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an interactive edition of Herman Melville's Billy Budd. This website is dedicated to helping students of literature -- at all
levels -- better understand Herman Melville's complex short novel, Billy Budd.

He is impressed to this large warship from another, smaller, merchant ship, The Rights of Man named after the
book by Thomas Paine. As his former ship moves off, Budd shouts, "Good-bye to you too, old Rights-of-Man.
His only physical defect is a stutter which grows worse when under intense emotion. Claggart, while not
unattractive, seems somehow "defective or abnormal in the constitution", possessing a "natural depravity.
Melville further opines that envy is "universally felt to be more shameful than even felonious crime. Claggart
makes his case and Billy, astounded, is unable to respond, due to his stutter. In his extreme frustration he
strikes out at Claggart, killing him instantly. Vere convenes a drumhead court-martial. He acts as convening
authority , prosecutor , defense counsel and sole witness except for Billy. Yet the angel must hang! The
martial law in effect states that during wartime the blow itself, fatal or not, is a capital crime. Condemned to
be hanged the morning after his attack on Claggart, Billy before his execution says, "God bless Captain Vere!
Chapter 28 describes the death of Captain Vere. His last words are "Billy Budd, Billy Budd. The gazette
article described Budd as a conspiring mutineer likely of foreign birth and mysterious antecedents who is
confronted by John Claggart. The master-at-arms, loyally enforcing the law, is fatally stabbed by Budd. The
gazette concludes that the crime and weapon used suggest a foreign birth and subversive character; it reports
that the mutineer was executed and nothing is amiss aboard HMS Bellipotent. The adult, experienced man
represented in the poem is not the innocent youth portrayed in the preceding chapters. Writing history[ edit ]
The last known image of the author, taken in He started it as a poem, a ballad entitled "Billy in the Darbies",
which he intended to include in his book, John Marr and Other Sailors. Melville composed a short, prose
head-note to introduce the speaker and set the scene. The character of "Billy" in this early version was an older
man condemned for inciting mutiny and apparently guilty as charged. He did not include the poem in his
published book. Melville incorporated the ballad and expanded the head-note sketch into a story that
eventually reached manuscript pages. This was the first of what were to be three major expansions, each
related to one of the principal characters. The state of this manuscript has been described as "chaotic," with a
bewildering array of corrections, cancellations, cut and pasted leaves, annotations inscribed by several hands,
and with at least two different attempts made at a fair copy. The composition proceeded in three general
phases, as shown by the Melville scholars Harrison Hayford and Merton M. As the focus of his attention
shifted from one to another of these three principals, the plot and thematic emphasis of the expanding novel
underwent consequent modifications within each main phase. Just where the emphasis finally lay in the not
altogether finished story as he left it is, in essence, the issue that has engaged and divided the critics of Billy
Budd. Publication history[ edit ] In August , Raymond M. She gave him access to all the records of Melville
which survived in the family: Among these papers, Weaver was astonished to find a substantial manuscript for
an unknown prose work entitled Billy Budd. In he published another version of the text which, despite
numerous variations, may be considered essentially the same text. Subsequent editions of Billy Budd up
through the early s are, strictly speaking, versions of one or the other of these two basic texts. It was published
by the University of Chicago Press , and contains both a "reading" and a "genetic" text. Most editions printed
since then follow the Hayford-Sealts text. Based on the confusing manuscripts, the published versions had
many variations. An Inside Narrative ; some versions wrongly included as a preface a chapter that Melville
had excised the correct text has no preface. In addition, some early versions did not follow his change of the
name of the ship to Bellipotent from the Latin bellum war and potens powerful , from Indomitable, as Melville
called it in an earlier draft. It is unclear of his full intentions in changing the name of the ship since he used the
name Bellipotent only six times. Raymond Weaver, its first editor, was initially unimpressed and described it
as "not distinguished". After its publication debut in England, and with critics of such caliber as D. Lawrence
and John Middleton Murry hailing it as a masterpiece, Weaver changed his mind. In the introduction to its
second edition in the Shorter Novels of Herman Melville, he declared: In relatively short order he and several
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other influential British literati had managed to canonize Billy Budd, placing it alongside Moby-Dick as one
