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1: Daughters of Au Set: Light Skin & Straight Hair: Black Women and Internalized Racism
The Effects of Internalized Oppression on the Black Community. CORRIN PINKNEY. Produced in Joseph Longhany's
Fall ENC Intra-racial color discrimination is a controversial subject within the lack b.

I have low self-esteem and I always have. Guys always cheated on me with women who were
European-looking. You know, the long-hair type I was so excited because I would not have to deal with my
mom pulling and tugging my hair every morning before school. I remember how envious I was of the other
black girls who had been getting relaxers since elementary school. A little bit more white? Once I had my hair
relaxed, people suddenly began noticing me as if my natural hair had somehow made me invisible. They
affirmed my existence Fast forward six years later: I am walking home from school and notice a little girl who
could not have been more than five years old with relaxed hair. For some reason, the sight made me extremely
uncomfortable. On the other hand, I had a relaxer, so who was I to say that a little girl could not get one? Age
was nothing but a number, right? What the hell was the mother thinking? Another seven years go by: Ending
Racism by bell hooks. I have been reading a lot of her lately and after each chapter in one of her books, I have
to stop and put the book down. I have to give my mind time to process her words because the issues that she
chooses to discuss are so relevant. In this society which overvalues European standards, white women are the
archetypes of beauty. Black women have come to believe that the straighter their hair is and the lighter their
skin tones, then the more beautiful and desirable they are. It is a direct result of how whites preferred to
interact with blacks who had lighter skin and this preference remained in the psyches of blacks and was
imitated in their communities hooks, The oppressed became the oppressor of the already oppressed how
ironic. Blacks realized that to have light skin was an advantage. As a result, they developed a color-caste
system amongst themselves hooks, This color-caste system places light-skinned blacks at the top of the
hierarchy and those with darker skin tones were given the bottom rung. The media is one of the main culprits
who perpetuate this idea, including both white and black television networks, screenplay writers, directors, etc.
Entertainers who have darker complexions and still receive media attention, but they have to be exceptionally
talented: Notice that the successful entertainers with darker skin tones, except for one, are male. It is
acceptable for men to have darker skin tones, while for women it is not hooks, As a matter of fact, darker skin
tones for men are equated with power and strength while women with dark skin are treated as if they have
been cursed hooks, Their value is literally being gauged by the amount of melanin in their skin. The result is
internalized oppression along with internalized racism. Take a look at a magazine stand and see how many
dark-skinned women are on the covers. So, it is not surprising that black girls and black women strive to
emulate these looks. I think that all black women are beautiful, whether they have light or dark skin. We
always become defensive when it comes to this issue. We do not want to confront our subconscious
self-hatred. Perhaps we would be more open to the discussion if we realized that the European standard of
beauty has found its way into numerous, if not all, cultures. Most notable is India where lighter-skinned
Indians are also deemed as beautiful. I watch a lot of Bollywood movies and I have yet to notice a
dark-skinned Indian in them. All of the women have light skin and light eyes resembling Aishwarya Rai she
really is gorgeous. The only exception was an actress who was playing the role of an undesirable,
dark-skinned girl whose parents could not find her suitor because of it seriously? She was portrayed as loud,
silly, and a bit awkward. But her cousin, who had European-like features, was portrayed as beautiful, sweet,
elegant, and graceful. Internalized racism and internalized oppression are especially dangerous when they are
seen manifesting in young, black children. Children are impressionable and once they are taught that they are
less because of skin color or hair texture it is difficult to raise their self-esteem. If you do not believe that
children internalize racism, just take a look at how dark skinned children are treated by their peers. Just take a
look at how dark-skinned girls treat light-skinned girls. Why do they hate them so much? Parents teach
internal racism to their children. Those little snide comments adults make about dark skin color and nappy
hair, which are considered as jokes, do not go unnoticed. Children are not stupid; they see right through the
charade. Internalized racism and oppression begins when adults give all their attention to children who have
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lighter complexions. It begins when little children are treated as a burden if their hair is a bit coarser than
most. It continues when girls are taunted for having dark skin. It continues when blacks try to stay out of the
sun not to avoid health risks, such as skin cancer, but to avoid their skin from becoming too dark. It spreads
when lighter-skinned blacks are able to advance farther in their careers. It spreads when the media assaults us
with images of light-skinned women being the only ones who are beautiful. It spreads when we instill these
self-hating values in our children thereby creating a vicious cycle that never ends and it needs to end. I have
since made the decision to go natural, which ironically means wearing artificial hair until my relaxed hair
grows out and I can finally cut it off References hooks, bell Black Beauty and Black Power: More Than Skin
Deep: Appearances and Mixed-Race Identity. In Raising Biracial Children pp. Posted by Sofoni Michel at 6:
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2: Black is Beautiful Movement - Black Beauty
Sexism is internalized racism's right-hand man in the black community. It is acceptable for men to have darker skin
tones, while for women it is not (hooks, ). As a matter of fact, darker skin tones for men are equated with power and
strength while women with dark skin are treated as if they have been cursed (hooks, ).

