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Written by Rohan Maitzen on December 19, â€” 4 Comments Gradually the magic of the island settled over
us as gently and clingingly as pollen. Each day had a tranquility, a timelessness about it, so that you wished it
would never end. Reading it in between our other obligations and distractions had been, as someone said, like
slipping away on vacation, just for a while, to a place full of sunshine and laughter and, of course, amazing if
often disconcertingly anthropomorphized animals. When I mentioned I was reading it, a number of my friends
responded enthusiastically that it had been one of their favorite books as children, which at first I found a bit
puzzling: The moon rose above the mountains, turned the lilies to silver except where the flickering flames
illuminated them with a flush of pink. The tiny ripples sped over the moonlit sea and breathed with relief as
they reached the shore at last. Owls started to chime in the trees, and in the gloomy shadows fireflies gleamed
as they flew, their jade-green, misty lights pulsing on and off. The inhabitants of the wall were a mixed lot,
and they were divided into day and night workers, the hunters and the hunted. At night the hunters were the
toads that lived among the brambles, and the geckos, pale, translucent with bulging eyes, that lived in the
cracks higher up the wall. When the last glow-worm had dragged his frosty emerald lantern to bed over the
hills of moss, and the sun rose, the wall was taken over by the next set of inhabitants. Here it was more
difficult to differentiate between the prey and the predators, for everything seemed to feed indiscriminately off
everything else. Thus the hunting wasps searched out caterpillars and spiders; the spiders hunted for flies; the
dragon-flies, big, brittle, and hunting-pink, fed off the spiders and the flies; and the swift, light and
multi-coloured wall lizards fed off everything else. Maybe the appeal lies in the imaginative way he brings
these communities to life, giving the players so much character and purpose: Another would be its humor: His
speed and weight told, for he crashed into the mantis and made her reel, and grabbed the underside of her
thorax in his jaws. They rustled and staggered across the ceiling and down the wall, each seeking to gain some
advantage. Then there was a pause while the contestants had a rest and prepared for the second round, without
either losing their grips. We were also surprised that, at the end, Gerald took his collection of animal friends
with him back to England â€” we had all expected he would set them free. One of the group said that this
brought home to her one way in which the memoir seemed somewhat dated: We wondered more about the
absence of any shadows of impending war: Is this, too, part of a determination the book will be bathed in
childlike innocence â€” and is that resolution one of the reasons it reads like such a lovely escape from reality?
It would certainly be a very different book if it let history or politics, or even adulthood, play a larger role. As
it is, it has a combination of buoyancy and beauty that we all found irresistible. Elizabeth December 19, at It
was a very different story, though the scenery was lovely. Rohan December 20, at 2: It definitely had a less
bucolic air to it! I did enjoy it, though â€” not least for the scenery, as you say. Liz Mc2 December 19, at I
bought a copy for my own children, neither of whom ever showed interest in it the fate of so many of the
childhood favorites I hoped to share. Some bits show their age, but I am still enjoying it very much, so thanks
for that! We too thought it seemed dated, though it was hard to explain quite why:
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Common wisdom says family viewing is over: Yet The Durrells, back for a third series, is sunnily bucking the
trend. The show, set on Corfu and starring Keeley Hawes as the mother of naturalist and author Gerald Durrell
and novelist Lawrence Durrell , is one of a small group of television hits that have re-established cosy evening
dramas that can still appeal across the generations. The first series of the surprise ITV ratings success won
eight million viewers, while the second was close behind. Like other gently comic dramas such as Doc Martin,
Death in Paradise and Call the Midwife, The Durrells is reviving a forgotten age, one when families sat on the
sofa together on a Sunday evening to be jointly amused or moved. Now the two actors who play the
lesser-known Durrell children â€” second son Leslie and daughter Margo â€” are also in demand, thanks to
their clever portrayals of two English eccentrics. Daisy Waterstone, 23, will take an year-old Margo through a
love affair in this third series. It is The Durrells, however, that has boosted her career. But I am flattered,
because she is such a great character. She is made of steel and yet with so many flaws. A fourth series is in
preparation but has not yet been confirmed by ITV. She has surpassed me in her maturity now, which is
interesting. Notes of real pain and difficulty are sometimes sounded in his dialogue. None of the others even
went to his funeral. Woodhouse, who trained at Lamda, is now writing a comic television series with a group