of the great books of Western literature. Wholly unknown to the public until , Billy Budd by had joint billing
with the book that had just recently been firmly established as a literary masterpiece. In its first text and
subsequent texts, and as read by different audiences, the book has kept that high status ever since. When he
enlarged the book with the third major section, developing Captain Vere, he deleted the end-note, as it no
longer applied to the expanded story. Parker wonders what they could possibly have understood from the
passage as written. The second view, a reaction against the first, holds that Billy Budd is ironic, and that its
real import is precisely the opposite of its ostensible meaning. All three of these views of Billy Budd are in
their own sense true. Fogle [9] Hershel Parker agrees that "masterpiece" is an appropriate description of the
book, but he adds a proviso. Examining the history and reputation of Billy Budd has left me more convinced
than before that it deserves high stature although not precisely the high stature it holds, whatever that stature is
and more convinced that it is a wonderfully teachable storyâ€”as long as it is not taught as a finished,
complete, coherent, and totally interpretable work of art. Scorza has written about the philosophical
framework of the story. He understands the work as a comment on the historical feud between poets and
philosophers. She also interprets the mutiny scare aboard the Bellipotent, the political circumstances that are at
the center of the events of the story, as a portrayal of homophobia. Earlier readers viewed Captain Vere as
good man trapped by bad law. Richard Weisberg , who holds degrees in both comparative literature and law,
argued that Vere was wrong to play the roles of witness, prosecutor, judge and executioner, and that he went
beyond the law when he sentenced Billy to immediate hanging. Bruce Franklin sees a direct connection
between the hanging of Budd and the controversy around capital punishment. Guert Gansevoort , a defendant
in a later investigation, was a first cousin of Melville. He acknowledges that Melville was writing at a time
before the word "sociopath" was used. Robert Hare might classify Claggart as a psychopath, since his
personality did not demonstrate the traits of a sociopath rule-breaking but of grandiosity, conning
manipulation and a lack of empathy or remorse. In , Louis O. Forster and Eric Crozier. It follows the earlier
text of Since its premiere in December , the opera has become a regular production at the Metropolitan Opera
house in Manhattan, New York City. Giorgio Ghedini also composed an operatic version of the novella, which
premiered in Film[ edit ] Peter Ustinov produced, directed and worked on the script of his film version made
in black and white in , based on the stage play. Two different productions based on the opera were broadcast
in and
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Summary: Billy Budd is a novella by Melville, who is most famous for his novel Moby Dick that was written some forty
years www.enganchecubano.compman Billy Budd, to give the book its full title, was written in but was not published until

In certain instances they would flank, or, like a body-guard quite surround some superior figure of their own
class, moving along with them like Aldebaran among the lesser lights of his constellation. That signal object
was the "Handsome Sailor" of the less prosaic time alike of the military and merchant navies. With no
perceptible trace of the vainglorious about him, rather with the off-hand unaffectedness of natural regality, he
seemed to accept the spontaneous homage of his shipmates. A somewhat remarkable instance recurs to me. A
symmetric figure much above the average height. The two ends of a gay silk handkerchief thrown loose about
the neck danced upon the displayed ebony of his chest; in his ears were big hoops of gold, and a Scotch
Highland bonnet with a tartan band set off his shapely head. It was a hot noon in July; and his face, lustrous
with perspiration, beamed with barbaric good humor. In jovial sallies right and left, his white teeth flashing
into he rollicked along, the centre of a company of his shipmates. These were made up of such an assortment
of tribes and complexions as would have well fitted them to be marched up by Anacharsis Cloots before the
bar of the first French Assembly as Representatives of the Human Race. At each spontaneous tribute rendered
by the wayfarers to this black pagod of a fellow -- the tribute of a pause and stare, and less frequent an
exclamation, -- the motley retinue showed that they took that sort of pride in the evoker of it which the
Assyrian priests doubtless showed for their grand sculptured Bull when the faithful prostrated themselves. If in
some cases a bit of a nautical Murat in setting forth his person ashore, the Handsome Sailor of the period in
question evinced nothing of the dandified Billy-be-Damn, an amusing character all but extinct now, but