Amitabh Pandey White require to be enlightened by the black in a similar way the light as a value only if there
is darkness. Beauty is eternity gazing at itself in a mirror. Outside you can find beautiful things, but not the
beauty. There are only a few people who will see a beautiful experience in a sunset, but that beauty is really a
reflection â€” the sunset is not more than a mirror. Have you observed the fact that the same woman who is
beautiful today may not look beautiful tomorrow, or may even become a pain in the neck? Today you are
dying to get her, and tomorrow you will be dying to get rid of her! The beauty within you. And when you are
allowing the woman freedom to be herself, or the man the freedom to be himself, they function like a mirror.
The film is finished in only one reflection because it clings to the reflection. It is not a mirror. When people
are not possesive of each other they feel the beauty. The moment they are married things start becoming
difficult, because now possession comes in. And you always see what you want to see. When the woman was
not available to you, it was a challenge â€” and the greater the challenge, the more beautiful she was. But once
she is changed the challenge is lost, the beauty disappears. The greatest lovers are those who never met. Once
a psychoanalyst visited a madhouse, the suprintendent was showing him around. But do you see the picture he
is holding? So he has gone mad. In the next room, another man was trying to hit his head against the wall, and
two people were holding him back. The one who got the opportunity is trying to kill himself â€” but nobody
allows him to kill himself. He has become so much of a nuisance in the house that his family has put him into
the madhouse to be taken care of, because with anything he finds, he starts making an effort to kill himself; he
is so tortured by the same beautiful woman. It is not the fact, because the same is the problem with the
neighbour â€” when he sees your lawn, the grass is greener. But this is not true experience of beauty. There is
a part of me that blames the men for being negligent in that regard but at the same I think it was a missed
opportunity for black women. Instead of using that platform to craft an image of femininity they went for the
victim role and it suck.
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3: Black is beautiful - Wikipedia
Get this from a library! Killing rage: ending racism. [Bell Hooks] -- Twenty-three essays written from a black and feminist
perspective ; they consider the bitter difficulities of racism by envisioning a world without it.

Hair Alteration Practices Amongst Black Women and the Assumption of Self-Hatred Chanel Donaldson Both
academic research and popular culture often assume that Black women who alter their natural hair to make it
straight are practicing a form of self-hatred Banks, ; Thompson, In the United States, the White social
position holds the most power and has the most privilege; being White means being automatically associated
with positive characteristics, whereas being Black means being associated with negative characteristics. The
social hierarchy that places Whiteness at the top and Blackness at the bottom makes logical the assumption of
hair straightening as an attempt to associate oneself with Whiteness. However, it is erroneous to believe that
hair straightening is a reflection of self-hatred and an attempt to be White in all cases. To dismiss all hair
straightening practices as a form of self-hatred is an over-simplification that fails to take historical context and
culturally embedded motivations into consideration. In order to come closer to a more complete understanding
of the pervasiveness of hair alteration practices among Black women, five factors are addressed in this review:
The following review paper looked to explore these often-unrecognized alternative explanations for hair
alteration by asking: For what reasons, besides self-hatred, do Black women alter their natural hair? Slavery
and Internalization of White Standards of Beauty Slavery, racism, and White supremacy have had lasting
negative effects on Black identity. The devaluation of African physical features, including hair, came as a
result of being thrust into a cultural context where Blackness exists as the antithesis of beauty. A hierarchy
imposed on Blacks by slave masters privileged those with lighter skin, straighter features, and straighter hair
over those that reflected more African features Abdullah, ; Banks, ; Patton, ; Robinson, ; Thompson, As a
result, many Blacks developed a color complex, representing an intragroup preference for features that
minimize African ancestry Robinson, The implication of the color hierarchy imposed on slaves has been the
collective restructuring of Black beauty ideals to parallel White ideals, which do not include African-like
features. The internalization of White beauty standards is particularly problematic for Black women because it
acts as a barrier to attaining the ideal of femininity. The historically acknowledged picture of femininity in
American society â€” pale skin, long hair, and non-working â€” did not apply to most Black women Weathers,
Such practices allow Black women to come closer to, but still never actually attain, the type of beauty they
