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1: 4 Sample Thanks Letter for Hospitality on a Visit
Note: Citations are based on reference standards. However, formatting rules can vary widely between applications and
fields of interest or study. The specific requirements or preferences of your reviewing publisher, classroom teacher,
institution or organization should be applied.

Be sure to never forget the comma after the name. Here, let your imagination run free. If you need some ideas
to get started, some sample opening sentences are included below. Your opening should be casual and not as
stiff as it would be if you were writing a professional or formal letter. How is life treating you? How are the
kids? I hope you are doing well. I hope you, Mike, and the kids are having a great time in location. Body The
contents of your letter should be written in a personal and friendly tone. A good way of assessing how you
should write is to think about how you would interact with the person you are writing to in real life. Also, keep
in mind that the people of England and America are fond of exchanging social niceties. For example, they like
asking a few polite questions "How are you? Subjects to Include in the Body State your reason for writing
Expand on what you mentioned in the first paragraph Ask about the person you are writing to Make some
concluding remarks Invite the person to write back Closing The closing is where you summarize your letter
and say goodbye to the reader. The examples below offer some ideas of what to write in the closing section of
your informal letter. Examples of Closing Sentences I am looking forward to seeing you. I am looking forward
to hearing from you soon. I hope to hear from you soon. Give my regards to Signature In terms of signing off,
the choice is yours and you have a lot of freedom here. Below are some commonly used sign-offs that
maintain a friendly, informal tone.
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This was adapted into Latin as Londinium and borrowed into Old English , the ancestor-language of English.
Two of those timbers were radiocarbon dated to between BC and BC. Both structures are on the south bank
where the River Effra flows into the Thames. At its height in the 2nd century, Roman London had a
population of around 60, From the s repeated Viking assaults brought decline. Three are recorded; those in and
succeeded, while the last, in , was rebuffed. It was an area of political and geographical control imposed by the
Viking incursions which was formally agreed by the Danish warlord , Guthrum and the West Saxon king
Alfred the Great in Archaeological research shows that this involved abandonment of Lundenwic and a
revival of life and trade within the old Roman walls. London then grew slowly until about , after which
activity increased dramatically. Westminster Abbey , rebuilt in the Romanesque style by King Edward the
Confessor , was one of the grandest churches in Europe. Winchester had previously been the capital of
Anglo-Saxon England, but from this time on, London became the main forum for foreign traders and the base
for defence in time of war. In the view of Frank Stenton: The hall became the basis of a new Palace of
Westminster. For most purposes this was Westminster, although the royal treasury, having been moved from
Winchester, came to rest in the Tower. In , its population was around 18,; by it had grown to nearly , Violence
against Jews took place in , after it was rumoured that the new King had ordered their massacre after they had
presented themselves at his coronation. There is only one bridge across the Thames, but parts of Southwark on
the south bank of the river have been developed. During the Tudor period the Reformation produced a gradual
shift to Protestantism, and much of London property passed from church to private ownership, which
accelerated trade and business in the city. The commercial route to Italy and the Mediterranean Sea normally
lay through Antwerp and over the Alps ; any ships passing through the Strait of Gibraltar to or from England
were likely to be Italian or Ragusan. Upon the re-opening of the Netherlands to English shipping in January ,
there ensued a strong outburst of commercial activity. London became the principal North Sea port, with
migrants arriving from England and abroad. The population rose from an estimated 50, in to about , in By the
end of the Tudor period in , London was still very compact. After an initial advance by the Royalists in ,
culminating in the battles of Brentford and Turnham Green , London was surrounded by a defensive perimeter
wall known as the Lines of Communication. The lines were built by up to 20, people, and were completed in
under two months. During the Georgian era , new districts such as Mayfair were formed in the west; new
bridges over the Thames encouraged development in South London. In the east, the Port of London expanded
downstream. During the 18th century, London was dogged by crime, and the Bow Street Runners were
established in as a professional police force. Following the invasion of Amsterdam by Napoleonic armies,
many financiers relocated to London, especially a large Jewish community, and the first London international
issue[ clarification needed ] was arranged in Around the same time, the Royal Navy became the world leading
war fleet, acting as a serious deterrent to potential economic adversaries of the United Kingdom. The repeal of
the Corn Laws in was specifically aimed at weakening Dutch economic power. London then overtook
Amsterdam as the leading international financial centre. According to Samuel Johnson: You find no man, at
all intellectual, who is willing to leave London. No, Sir, when a man is tired of London, he is tired of life; for
there is in London all that life can afford. The Metropolitan Board of Works oversaw infrastructure expansion
in the capital and some of the surrounding counties; it was abolished in when the London County Council was
created out of those areas of the counties surrounding the capital. London was bombed by the Germans during
the First World War , [] and during the Second World War, the Blitz and other bombings by the German
Luftwaffe killed over 30, Londoners, destroying large tracts of housing and other buildings across the city. In ,
the Festival of Britain was held on the South Bank.
