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Description[ edit ] With the exception of the three monotypic genera Sylviparus, Melanochlora, and
Pseudopodoces, the tits are extremely similar in appearance, and have been described as "one of the most
conservative avian families in terms of general morphology". The majority of the variation within the family
comes in plumage , and particularly colour. The more insectivorous species have finer bills, whereas those that
consume more seeds have stouter bills. However, it is said that tits are evolving longer beaks to reach into bird
feeders. The tits are a widespread family of birds, occurring over most of Europe, Asia, North America, and
Africa. American species in this genus are known as chickadees. Some species in this genus have quite large
natural distributions; one, the grey-headed chickadee , is distributed from Scandinavia to Alaska and Canada.
The majority of the tits in the genus Periparus are found in the southeastern portion of Asia. This includes two
species endemic to the Philippines. The coal tit , also in this genus, is a much more widespread species,
ranging from the British Isles and North Africa to Japan. The two crested tits of the genus Lophophanes have a
disjunct distribution, with one species occurring in Europe and the other in central Asia. The genus Parus
includes the great tit that ranges from Western Europe to Indonesia. Cyanistes has a European and Asian
distribution also into northern Africa , and the three remaining genera, Pseudopodoces , Sylviparus , and
Melanochlora , are all restricted to Asia. They are territorial during the breeding season and often join
mixed-species feeding flocks during the nonbreeding season. The tits are highly adaptable, and after the
corvids crows and jays and parrots , amongst the most intelligent of all birds. A great tit calling in Finland.
The tits make a variety of calls and songs. Quiet contact calls are made while feeding to facilitate cohesion
with others in their social group. The call also serves a rallying call to summon others to mob and harass the
predator. The number of "dee" syllables at the end of the call increases with the level of danger the predator
poses. They also consume seeds and nuts, particularly in the winter. One characteristic method of foraging in
the family is hanging, where they inspect a branch or twig and leaves from all angles while hanging upside
down to feed. Having obtained larger prey items or seeds, tits engage in hold-hammering, where they hold the
item with one foot and hammer it with the bill until it opens. In this fashion, they can even open hazelnuts in
around 20 minutes. A number of genera engage in food caching, hoarding supplies of food during the winter.
Most tree-nesting tits excavate their nests, [12] and clutch sizes are generally large for altricial birds, ranging
from usually two eggs in the rufous-vented tit of the Himalayas to as many as 10 to 14 in the blue tit of
Europe. Many African tit species, along with Pseudopodoces, are cooperative breeders , [15] and even
pair-breeding parids are often highly social and maintain stable flocks throughout the nonbreeding season.
Only the blue tit is typically polygynous; all other species are generally monogamous. Systematics[ edit ] The
marsh tit was once placed in the genus Parus, but has now been moved to the genus Poecile. Whereas in the
mids, only Pseudopodoces, Baeolophus, Melanochlora, and Sylviparus were considered well-supported by the
available data as distinct from Parus. Indeed, the yellow-browed tit and the sultan tit are possibly more distant
to the tits than the penduline tits are. In any case, four major clades of "typical" tits can be recognized: Still,
the interrelationship of these, as well as the relationships of many species within the clades, are not
well-resolved at all; analysis of morphology and biogeography probably gives a more robust picture than the
available molecular data. The first were the ancestors of Baeolophus, with chickadees arriving somewhat later.
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The great majority of hawks are more useful to humans than they are harmful, but there is still widespread
prejudice against them. Occasionally they destroy poultry and smaller birds, but usually they eat small
mammals, reptiles, and insects. Once the hawk has secured the prey with its powerful talons, the bird
dismembers it with its sharply pointed, strong beak. Hawks occur on the six major continents. Most species
nest in trees, but some, such as the marsh hawk , nest on the ground in grassy places, and others nest on cliffs.