desire. Hair alteration is effective in transforming the Black woman into something that is simply adequate or
sufficient rather than beautiful Banks, Despite White beauty being something that is unattainable for Black
women Rock, , hair straightening techniques remain popular because they represent a chance to come a bit
closer to the ideal. Since neither texture nor length of natural Black hair conforms to the traditional picture of
American beauty, Black women must take drastic measures in order to come close to the dominant standards
Robinson, Not necessarily self-hatred nor a desire to be White, hair alteration is about working within
internalized beauty paradigms to attain one small piece of what society defines as beautiful. Media and
Advertisements The preference for straight hair that originated in the days of slavery is especially highlighted
in the media and advertisements. When thinking of Black female celebrities, it is a challenge to pick out any
that have kinky hair or at least celebrities that wear their hair in its naturally kinky form instead of altering it.
Straight hairstyles are also privileged in advertisements and Black hair magazines, with very few, if any,
showcased styles that do not require straightening Patton, ; Rock, Not unique to the Black community,
women and girls in all cultural groups draw upon images in the media to shape their definition of beauty.
Media messages that promote straight hair include Black magazines and Black manufacturers of beauty
products Abdullah, The absence of celebrity role models and images of women in advertisements with kinky
or natural hair subliminally links the natural image with non-beauty. If images of beautiful Black women with
natural hair are few and far between, it is easy to understand why many women and girls could feel pressure to
alter their own hair. Though hair alteration as a result of media and advertisements represents an emulation of
White characteristics, it is not a direct reflection of self-hatred. Assimilation and Economic Security The
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example of altering kinky hair to emulate a celebrity role model can make it seem that hair straightening is
always a free choice. However, in many cases the process is a social and economic necessity. In the
professional world, a Black woman with natural hair is often deemed unkempt and unemployable Abdullah, ;
Badillo, ; Rock, ; Thompson, In one highly publicized case, Cheryl Tatum, a year-old Hyatt cashier, was fired
for refusing to take out her braided hairstyle. Tatum had chosen to straighten her hair, she likely would not
have been fired. When the decision between conforming to the dominant standard of beauty through alteration
and remaining natural is also the decision between economic security and destitution, it is easy to see why
women submit to the pressure. Rather than an action reflecting self-hatred, hair alteration can be a means of
social and economic self-preservation. Easy Maintenance, Diversity in Styles, and Personal Choice Despite
the overwhelming and sometimes oppressive pressure, Black women can also have a personal preference for
straightening their hair. When Black women who alter their hair are asked why they choose to do so, the
overwhelming majority of women speak to the concepts of easy maintenance, diverse styles, and personal
choice Banks, ; Robinson, ; Rock, Put simply, many Black women feel that straight hair is more manageable
and easier to comb Banks, Women with kinky hair are often looking for a quick fix: Caring for natural hair
generally requires more effort and is more time consuming than caring for straightened hair. In cases where
women are motivated by easy maintenance, hair alteration makes hair styling quicker, easier, and in general
more convenient. Just like women who alter for convenience, some women have a personal preference to alter
their hair because they feel they can achieve a wider range of hairstyles. Arguably, kinky hair is more versatile
than other types due to its unique ability to hold creative styles such as twists, braids, and curls Robinson,
Still, Black women often feel that there is a wider range of possibilities for styles with straight hair. Such a
discrepancy is perhaps a result of the media bombarding women with images of straight hairstyles but not with
natural hairstyles, which could make straight hair seem more versatile than kinky hair. In addition to easy
maintenance and versatility, hair alteration can be a process of individual affirmation Weathers, The personal
choice ideology says that the decision to alter hair or leave it natural is a personal preference based on personal
desire Banks, Quite different from self-hatred, Black women may feel that their own hair alteration practices
are representative of a desire for convenience and an expression of personal style. Cultural Script Though
Black women articulate a personal desire for straight hair, it is important to acknowledge the larger cultural
script at play dictating the practice as a norm. Hair alteration amongst Black women is, in general, an
expectation; it is difficult to find a Black woman living in America who has never before relaxed her hair.
