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1: African Americans in the Revolutionary War - Wikipedia
Black Heroes of the American Revolution (Odyssey Books) [Burke Davis] on www.enganchecubano.com *FREE*
shipping on qualifying offers. Crispus Attucks is known as the escaped slave whose freedom ended when he died in the
Boston Massacre.

Jul 5, at 8: Do you realize that every revolution was started by a minority? In the years preceding the
American Revolutionary War, only one third of the colonists yearned for independence from the tyrannical
rule of England. Once again, only a minority thought that their freedom was worth fighting and possibly dying
for. Now since I am among patriots, I would venture a guess that you probably knew that the founders were in
the minority. But did you know that some of the founders WERE minorities? Black men or African
Americans, if you prefer, helped the colonies gain their independence from England and found our great
nation. Now, I have to tell you that at the onset of the war, most blacks were slaves, and they were looking to
fight for whichever side would guarantee their freedom. When the call to arms was sounded, some slaves were
forced to serve in the place of their masters. There were a few free, wealthy blacks that were able to afford a
substitute. But there were blacks, slave and free, who believed in the vision of a new free nation. British
soldiers were sent to Boston to quell the growing unrest of the citizens, as there had been some recent protests
about unfair taxes. The colonists resented the soldiers walking their streets and they resented the two canons
aimed at the town hall, and after one of the British soldiers struck a youth, those folks were ready to rumble.
As the soldiers and townspeople took to the streets, Attucks led a group of colonists to confront the soldiers. A
fight ensued and Attucks was the first colonial to die at the hand of the British in what we know as the Boston
Massacre. Attucks, along with the four others colonists killed that day, was considered a martyr and was laid
in state for two days before being buried. The funeral was attended by the largest crowd known to have
assembled in North America. Peter Salem â€” born a slave, he bought his own freedom in In , 6 years later, he
left his family behind so that he could fight at Bunker Hill, Saratoga and Monmouth. Salem was responsible
for winning the Battle at Bunker Hill. British Major John Pitcairn ordered the colonists to surrender and Salem
responded with a shot that killed him. There was mass confusion among the Brits, and the Colonists were able
to take control of the field. Peter Salem performed so well in battle that 14 officers sent a petition to the
Massachusetts legislature asking them to give him commendations. Wentworth Cheswell â€” the son of a
notable and well-to-do homebuilder, was a respected leader by the age of 21 in his hometown in New
Hampshire. In he became the first black judge, and the first black man elected to public office in America.
Two years later he enlisted. Cheswell was one of the 30 or so armed men who went out one particular night to
warn of the movement of the British army. James Armistead â€” after getting consent from his master, served
as an intelligence agent for the Patriot Army. He befriended a young French general Marquis de Lafayette who
served under the command of Washington. Lafayette asked the year-old Armistead to become a spy. He
pretended to be a spy for the British, but all the while relayed information to Lafayette about the movement of
the British troops. His work and loyalty amazed General Lafayette, and he gave Armistead a letter of
commendation. Prince Estabrook â€” a slave, participated in the first battle of the American Revolutionary
War, the Battle of Lexington. He was the first to get into the fight and was wounded for the cause of freedom.
Prince Whipple â€” a slave who served at the Battles of Trenton and Saratoga. These two men, Whipple and
Cromwell, served with Washington and can be seen in the front of the boat in the famous picture of
Washington crossing the Delaware. Historical records show that 5, blacks fought for American Independence.
Even without the certainty of their futures, they understood that the risk of dying for freedom was better than
the guarantee of living under oppression. After the Civil War, the losers, the Democrats, were allowed to
re-write the history books. They knew that the best way to isolate blacks was to remove them from history.
But we conservatives are getting wiser and we are making some noise. Upcoming Events Sorry there are no
upcoming events Featured Video.
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2: Black Heroes and Founders of the Great American Revolution. Â« The IUSB Vision Weblog
Black Heroes of the American Revolution has 23 ratings and 7 reviews. Audra said: I have always known that my people
have contributed way more to this co.

Posted by iusbvision on January 24, By The Founders: The enslavement of black Americans was prominent,
not their contributions. We read about those slaves who joined the British Army to gain their freedom. Their
deeds were no less important than those of their white neighbors. They fought and died on the battlefields.
They road the countryside as couriers. The wrote in support of independence. The led their communities.
Below are some short biographies of some of these Black Founders and Patriots. This list is by no means
exhaustive, and quotes and pictures are not always available. Continental Army Many black men served as
soldiers in the American Revolution. The number is between 12, and 15, Some were slaves fighting for the
promise of freedom. They served in an integrated army, the last one until the Korean War. These men fought
in the very first Battles of Lexington and Concord all the way to the final major battle at Yorktown. They saw
action in every major engagement including Ticonderoga, Monmouth, and Princeton. They suffered at Valley
Forge and crossed the Delaware with Washington. Every colony except South Carolina and Georgia sent black
men with the white men to fight. In addition to the integrated units, there were also three all black units that
served: The latter unit took the ideas of liberty back to Haiti with them. Jack Arabus Jack Arabus was a slave
of a wealthy Connecticut merchant. As was common in those days, a person could pay someone to take their
place in the military. Arabus accepted the offer and found in the American Revolution. Arabus decided to take
matters into his own hand and ran away. He was not free for long. He was captured the next day and put in jail
in New Haven. His master sued for his return, but Arabus had a defender. The Yale educated lawyer,
Chauncey Goodrich, took on his case. The judge ruled that Arabus was free the moment he went to fight. The
agreement did not matter. He was from Dorchester, Massachusetts. Charles Bowles Bowles was born in
Boston in At the age of 14, Bowles enlisted in the Continental Army. Her served during the entire length of
the war. His first two years he spent in the service of an officer, but then reenlisted to fight. After the war, he
moved to New Hampshire and became a farmer. He might have been a servant. Burr was from the colony of
Connecticut. During the American Revolution, Burr ran away to join the British Army who was promising
freedom to slaves who enlisted. Burr was found by his master before he could enlist. His master offered him
his freedom if he would enlist in the Continental Army instead.