of fellow former students as well as auditioning for serious roles. I am never trying to make anyone laugh. I
hope we portray the family as they would be, with a lot of bickering and arguments. Although Woodhouse had
not heard of My Family and Other Animals before he took the role, he now identifies so much with Leslie that
he has learned his onscreen skills: It would be anachronistic and un-English, Nye believes. Family classics
Beginning in , the series follows the Ashtons in Liverpool through the second world war. The series is seen as
a precursor to reality TV. The Darling Buds of May Set in rural s Kent, it follows the Larkin family, whose
rural paradise is shattered by the arrival of tax inspector Cedric Charlton. Adapted from the books by HE
Bates, it was first aired in
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Friendship and the Care of Animals Summary Analysis After the family makes it through customs, they wind
their way through the quay. Larry walks quickly and with a disdainful expression on his face, followed by
Gerry, Leslie, Margo, and Mother, who looks harried and annoyed. Roger the dog drags Mother to a lamppost
to relieve himself as Larry loads the luggage into one horse-drawn cab and engages a second to carry the
family. Larry grouses that Roger is a nuisance. Finally, Roger finishes and the family lifts him clumsily into
the cab. Active Themes As the cab moves through town, Roger lets his head hang out of the window. The cab
goes past an alley where four local dogs are lying in the sun, and Roger barks loudly at them. The street dogs
immediately race after the cab and bark back, and Leslie struggles to keep Roger from leaping out. Soon,
two-dozen dogs are chasing the cab, and Larry yells angrily that the family looks ridiculous. Active Themes
Finally, the cab reaches the hotel. Larry seems to enjoy himself as he waves the whip at the street dogs while
Mother, Leslie, Gerry, and Margo haul Roger, still snarling, into the hotel. Active Themes The family all take
naps and then congregate downstairs for dinner a while later. Larry is thrilled with Corfu thus far, but Mother
tries to seem noncommittal. Margo pipes up helpfully that the toilets all have boxes full of paper. Larry snorts
and informs her that the paper in the box is used. Horrified, Margo races back to her room and douses herself
in sanitizer, while Mother insists that they must find a house before they all get typhoid. The misunderstanding
here highlights the differences between the English life the Durrells are used to and how life proceeds on
Corfu. Again, this illustrates that Corfu is its own world with its own sense of logic. The logic of Corfu,
incidentally, seems ridiculous and absurd to the Durrells, which sets them up to either adapt or not. The
processions are ornate, and Gerry decides that this is the best way to die: This sends Margo into hysterics, and
Mother declares that they must find a house in the country immediately. Beeler, the hotel guide, drives Mother
and the Durrell children around the island the next day to look at multiple villas. Mother rejects them all and
Mr. Beeler asks why she wants a bathroom when the sea is right there. The next day, Mother decides to hire a
car and hunt for a villa with a bathroom herself. Further, the fact that the Grecian population bathe in the sea
suggests that they are culturally more connected to the natural world than the English are. Active Themes
Related Quotes with Explanations In the town square, the taxi drivers converge on the Durrells and loudly
fight for their business. As Mother becomes more flustered and Leslie angrier, a loud voice, speaking English,
booms over the crowd. It belongs to a short, hammy man in an old Dodge who introduces himself as Spiro. He
explains that he knows of a villa with a bathroom, and the family climbs into the Dodge. When Gerry explains
and shows through his narration that he eventually understood what was going on in the town square, it proves
that he did eventually adapt to life on the island. He also tells them that he used to live in Chicago, where he
learned English. He drives past olive groves and, finally, stops at the top of a hill. Spiro points to a pink villa
overlooking the sea. Spiro manages to bridge the gap between Greek and English culture simply by virtue of
speaking English. This shows that language is one of the most effective ways of assimilating into a culture.
Retrieved November 14,
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Durrell reportedly recalled his first visit to a zoo in India and attributed his lifelong love of animals to that
encounter. The family moved to Britain shortly before the death of his father in and settled in the Upper
Norwood , Crystal Palace area of South London. Corfu[ edit ] Louisa Florence Durrell moved with her three
younger children Leslie, Margaret and Gerald to the Greek island of Corfu in , joining her eldest son,
Lawrence, who was living there with his wife. It was on Corfu that Durrell began to collect and keep the local
fauna as pets. The family lived on Corfu until Durrell was home-schooled during this time by various family
friends and private tutors, mostly friends of his eldest brother Lawrence later to become a successful novelist.