Like the three-year-old girl in the documentary, Black girls are coached from an early age about their hair.
Dominant standards of beauty are so thoroughly internalized that most feel like the option to leave their hair
natural does not even exist Banks, Messages from the media, the normalcy of the practice, and the hair
valuations of others mothers in particular help reinforce the concept that hair alteration is the only acceptable
hair practice. To be accepted, to be beautiful, and to be desirable, Black women are told to alter their natural
hair. As opposed to self-hatred, hair alteration embodies the mode of adherence to a strict and powerful
cultural norm. Limitations and Discussion The current literature suggests that women with natural hairstyles
are more likely to agree with the self-hatred theory, whereas those with altered hair are more likely to find
alternative explanations Banks, As a Black woman who alters her natural hair in order to make it straight, I
am aware of a potential personal bias, and would like to make the readers of this review aware of it as well.
Regardless of potential biases based on personal connection, this review provides numerous explanations
behind the popularity of hair alteration practices for Black women that counter the reductive assumption of
self-hatred. To dismiss all hair alteration by Black women as an expression of self-hatred is offensive,
judgmental, and a gross oversimplification because it fails to take into consideration the many culturally
embedded motivations of hair alteration. Most simply, the self-hatred theory reflects a general ignorance of
Black hair culture. Hair alteration takes place as a result of the combination of historical legacy, media images,
economic security, personal choice, an adherence to cultural norms, and many other factors that were too
numerous to quantify in this review. A more nuanced picture of Black hair culture and the motivations for
alteration informs our understanding of the unique and frequently overlooked identity struggles Black women
face at the intersection of race and gender. In acknowledging these struggles, hopefully we will get closer to
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eliminating them altogether. A diagnosis of psychological misorientation for women of African descent.
Journal of Black Psychology, 24 2 , Only my hairdresser knows for sure: Stories of race, hair and gender.
New York University Press. Untangling the roots of Black hair in America. African American women and
their struggles with beauty, body image, and hair. Howard Journal of Communications, 22 4 , Good hair
[Motion Picture]. Braided hair style at issue in protests over dress codes. The New York Times. Black women,
beauty, and hair as a matter of being. Sage, 8 1 ,
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4: Black is Beautiful Little Known Black History Fact | Black America Web
Revolutionary feminism: an anti-racist agenda: Teaching resistance: the racial politics of mass media: Black beauty and
Black power: internalized racism.

I have dark features, dark skin, dark hair, dark eyes, big nose and lips. And, I used to get made fun of because
of how I look. I did not talk to anybody because I did not think they would understand me. I tried to hurt
myself because I thought I was nothing. I thought I was worthless. Imagine a Future Figure 2. This film
focuses on a young black woman struggling with her belief that she is ugly and worthless because of her dark
skin and African facial features. The documentary invokes the s Black Is Beautiful social movement and its
important message of challenging prevalent colorism in black communities and racism in wider American
culture and it was created as an educational and supportive tool for young black girls struggling with
self-image and body dissatisfaction. The commodification of black musical cultures and the social movement
Black Is Beautiful is highlighted in contemporary popular culture. The media campaign attached to the
documentary uses language that critiques the domination of white beauty standards, and yet Procter and
Gamble sells hair-straightening products to women of color. If femininity is defined by the absence of
blackness, then the role the Black Is Beautiful movement played is one of the most significant anti-racist
challenges to the dominant white beauty, destabilizing its cultural power. The global popularity of hip- hop
and the musical aesthetic of black pride and black nationalism originate in the Black Is Beautiful youth
movements. Black Is Beautiful grew out of the Nation of Islam in the s and became a pop- ular national
movement in the s with the Black Power movement. The Civil Rights Movement, which created a
cross-generational coalition that included the younger members of the Black Power movement also known as
the Black Liberation Movement , sought to challenge not only racism but also colorism, which were consequences of European colonialism, slavery, and the prestige hierarchies that were prevalent within the black
and non-black communities. In Chapter 1, I argued that the Miss America beauty pageant sends out messages
about who is excluded from beauty and femininity, and that the global beauty standard it communicates is a