They lay from three to six brown-spotted eggs. The so-called true hawksâ€”members of the genus Accipiter
sometimes also called accipiter s â€”are exemplified by the sharp-shinned hawk A. A long tail and short,
rounded wings give these fast, low-flying birds great maneuverability. The goshawk and the sparrowhawk are
also members of this group. Eurasian sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus. The buteos , also called buzzard hawks,
are broad-winged, wide-tailed, soaring raptors found in the New World, Eurasia, and Africa. The red-tailed
hawk Buteo jamaicensis , the most common North American species, is about 60 cm 24 inches long, varying
in colour but generally brownish above and somewhat lighter below with a rust-coloured tail. This beneficial
hunter preys mainly on rodents, but it also catches other small mammals as well as various birds, reptiles
including rattlesnakes and copperheads , amphibians, and even insects. The red-shouldered hawk B. The black
hawks are two species of short-tailed and exceptionally wide-winged black buteos. The great black hawk, or
Brazilian eagle Buteogallus urubitinga , about 60 cm 24 inches long, ranges from Mexico to Argentina; the
smaller common, or Mexican, black hawk B. Both species feed on frogs, fish , and other aquatic creatures.
Some other buteos are the following: The broad-winged hawk B. Two notable rough-legged hawks are the
ferruginous hawk B. The African harrier hawk Polyboroides typus and the crane hawk Geranospiza nigra of
tropical America are medium-sized gray birds resembling the harriers but having short, broad wings. The
relationship of the Accipitridae and the Falconidae creates some confusion regarding the classification and
naming of species, and some names seemâ€”to the layperson, at leastâ€”to be used interchangeably. For
example, in the United States Circus cyaneus is known as the marsh hawk or northern harrier; the same bird is
known in Britain as the hen harrier. Many falcons are known locally as hawks but have other, more
widespread common namesâ€”e. Another related species, the fish hawk, is better known by the name osprey.
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Woodcock, hares and the worry of small pheasants, by Mike Barnes. We were out for mixed quarry species
with an accent on woodcock, of which 32 made it into the bag. On a personal note, I was the only Gun who
failed to take one, but no complaints. My tally included cock and hen pheasants, redleg partridge,
woodpigeon, rabbit, hare and jay, but no woodcock. But I have become less keen on shooting them. I am not
sure as to precisely why. Maybe it is a result of reading details of their migratory journeys to deepest Russia
and back. And their silent flight. I came close twice, both times in Norfolk. Simultaneously, a second
woodcock appeared. I closed the gun without reloading, moved the safety catch and completed the double.
Then a few years later, on a snowy day in North Norfolk, I was in a team of eight Guns when we shot 59, but I
never got a chance of a right-and- left. In fact, no-one did. I also rarely shoot hares. Like woodcock, the hare is
a mythical-like creature. Inevitably there was lots of woodcock chatter on the day, and as half of the Guns
were game dealers they were able to confirm that there is a very healthy demand for woodcock, both at home
and overseas. And it seems the birds are plentiful. Pheasants however, were a different proposition altogether.
The major concern is about the number of small pheasants being reared and shot, which may be bad for the
sport. Chrik van Wyck of Gourmet Game Ltd. They are no use for food â€” people eat meat, not bones. It is
vital that all game stays within the food chain. The big boy will win every time. Specialising in a larger,
traditional looking bird, Tim Robbins, who runs the operation in partnership with his mother Ruth, has a good
following of regular customers. Each year they sell , day-olds and , poults. In many ways it is a model
operation, with two acre rearing fields, alternating and reseeded annually so that the ground is always fresh
and disease-free. Ruth, who founded the business with her late husband Pat, has been working in game
production since I visited on a dull, damp day in early June and despite the dreary conditions it was very
impressive, young pheasants clearly enjoying the long new grass. But what we do guarantee are good, healthy,
fit birds. Customers come back year after year, very happy with how our birds fly. And with a closed flock of
8, hens they know precisely the strain and source of their pheasants. Absolutely no caught-up hens. So what is
the original source, you might wonder? The pheasant is after all an immigrant. From Chinese and Mongolian
blood â€” and the enclosed flock ensures they keep that traditional look and instinct.
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All gamebirds great and small At the end of last season I enjoyed a day's sport around a acre wood on the edge of the
Lincolnshire Fens. We were out for mixed quarry species with an accent on woodcock, of which 32 made it into the bag.

May 4, iStock From brilliantly colored hummingbirds to farting thrushes, birds are among the most beautiful
and bizarre creatures on Earth. With over species, our fine feathered friends inhabit almost every inch of the
planet, making their homes in the frozen expanses of Antarctica, the humid rainforests of South America, and
every climate in between. Here are 15 amazing facts you might not know about 15 amazing bird species.