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Deborah Mitchell poses with her son, Nick, when he was 6 months old. Show up on time. As a parent, you
quickly realize that life is one long series of letting go: There will be the physical distance once you leave, of
course, but the emotional distance will hurt, too. Boys, I know, grow up and are absorbed by the world -- by
careers, friends and wives. Where and how high you fly will be completely up to you. I remember sitting in
the dirt with you at age 3, watching the tractors clear the field behind our house. You were fascinated then -as you still are -- with motors and machines. Have a personal essay to share with the world? Submit it to CNN
iReport. Watching you learn and grow has been one of the greatest experiences of my life. Now you will have
one of the greatest experiences of your life, and I hope that you will remember these unofficial
commandments for the journey ahead of you: My great-grandfather used to tell me, "Worry will kill you.
Nothing grows more malignant with time than bad feelings. Let go of people and experiences that have caused
you pain. Move on and live in peace. As parents, we spend so much time and effort trying to protect our kids
that we take away the chance to learn from mistakes, to grow from failure and to build confidence through
success. Same-sex marriage, abortion, health care and religion: On the other hand, help pass laws that promote
fairness. You are in no way obligated to follow in the footsteps of either parent. The choice will be yours. I
will be proud of you no matter where you land on the spectrum of belief. Whatever you do -- please -remember that every text you send, every e-mail you write, every picture you post, can surface later, at any
time. If you use a credit card, pay it off every month without fail. Stick to your rule of waiting three days to
make a purchase, which has helped you avoid emotional or impulse purchases. This will be important as you
continue through college because these next few years will be some of your leanest, yet this is the time in your
life when you can also build self-control and financial security. Believing in these ideas can cripple your
emotional growth. Life will be far less fair than what you have experienced at home. Sometimes you get more.
You will have both home runs and strikes. Life does not reward natural talent or intelligence or beauty. You
will be rewarded for a positive attitude, for your competence, but most of all, for your grit. I saw a lot of
academic dishonesty when I was an instructor, and I know you saw it as a student. If you take words, answers
or even values from others, then you are nothing more than a receptacle. Be your own work of art. The
underpinnings of treating others well is treating ourselves well, too, for we cannot give love and respect that
we do not have. Be the man who does the right thing, who is fair but also be fair to yourself. Always look
people in the eye. Offer a firm handshake. Your phone is not a person -- pay attention to those around you.
Always -- no matter how far you go in distance or time. Even adults reach out. Over the next four years, time
will seem to go by faster than the previous four. Change comes more quickly and more dramatically. There is
no grand prize at the end of your life, no all-expense paid trip to utopia. This is your final destination. The
prize is here, now, in every breath you take, every new friend, every kiss, every challenge, every exciting
piece of information you discover. What would you write in a letter to your child? What words of wisdom
have your parents passed along to you?