sexist and racist one. This beauty standard is endorsed and 32 The Global Beauty Industry For Promotional
Purposes Only - Not for Redistribution - propagated in popular culture by Hollywood film stars, youth-culture
icons, and celebrities. I will analyze her importance in global popular culture as a black entrepreneur and
musical artist who shapes global-youth-cultural trends and feminine ideals. The desire of girls and women to
achieve these ideals leads to dissatisfaction with their bodies and feelings of failure, shame, rejection, psychic
pain, and desire to self-harm. Black role models who validate white beauty ideals are sites of ambivalence, and
reinforce contradictory realities of living in a racist and sexist world. She comes to an understanding that there
are multiple definitions of beauty and that she has a choice to define beauty using differ- ent beauty aesthetics,
such as Afrocentric and Eurocentric. Dominant beauty standards in the US have positioned and continue to
position black girls and women as less beautiful, less feminine, and less human if they possess darker skin and
African hair texture and facial features. Black women, emboldened by the gains of the Civil Rights
Movement, rejected these beauty stand- ards, impacting black youth culture with a politicized feminist
consciousness. Maxine Leeds Craig Each day of their lives, black women rearticulate the meaning of black
racial identity as they position themselves in relations to culturally available images of black womanhood. In ,
she was arrested, imprisoned, and eventually acquitted after a massive interna- tional Free Angela Davis
campaign. Davis is a lifelong feminist activist, scholar, and continental philosopher, who began her activism
in the Black Liberation Movement in the s. She is one of the most respected public intellectuals because she
has consistently spoken out against systemic and interrelated forms of multiple oppressions arising out of
imperialism, colonialism, Black Is Beautiful 33 For Promotional Purposes Only - Not for Redistribution - and
global capitalism. Soul music like the blues came out of black experiences of suffering and of struggles for
emancipation, reconstruction, and full citizenship. Her song Mississippi Goddam, sung to Selma marchers in ,
protested lynching and the murder of blacks by white supremacists, and Black is the Color of My True Love
celebrated the success of the Black Is Beautiful protest. Don Cornelius, a black entrepreneur, who owned and
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presented Soul Train, also promoted cultural consumption of the Afrocentric lifestyle, selling black hair
products, clothing, fashion, and other products. This combination of politics and cultural commodification of
Black Is Beautiful youth culture was very profitable because black consciousness was being mar- keted as an
identity accessory. In the s, Tricia Rose Rose pointed out that rap and hip-hop culture provided an intergenerational bridge between young black women and men and black feminism. For Patricia Hill-Collins , the
pedagogies of black nationalism and black feminism are integral to hip-hop youth and popular cultures and are
part of Black Liberation struggles Kelley, , articulating black experiences resisting racism. In addition, an
analysis of her femininity and feminism can illuminate the imbrication of race, class, gender, and sexuality in
the construction of US national identity. The incorporation of Black Is Beautiful in a number of consumer
marketing campaigns illustrates an intentional misreading of the black feminist critique of capitalism,
patriarchy, homophobia, and cultural racism. Hip-hop feminism combines black feminist critique with the
potential of youth hip-hop culture to invite younger women and men into a feminist consciousness. The
History of Black Is Beautiful: Black-nationalism Consciousness and Feminism The origins of the Black Is
Beautiful movement can be traced to the idea of black self-determination and to the ideas of creating a
community. The Great Migration, the largest internal migration in US history, which occurred in â€”30 and
Black Is Beautiful 35 For Promotional Purposes Only - Not for Redistribution - â€”70, led blacks to cities like
Chicago, Detroit, Milwaukee, Philadelphia, and New York, and created black communities and the conditions
for a collective social movement to emerge Lemann, ; Frey, By the s, the Civil Rights Movement was a
coalition of many different networks of institutions comprising trade unions, churches, and cultural and social
groups. The aim of the movement was to end racial segregation, discrimination, and enforce voting rights. It
became nationally known due to a series of protests between and given television coverage , such as the
successful Montgomery bus boycott â€”6 in Alabama Chong, Martin Luther King, Jr, was one the best known
leaders of the Civil Rights Movement, which used a combination of strategies such as non-violent civil
disobedience as Mahatma Gandhi used in the Indian anti-colonial movement against the British empire and
Christian beliefs of loving the enemy to dismantle racial segregation. The Civil Rights Movement was
successful in ending de jure legal but not de facto actual racial segregation and obtaining voting rights.