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By The Founders: For many years the actions of black men, women, and children in our nation's founding has been
largely ignored. The enslavement of black Americans was prominent, not their contributions.

But a number of women aided them in securing a victory over the British. Women played vital roles in the
Revolution, serving as soldiers, raising morale, and even spying on the enemy. After a short struggle with the
illness, Shurtlieff appeared near death. He wasâ€”and the doctor was in for a surprise. A dedicated patriot, she
was determined to join the Continental Army, and enlisted in the Fourth Massachusetts Regiment. Samson
took well to Army life. She was injured in battle several times, always refusing medical care for fear that her
secret would be discovered. Samson was not allowed to stay in the forces, but the Continental Army did
arrange an honorable discharge and enough money to get her home. She went on to lecture about her time in
the Army, and demanded back pay for her service. She got it in And in , Congress voted to grant her a
pension as a war veteran. When they learned of the Boston Tea Party, they burned their tea leaves on the town
common. The militia had formed, in part, because Wright had heard her British-sympathizing brother talk to a
friend about smuggling information from Canada to Boston. British forces led by Major General William
Tryon had landed on the coast of Connecticut and marched to Danbury, where they destroyed Continental
Army supplies. Colonel Ludington was being asked to gather his militia and march for Danbury, 25 miles
away. His eldest child, year-old Sybil, volunteered to rouse the militia. She rode out at 9 p. Each of the men
she woke gathered nearby militiamen and headed for the Ludington homestead, where the colonel was
waiting. She had to avoid bandits and British sympathizers on her route, but she returned home safely.
According to her descendants, one of these was Lydia Darragh, a Quaker woman whose home became a
meeting place for British officers. Family legend has it that she often hid in a closet adjoining the room the
officers met in, then smuggled word of their plans to her son, who served in the Revolutionary forces.
Sometimes she sewed the messages into button covers or hid them in needle books. If the stories are true, her
spying career saved the lives of thousands of Revolutionary soldiers, including General George Washington
himself. They would launch a surprise attack, they decided. Darragh overheard the plans, then concocted a lie
that she needed to purchase flour from a mill outside the city. She and her family later moved to Bordentown,
New Jersey, where she married a Quaker farmer. She began sculpting in wax to support herself. Wright and
her sister Rachel, who had also been widowed, opened waxworks houses in Manhattan and Philadelphia, but
Wright wanted more. After meeting Jane Mecom, the sister of Benjamin Franklin, she traveled to London,
where she quickly won over British high society with her artistic skills and plainspoken ways. She even had
the opportunity to meet King George and Queen Charlotte. Wright was a little too vocally supportive of the
Colonies, however. Once open warfare broke out, the higher-ups of London society began distancing
themselves from her, and she eventually retreated to Paris. She also fell out of favor with the Americans as
well, and the Founding Fathers stopped responding to her letters. She had seen regular violence throughout her
life, due to battles between the Cherokee people and white settlers or other Native American nations. In a
battle against the Creeks, she earned the title of Beloved Woman , giving her a leadership role among the
Cherokee. When her husband was killed in the skirmish, she picked up his rifle and led a rout of the enemy.
Among her duties as a Beloved Woman was watching over prisoners captured by the Cherokee in raids and
warfare. This would become key to her ability to help the Americans during the Revolutionary War. The
British took advantage of this, encouraging the Cherokee to attack American settlements. Some of the
Cherokee were against warfare, but others, tired of the encroaching American settlers taking more of their
land, were only too happy to fight. While Bean was with the Cherokee, the two women reportedly traded skills
such as making butter. Reed and her husband had entertained notables among the American cause, including
Washington himself. So when Reed learned that the soldiers in the Continental Army were hungry and in need
of good, warm clothing, she decided she would help. She gathered other political women, and they went door
to door in Philadelphia, asking for donations. Reed died suddenly of a fever in the fall of , but her friend Sarah
Franklin Bache, the daughter of Benjamin Franklin, took up the work. After more than years, her identity is
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still unknown. The intelligence she passed to the Culper ring was detailed when Andre was in New York, and
sparse when he was not. The fort at West Point, which Arnold had schemed to turn over to the British, was
saved. Andre was eventually hanged, but Arnold escaped capture and joined the British as planned. This is
where records become murky. According to one legend, Arnold turned over the names of several Patriot spies,
including Agent She was captured and held on a British prison ship , where she diedâ€”though not before
giving birth to a son, Robert Townsend Jr. While a number of women were held on the prison ships and the
Culper ring had several female members, none can be definitively identified as These camp followers, often
the wives or female relatives of soldiers, did laundry, mended clothing, cooked and took on other chores in
exchange for food and shelter. However, a few ventured out of the camps and onto the battlefield. Margaret
Corbin was one of them. In the fall of , they were stationed at Fort Washington, New York when the fort was
attacked by British troops. Without a pause, Corbin manned the cannon, firing it until she was struck by
grapeshot that mangled her chest and left arm. Corbin and Deborah Samson were the only women to receive
federal pensions for their service in the Revolution.