She is currently April the only living witness of that period and has claimed that both families hoped she and
Durrell would marry one day, but that any such prospect was disrupted by the outbreak of war in It was
difficult to find a job in the war and post-war years, especially for a home-schooled youth, but the enterprising
Durrell worked as a helper at an aquarium and pet store. Some of the difficulties that he faced in this period
can be found in Fillets of Plaice. His call-up for the war came in , but he was exempted from military duty on
medical grounds, and asked to serve the war effort by working on a farm. After the war, Durrell joined
Whipsnade Zoo as a junior or student keeper. This move fulfilled a lifelong dream: Durrell claims in The
Stationary Ark that the first word that he could enunciate with any clarity was "zoo". Beasts in My Belfry
recalls events of this period. Early animal expeditions[ edit ] Durrell left Whipsnade Zoo in May in order to
join wildlife collecting expeditions of the time, but was denied a place in the voyages due to his lack of
experience. He continued such excursions for many decades, during which time he became famous for his
work for wildlife conservation. He followed this successful expedition with two others, accompanied by
fellow Whipsnade zookeeper Ken Smith: On the first of these trips, he met and befriended the shrewd and
colourful Fon of Bafut Achirimbi II , an autocratic West African chieftain, who would help him organise
future missions. Because of his dedication, Durrell housed and fed his captives with the best supplies
obtainable, never over-collecting specimens, never trapping animals having merely "show value", or those
which would fetch high prices from collectors. These practices differed from those of other animal-collecting
expeditions of the time and, as a result, Durrell was broke by the end of his third expedition. Further, due to a
falling-out with George Cansdale , superintendent of the London Zoo , Durrell was blackballed by the British
zoo community and could not secure a job in most zoos, ultimately securing a job at the aquarium at Belle
Vue Zoo in Manchester where he remained for some time. Jacquie accompanied Durrell on most of his
following animal expeditions and helped found and manage the Jersey Zoo. His first book â€” The Overloaded
Ark â€” was a huge success, causing Durrell to follow up with other such accounts. Foundations for the Jersey
Zoo[ edit ] The publication of My Family and Other Animals in made Durrell a notable author and brought
him public recognition as a naturalist. His trip to Cameroon for the third and last time was primarily to collect
animals which would form the core collection of his own zoo. The success of the film To Bafut with Beagles,
together with his autobiographical radio programme Encounters with Animals, made Durrell a regular with the
BBC Natural History unit [8] [9] for decades to come, as well as generating funds for his conservation
projects. On his return from Bafut , Durrell and wife Jacquie stayed with his sister Margaret at her boarding
house in the seaside resort of Bournemouth. His animals were housed in her gardens and garage on a
temporary basis, while Durrell sought prospective sites for a zoo. This experience provided material for his
book A Zoo in My Luggage. Durrell leased the manor and set up his zoo on the redesigned manor grounds. In
the same year, Durrell undertook another, more successful expedition to South America to collect endangered
species. The zoo was opened to the public in on 26 March. As the zoo grew in size, so did the number of
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projects undertaken to save threatened wildlife in other parts of the world. Durrell was instrumental in
founding the Jersey Wildlife Preservation Trust now Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust , on 6 July to cope
with the increasingly difficult challenges of zoo, wildlife and habitat management. The Trust opened an
international wing, the Wildlife Preservation Trust International , in the United States in , to aid international
conservation efforts in a better fashion. The s saw Jersey Wildlife Preservation Trust become a leading zoo in
the field of captive breeding , championing the cause among species like the lowland gorilla , and various
Mauritian fauna. Durrell visited Mauritius several times and coordinated large scale conservation efforts in
Mauritius with conservationist Carl Jones , involving captive breeding programmes for native birds and
reptiles, ecological recovery of Round Island , training local staff, and setting up local conservation facilities.
