that political candidates make when running for office? Do you think that this is the proper
relationship between the people and their elected officials? The Constitution Party solemnly makes this
promise to you: We will hold all our party officers and leaders strictly accountable for their conduct. They will
be held to the highest ethical standards in dealing with the public, donors, government officials, and
candidates. Corrupt candidates come from corrupt parties. Honest and honorable candidates can only come
from a party that insists that all its leaders have the same characteristics. When interviewing potential
candidates, a history and reputation of their character, integrity, and commitment to honesty will be just as
important as their commitment to Constitution Party principles. We will only be seeking candidates that accept
and recognize that all elected officials are Public Servants. We are seeking Representatives, not Rulers. Most
importantly, Constitution Party candidates will be strongly encouraged to sign a contract with the voters that
lists the campaign promises that they will guarantee to accomplish while in office or face consequences. When
you deal with businesses and people that you do not know, the contract is the instrument that we use to ensure
that both parties will keep their promises. Our politicians have shown that they cannot be trusted with their
promises and we are not going to ask you to trust us. We will EARN IT by signing a contract that specifically
lists the promises that our candidate makes and requires them to keep them. The Constitution of the United
States is a contract between the government and the people. Why should candidates be exempted from a
contract? Are you tired of government spending trillions of dollars on social issues and the problem seems to
be getting worse? Do you feel that most of the money that is taken from you for social spending is just ending
up in the pockets of government bureaucrats and organizations that donate heavily to politicians? The
Constitution Party boldly declares to America that: The Federal Government should only be involved in
government roles as outlined in the Constitution. The best government is local government. We should seek
out those organizations that have the best solutions. The solution is to slowly and responsibly transition
America from ineffective government programs to effective non-government institutions. Our solution will
ensure that recipients of current government programs are still cared for but allows for more effective
solutions to be implemented. The solution is not to simply cut funding and abandon those that need our help.
Instead, we need to responsibly ensure that we fulfill our social responsibilities to take care of those in need.
We also need to work on SOLVING the problems and coming up with innovative programs that will help
restore American families to being productive citizens that are self-sufficient and able to pursue the happiness
that America offers to all. We will do so by restoring True Capitalist vice Crony Capitalist principles to our
economic policies. Does that sound like a country of prosperity and opportunity to you? Did you know that
government involvement in business is listed as one of the largest factors for these failures? Did you know that
Small Businesses make up The Constitution Party believes: That Small Businesses, not large corporations, are
the key to a healthy economy. That True Capitalism is achieved by allowing strong competition among
companies. In order to have the best pricing, the best products, and the best services, you need to ensure that
every company has an even playing field and can fairly compete for our business. That job creation comes
from business creation and growth. Removal of restrictive government regulation, fees, and taxes combined
with responsible trade agreements with foreign governments will ensure massive business and job growth. It is
both dangerous and illogical to think that we can have a sustainable economy without having manufacturing in
our country. We need to start producing the products that we use if we want jobs and economic security. Work
at the federal, state, and most importantly at the local level to remove the strangling grip of government taxes,
fees, unneeded regulations, and intrusion.
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(Adopted October ) Principles. The Queensland Greens believe that: 1. Taxes are the price we pay for a civilized
society. 2. Taxes and charges should be set to provide adequate revenue and, where appropriate, be used to
encourage desirable outcomes such as reduced emissions.
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We call for progressive taxation, shifting tax from individuals to corporations, taxing "bads" not "goods," taxing unearned
income at the same rate as earned income, taxing speculation on Wall Street, and cutting corporate tax giveaways.
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