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The most noticeable feature of this splendid white bird is its pair of long tail streamersâ€”two elongated
feathers often as long as the rest of the body. The birds are 2. They are extremely graceful in the air and often
fly by in small groups, uttering a distinctive, piercing shriek. The coral-red bill and black eye stripe are
noticeable at closer range. These birds nest in crevices and holes in cliffs or rock piles on most of the islands
but are most frequently seen from trails that follow cliff tops, such as on South Plaza, Genovesa and Hood.
They feed far out to sea, plunge diving for fish and squid. As its name suggests, these pelicans are generally
brownish in color. During the breeding season, however, the adults have bright white and chestnut markings
on their heads and necks. They nest year-round in most of the islands. These pelicans have wide- fingered
wings and are good gliders. They are often seen flying in a squadron-like formation, flapping and soaring in
unison to create an elegant aerial ballet. They feed by shallow plunge diving and by scooping up as much as 2.
The water rapidly drains out through the bill, and the trapped fish are swallowed. It seems like a
straightforward procedure, but apparently it is a difficult skill for the birds to acquire. Although parents raise
frequent broods of two or three chicks, many of the fledged young are unable to learn the scoop-fishing
technique quickly enough, and thus, starve to death. At 3 feet long and with a 5- to 6-foot wingspan, the
Nazca, which inhabits most islands, is larger than any other Galapagos booby. Though they look similar, the
calls of males and females differ; females utilize a trumpeting quack while the smaller males employ a
whistle. Due to their large size, they usually nest near the tops of cliffs where they receive the greatest
advantage for taking flight. In contrast to other boobies, they breed annually on a cycle that varies across the
islands. When the birds arrive to Genovesa in May, they proceed with courtship, mating and building nests.
They lay eggs from August to November, most young fledge by February and the entire colony stays out on
the ocean until May. In contrast, the colony on Hood remains present from September to May and individuals
lay eggs from November to February. Regardless of island, the Nazca booby consistently lays two eggs, but
only one will survive because even in a year with ample food the eldest sibling will expel the younger from
the nest. The majority of adults are brown, but 5 percent are white; this is not a sign of a new or hybrid
species, but rather it is the result of a dissimilar color phase. Even though this is the most abundant Galapagos
booby, it is the most rarely seen since it only inhabits distant islands like Genovesa, which supports a
substantial colony consisting of approximately , pairs. To avoid competing with the blue-footed booby, which
forages near shore and the Nazca booby, which feeds in-between, the red-footed booby focuses feeding efforts
far out at sea. Unlike most other boobies who favor guano-ringed ground scrapes, the red-footed builds
elementary nests in trees, and lays one solitary egg. Though laying can happen year-round, it typically occurs
when food is abundant. Similar to many herons, the great blue typically stands with its head stooped over
toward its shoulders, a position it sustains while flying, with its elongated legs trailing behind. Other food
sources include lizards, birds and juvenile marine iguanas. Inclined to live on their own or in pairs, great blue
herons sometimes form a tiny colony supporting at most six nests. Breeding occurs all year and nesting
typically takes place in mangroves. Since it is nocturnal, it has bigger eyes than other herons. Yellow-crowned
night herons breed in pairs and make nests year-round underneath rocks or in mangroves. Get closer and its
yellow legs and feet become more obvious. Originally from Africa and southern Eurasia, the cattle egret can
now commonly be seen in pasturelands and is most often seen in the Santa Cruz highlands. Juvenile birds are
heavily mottled and a lighter brown. Breeding occurs more frequently from May to July, but as a species, they
breed year-round, utilizing cooperative polyandry, a technique where one female mates with at least two males
and all adults help to raise the young. Differentiating the sexes can be challenging, but generally, females are
larger in size than males. Its deep green feathers help hide its presence while it utilizes the lava-laden
shorelines to hunt surreptitiously for prey; juveniles, however, are streaked and brown. Though sometimes
they are found in clusters of two or three, they usually build solitary nests located in mangrove trees or
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underneath lava outcrops. Though they are often present along the rocky coasts of all islands, their solitary
nature and camouflage make them challenging to see. Our naturalist guide can easily help you spot one.
Though they are approximately the same size, the striated heron is paler in color than the lava heron. They are,
however, broadly distributed throughout the Galapagos so your chances of seeing one are good. These lone
nesters, who range from dark gray to black and measure 1. This bird, which is 1. They breed all year, laying
two eggs in a jumbled twig and grass nest that rests under rocks or entangled with an abandoned nest left by a
different species. During incubation, adults may wander away from the nest while feigning injury.