This ultimately led to the founding of the Mauritian Wildlife Foundation in Jacquie Durrell separated from
and then divorced Gerald Durrell in , citing his increasing work pressure, associated alcoholism and mounting
stress as causes. Durrell met his second wife Lee McGeorge Durrell in when he lectured at Duke University ,
where she was studying for a PhD in animal communication. They married in She co-authored a number of
books with him, including The Amateur Naturalist, and became the Honorary Director of the Trust after his
death. In Durrell started the training centre for conservationists at the zoo, or the "mini-university" in his
words. As of , over a thousand biologists, naturalists, zoo veterinarians and zoo architects from countries have
attended the International Training Centre. The official appeal Saving Animals from Extinction was launched
in , at a time when British zoos were not faring well and London Zoo was in danger of closing down. The
initial goal of the trust was to purchase rainforest land in Belize as part of the Programme for Belize. Around
this time Gerald Durrell developed a friendship with Charles Rycroft , who became an important donor of
funds both for building works in Jersey the Harcroft Lecture Theatre and for conservation work in East Africa
, Madagascar and elsewhere. Durrell visited Madagascar in to start captive breeding of a number of endemic
species like the aye aye. Durrell chose the dodo , the flightless bird of Mauritius that was hunted to extinction
in the 17th century, as the logo for both the Jersey Zoo and the Trust. The Wildlife Preservation Trust
International also changed its name to Wildlife Trust in , and adopted the logo of the black tamarin. To me, the
destruction of an animal species is a criminal offence, in the same way as the destruction of anything we
cannot recreate or replace, such as a Rembrandt , or the Acropolis in Athens. A Zoo in my Luggage Later life
and death[ edit ] A hard, outdoor life led Durrell to health problems in the s. He underwent hip-replacement
surgery in a bid to counter arthritis , but he also suffered from alcohol-related liver problems. His health
deteriorated rapidly after the Madagascar trip. The beauty and genius of a work of art may be re-conceived,
though its first material expression be destroyed; a vanished harmony may yet again inspire the composer; but
when the last individual of a race of living beings breathes no more, another heaven and another earth must
pass before such a one can be again. Participants included personal friends such as David Attenborough and
Princess Anne. Policy for zoos[ edit ] This section does not cite any sources. Please help improve this section
by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. April Learn how
and when to remove this template message Gerald Durrell was ahead of his time when he postulated the role
that a 20th-century zoo should play, primarily in Stationary Ark. His idea relies on the following bases: The
primary purpose of a zoo should be to act as a reserve of critically endangered species which need captive
breeding in order to survive. Zoos should not be run for the purposes of entertainment only, and
non-threatened species should be re-introduced into their natural habitats. An animal should be present in the
zoo only as a last resort, when all efforts to save it in the wild have failed. The bases on which enclosures at
Jersey are built: Enclosures should be built keeping in mind â€” firstly, the comfort of the animal including a
private shelter , secondly for the convenience of the animal keeper, and finally for the viewing comfort of
visitors. The size of an enclosure should depend on how large their territories might be. The companions of an
animal should reflect not only ecological niche and biogeographic concerns, but its social abilities as well â€”
how well it gets on with other members of its species and other species. Every animal deserves food of its
choice, sometimes made interesting by variation; and a mate of its choice; and a nice and interesting
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environment. Durrell Wildlife Park was the first zoo to house only endangered breeding species, and has been
one of the pioneers in the field of captive breeding. The International Training Centre, and the organisation of
the conference on captive breeding are also notable firsts. Durrell initially faced stiff opposition and criticism
from some members of the zoo community when he introduced the idea of captive breeding , and was only
vindicated after successfully breeding a wide range of species. One of the most active opposition members
was George Cansdale , superintendent of the London Zoo and Zoological Society of London , and wielder of
considerable influence in the zoo community. Perhaps his best-known work is My Family and Other Animals ,
which tells of his idyllic, if oddball, childhood on Corfu. Later made into a TV series , it is delightfully
deprecating about the whole family, especially elder brother Lawrence, who became a famous novelist. Gerald
Durrell always insisted that he wrote for royalties to help the cause of environmental stewardship, not out of
an inherent love for writing. Gerald Durrell describes himself as a writer in comparison to his brother
Lawrence: However, he shows a surprising diversity and dexterity in a wide variety of writing, including:
Most of his works are of such kind â€” characterised by a love for nature and animals, dry wit, crisp
descriptions, and humorous analogies of human beings with animals and vice versa. The latter also has an
acclaimed Gothic horror story titled "The Entrance". Marrying Off Mother and Other Stories also has a few
short stories. The Stationary Ark is a collection of technical essays on zoo-keeping and conservation. The
Amateur Naturalist is the definitive guide for a budding naturalist over the last 20 years. The Donkey Rustlers
is set on a Greek island, and The Talking Parcel is a tale of children at large in a land of mythological
creatures. He was also a regular book reviewer for the New York Times. Illustrators[ edit ] Durrell was a
talented artist and caricaturist, but worked with numerous illustrators over the years, starting with Sabine Baur
for The Overloaded Ark published by Faber and Faber. The illustrations are mostly sketches of animal
subjects. Other illustrators who worked with Durrell were Barry L. Toby the Tortoise and Keeper were
illustrated by Keith West. His Puppy board books were illustrated by Cliff Wright. In , Durrell became a
founding member of the World Cultural Council. The journal Biodiversity and Conservation brought out a
special volume of the journal in tribute to Gerald Durrell, on the theme of "The Role of Zoos" in , following
his death. The Gerald Durrell Memorial Funds, launched in , are granted in the field of conservation by the
Wildlife Trust every year. The statue park in Miskolc Zoo , created a bust of Gerald Durrell in Whipsnade
Zoo also unveiled a new island for housing primates dedicated to Durrell in The Durrell School in Corfu,
established in , offers an academic course and tours in the footsteps of the Durrells in Corfu. Botanist David
Bellamy has conducted field trips in Corfu for the school. The town hall of Corfu announced in that it would
rename Corfu Bosketto a park in the city of Corfu Bosketto Durrell, after Gerald and Lawrence Durrell as a
mark of respect. Jersey brought out stamps honouring the Jersey Wildlife Preservation Trust and Mauritius
brought out a stamp based on a race of a rare gecko named after Durrell.