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Black Heroes of the American Revolution by Burke Davis documents some of the most known and unknown Black
heroes who fought in the American Revolution. Below are some short biographies about three prominent Black
Americans and units that supported both the British and the Patriots in battle.

Most of these people were slaves, but some were freemen. African Americans played a major role in the
Revolutionary War in different roles including patriots, soldiers, and even spies. Were there any African
American patriots? Many African Americans took up the cause against the British and became patriots. They
joined the local militias and some were members of the Sons of Liberty. Crispus was leading a protest against
taxes in the streets of Boston when he was killed by British soldiers in what became known as the Boston
Massacre. Crispus was the first man killed at the Boston Massacre and his death is often considered the first
casualty of the American Revolution. Which side did African Americans fight for? Just like the other
colonists, different African Americans had different loyalties. Some fought for Britain while others fought on
the side of the colonists. The British decided to take advantage of this and offered freedom to any black slaves
or indentured servants who joined their army. Were they allowed to join the Continental Army? The
Continental Army eventually started to accept free black soldiers in By , slaves were accepted as well, usually
with the promise of freedom when the war ended. Did they fight in separate regiments? For the most part,
black soldiers and white soldiers were integrated during the Revolutionary War. The 1st Rhode Island
Regiment, however, consisted of mostly black soldiers and was known as a black regiment. James Armistead
by John B. He fed the British false information and also provided important information to the Americans that
helped lead to victory at the Battle of Yorktown. Crispus Attucks - Attucks was the first patriot killed at the
Boston Massacre. Austin Dabney - Dabney fought for the Georgia Militia as an artilleryman. He was shot and
wounded at the Battle of Kettle Creek. Lambert Latham - Latham was a member of the Continental Army. He
was killed trying to defend his commander at the Battle of Groton Heights. After the War Most of the African
American men who fought in the war did receive their freedom as promised. However, they soon found out
that the "freedom and equality" they had fought for did not apply to African Americans. Slavery continued in
the United States for over 80 years after the Revolutionary War ended. Around 20, blacks worked for the
British Army. The British evacuated many of them to Nova Scotia in Canada after the war. Despite their help
during the war, the U. Congress passed a law in preventing African Americans from joining the military.
Blacks served as sailors for both the Continental Navy and the British Navy. Activities Take a ten question
quiz about this page. Listen to a recorded reading of this page: Your browser does not support the audio
element. Learn more about the Revolutionary War:
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5: ''Black Heroes of American Revolution'' by Burke Davis | Essay Example
Crispus Attucks is known as the escaped slave whose freedom ended when he died in the Boston Massacre, but there
are many other lesser-known black men and women who made enormous contributions to U.S. independence.

Famous African-Americans of the Revolutionary War written by: Less famous are the slaves and free blacks
that stood up in the middle of the 18th century who paved the way for the rest of history. While Patriots were
revolting, Abolitionists were pointing out the hypocrisy of slave-owners demanding independence. Blacks
took the opportunity to prove their courage, heroism, ingenuity and intelligence with their efforts at war and
reconstruction. Achievements on the battlefield, the courtroom and in business moved former slaves and
freemen closer to complete emancipation. African-Americans fought both for the Colonials and the Loyalists
in the war. In , Lord Dunmore, Governor of Virginia, offered freedom to any slaves willing to escape their
Loyalist masters and fight for the British. Hundreds joined Dunmore in Virginia while thousands escaped
across the south. This proclamation also galvanized rebel Americans against the Crown. After the war, Hull
moved to Stockbridge where he used his savings to become the largest black land owner. It was an honorary
title, since the British did not bestow such titles on men of African descent. After the British granted his
emancipation, Cornelius became one of the most feared guerrilla commanders in New Jersey, carrying out
raids against his former master and other colonials. He freed slaves, took prisoners and seized supplies for the
Crown. After the war he was granted his freedom. Prior to signing the peace treaty, the British compiled the
Book of Negroes, a list of former slaves to be set free for their war efforts. King was relocated to Nova Scotia
and eventually to Sierra Leone, where he was a fundamental minister and teacher in Freetown. King published
his autobiography in He spent most of his life working on whaling vessels, but was in Boston on one famous
day: March 5, , Attucks led a group of men with clubs to the Old State House to protest British occupation.
Soldiers responded to the clubs with gun-shots. Six Colonists were wounded and five died, including Attucks,
making him the first person to die in the American Revolution. He aggressively sought to end slavery in
Massachusetts. Working for years against Masonic prejudice in America and Britain, Hall eventually founded
African Lodge 1 in , providing a union for free black men across the new colonies. In his lifetime, however, he
never received acceptance from white Masons. Although the state did not officially make slavery illegal until
the Emancipation Proclamation, her case marked the informal end of slavery in Massachusetts and became
precedent in many cases to follow. He worked as a carpenter, farmer and fisherman until he could afford his
own farm near Dartmouth, Massachusetts, where he raised ten children. Paul was the seventh. Paul taught
himself to read and write. He learned about ships and sailing by talking with every sailor he encountered. He
began working on whaling and cargo ships at the age of In , he refused to pay taxes because he was not
allowed to vote. His petition to Bristol County was denied, but it led to legislation in allowing all free male
citizens to vote. Benjamin Banneker Son of a free African-American woman and a fugitive slave, Banneker
became an important self-taught astronomer and scientist. His almanacs of the stars and tides were sold
widely. Modeled after a pocket watch, his wooden clock kept time until after his death. He corresponded
regularly with Thomas Jefferson regarding racial equality. He took part in the boundary survey which
designated the land for the District of Columbia. Parks, schools and streets have been named after him in
Maryland and beyond. His numerous accomplishments have blossomed into a considerable mythology.