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General Introduction The Letters The letters of Abelard and Heloise are, now, among the best known
documents of early romantic love. From the thirteenth century on, there are references to the couple by
multiple authors. With their inclusion by Jean de Meun in his Roman de la Rose , their immortality as symbols
was ensured. The textual tradition of the letters is problematic, with none of the nine known manuscripts
dating from before [Radice 46]. This has lead to numerous modern theories as to whether they are genuine,
edited, or all written by Abelard. Studies in Medieval Religion and Literature, Philadelphia: Cambridge
Univeristy Press, , There are three sides: B Abelard wrote them all; C The whole shebang is a later literary
creation. See the Discussion on the Mediev-l List December on this subject. The version here was issued in a
limited edition in by C. Scott Moncrief the translator of Proust , based on the edition of the letters printed in
Migne, Patrologia Latina. Some readers, however, might not find this style entirely unpleasant. Bibliography
The Letters of Abelard and Heloise, trans. The University of Glasgow Press, Gilson, Etienne, Heloise and
Abelard, Trans. University of Michigan Press, Kamuf, Peggy, Fictions of Feminine Desire: Disclosures of
Heloise, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, A Biography, 2d ed. Chatto and Windus, W, Abelard and
Heloise, New York: Truc, Gonzague, Abelard avec et sans Helosie, Paris: Waddell, Helen, Peter Abelard, a
novel , London: Heloise and Abelard, London: What you told me then, had the speaker been any but yourself,
must have fallen upon deaf ears; for, to tell the truth, I had never read the Letters, I had no intention of reading
them, and I assumed that their problems were sufficiently well-known already to persons less illiterate than
myself: You then knocked down the whole card castle by reminding you were really informing me that the
whole of the evidence for the story of the lovers was contained in this First Letter, as indeed the whole
compass of your own marvellous romance is contained in the period before Heloise went to Paraclete, that is a
year at least before even the First Letter purports to have been written. But you did not then tell me, of what I
discovered only after Mr. Chapman had coerced me into undertaking this version, of a far greater and more
impudent forgery, the English "translation" still on sale of the Letters published some two hundred years ago.
Whether this work was forged in England, or, as seems to me likely, is translated from a French forgery of the
late seventeenth century, I have no means, here in Pisa, of discovering. It consists of six letters, the first of
them entitled Abelard to Philintus, following more or less the line of the History of the Calamities, though
with such startling interpolations as the following: The shining metal, which had no effect on Agaton, charmed
him: He delivered one of mine to Heloise, who, according to my appointment, met me at the end of the
garden, I having scaled the wall with a ladder of ropes. I confess to you all my failings, Philintus; how would
my enemies, Champeaux and Anselm, have triumphed, had they seen this redoubted philosopher in such a
wretched condition. I shall not transcribe our transports, they were not long, for the first news Heloise
acquainted me with plunged me into a thousand distractions. A floating Delos was to be sought for, where she
might be safely delivered of a burden she began already to feel. Only the irrepressible young prig who insisted
on lecturing impromptu upon the interpretation of Ezekiel, and expected his better instructed seniors then to sit
under him, could have grown into the intolerable old egoist who could write to his wife in the Fifth Letter of
his own emasculation: But as to this, I think, he makes himself clear enough in the First, and again in the Fifth
Letters. He first offered to marry Heloise, in order to pacify her uncle. He married her, against her will and
advice, but, as he thought always of his own interests only, made her keep their marriage secret, so that his
career as a teacher and potential churchman might not be jeopardised. The uncle, unfortunately, makes the fact
of the marriage known; Heloise denies it; the uncle maltreats her; Abelard removes her from his custody and
sends her back, as a pensionnaire, to Argenteuil. He has no thought, however, of breaking off his relations
with her, and in the Fifth Letter reminds her how those relations were resumed uncomfortably enough, one
would think, not to say sacrilegiously in the refectory at Argenteuil. The uncle, however, whose sole and very
natural motive is hatred of Abelard, concludes that he is "putting away" his wife with the intention of himself
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also seeking orders, and takes the one step, short of murder, which must make it impossible for Abelard ever
to be admitted to the priesthood. First of all, his whole affection, which seems never to have deserved a politer
name than lust, for Heloise abruptly ceases. As her husband, he compels her to take the veil at Argenteuil
before he himself retires to the Abbey of Saint-Denis. And when, in later years, she writes him her three
immortal letters, his irritation and boredom are manifest in every line of his replies. In his final letter, when
dealing with the use of wine in convents, he actually transcribes several pages of her previous letter to him, as
though forgetting that it was she who had written them. In his other relations also, his character is enfeebled.