However, the poverty and structural discriminations that the majority of urban blacks were facing did not
change. The Black Power Movement The emergence of the Black Power movement â€”75 occurred in the
social contexts of collective discontent of the black underclass, expressed in inner-city riots from onward
Wilson, ; Lemann, ; Inniss and Feagin, ; Van Deburg, ; Joseph, The Black Power movement charged the Civil
Rights leadership for letting down the masses of blacks suffering dire poverty and state racial violence. Black
leaders such as Huey Newton of the Black Panther Party, Stokely Carmichael of the Black Power movement,
and Malcolm X initially a member of the Nation of Islam and later founder of the Organization for African
Unity espoused black nationalism, separatism, and the necessity of using violence as a means of black
self-defense against racism. Malcolm X X, challenged assimilation into white cultural norms and resisted the
white paternalism of the liberal left and of the Christian organizations working within the civil-rights
institutional structure. The Black Power leaders drew their critique of cultural assimilation from thinkers like
W. Instead, they proposed black nationalism, racial solidarity, and economic autonomy. In the s and 70s, the
Black Power movement incited an unparalleled response among young blacks in rejecting racist white
ideology and Eurocentric beauty standards by the internalization of Black Is Beautiful, expressing a new racial
36 The Global Beauty Industry For Promotional Purposes Only - Not for Redistribution - consciousness. The
Harlem Renaissance Lewis, had inspired the black elites but now it was time to mobilize ordinary
working-class black folks. Black poets, writers, musicians, singers, and artists produced a new black cultural
aesthetic. They explored and rewrote African history and culture, challenging Eurocentric Western knowledge
production that characterized Africans as uncivilized, subhuman, and backward. In this way, blackness was
given a new meaning and a new symbolism to reconstruct black culture, ethnicity, and identity by mobilizing
historical knowledge. The aim of these freedom struggles was to generate a consciousness among African
slaves to become aware of themselves as a people, to form a collective identity based on their common
experiences. Thinkers in these social movements introduced the ideas of black nationalism and
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self-governance. Nationalism, as defined by Anthony Smith Nations as collectives have goals to create
national autonomy, unity, and identity. There are five important aspects to nations: The Decolonization
Movement W. Du Bois was one of the most influential black leaders, and a sociologist â€” , who thought
through ideas of black consciousness, nationalism, and identity in the context of American slavery and Jim
Crow segregations. He was also a member of a transnational solidarity movement, the Pan-African Congress,
an organization that met in London and Paris to devise racial solidarity against coloni- alism and imperialism.
In his book The Souls of Black Folk, written in , Du Bois portrayed the genius and humanity of the black race
to argue for full enfranchise- ment and racial quality. His book was a protest against the inhumanity of
lynching, Jim Crow laws, and discrimination in education and employment. He presented his insights into the
inner workings of the black psyche as a result of racial violence and segregation, and proposed that African
Americans had developed a unique identity Black Is Beautiful 37 For Promotional Purposes Only - Not for
Redistribution - shaped by processes of assimilation and separatism that created a double consciousness. He
proposed a new way of conceiving humanity from this double-consciousness perspective. They wrote about
the value of indigenous cultures, values, and beliefs in their literary, poetic, and philosophical writings, and
explored ideas of black humanism. In this sense, they were inspired by the creativity and cultural resistance of
the Harlem Renaissance cultural workers. They understood that a new transatlantic black consciousness
needed a revitalized culture and history that would free colonized people from white racialized thinking. The
idea of self-governance was also part of the decolonization movements â€” s of independent nations that
opposed European colonialism in many African and Asian countries and came together to form the first global
Afro-Asian conference, also known as the Bandung Conference, in , in Indonesia, to promote solidarity
through Afro-Asian economic and cultural cooperation. Mama, see the Negro! In articulating this account, he
examines the ways in which racism, 38 The Global Beauty Industry For Promotional Purposes Only - Not for
Redistribution - internalized by the colonized, produces an inferiority complex and can result in emulation of
whiteness. Non-violent student activism over a long period of time eventually brought ethnic-studies
departments into many universities, subverting dominant knowledge production and rewriting the history,
politics, and cultures of minority ethnic communities. Black women were organizing and leading the strikes,
labor unions, boycotts such as the bus boycott initiated by Rosa Parks, sit-ins, marches such as the March on
Washington, and other important civil-rights campaigns, as well as many community- based programs such as
free health programs and free breakfast programs for the Black Power movement. The black feminist movement not only grew out of these movements, it actually formed due to opposition and resistance to sexism and
racism within them. They and many other black feminists have developed black feminist thought as a radical
and revolutionary ideology from the first feminist statement produced in by the Combahee River Collective.