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Black heroes of the american revolution was an alright book. I only read it because I had to do a four page on it. Related
Searches. black american book. houghton.

Black Heroes of the American Revolutionâ€”and a Giveaway! Hochstetler George Washington by John
Trumbull with Will Lee in background, Black Americans served in the Revolution, as they have in every war
this country has been involved in. By the beginning of the war black men already had a long history of serving
in colonial militias, though they were often assigned to support duties like digging ditches. And in the spring
of , as opposition to Britain turned into a shooting war, a number of both slave and free black men fought
bravely at Lexington and Concord. General George Washington , however, like other slaveholders, opposed
recruiting blacks into the newly formed Continental Army , whether slave or free, fearing a slave uprising. Not
long after his appointment as commander in chief, he signed an order forbidding their recruitment in spite of
the valor of black soldiers like Poor. Hoping to divide the colonies on this issue, Lord Dunmore , the royal
governor of Virginia, promptly offered freedom to any escaped slave who joined the British forces, and
thousands of slaves grasped the opportunity. As a result Washington compromised by allowing blacks already
in the army to stay but prohibiting new enlistments. But as the war continued and the need for more soldiers
grew, he turned a blind eye to new enlistments, while still refusing to approve them. By the end of the war the
army was actively recruiting black soldiers, and some in the New England regiments rose to the rank of
colonel. Among them were many of the Indians and Blacks who lived in the New England seaport villages.
After the battle of Princeton a week later, a free black soldier named Primus Hall reportedly tracked down and
captured several British soldiers single-handedly. Washington Crossing the Delaware by Emanuel Leutze
During the terrible winter of at Valley Forge , with soldiers dying of starvation and exposure and deserting in
droves, Congress turned to the states to supply more troops. Faced with the reality that their required quota
was higher than the number of available white men in the state, the Rhode Island legislature not only promised
to free all black, mulatto, and Indian slaves who enlisted, but also offered to compensate their owners for
freeing them. By now Washington was so desperate for men that he agreed to the proposal. Charles Cornwallis
surrendered at Yorktown. During the battle of Newport, Rhode Island , in , the regiment repelled three fierce
Hessian assaults, fighting so fearlessly and inflicting so many casualties on the Hessian mercenaries that one
of their officers resigned his commission rather than lead his men to certain slaughter against them. Black
soldiers served in almost every unit and every battle from Concord to Yorktown. Throughout the rest of the
army, however, black soldiers fought, drilled, marched, ate, and slept with their white comrades and shared
hardships equally. When the war ended, some black soldiers like those in the 1st Rhode Island returned to new
lives as freemen. Others, however, returned to slavery. While a few were eventually freed, many who served
as substitutes for their masters ended up fighting for freedom they would never receive. But all of these black
heroes were forgotten over time. The new Congress passed laws forbidding blacks to serve in the military, and
by the time it got around to offering pensions to the veterans of the Revolution, most of the black men who
served had died. Watercolor of 1st Rhode Island Regiment at Yorktown with black infantryman at left, Today
the heroism of black soldiers in the Revolution is finally being remembered and celebrated. These men
stepped up at a time when our country desperately needed all the fighting men it could get, and they performed
with heroism and honor equal to that of any white soldier for little, if any, reward. How much did you know
about black soldiers in the Revolution before reading this article? Do you recall learning anything about black
Revolutionary War heroes when you were in school? Hochstetler is the daughter of Mennonite farmers and a
lifelong student of history. She is also an author, editor, and publisher. Her American Patriot Series is the only
comprehensive historical fiction series on the American Revolution.
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Units from Connecticut and New Jersey also had high rates of black enlistment. Black soldiers served in almost every
unit and every battle from Concord to Yorktown. During the Revolution the United States Army was the most integrated
it would be until the Korean War. The 1st Rhode Island was the.

Engraving of Crispus Attucks being shot during the Boston Massacre. John Bufford after William L. At the
time of the American Revolution, some blacks had already enlisted as Minutemen. Both free and enslaved
Africans had served in private militias, especially in the North, defending their villages against attacks by
Native Americans. They were under orders to become activated if the British troops in Boston took the
offensive. Peter Salem , who had been freed by his owner to join the Framingham militia, was one of the
blacks in the military. He served for seven years. In the Revolutionary War, slave owners often let their slaves
enlist in the war with promises of freedom, but many were put back into slavery after the conclusion of the
war. Prince Estabrook was wounded some time during the fighting on 19 April, probably at Lexington. Many
African Americans, both enslaved and free, wanted to join with the Patriots. They believed that they would
achieve freedom or expand their civil rights. American states had to meet quotas of troops for the new
Continental Army , and New England regiments recruited black slaves by promising freedom to those who
served in the Continental Army. During the course of the war, about one-fifth of the northern army was black.