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A is for animals The way Gerald Durrell describes them is unbeatable. He casts a spell on you not only when
he portrays quite spectacular species but also quite prosaic ones. Just to give you a foretaste: They lived there
from to The beauty of the place depicted by Durrell is dazzling, in all seasons, in all times of the day. Far
down in the dark cypress trees the owls called to each other comfortingly. The sky looked as black and soft as
a mole-skin covered with a delicate dew of stars. The magnolia tree loomed vast over the house, its branches
full of white blooms, like a hundred miniature reflections of the moon, and their thick, sweet scent hung over
the veranda languorously, the scent that was an enchantment luring you out into the mysterious, moonlit
countryside. Dodo constantly challenges beauty standards. F is for family The most obvious thing you are
attracted to are the adventures of the Durrells and their portrayals but there is something not so obvious worth
exploring also. I mean the relationships between the members of the family, full of warmth and tolerance. One
of the keys to the success is probably the fact that they are communicating almost all the time: Gerry Durrell
and a part of his family, The Daffodil Yellow Villa in the background. Invited spontaneously, in large
amounts: H is for humour Ubiquitarian! It is enough to recall some scenes to get hysterical while you are for
example travelling on a bus or doing shopping. You will encounter various kinds of humour: Three Goodreads
friends inspired and convinced me to read this ludicrous book. Thanks from the bottom of my heart to Jennifer
B. I will always associate them with this uproarious, amazing read and it will make my memories even
lovelier. If you check the Goodreads shelves of these three exceptional ladies â€” which I strongly recommend
- the first thing you will probably notice is the diversity of their literary tastes. Or a day when you want to
forget about your worries. Or a day when you get bad news. Or a day when you are just feeling blue with no
reason. One of the most comical characters in the book. Known for his chivalry and wrestling skills. Which
turned out to be quite virtual. Sane which seems to be quite an exception in this family. Her hobbies are
cooking and gardening. Gerald aged eight and Mother. A lesser mortal might have quailed at such a
contingency, but not Mother. The colour of the first house the Durrells rented on Corfu. The villa had an air of
pink-faced determination. Q is for quirky Most people would probably find the Durrells and their pets quite
bizarre. One of the most candid and poignant canine portraits I have encountered in literature so far.
6: My Family and Other Animals Characters from LitCharts | The creators of SparkNotes
Read: Brodie's Notes On Gerald Durrell's 'My Family And Other Animals', Author: Kenneth Hardacre, free book online in
EPUB, TXT, Pdf at www.enganchecubano.com Tweet Brodie's Notes On Gerald Durrell's 'My Family And Other
Animals' ().

7: My Family and Other Animals - Wikipedia
The follow-up to My Family and Other Animals and the inspiration for The Durrells in Corfu: A naturalist's memoir of his
family's time on a Greek island. In the years before World War II, Gerald Durrell's family left the gloomy shores of
England for the sun-drenched island of Corfu.

8: My Family and Other Animals (Corfu Trilogy, #1) by Gerald Durrell
Instant downloads of all LitChart PDFs (including My Family and Other Animals). LitCharts Teacher Editions. Teach your
students to analyze literature like LitCharts does. Detailed explanations, analysis, and citation info for every important
quote on LitCharts. The original text plus a side-by.
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The childhood paradise that inspired Gerald's book MY FAMILY AND OTHER ANIMALS still exists here today, away
from the areas of mass tourism. Young and old, we can give you the opportunity to experience Gerald Durrell's
"paradise" to share with your children or grandchildren.
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