According to Derrick Aldridge Hip-hop and rap told painful stories of urban poverty and alienation from a
youth point of view, yearning for a better future. Aldridge explains that rap and hip-hop draw from many
black musical traditions such as spirituals, the blues, and the call-and-response style. Now, hip- hop
encompasses rap music, videos, fashion, dance, language, and films. The conflation of real-world problems
with authenticity, and blackness, is sold as part and parcel of hip-hop marketing strategy. In arguing for the
community empowerment of rap and hip-hop, Aldridge Tricia Rose chronicles the contribution of women to
the evolution of hip-hop culture, especially rap music. According to Patricia Hill-Collins , hip-hop is a new
racial formation which has the potential as a contradictory site of working-class youth-cultural resistance,
global capitalism, sexism and black feminist consciousness to challenge racism. Afro signified racial pride and
solidarity with Black Liberation movements. The black pride movement created cultural awareness of issues
of gendered colorism in black communities by challenging internalized racism. According to Maxine Leeds
Craig Front row, from left: The Denver Post via Getty Images. Craig, a US sociologist, provides an analysis
of black beauty parlors and interviews with individual women, and comes to an understanding of a direct link
between hair-straightening grooming practices and the desire for class mobility and middle-class
respectability. Gaines, pres- sured women into ideals of respectability. In addition, for many working women,
getting their hair straightened in beauty parlors also provided a much needed space of leisure and female
bonding. For Shirley Tate In the s, in social psychology, a belief that a racist environ- ment of segregation and
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inequality was psychologically damaging, causing low self-esteem in black children, was prevalent. This
Cultures of Poverty argument victimized blacks by focusing on broken black family structure and personality
dysfunction and played into the hands of conservatives and racists. In the late s, Robert Simmons challenged
black self-hatred theory by highlighting twelve different studies that used different self-esteem measures.
5: BODY DYSMORPHIC DISORDER AND BLACKNESS by Yolanda LP on Prezi
The phrase "Black is Beautiful" was originally said and promoted by John Sweat Rock in (Taylor). John Rock was a
dentist, physician, and a lawyer that felt that the internalized racism being practiced among the African-American
community needed to come to an educated end (Taylor).

6: â€œBlack is beautifulâ€• | Abagond
"Black is beautiful" was an attempt to begin the unbrainwashing, to undo the internalized, black-on-black racism.
Malcolm X in Harlem in We must recapture our heritage and our identity if we are ever to liberate ourselves from the
bonds of white supremacy.

7: When Whiteness is the Standard of Beauty - Sociological Images
In the s and 70s, the Black Power movement incited an unparalleled response among young blacks in rejecting racist
white ideology and Eurocentric beauty standards by the internalization of Black Is Beautiful, expressing a new racial 36
The Global Beauty Industry For Promotional Purposes Only - Not for Redistribution - consciousness. bell.

8: Black is Beautiful Anti_racist Aesthetic and Cultural Resistance | Meeta Rani Jha - www.enganchecuban
It was meant to dispel the stigma of internalized racism, which caused such things as "paper bag parties" in the black
community, where only those with a skin color lighter than a brown paper bag were permitted.

9: The theme of Race and Racism in The Bluest Eye from LitCharts | The creators of SparkNotes
Black is beautiful is a cultural movement that was started in the US in the s by African www.enganchecubano.com later
spread beyond the United States, most prominently in the writings of the Black Consciousness Movement of Steve Biko
in South Africa.
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