Even southern colonies, which worried about putting guns into the hands of slaves for the army, had no
qualms about using blacks to pilot vessels and to handle the ammunition on ships. In state navies, some
African Americans served as captains: South Carolina had significant numbers of black captains. There were
many in the war. Patriot resistance to using African Americans[ edit ] Revolutionary leaders began to be
fearful of using blacks in the armed forces. They were afraid that slaves who were armed would rise against
them. Slave owners became concerned that military service would eventually free their people. The action was
adopted by the Continental Congress when they took over the Patriot Army. But Horatio Gates in July issued
an order to recruiters, ordering them not to enroll "any deserter from the Ministerial army, nor any stroller,
negro or vagabond. African-American Loyalists in British military service[ edit ] Main article: Black Loyalist
The British regular army had some fears that, if armed, blacks would start slave rebellions. Trying to placate
southern planters, the British used African Americans as laborers, skilled workers , foragers and spies. It was
not until the final months of the war, when manpower was low, that loyalists used blacks to fight for Britain in
the South. In October , about Black Loyalist soldiers assisted the British in successfully defending Savannah
against a joint French and rebel American attack. On November 7, , he issued a proclamation: Sewn on the
breast of the uniform was the inscription "Liberty to Slaves". The Ethiopian unit was used most frequently in
the South, where the African population was oppressed to the breaking point. Congress in agreed with
Washington and authorized re-enlistment of free blacks who had already served. Patriots in South Carolina
and Georgia resisted enlisting slaves as armed soldiers. African Americans from northern units were generally
assigned to fight in southern battles. In some Southern states, southern black slaves substituted for their
masters in Patriot service. On February 14, , the Rhode Island Assembly voted to allow the enlistment of
"every able-bodied negro, mulatto, or Indian man slave" who chose to do so, and that "every slave so enlisting
shall, upon his passing muster before Colonel Christopher Greene , be immediately discharged from the
service of his master or mistress, and be absolutely free A total of 88 slaves enlisted in the regiment over the
next four months, joined by some free blacks. The regiment eventually totaled about men; probably fewer than
were blacks. The regiment played a fairly minor but still-praised role in the battle. Its casualties were three
killed, nine wounded, and eleven missing. In , Greene and several of his black soldiers were killed in a
skirmish with Loyalists. About blacks in Savannah did not evacuate, fearing that they would be re-enslaved.
They established a colony in the swamps of the Savannah River. By , many were back in bondage. The British
evacuation of Charleston in December included many Loyalists and more than 5, blacks. More than half of
these were slaves held by the Loyalists; they were taken by their masters for resettlement in the West Indies,
where the Loyalists started or bought plantations. The British also settled freed slaves in Jamaica and other
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West Indian islands, eventually granting them land. Another slaves were taken to east Florida , which
remained under British control. In New York City, which the British occupied, thousands of refugee slaves
had migrated there to gain freedom. The British created a registry of escaped slaves, called the Book of
Negroes. The registry included details of their enslavement, escape, and service to the British. If accepted, the
former slave received a certificate entitling transport out of New York. By the time the Book of Negroes was
closed, it had the names of men, women, and children, who were resettled in Nova Scotia. They were known
in Canada as Black Loyalists. Sixty-five percent of those evacuated were from the South. About former slaves
were taken to London with British forces as free people. Supporters in England organized to establish a colony
in West Africa for the resettlement of Poor Blacks of London, most of whom were former American slaves.
Freetown was the first settlement established of what became the colony of Sierra Leone. Black Loyalists in
Nova Scotia were also asked if they wanted to relocate. Many chose to go to Africa, and on January 15, , 1,
blacks left Halifax for West Africa and a new life. Later the African colony was supplemented by
Afro-Caribbean maroons transported by the British from Jamaica, as well as Africans who were liberated by
the British in their intervention in the Atlantic slave trade, after Britain prohibited it in The African-American
Patriots who served the Continental Army, found that the postwar military held no rewards for them. It was
much reduced in size, and state legislatures such as Connecticut and Massachusetts in and , respectively,
banned all blacks, free or slave, from military service. Southern states also banned all slaves from their
militias. North Carolina was among the states that allowed free people of color to serve in their militias and
bear arms until the s. In , the United States Congress formally excluded African Americans from military
service, allowing only "free able-bodied white male citizens" to serve. That demonstrated that they were
considered citizens not only of their states but of the United States. Some owners reneged on their promises to
free them after their service in the military. Some African-American descendants of Revolutionary war
veterans have documented their lineage. Pierce , as examples, have joined the Sons of the American
Revolution based on documenting male lines of ancestors who served. In the first two decades following the
Revolution, northern states abolished slavery, some by a gradual method. In the US as a whole, by the number
of free blacks reached ,, or By , 75 percent of all African Americans in the North were free. By , virtually all
African Americans in the North were free. In addition, in this period Methodist, Baptist and Quaker preachers
also urged manumission. The proportion of free blacks in the Upper South increased markedly, from less than
1 percent of all blacks to more than 10 percent, even as the number of slaves was increasing overall. After that
period, few slaves were freed. The invention of the cotton gin made cultivation of short-staple cotton
profitable, and the Deep South was developed for this product. This drove up the demand for slaves in that
developing area, creating a demand for more than one million slaves to be transported to the Deep South in the
domestic slave trade. He is a slave who fights in the war in place of his master. After serving a year in the
Continental Army, he becomes a free man and continues to serve with the militia until the end of the war. The
young adult novel, Forge, by Laurie Halse Anderson , follows a teenage African-American youth who escaped
from slavery to join the war.
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Discusses seven black colonialists who fought the British in the American War of Independence: Caesar Tarrant,
Deborah Gannett, Samuel Charlton, Austin Dabney, Henry Christophe (ultimately Emperor of Haiti), James Armistead,
and James Robinson. Reprinted from "Black Heroes of the American Revolution.