While ravens in the wild are unlikely to pick up human language, in captivity they can become quite talkative.
Some ravens are even better than parrots at mimicking human speech, not to mention sounds from the human
world like car engines revving or toilets flushing. Approximately the size of a billiard ball, their eyes are
actually bigger than their brains. Cardinals along with several other bird species sometimes cover themselves
in crushed or living ants , smearing them over their feathers, or allowing living ants to crawl on them. When
owls catch larger animals raccoons and rabbits, for instance , they tear them up into more manageable,
bite-size pieces. Owls then regurgitate pellets full of indigestible elements of their meal like animal bones and
fur. When they nap in groups, the ducks on the perimeter keep guard by sleeping with one eye open.
Hummingbirds are incredibly lightweight. The average hummingbird is around 4 grams one gram less than a
nickel , while the smallest, the bee hummingbird, is closer to 1. The largest member of the hummingbird
family, meanwhile, is the aptly named giant hummingbird, which can get up to 24 gramsâ€”enormous for a
hummingbird, but only equivalent to about a handful of loose change. Believed to be the first domesticated
bird, pigeons were used for millennia to deliver messages , including important military information, and the
outcome of the early Olympic games. Though non-avian mail delivery has become more popular over time,
pigeons were used as recently as World War II to carry select messages. While most parrots only learn around
50 words, some African grey parrots have been known to learn hundreds. Einstein , a brilliant African grey
parrot at the Knoxville Zoo in Tennessee, can say around words. Some swiftlets, appropriately named
Edible-nest swiftlets, build nests almost exclusively from their hardened saliva. Worm-eating Bassian thrushes
have been known to dislodge their prey from piles of leaves by directing their farts at them. The excretion of
gas shifts the leaf-litter on the ground and apparently provokes worms to move around, revealing their
location. Acorn woodpeckers store acorns by drilling holes in trees, fenceposts, utility poles, and buildings,
and depositing their nuts there. While penguins might stand out on land, underwater their black and white
coloring helps them stay hidden from both predators and prey. The claws also help chicks hide from predators:
After jumping from their nest into the water below, the little hoatzin swim some distance, then pull themselves
on land with their claws. When the coast is clear, they use their claws to climb up onto a tree branch.
Budgerigars, or budgies, a common parakeet, are the only bird species so far discovered who are susceptible to
contagious yawning. Many scientists believe the unconscious, instinctual response may be a primitive way of
showing empathy, or it might be a sign of group alertness. All images via iStock unless otherwise noted.
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Choosing the best pets for kids Owning a pet can be a rewarding experience for a child. A well-chosen pet can
bring years of joy. Pet ownership can also be a chance for kids to learn valuable life lessons as they care for a
living creature. Pets can teach children about responsibility and dependability with adult guidance. But not just
any fish will do. These Southeast Asian natives are adapted to thrive in isolation, in surprisingly small
amounts of stagnant water. No aerators, filters, heaters, or chemicals are required. Share on Pinterest The
appeal of cold-blooded creatures may be less obvious than that of warm, fuzzy animals, but certain reptiles
make prized pets. Tortoises, such as the plant-eating Russian tortoise, can live more than 50 years. Some
snake species also make excellent pets, although constrictors should be avoided. However, keep in mind that
the American Academy of Pediatrics warns against reptiles as pets for young children because they can easily
transmit salmonella. Make sure to research specific care requirements for any new reptile pet. Share on
Pinterest Birds can be excellent pets. But owning a bird is more demanding than caring for a tortoise or fish.
Some birds are highly intelligent. Others are very social. All birds require almost daily attention. More
expensive and more intelligent birds like cockatiels and cockatoos also make great pets, but they may need
more attention than parakeets or canaries. Share on Pinterest Smaller mammals, including hamsters, guinea
pigs, and gerbils, are relatively easy to raise. Also, most will thrive in a relatively small living space, and care
is fairly straightforward. Regular, gentle handling promotes friendliness. But be mindful that bites are possible
should rodents â€” especially hamsters â€” feel threatened. Surprisingly, rats make excellent pets due to their
intelligence, larger size, and enjoyment of human companionship. Guinea pigs are also good kid-friendly pets.