His once famous teaching, too, has become a string of garrulous quotations, many of them singularly inept.
When I assured her that, before burial, they had been man and wife, her face fell still farther. But the great
majority of people in England think, if they think about the matter at all, that Abelard and Heloise are fictional
characters invented, my dear George Moore, and very beneficially invented by yourself. This volume will, as I
need not assure you, do little or nothing to dispel their illusion, or to diminish the reputation of Heloise and
Abelard. Your letter written to a friend for his comfort, beloved, was lately brought to me by chance. Seeing at
once from the title that it was yours, I began the more ardently to read it in that the writer was so dear to me,
that I might at least be refreshed by his words as by a picture of him whose presence I have lost. Almost every
line of that letter, I remember, was filled with gall and wormwood, to wit those that related the miserable story
of our conversion, and thy unceasing crosses, my all. Thou didst indeed fulfil in that letter what at the
beginning of it thou hadst promised thy friend, namely that in comparison with thy troubles he should deem
his own to be nothing or but a small matter. After setting forth thy former persecution by thy masters, then the
outrage of supreme treachery upon thy body, thou has turned thy pen to the execrable jealousy and inordinate
assaults of thy fellow-pupils also, namely Alberic of Rheims and Lotulph the Lombard; and what by their
instigation was done to that famous work of thy theology, and what to thyself, as it were condemned to prison,
thou hast not omitted. From these thou comest to the machinations of thine Abbot and false brethren, and the
grave detraction of thee by those two pseudo-apostles, stirred up against thee by the aforesaid rivals, and to the
scandal raised by many of the name of Paraclete given to the oratory in departure from custom: Which things I
deem that no one can read or hear with dry eyes, for they renewed in fuller measure my griefs, so diligently
did they express each several part, and increased them the more, in that thou relatedst that thy perils are still
growing, so that we are all alike driven to despair of thy life, and every day our trembling hearts and throbbing
bosoms await the latest rumour of thy death. And so in His Name Who still protects thee in a certain measure
for Himself, in the Name of Christ, as His handmaids and thine, we beseech thee to deign to inform us by
frequent letters of those shipwrecks in which thou still art tossed, that thou mayest have us at least, who alone
have remained to thee, as partners in they grief or joy. For they are wont to bring some comfort to a grieving
man who grieve with him, and any burden that is laid on several is borne more easily, or transferred. And if
this tempest should have been stilled for a space, then all the more hasten thou to write, the more pleasant thy
letter will be. But whatsoever it be of which thou mayest write to us, thou wilt confer no small remedy on us;
if only in this that thou wilt shew thyself to be keeping us in mind. For how pleasant are the letters of absent
friends Seneca himself by own example teaches us, writing thus in a certain passage to his friend Lucilius: For
in the one way possible thou shewest thyself to me. Never do I receive a letter from thee, but immediately we
are together. But thanks be to God, that in this way at least no jealousy prevents thee from restoring to us thy
presence, no difficulty impedes thee, no neglect I beseech thee need delay thee. Thou has written to thy friend
the comfort of a long letter, considering his difficulties, no doubt, but treating of thine own. Which diligently
recording, whereas thou didst intend them for his comfort, thou hast added greatly to our desolation, and while
thou wert anxious to heal his wounds has inflicted fresh wounds of grief on us and made our former wounds to
ache again. Heal, I beseech thee, the wounds that thou thyself hast given, who art so busily engaged in healing
the wounds given by others. Thou has indeed humoured thy friend and comrade, and paid the debt as well of
friendship as of comradeship; but by a greater debt thou hast bound thyself to us, whom it behoves thee to call
not friends but dearest friends, not comrades but daughters, or by a sweeter and a holier name, if any can be