Doctor Selig received his Ph. Recipient of many awards and grants, his articles have appeared in American
Heritage, Colonial Williamsburg where this work first appeared in Summer , Military History Quarterly,
William and Mary Quarterly, and others. He is available to lecture on the present topic. He may be contacted
by clicking on his name above, or visit Dr. John Murray, fourth Earl of Dunmore, the last royal governor of
Virginia, in April expressed his conviction to Lord Dartmouth, Bntish secretary of state for the colonies, that
"in case of a War" the slaves, "attached by no tye to their Master or to the Country" would "join the first that
would encourage them to revenge themselves by which means a Conquest of this Country would inevitably be
effected in a very short time. The early s were a period of slave unrest in Virginia, prompting the city of
Williamsburg to establish a night watch in July to apprehend "disorderly People, Slaves as well as others.
James Somersett, a slave taken to England by his master Charles Steuart, had run away. Recaptured and in
chains in the hull of a ship bound for Jamaica, he sued for his freedom. But that was immaterial to American
slaves. Dunmore could argue that since the colonists were clamoring for English law, they could get a taste of
it, Somersett and all. The slaves, on the other hand, considered the government in London and its local
representatives to be sympathetic to their cause, and they were only waiting for the sign to take up arms to
"reduce the refractory people of this Colony to obedience. When Virginia threatened to erupt in open violence,
Dunmore backed down. Forced to pay restitution for the powder, Dunmore lost his temper in front of the town
leaders. William Pasteur heard the governor say that he would "declare freedom to the slaves and reduce the
City of Williamsburg to ashes. The Virginia Convention quickly assured the governor of his own personal
safety but expressed its extreme displeasure of this "most diabolical" scheme "meditated, and generally
recommended, by a Person of great Influence, to offer Freedom to our slaves, and turn them against their
Masters. His ranks reduced to some soldiers, sailors, and loyalists, he let it be known that he welcomed
supporters of any skin color. Dunmore invited only those slaves to his banner who were owned by rebels, and
of those, only males could bear arms. The response was overwhelming. After losing 17 killed and 49
wounded, he retreated to his fleet. The Virginia Convention decreed death to "all Negro or other Slaves,
conspiring to rebel or make insurrection. To set an example, 32 black runaways taken at Great Bridge were
ordered sold in the Caribbean in January Despite a fever epidemic and reports of "Hungry bellies, naked
backs, and no fuel On March 30, , Dunmore informed Lord Germain: The former goes on very slowly, but the
latter very well. When he left Virginia for good on August 7, only about were still alive; all others had died of
fevers. Once Dunmore had cast anchor in New York seven days later, the regiment was dissolved, and the
former soldiers left to fend for themselves. Sir William Howe, who had replaced Gage in September , was
personally opposed to their use and dismissed blacks wherever he could find them. Provincial forces wore
ordered to "be put on the most Respectable Footing [and] all Negroes, Molattoes and other Improper Persons
who have been admitted into these Corps be immediately discharged. It is hard to estimate how many free
blacks and slaves served in the Royal Army, but whatever the number; it is only a fraction of those who were
willing to wear red coats-if only the British had let them. It is not that the blacks were necessarily pro-British;
first and foremost they were pro-black, prepared to support the side that held out the greatest hope for them to
improve their lot. But freedom, the price for black help in the war, was a price neither the British nor their
loyalist allies were prepared to pay. As black soldiers were becoming a rarity in the British army, their
numbers were increasing on the American side. When Congress instructed the states in September to raise 88
infantry battalions, few African-Americans were left in the Continental Army. Southern opposition had
resulted in the exclusion of most black men. However, the realities of war forced Congress and the states to
reevaluate their policies. Despite bonuses and bounties, recruits were slow to sign up. To bring the Continental
Army up to strength, Congress ordered the states in January to fill their units "by drafts, from their militia, or
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in any other way. The Militia Act of the summer of had required that "all free male persons, hired servants,
and apprentices between the ages of 16 and 50 years. The militia usually served short-term and hardly ever
outside state boundaries. The Continental Army wanted long-term soldiers who served wherever needed, an
unappealing prospect for Virginians at a time of heightened slave unrest and the threat of wholesale desertion
of their black property to the British. The lottery-based draft law enacted in May greatly increased the number
of blacks in the Virginia Line. Free blacks were the first to be called up, as Virginia tightened the enforcement
of the draft. Very few free blacks were as wealthy as James Harris of Charles City County, who was able to
afford a substitute to fight in his place in ; most had no choice but to join up. But slave owners could afford
substitutes and, when faced with a draft notice, many a master presented a slave to the recruiting officer for a
freeman and a substitute. Many a runaway told the nearest recruiter that he was a freeman, anxious to fight.