Page 2

BIRDS, MAMMALS, AND REPTILES OF THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS pdf
2: Birds, Mammals, and Reptiles of the Galapagos Islands : Andy Swash :
This is the first comprehensive guide to the unique wildlife of the GalÃ¡pagos, encompassing the birds, mammals, and
reptiles a visitor to these extraordinary islands might encounter.

Fourteen subspecies, each in some way distinctive to the island of its residence, comprise the sole giant
tortoise species. Of these fourteen varieties, three are extinct. One of the best ways to distinguish those still in
existence, apart from geographic distribution, is by the differences in the shape of their shells. I never dreamed
that islands, about 50 or 60 miles apart, and most of them in sight of each other, formed of precisely the same
rocks, placed under a quite similar climate, rising to a nearly equal height, would have been differently
tenanted; but we shall soon see that this is the case. It is the fate of most voyagers, no sooner to discover what
is most interesting in any locality, than they are hurried from it; but I ought, perhaps, to be thankful that I
obtained sufficient materials to establish this most remarkable fact in the distribution of organic beings. The
upper half of the shell, called the carapace, is distinct from the plastron, or lower half. Males can grow to be up
to 4 feet long and can weigh up to pounds Females can weigh up to pounds Range and Habitat Giant tortoises
are found only on the Galapagos Islands and prefer to live in dry lowlands. In general, saddleback tortoises
live in arid zones and feed mostly on cactus. Domed-shell tortoises are bigger and feed primarily on grass, so
they inhabit more vegetated islands. They lead a relatively peaceful life, napping almost 16 hours per day. The
rest of the time is spent foraging on leaves and cactus and basking in the sun. As for communication, males
groan loudly when mating, but it is the only vocalization they make. Females make no sounds at all. Their
main method of communication is behavioral. Competing males will stand tall, necks stretched and facing
each other with mouths agape. The highest head usually always wins. Feeding Habits Tortoises are
vegetarians, and their diet includes grasses, forbs and leaves from trees and bushes. They have also been
known to eat some strange foods such as stinging nettles and the crabapple-like fruits of the manzanillo tree,
which can burn the skin of humans. They have very slow digestive systems; it can take their bodies up to three
weeks to fully process a meal. Known for their ability to go without eating for extended amounts of time, the
tortoises voyaged to the islands aboard rafts of vegetation. They have tremendous water storage capacities,
which enable them to survive long, arid seasons. This special attribute became a curse when buccaneers and
whalers, who were keenly aware that the animals could withstand long voyages of up to one year without food
or water, harvested them by the thousands for their meat. They were stored upside down in the bilge, ready for
slaughter when fresh meat was on the menu. As a result of their endemic capture, only 15, remain today. A
flatter shell allows them to stretch their neck up and reach for food that is higher off the ground. Breeding and
Reproduction The giant tortoise reaches sexual maturity at about 40 years of age. He will posture and heave
competitive males to demonstrate his dominance, and then he will commence the quest for a female mate.
Once a female is found, he chases her down and begins a unique style of courtship that involves intimidation.
He knocks against her with the front of his shell and bites at her feet until she draws her legs in, which
immobilizes her. At that point he mates with her. Males unsuccessful in finding a female partner have been
known to attempt to mate with other males, or even with appropriately shaped boulders! Having mated, the
female looks for a dry, sandy area in which to make a nest. Starting a process that takes up to several days, she
uses her hind legs to dig a hole approximately 12 inches deep. Between 2 and 16 eggs are laid, which are then
covered with a protective layer of mud made from a mixture of soil and urine. The eggs take about four to five
months to develop, and hatchlings usually emerge between December and April. When the eggs hatch, the
baby tortoises are forced to fend for themselves, most dying within the first 10 years of life. Conservation
Tortoises, specifically giant tortoises, have been the most devastated of all species in the Galapagos Islands.
They were first exploited as a meat source, which is a practice that continues today, though at a lower rate.
They are currently considered endangered and are strictly protected by the Ecuadorian government. There is
an effort to eradicate introduced mammals, such as rats that eat tortoise eggs, as well as to research tortoise
ecology and genetics. A tortoise-breeding project at the Charles Darwin Research Station CDRS has been
successful in introducing these animals into the wild in order to increase the depleted population. Although the
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tortoises are in enclosures at the research station, visitors are permitted to enter to get a closer look at these
giants, some of which could quite easily carry a fully grown man on their backs. Adults weigh more than 1,
times their newborn hatchlings, which weigh less than 8 ounces.
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"This book adds to the many Galapagos field guides, but is sufficiently different to make it a significant contribution to the
guidebook literature of these islands The presentation is effective and the images sufficient to help the casual traveler
identify most of the birds and reptiles.