conceived. As to the greatness of the debt which binds thee to us neither argument nor evidence is lacking, that
any doubt be removed; and if all men be silent the fact itself cries aloud. For of this place thou, after God, art
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the sole founder, the sole architect of this oratory, the sole builder of this congregation. Nothing didst thou
build here on the foundations of others. All that is here is thy creation. This wilderness, ranged only by wild
beasts or by robbers, had known no habitation of men, had contained no dwelling. Nothing didst thou borrow
from the wealth of kings or princes, when thou couldst have obtained so much and from so many, that
whatsoever was wrought here might be ascribed to thee alone. Clerks or scholars flocking in haste to thy
teaching ministered to thee all things needful, and they who lived upon ecclesiastical benefices, who knew not
how to make but only how to receive oblations, and had hands for receiving, not for giving, became lavish and
importunate here in the offering of oblations. Thine, therefore, truly thine is this new plantation in the divine
plan, for the plants of which, still most tender, frequent irrigation is necessary that they may grow. Frail
enough, from the weakness of the feminine nature, is this plantation; it is infirm, even were it not new.
Wherefore it demands more diligent cultivation and more frequent, after the words of the Apostle: Thou
teachest and reprovest rebels, nor gainest than aught. In vain before the swine dost thou scatter the pearls of
divine eloquence. Who givest so much thought to the obstinate, consider what thou owest to the obedient.
Who bestowest so much on thine enemies, meditate what thou owest to thy daughters. And to say nothing of
the rest, think by what a debt thou are bound to me, that what thou owest to the community of devoted women
thou mayest pay more devotedly to her who is thine alone. How many grave treatises in the teaching, or in the
exhortation, or for the comfort of holy women the holy Fathers composed, and with what diligence they
composed them, thine excellence knows better than our humility. Wherefore to no little amazement thine
oblivion moves the tender beginnings of our conversion, that neither by reverence for God, nor by love of us,
nor by the examples of the holy Fathers hast thou been admonished to attempt to comfort me, as I waver and
am already crushed by prolonged grief, either by speech in thy presence or by a letter in thine absence. And
yet thou knowest thyself to be bound to me by a debt so much greater in that thou are tied to me more closely
by the pact of the nuptial sacrament; and that thou art the more beholden to me in that I ever, as is known to
all, embraced thee with an unbounded love. Thou knowest, dearest, all men know what I have lost in thee, and
in how wretched a case that supreme and notorious betrayal took me myself also from me with thee, and that
my grief is immeasurably greater from the manner in which I lost thee than from the loss of thee. And the
greater the cause of grief, the greater the remedies of comfort to be applied. Not, however, by another, but by
thee thyself, that thou who art alone in the cause of my grief may be alone in the grace of my comfort. For it is
thou alone that canst make me sad, canst make me joyful or canst comfort me. And it is thou alone that owest
me this great debt, and for this reason above all that I have at once performed all things that you didst order,
till that when I could not offend thee in anything I had the strength to lose myself at thy behest. And what is
more, and strange it is to relate, to such madness did my love turn that what alone it sought it cast from itself
without hope of recovery when, straightway obeying thy command, I changed both my habit and my heart,
that I might shew thee to be the one possessor both of my body and of my mind. Nothing have I ever God wot
required of thee save myself, desiring thee purely, not what was thine. Not for the pledge of matrimony, nor
for any dowry did I look, not my own passions or wishes but thine as thou thyself knowest was I zealous to
gratify. And if the name of wife appears more sacred and more valid, sweeter to me is ever the word friend, or,
if thou be not ashamed, concubine or whore.
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