More often than not, he was accepted without too many questions; the army was always short of men. General
Washington himself had opened the door for African-Americans in his general orders of January 12, , in which
he instructed recruiters to "enlist none but Freemen," the implication being that the recruit could be black just
as long as he was free. To put an end to such unpatriotic behavior on the part of some masters and to stop the
self-emancipation of slaves, the Virginia Legislature amended the Militia Law in June by "forbidding any
recruiting officers within this Commonwealth to enlist any negro or mulatto into the service of this, or either
of the United States, until such Negro shall produce a certificate When the Steuben-trained army proved its
mettle at Monmouth in June, about blacks fought side-by-side with whites. Eight weeks later, an army report
listed blacks in the Continental Army, including Blacks in the Virginia Line. In May Charleston fell, and most
of the Virginia Line were taken prisoners. The military situation was serious enough that a debate concerning
the arming of slaves began in the new capital of Richmond. There was ample precedence for such a step. In
October an all black unit, the 2nd Company, 4th Connecticut Regiment , was formed. That company, some 48
black privates and NCOs under four white officers, existed until November Over the next five years former
slave and freedmen served in the 1st Rhode Island Regiment. Similar to Rhode Island, the state bought and
emancipated slaves willing to become soldiers. In October , even Maryland accepted "any able-bodied slave
between 16 and 40 years of age, who voluntarily enters into service. The slave bonus would be raised by a
special tax on planters who owned more than 20 slaves. Observed a Hessian officer: Facing manpower
shortages as severe as those of the British, they quickly tapped the labor pool of runaways. Hundreds served as
laborers or servants, but the Germans readily put blacks in uniform as well. Many were very young, mere
children of 11, 12, 13 years, who served as drummers and fifers, freeing up older, taller whites for service with
the musket. Hessian records from to show 83 black drummers as well as 3 fifers. On the eve of departure for
Europe, the Hessians discharged some two dozen black men who wanted to stay in America. About 30
soldiers plus an unknown number of officer servants not on regimental rosters, some with their wives and
children, crossed the Atlantic for Cassel, where they arrived in late A contingent of Brunswick troops under
Baron Friedrich Adolf von Riedesel that had been captured at Saratoga spent four years as part of the
Convention Army interned around Charlottesville. In February the exchanged Baron Riedesel encouraged his
officers to recruit black soldiers from among the refugees in New York. In France, Africans had served in the
armed forces since the late 17th century. Jean-Baptiste Pandoua from Madagascar, who had joined the
Bourbonnais regiment as a musician in He deserted in June , while his regiment was quartered in Virginia.
Unlike other participants in the war; the French did not, could not, recruit American blacks. After all, they had
come to aid the Americans, not to steal their property. Baron Closen, a German officer in the French Royal
Deux-Ponts, estimated the American army to be about one fourth black, about 1, , men out of less than 6,
Continentals! On the eve of its decisive victory over Lord Cornwallis, the Continental Army had reached a
degree of integration it would not achieve again for another years. Among the troops at White Plains was the
Rhode Island Regiment the two bataillons had been consolidated on 1 January with its high percentage of
African-Americans, which Closen considered the best American unit: In July it was off for Virginia, where the
Marquis de Lafayette had been shadowing Cornwallis for months. His success in avoiding the earl was due
partly to James Armistead portrait at left shows Armistead in later life , the slave of William Armistead of
New Kent County. Born around , the young black man had approached Lafayette in Williamsburg or during
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the journey to Annapolis, where he arrived on April 3, Armistead had permission from his master to serve
with the marquis as a servant. But Lafayette had other plans for him: Though Lafayette had to inform
Washington on July 31 that "His lordship is So Shy of His papers that My Honest friend Says He Cannot get
at them," the written and oral reports of the unlikely double agent kept the allies apprised of British plans. On
August 25, Lafayette could report that Cornwallis had begun "fortifing at York. The soldiers were among the
4, men who dug the first parallel on the evening of October 6 about yards from the enemy. They were in the
trenches on the 9th, when the first American artillery shells hit Yorktown. And they were in the trenches again
on the night of the 15th, when Lord Cornwallis made his only serious sortie against the Franco-American
siege lines. Two days later, surrender negotiations began; in the early afternoon of the 19th the defeated
British army and German allies laid down their arms. Yorktown lay in ruins. Death and destruction were
everywhere. They all had fought each other at Yorktown. Among the survivors, a few black Hessians made it
to Germany, and a smaller number was spirited away by the French. Black patriots numbering some 5,,
including about black Virginians, soon went home, too. In , Virginia had passed a law permitting manumission
with the stipulation that former owners remain responsible for manumitted slaves unable to support
themselves. Between and , about 1, slaves, undoubtedly including some who had fought for their masters,
were manumitted by them. In the fall of , the Assembly passed a bill condemning owners who "contrary to
principles of justice and to their own solemn promise" kept their soldier substitutes as slaves. They were freed
by legislative decree with instructions to the attorney general of Virginia to act on behalf of any former slave
held in servitude despite his enlistment. But if the number of slaves freed by the legislature as a reward for
nonmilitary service is any indication, they were few. Eight slaves are known to have been granted freedom by
the legislature for service in the Revolutionary War. When Cornwallis paid a courtesy call on the marquis, he
was surprised to encounter a black man there he considered to be in his pay.
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9: The Revolution's Black Soldiers
The American Revolution was a time not only for the Colonists to gain freedom from the British, but for
African-Americans to gain freedom from slavery. While Patriots were revolting, Abolitionists were pointing out the
hypocrisy of slave-owners demanding independence.