Compared to the enormity of the Amazon Basin, Galapagos is a very small archipelago lost far out in the
ocean. To give one illustration, the Amazon is home to over three hundred species of reptiles: Galapagos has
only iguanas, tortoises, lava lizards, geckos and snakes. Can they really be compared? The natural value of the
Galapagos Islands does not lie in diversity: Galapagos is a harsh, remote land, and the species that arrived
there did not survive by diversifying, but rather by evolving specific traits to suit a certain niche in the
environment. Although natural selection takes place all over the globe, nowhere is it more evident than in the
Galapagos Islands. It is this status as a "Laboratory of Evolution" and its historical inspiration of naturalist
Charles Darwin that make Galapagos special. The Galapagos Islands are also extremely pristine: Galapagos is
also extraordinary because of the unique experience one has while visiting it. Because it was so isolated for so
long, Galapagos wildlife never developed a fear of humans. Biological Evolution of the Galapagos Whether in
the sea staring into the violet straight pupil of an octopus, observing a marine iguana washed by waves
gnawing at algae, or facing a serene wizened tortoise-- any visitor to the Galapagos Islands can not help but
ponder, "how did such creatures come into existence? Hence, both in space and time, we seem to be brought
somewhere near to that great fact, that mystery of mysteries --the appearance of the new beings on this earth.
In such a harsh and unforgiving environment, it is difficult to believe that the flora and fauna arriving by
chance at these islands had any hope to establish a dynasty of descendents. However the fact remains, bringing
more wonder during you tour, that life does exist with such diversity in an environment that seems to offer so
little. Certainly, many of the initial arrivals to the islands did not come at an opportune time: Often, over the
millions of years that chance brought birds in a storm, sea lions and penguins in currents, seeds across from
the continent, the first life to remain would have been "pioneer" species. These species are those that can exist
out of seemly nothing, such as plants growing out of lava. They survive to die and leave their organic material
for the next wave of immigrants --feeding the next flora, the next vegetarian creature. At the time, it was a
dynamic departure from the commonly held belief that species were static. Explained briefly, the concept of
the evolution of species is based on a number of characteristics of survival and reproduction. In most
populations, the number of species is larger than the available resources and competition is inevitable. Within
the normal variation that occurs in species, occasionally a mutation or difference will occur that will be
somehow advantagous to survival or breeding, and those with the positive change will have a greater number
of offspring. As the offspring are likely to receive these same genetic advantages, they also will be more likely
to survive and pass on their genes. Those best adapted to their environment,most specified and adaptive, will
survive. After years of isolation on the Galapagos, where small populations of a species must have existed,
adaptations within that species would be more drastic as there was no large mainstream population to act as a
buffer for variations. Often, variations of an ancestor are apparent. The land iguanas of Santa Fe, distinct in
their yellow color, like their cousins on other islands, have adapted to eat cactus, spines and all. Their second
cousins, the marine iguanas, perhaps adapted to eat from the sea, avoiding the competition on land.
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Reptiles historically had an advantage over mammals when it came to arriving to the islands: Mammals need
more water and were much less likely to survive the journey to the Galapagos Islands, whereas reptiles had the
endurance for the trip. Once they arrived to Galapagos, reptiles soon began to thrive and adapt themselves to
the available ecological niches. Over the millennia, these reptiles have changed so much that they no longer
resemble their ancestors who arrived to the islands so long ago. The Galapagos reptiles evolved in remarkable
ways, and most reptiles found in the islands are now considered endemic, meaning they are not found
anywhere else in the world. Here are some of the more extraordinary endemic Galapagos reptiles. Unlike
birds, reptiles cannot fly to Galapagos, so all of them had to get there by accident. Reptiles such as snakes,
tortoises and iguanas presumably were washed off of the mainland somehow clinging to floating material such
as fallen trees or reeds, arriving at Galapagos after some weeks at sea. Once there, they all had to adapt to the
harsh Galapagos environment. The Galapagos marine iguanas are a good example: Once in Galapagos, they
adapted to eating underwater algae and living on rocky shores. Like all reptiles, the species in Galapagos have
life cycles of mating, nesting, marking territory, etc. If you want to see your favorite species, follow this
helpful guide! Giant Tortoises There are no large land mammals native to the Galapagos: The Galapagos
Tortoise found that with such a ready supply of food and no predators, they could grow, and they evolved into
the massive, lumbering creatures visitors see on the Islands today. They are perfectly adapted to the cool