Share on Pinterest Kittens are childhood favorites. Who can resist the antics of a fluffy feline? Notoriously
independent cats need somewhat less care and attention than dogs, but no less commitment. Like dogs, cats
require regular veterinary checkups and immunizations. A cat may be a better choice than a dog if your family
has limited living space. Your local animal shelter staff can advise you on the temperaments of adoptable cats.
But choosing the ideal dog involves more than falling for big brown eyes. Some dogs may be unsuitable for
children. Before adopting a dog, ensure that the dog is well-socialized and comfortable around children. Any
breed will need a significant commitment of time and effort. Puppies must be housebroken and require daily
exercise, regular veterinary checkups and immunizations, and plenty of love. Every dog is different, but
kid-friendly breeds include:
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BEST BIRDS The concept is to weigh and balance how impressive, how unique, how rare, and how hard to
find each extant bird is, consider any special circumstances surrounding that species e. This is not a list of the
"rarest birds" on earth. If it were, species like Seychelles Warbler Acrocephalus sechellensis population down
to 50 birds in but since recovered or Raso Skylark Alauda razae only 92 birds found in a survey would have
been considered. It would be great to see such rarities â€” indeed, I have gone to see the Seychelles Warbler
â€” but there are dozens of Acrocephalus warblers and several Alauda larks in the world, many of which are
very similar and none of which are very impressive compared to, say, a Harpy Eagle or Resplendent Quetzal.
Although I am very keen on "little brown jobs," there are no brush-warblers, cisticolas, or Empidonax
flycatchers in my list of the "50 Best Birds. More details on my process is below. This is my third or fourth
major version of the list, and I still dicker with it now and then. My first effort was during college, in about I
created a loose-leaf binder before my first world birding trip which was to Colombia in with my initial
choices, each one represented with a page that included a photo of some artwork and hand-written details and
a map. Back in , my "top 50" choices included birds such as Ivory-billed Woodpecker, Ou, Imperial
Woodpecker, Kauai Oo, and others then nearing extinction. None of these are included now, even though
some are rumored to have a tenuous hold on existence. In my initial project, as I was able to observe some
early choices e. My original "top 50" list in included 10 pheasants and 4 curassows. Although all were
wonderful birds, that was just "too many chickens," as Guy McCaskie said when he saw the binder. But
forcing myself to include a certain number of North American or European species, instead of some tropical
birds that captured my imagination more, eventually became tiresome. These restrictions have been
abandoned. In preparing the predecessor to this current version, I assigned points between 0â€”5 in five
separate categories: Big powerful raptors, huge albatrosses and cranes, and gorgeous tropical birds are "more
impressive" to me than cisticolas or Cookilaria petrels. Although I love cisticolas and have done research on
the small Pterodromas, we humans are stirred by wildlife that is big, fast, fierce, and colorful. On the other
hand, in some species sexual dimorphism has produced spectacular males and smaller, drabber females e. I
have taken this into account to some degree, but still chose species in which it is the male that is "impressive,"
recognizing that sometimes the birder must "settle" for views of the less-impressive female or young. I also
chose one bowerbird whose bower is overwhelmingly impressive, even though both sexes of the bird itself are
very plain. The Kagu and Shoebill are unique birds and rate "5" in that category. Contrast that with the seven
blue cotingas the genus Cotinga. Each is an absolutely stunning bird but none is "unique" with six close
relatives looking equally beautiful. When it narrows down to just two or three similar birds, however, I begin
to think of them as almost unique. To facilitate the list and create diversity, I permitted myself the choice of
"any" of three or more closely-related species usually within the same genus when a as a group they are indeed
unique, b together the sibling species form a superspecies in a similar geographic region, and c each of the
various species is scarce and hard to see. You will thus find the choices any Tragopan, any Kiwi or any
Cassowary; in a way this makes the project the "top 60" birds, but I can live with that. However, when there
are only two such similar species, each is entitled to a separate place on the list when they individually score
high enough in the other categories. Such pairs included are both rockfowl, both cock-of-the-rocks, and both
huge white cranes. Almost all birdwatchers enjoy rare birds; it is a special feeling to be in the presence of
something rare. In general, the rarer a bird is the more it is desired. Note, however, that I have not included in
my consideration those species teetering on the edge of extinction where a currently extant population is not
proven e. This is not the same thing as "rare. Assuming you had time and money, you could fly to the
Seychelles easily and no political turmoil prevents that; you could then fly to Fregate I. In contrast, while the
Kakapo currently exists on only a couple tiny islets just as does the magpie-robin , it is very hard get there.