His hobbies included tailoring clothes, enjoying spiritual nature hikes, and taking unarmed solo expeditions
deep into dangerous Indian territories. He just wanted to learn about the natives while spreading a message of
brotherly love. As he gained respect for the neighboring tribesmen, he began to feel a bit conflicted on the
matter of human rights, particularly in regards to slavery. For around 20 years, he traveled throughout the
coloniesâ€”and even back to Englandâ€”gently advocating against slavery to members of his religion. Even
those who disagreed with him found comfort in his peaceful, serene nature, andâ€”because he was never
accusatory, always patientâ€”he managed to convince a number of people of the error of their ways. By the
age of 23, she was writing and publishing under the guise of a man, encouraging her fellow females to get
educated and involve themselves in their communities. Today, she is recognized as the first woman to
self-publish a bookâ€” The Gleaner â€”and as the very first American to have a play produced in Boston The
Traveller Returned. He showed up alone on a beach in Virginia at the very young age of four. Upon arrival in
the colonies, he was taken in by Judge Anthony Winston. Winston took him home to be raised on his
plantation, where Francisco grew into a very passionate revolutionary. At 16, he enlisted in the army and
immediately joined the fight for independence. In , he was one of 3, rebel troops facing an enormous British
offensive in the Carolinas. According to popular legend, even when he knew all was lost, Francisco
single-handedly carried a kilogram 1, lb cannon that had been abandoned by the British over to a group of
rebel soldiers, who proceeded to use it in the fight. Stopping to rest beneath a tree, Francisco was approached
by two British cavalrymen. He held up his musket in surrender, and as the men drew nearer to take it from
him, he hit one of them forcefully enough to knock him from his horse, stabbing his bayonet through the other
cavalryman at the same time. He then took one of their horses, as well as a sword, and galloped away. While
her husband, a lieutenant in the Georgia militia, was off fighting the British, she remained at home to tend to
the children and farmhouseâ€”and spy on the Redcoats. Her defiance knew no bounds, as evidenced by one
group of six Tory men who met their match when they made the mistake of messing with Mrs. Nancy opened
some bottles of wine and secretly sent one of her daughters out the back door to blow a conch shell and alarm
the neighbors of the unwanted guests in her cabin. As the Tories grew progressively drunk, Nancy began
passing their weapons to her daughter in the backyard through a hole in the chink of her cabin. When the
Tories realized what she was up to, she went on the defensive and held them at gunpoint with one of their own
weapons, shooting one Tory who decided not to keep his distance from her. Her husband arrived shortly
afterâ€”he wanted to shoot them all, but she insisted they be hanged. Ballard herself had to deal with a number
of grievances, including ignorance from male doctors. During one childbirth, Martha watched with annoyance
while a young, inexperienced doctor administered opium to the mother, and then walked away, leaving Martha
to wait for the drug to wear off before delivering the babyâ€” which she did , without complications. Martha
also wrote about the deaths of some of her own children, instances of domestic abuse in her community, and
the pressure to run a household while pursuing her livelihood in midwifery which sometimes meant traveling
miles in inclement weather, through the backwoods of Maine , by herself. In the late s, Middleton established
the Boston African Benevolent Society, which acted as a social services organization, providing jobs and
homes to the needy in his community. He was also an active anti-slavery campaigner. For these contributions
to his community, Middleton has been heralded as a champion of social justice in the colonial era. His
unconventional living arrangements have also made him a hero to the queer community. According to The
History Project, Middleton built and inhabited a house with a close male friend by the name of Louis Glapion.
They lived together for many years until Glapion married. Even then, they just split the house in two, with the
Glapions living in one half and Middleton in the other. Their house was quite a happening place, actually. He
was one of the wealthiest men in colonial America, though this powerful position did not persuade him to deal
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cruelly with the neighboring Native Americans, as so many of his fellow colonists did. Johnson attempted to
bridge the gap between colonists and natives by educating the Native Americans on aspects of European
culture. After his wife died, he married a Mohawk woman, and when she followed his first wife in death, he
married another. When the French and Indian War broke out in the Ohio River Valley, Johnson, by that time a
major-general, led colonial and native forces to several significant victories, all while maintaining the support
of the venerable Iroquois Confederacy. Dicey was the daughter of a South Carolina Whig who found himself
sought after by the Bloody Scouts, a gang of violent Tories. The Tories suspected that Mr. Incidentally, the
Tories were spot on. Dicey received word that the Bloody Scouts planned to attack a group of Whigs,
including her three brothers, at a place called Little Eden, about 8 kilometers 5 mi from her home. Not trusting
anyone else with the information, and apparently undaunted by the bloodthirsty mob of men after her family,
Dicey set out in the dead of night and traversed a raging river to warn her brothers of the ensuing attack. They
were able to clear out the town quickly, and by the time the Bloody Scouts arrived in the morning, there was
nobody to attack. Dicey returned home only to find her father in another precarious situation: The Bloody
Scouts, enraged about their revealed attack, assumed Mr. Langston had been in on it. According to sources,
this act of valor shook the Bloody Scouts to the point of respect, and they left peacefully. When the anxiously
awaited supply ships pulled into port, the colonists were angry to discover that they were accompanied by an
armed British ship called the Margaretta. The Margaretta, under the direction of Lieutenant Moore, was to be
loaded with lumber and taken back to Boston to build quarters for the Redcoats. Understandably, the colonists
were outraged at this. Their original plan, to hijack the ships and kidnap the captain and lieutenant, backfired
when the British sensed their hostility and hightailed it for the ocean. Armed with pitchforks, axes, guns, and
swords, and using planks to protect themselves from British cannon, the colonists chased down the
Margaretta, finally slamming into and boarding the schooner to engage in hand-to-hand combat with the
British on board. The captain was killed, and the British were defeated in this first sea engagement of the
Revolutionary War. Somehow, in the mix of this, she cultivated a unique skillset for her age and gender:
When the Revolutionary War broke out, Betsy collaborated with a local blacksmith to refurbish old firearms
for use against the British. Betsy is known to have refitted a number of cannons, matchlocks, and muskets, as
well as forging the corresponding ammunition for these firearms. She also spent much of her time healing the
battlefield wounded, gaining bedside experience and sharpening her medical skills. She carried this expertise
into her golden years, where she continued to practice medicine and was one of the pioneers of the smallpox
inoculation.
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