highlands where there is plenty of lush vegetation and lots of mud for them to wallow in. The Galapagos Giant
Tortoise is perhaps the most famous of all Galapagos species, the animal that most visitors want to see! These
gentle giants were once abundant on several islands, but early whaling ships and pirates often carried them off
because they can survive for a long time at sea without food or water, providing fresh meat for sailors who
have been away from land for a while. The Floreana subspecies, for example, was still abundant when Charles
Darwin visited in , but by it was extinct. Although pirates and sailors hunted these astounding creatures,
negatively impacting their populations, recent conservation efforts for the remaining Galapagos Giant Tortoise
subspecies have been very successful. There are now more of them living now in the wild since before passing
ships started capturing them hundreds of years ago. The best places to see them are at any one of the three
breeding stations: Lonesome George, the last surviving individual of the Pinta Island subspecies. There are
usually some there year-round, but the best time to see them is from June to December, when most of them
have come up from the lowlands. Where is it found: When is it found: The largest living species of tortoise,
reaching weights of over kg and lengths of 1. These dark colored iguanas feed underwater, gnawing algae off
of rocks that are sometimes as deep as 15 meters 50 feet! Its body temperature can drop several degrees while
feeding, so they are commonly seen soaking up sunshine on lava rocks, bringing their temperature back to a
normal level. They are common throughout the islands and a favorite among visitors. A most remarkable
animal, the marine iguana can be seen year-round at many Galapagos visitor sites. Males can often be seen in
December "fighting" one another by butting heads: In January and February, females dig a nest and lay the
eggs, which begin to hatch in late May. June is a great time to see cute baby marine iguanas! Can be found on
most islands in the archipelago, at the shoreline. Found only on the Galapagos Islands, has the unique ability
to live and forage in the sea. More about the Marine Iguana Galapagos Land Iguana The land iguanas more
closely resemble their mainland cousins, both in appearance and diet, than the marine iguanas. As iguanas go,
they are quite large and their bright yellow color makes them a remarkable sight. They are commonly seen
lumbering through dry scrubland and eating vegetation. One of their favorite foods is cactus pads, which they
eat spines and all: Recently, scientists discovered another species of land iguana, the Galapagos Pink Iguana.
There is only a very small population of these pink iguanas on one of the volcanoes on Isabela Island: They
enjoy a symbiotic relationship with birds; the birds remove parasites and ticks, providing relief to the iguanas
and food for the birds. These small lizards, some reaching a foot long or more, hang out on rocks or in scrubby
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vegetation. Actually, there are seven subspecies of lava lizards in the islands: If you show an experienced
guide a photo of a lava lizard, he or she will be able to tell you on which island the photo was taken! Visible at
almost all visitor sites, Galapagos Lava Lizards are small, quick lizards who mostly eat insects. There are
different species on different islands: They are territorial and can often be seen doing "push-ups," an action
that marks their territory. Can be found on most islands in the archipelago. There are at least 28 species,
including seven which are endemic to the Galapagos Islands. Lava Lizard Photo Gallery Other endemic
Galapagos reptiles There is a species of iguana known at the "pink iguana" living in the highlands of Isabela:
Also, there are four subspecies of snakes in Galapagos, all of which are endemic and look mostly the same:
The snakes are all small and shy: There are six endemic and three introduced species of gecko in the
Galapagos.
5: Reptiles of the Galapagos | www.enganchecubano.com
We spent a week visiting the Galapagos islands and found this handy guide perfect for identifying the birds and reptiles
that we encountered. It's small enough to fit in your day pack and easy to use.

6: Galapagos Islands Animal List, Facts, and Pictures
New edition of this superb guide, which describes and illustrates nearly all the birds ( species), mammals (32 species)
and reptiles (28 species) of the Galapagos islands in a single pocket-sized book.

7: Common cactus finch - Wikipedia
But ironically, there is a very limited number of mammals on the islands - instead the Galapagos' land animals are
predominately reptiles. Because of its isolation, there are very few native mammals that reside in the Galapagos Islands.

8: Galapagos Mammals - Animals & Wildlife of the Galapagos Islands
Reptiles historically had an advantage over mammals when it came to arriving to the islands: it is thought that most land
animals that arrived by chance into the Galapagos came clinging to clumps of vegetation or wood set adrift from the
mainland.

9: Galapagos Reptiles - Tortoises, Lizards, Turtles & Marine Iguanas
The Galapagos Islands' land animals are dominated by reptiles, while most of the world finds mammals the predominate
species. Unlike mammals, reptiles are able to survive long periods without water, equipping them with the ability to make
the epic mile-long journey to the volcanic islands from the mainland.
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