They are entirely off-limits to non-researchers and even if you volunteered several weeks of your time, you
must be willing to volunteer on their schedule, making it very difficult to plan. And no amount of time or
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money will guarantee you a look at a Congo Peafowl. The Short-tailed Albatross was almost entirely wiped
out a half-century ago; when I began birding it was considered impossible to see. So when I did see one, it was
extra special for me. The California Condors became extinct the wild in when the last six were captured for
captive breeding, but now two of those original birds are flying again, and others are attempting to nest. The
Mauritius Kestrel went through an evolutionary bottleneck when only a lone breeding pair remained in , and
they have recovered. In addition, birds like Great Argus and Long-tailed Ground-Roller were considered near
mythical when I started birding the world about , and the search for them has been a wonderful quest. Let me
explain how my system works with two examples. Palmchat Dulus dominicus of Hispaniola is generally
assigned to its own monotypic family; it is thus "unique" in some sense and might score at 3 or 4 in that
category. But it is neither "impressive" nor "rare," and it is about the easiest native bird to see in the
Dominican Republic. You just have to get there. So the points in those categories might be 0, 0, and 1.
Without any special personal connection or history, it will total out at about 4 or 5 points. Or consider my
personal web moniker, the Swallow-tailed Gull Creagrus furcatus right of the Galapagos Is. It is "unique" in
its family as a night-feeding gull but it still is just a gull give it 2 points. It is rather scarce 3 points but surely
gulls cannot rate too high as "impressive" maybe 3 max and it is easy to see if you get to the Galapagos or off
coastal Peru, in season say 2 points. So it might max out at about 10 "objective" points. I wanted diversity
around the globe, and across the bird families; these 50 choices belong to 36 different families. There are
many tropical birds included but also some long-distance migrants, some species of the cold north, and one
from deepest Antarctica. They include 4 birds-of-paradise, 3 parrots, 3 cotingas, 2 eagles, 2 pheasants, 2
seabirds an albatross and a penguin , 2 pittas, 2 cranes, 2 rockfowl, 2 Hawaiian Honeycreepers, 2 cuckoos, a
condor, a guan, a bustard, a wader, an owl, a hummingbird, a trogon, a barbet, a hornbill, a broadbill, a
ground-roller, a myna, a vanga, a manakin, a bowerbird, a tanager, and 8 taxa assigned to monotypic families.
A fine selection of great birds are right on the cusp. Diademed Sandpiper-Plover Phegornis mitchelli left of
high elevation bogs from s. Peru to Chile, nominated by several world birders, scored 12 on my spreadsheet.
Also scoring well were several species from previous versions of my list: Yet even all this leaves me without a
flamingo, falcon, toucan, woodpecker, fairywren, New World warbler or sunbird â€” and there are superb
birds in all those families! As noted above, a lot of other birds are also in the running for the "Top 50" and
these final choices are somewhat agonizing You can also see comments on my list from other birders. I thank
Chris Carpenter, who photographed the Diademed Sandpiper-Plover Chile , for use of his photo and to all
other photographers and artists who made this project possible providing photos or art on linked pages. I am
also indebted to the many world birders who shared their thoughts on this topic, including Rita Carratello, S.
You can also find my choices for "50 Best Mammals" in a similar project:
7: Great&Small Premium Seed Feeder
Great & Small Dried Mealworms are really easy to feed, you can mix a handful of mealworms in with your favourite seed
mix, like our Peter & Paul range - or you can offer them in a bespoke Great&Small Premium Mealworm Feeder, or
placed on a bird table, or on the ground for your beloved Robin or Blackbird friend.

8: Great&Small Mealworms
The swifts are small birds which spend the majority of their lives flying. These birds have very short legs and never settle
voluntarily on the ground, perching instead only on vertical surfaces. There are about species worldwide, seven in
Britain.

9: 15 Amazing Facts About 15 Birds | Mental Floss
Two Common Cranes were feeding in a nearby field and we had great views of these massive birds before they took to
the air and also headed north. Migration was happening all around us. Migration was happening all around us.
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