occasionally to be encountered, and in a form yet more amusing than the original, at the tiller of the boats on
the tempestuous Erie Canal or, more likely, vaporing in the groggeries along the tow-path. Invariably a
proficient in his perilous calling, he was also more or less of a mighty boxer or wrestler. It was strength and
beauty. Tales of his prowess were recited. Ashore he was the champion; afloat the spokesman; on every
suitable occasion always foremost. Close-reefing top-sails in a gale, there he was, astride the weather
yard-arm-end, foot in the Flemish horse as "stirrup," both hands tugging at the "earring" as at a bridle, in very
much the attitude of young Alexander curbing the fiery Bucephalus. A superb figure, tossed up as by the horns
of Taurus against the thunderous sky, cheerily hallooing to the strenuous file along the spar. The moral nature
was seldom out of keeping with the physical make. Indeed, except as toned by the former, the comeliness and
power, always attractive in masculine conjunction, hardly could have drawn the sort of honest homage the
Handsome Sailor in some examples received from his less gifted associates. Such a cynosure, at least in
aspect, and something such too in nature, though with important variations made apparent as the story
proceeds, was welkin-eyed Billy Budd, or Baby Budd, as more familiarly under circumstances hereafter to be
given he at last came to be called, aged twenty-one, a foretopman of the British fleet toward the close of the
last decade of the eighteenth century. Indomitable; which ship, as was not unusual in those hurried days,
having been obliged to put to sea short of her proper complement of men. And him only he elected. For
whether it was because the other men when ranged before him showed to ill advantage after Billy, or whether
he had some scruples in view of the merchantman being rather short-handed, however it might be, the officer
contented himself with his first spontaneous choice. But, indeed, any demur would have been as idle as the
protest of a goldfinch popped into a cage. Noting this uncomplaining acquiescence, all but cheerful one might
say, the shipmates turned a surprised glance of silent reproach at the sailor. The Shipmaster was one of those
worthy mortals found in every vocation, even the humbler ones -- the sort of person whom everybody agrees
in calling "a respectable man. For the rest, he was fifty or thereabouts, a little inclined to corpulence, a
prepossessing face, unwhiskered, and of an agreeable color -- a rather full face, humanely intelligent in
expression. On a fair day with a fair wind and all going well, a certain musical chime in his voice seemed to be
the veritable unobstructed outcome of the innermost man. He had much prudence, much conscientiousness,
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and there were occasions when these virtues were the cause of overmuch disquietude in him. On a passage, so
long as his craft was in any proximity to land, no sleep for Captain Graveling. He took to heart those serious
responsibilities not so heavily borne by some shipmasters. In fact he was one of those sea-dogs in whom all
the hardship and peril of naval life in the great prolonged wars of his time never impaired the natural instinct
for sensuous enjoyment. His duty he always faithfully did; but duty is sometimes a dry obligation, and he was
for irrigating its aridity, whensoever possible, with a fertilizing decoction of strong waters. As necessary
adjuncts to the flask, he silently placed tumbler and water-jug before the irrepressible guest. But excusing
himself from partaking just then, he dismally watched the unembarrassed officer deliberately diluting his grog
a little, then tossing it off in three swallows, pushing the empty tumbler away, yet not so far as to be beyond
easy reach, at the same time settling himself in his seat and smacking his lips with high satisfaction, looking
straight at the host. These proceedings over, the Master broke the silence; and there lurked a rueful reproach in
the tone of his voice: Before I shipped that young fellow, my forecastle was a rat-pit of quarrels. It was black
times, I tell you, aboard the Rights here. I was worried to that degree my pipe had no comfort for me. But
Billy came; and it was like a Catholic priest striking peace in an Irish shindy. Not that he preached to them or
said or did anything in particular; but a virtue went out of him, sugaring the sour ones. They took to him like
hornets to treacle; all but the buffer of the gang, the big shaggy chap with the fire-red whiskers. Billy forebore
with him and reasoned with him in a pleasant way -- he is something like myself, Lieutenant, to whom aught
like a quarrel is hateful -- but nothing served. So, in the second dog-watch one day the Red Whiskers in
presence of the others, under pretence of showing Billy just whence a sirloin steak was cut -- for the fellow
had once been a butcher -- insultingly gave him a dig under the ribs. Quick as lightning Billy let fly his arm. I
dare say he never meant to do quite as much as he did, but anyhow he gave the burly fool a terrible drubbing.
It took about half a minute, I should think. And, lord bless you, the lubber was astonished at the celerity. And
will you believe it, Lieutenant, the Red Whiskers now really loves Billy -- loves him, or is the biggest
hypocrite that ever I heard of. But they all love him. But now, Lieutenant, if that young fellow goes -- I know
how it will be aboard the Rights. Not again very soon shall I, coming up from dinner, lean over the capstan
smoking a quiet pipe -- no, not very soon again, I think. Why, I pledge you in advance the royal approbation.
Rest assured that His Majesty will be delighted to know that in a time when his hard tack is not sought for by
sailors with such avidity as should be; a time also when some shipmasters privily resent the borrowing from
them a tar or two for the service; His Majesty, I say, will be delighted to learn that one shipmaster at least
cheerfully surrenders to the King, the flower of his flock, a sailor who with equal loyalty makes no dissent.
The boxes there are mostly shot-boxes. Put your duds in a bag, lad. And, after seeing his man into the cutter
and then following him down, the Lieutenant pushed off from the Rights-of-Man. Then, making a salutation
as to the ship herself, "And good-bye to you too, old Rights-of-Man. But in that decorum he had never been
instructed; in consideration of which the Lieutenant would hardly have been so energetic in reproof but for the
concluding farewell to the ship. The will to it and the sinister dexterity were alike wanting. To deal in double
meanings and insinuations of any sort was quite foreign to his nature. As to his enforced enlistment, that he
seemed to take pretty much as he was wont to take any vicissitude of weather. Like the animals, though no
philosopher, he was, without knowing it, practically a fatalist. And, it may be, that he rather liked this
adventurous turn in his affairs, which promised an opening into novel scenes and martial excitements. Aboard
the Indomitable our merchant-sailor was forthwith rated as an able-seaman and assigned to the starboard
watch of the fore-top. He was soon at home in the service, not at all disliked for his unpretentious good looks
and a sort of genial happy-go-lucky air. No merrier man in his mess: But they were not so young as our
foretopman, and no few of them must have known a hearth of some sort; others may have had wives and
children left, too probably, in uncertain circumstances, and hardly any but must have had acknowledged kith
and kin, while for Billy, as will shortly be seen, his entire family was practically invested in himself.
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Billy Budd by Herman Melville, The Electronic Classics Series, Jim Manis, Editor, PSU-Hazleton, Hazleton, PA is a
Portable Document File produced as part of an ongoing publication project to bring classical works of literature, in
English, to free and easy access of those wishing.

In , disenchanted with the sales and critical reception of his novels, he gave up writing fiction and turned
instead to poetry just as Thomas Hardy was to do fifty years later, for slightly different reasons. And yet
towards the end of his life it was a concentrated prose narrative to which he returned, writing and re-writing
Billy Budd, Sailor so many times it was before the complete and authoritative version of his text could be
assembled for publication. Billy Budd â€” critical commentary The text Billy Budd was started in and left
unfinished by Melville at his death in The Novella The narrative is about 25, words long; and it could be
regarded as a long short story â€” but it is almost universally recognised as a novella â€” because it fulfils
many of the criteria for being classed as such. These are mainly a tight focus on unity of time, place, action,
and character. Unity of action Once Billy is on board the Bellipotent the essential drama of the story unfolds in
more or less one continuous movement. The action of the story is concentrated in an almost Aristotelian
manner to produce a single narrative arc. Billy arrives on board, Claggart denounces him, and Vere condemns
him to death. Unity of atmosphere The whole of the story takes place against a backdrop of the absolute nature
of naval law and the threat of mutiny against its injustices. Melville meditates on two famous episodes in
naval history â€” the revolts at Spithead and the Nore in , the latter of which resulted in hanging of
twenty-nine leaders. Vere faces a moral dilemma as captain of the ship and arbiter of justice, but he evades the
moral ambiguities of his position by reverting to a crude interpretation of traditional maritime law. Yet the
angel must hang! Captain Vere is kind-hearted and well disposed towards Billy, but when confronted with a
choice between humane compassion and the military rule of law, he chooses the latter. He is therefore in a
God-like position of authority over the entire crew. The text makes it clear that he has the option to delay any
proceedings against Billy until rejoining the squadron and reporting the incident to the admiral of the fleet.
The senior officers on board agree that this would be the right course of action. But Vere opts for the crude
absolute rule of law â€” and thus precipitates the tragedy. He encounters Billy, and as his absolute antithesis,
immediately takes against him. He accuses him of the worst possible crime in the naval rule book â€”
fomenting mutiny. Billy is innocent, naively good, young, untainted, and blessed with good looks and a
disposition that makes him popular. He is therefore a target of envy to the malicious Claggart. An older, more
experienced sailor such as the Dansker knows that such opposing natures will attract each other. The three
characters are locked into an unholy alliance. It is easy to see why so many critics have explored the biblical
parallels â€” with Vere the father or God-like figure who has the Satan-like figure of evil present in his
sadistic master-at-arms, Claggart. And Billy, the innocent Adam-like figure, must be punished for his
transgression of the absolute laws which Vere represents. Billy Budd â€” study resources.
4: Full text and plot summary of Billy Budd by Herman Melville
The Text: Billy Budd This edition of Billy Budd is based on the Raymond Weaver edition of the novel sort of. As even the
most cursory glance at the convoluted textual history of this novel shows, there has traditionally been agreement about
this novel only in the broadest terms.

5: SparkNotes: Billy Budd, Sailor: Chapters 1â€“2
Project Gutenberg Australia a treasure-trove of literature treasure found hidden with no evidence of ownership.

6: Billy Budd - Chapter 1
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To the best of our knowledge, the text of this work is in the " Public Domain " in Australia. HOWEVER, copyright law
varies in other countries, and the work may still be under copyright in the country from which you are accessing this
website.

7: Billy Budd Table of Contents
Excerpt Excerpt: Chapter 1. In the time before steamships, or then more frequently than now, a stroller along the docks
of any considerable sea-port would occasionally have his attention arrested by a group of bronzed mariners,
man-ofwar?s men or merchant-sailors in holiday attire ashore on liberty.

8: Billy Budd: Short Story by Herman Melville
Read Chapter 1 of Billy Budd by Herman Melville. The text begins: In the time before steamships, or then more
frequently than now, a stroller along the docks of any considerable sea-port would occasionally have his attention
arrested by a group of bronzed mariners, man-of-war's men or merchant-sailors in holiday attire ashore on liberty.

9: Billy Budd | Project Gutenberg Self-Publishing - eBooks | Read eBooks online
This book is available for free download in a number of formats - including epub, pdf, azw, mobi and more. You can also
read the full text online using our ereader.
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