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1: Finally, a building above the Mass Pike - The Boston Globe
The man was William Callahan, and the road was the Massachusetts Turnpike. Building the Mass Pike tells the story of
the roadÃs planning, construction, and impact on.

The growth of shipbuilding in the city also required the importation of raw materials from the interior regions.
Additionally the newly expanded marketplaces within the city, such as Faneuil Hall , needed ways to bring
their products to market. In response to these needs, the city and Commonwealth began a process of expanding
transportation access to the city. New infrastructure such as bridges, wharves and ferries were established,
often by early public-private corporations chartered by the Commonwealth. The poor quality of the early
roadways in the state, as well as others in the young nation, would often make the transportation of goods
inland from the ports would often make it economically impractical to transport them via road. Many
roadways lacked bridges and adequate facilities to feed and house travelers on trips that would often take
anywhere from a few days to a week to complete. Many communities were also hesitant or unable to provide
sufficient capital required to establish or maintain amenities for those who passed through their towns. On
March 16, , the Massachusetts legislature chartered a system of private roads, or turnpikes, designed to help
facilitate travel and commerce into general laws of the Commonwealth. These turnpikes, named after the
system of tollgates used to collect fares from travelers, were based upon a franchises-like system of private
operators who would build, maintain and operate the roads using the toll revenue. The turnpikes often
operated at a loss and many folded shortly after their opening. The Worcester Turnpike was designed to be the
primary roadways on the western approach to Boston and utilized a part of the old Connecticut Path along
Tremont and Huntington streets, into Brookline and continued west to Worcester along roughly the same route
as the modern Route 9. However, the costs of maintaining the road began to spiral as needed bridges in
Shrewsbury began to deteriorate and mandates in its charter to run and maintain older and unaffiliated
roadways along the route made it difficult for the Corporation to maintain profitability. Like many of its
contemporary turnpikes, the Worcester Turnpike eventually succumbed to failure in , had its charter dissolved
by the Commonwealth, and the roadway was portioned and control transferred to local municipalities. The
proximity of the railway also led to an unforeseen effect, suburban flight. With the new rail lines in close
proximity to the entire city, many wealthier citizens began migrating to the cities and towns west of Boston.
This migration put financial burdens for municipal services such as water and sewer, fire and police on these
communities, and helped lead to drives for them to be annexed by Boston, further expanding the city limits.
The problematic relationship between the city and the business sector under the successive mayoral
administrations of James Michael Curley drove a wedge between these businesses and the municipal
government, souring employers on Boston. Despite minor uplifts from the mobilization of the two World
Wars, by the end of the World War II the city was in dire straits. News and World Report stated, Boston was
"dying on the vine". It was in that Republican Governor Robert Bradford realized that the Commonwealth
needed to implement a standard framework to properly guide the planning and construction of these new
roadways. He commissioned a study to produce a new Highway Master Plan for the eastern region, and by it
had been completed. Seeking the political benefits that a major public works project would bring, Bradford put
sent his plan to the Democratic -controlled Massachusetts legislature for approval; however the Democrats sat
on the project until their candidate, newly elected Democratic Governor Paul A. Dever , took office in January
Callahan , to once again head the agency he had helmed from to Known for his strong personality and drive
to get projects completed, [19] Callahan immediately set out to construct three of the proposed highways, not
including what would become the eventual "outermost" beltway around Boston, planned from However, the
construction of these roads took such a large portion of funds that the Commonwealth was unable to provide
funds for the Western Expressway project. However, before Callahan could oversee the completion of the
southern leg of route he was appointed by Dever to run the newly formed Massachusetts Turnpike Authority.
Callahan suggested creating a strong, independent, and semi-public transportation authority that could fund
the new expressway by floating its own bond issues and financing them through tolls along the highway while
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having its own powers of eminent domain to secure the land needed to build it. Utilizing the political goodwill
he accrued during his tenure as public works commissioner, primarily through extensive patronage hires, [19]
Callahan was able to push his idea for the new authority through the Statehouse with ease. Despite being
completed in , many within the Commonwealth quickly realized that the local routes used to get into Boston
were still insufficient for the automotive traffic burdens placed upon them. This new highway would connect
the Massachusetts Turnpike to the heart of the city with a It was his plan to bring the tolled Turnpike from its
terminus at route in West Newton into the city along the path of the Boston and Albany Railroad and connect
it to the Southeast Expressway. This plan was in line with the Master Highway Plan for the city, which had
always called for a Western Expressway to be built into the city. However, with the passage of the Interstate
Highway Act in , the Federal Government provided sufficient funds to the states to construct new highways
with a ninety percent subsidyâ€”rendering the need for a toll road into the city obsolete. Route 20 and be
constructed using the funds now being provided by the Federal Highway Administration. Realizing that the
needs and wants of the smaller city could not overcome the influence of Callahan within the state capitol, the
smaller city would instead redirect its efforts to blocking the highway at the Federal level through the
Interstate Commerce Commission and Federal courts. The main issue holding up the project was a lack of
consensus over tax breaks Prudential was demanding in order to move forward with the project. These
allegations included charges of financial kickbacks, bid rigging, and other questionable practices. This led to a
corruption trial which threw a pall on his reputation that did not help with his drive to construct the Turnpike
extension. On top of the legal allegations, a group of three professors from MIT and Harvard made public
allegations that the Turnpike Authority had been using inflated numbers to push through its bond issues, thus
artificially inflating their values. This led to failed series of bond issues that critics hoped would prevent the
Turnpike Authority from raising the needed funds for construction. It was only after a series of meetings
between Volpe, Callahan and Prudential executives that finally persuaded the Governor to withdraw the ICC
filing and reluctantly support the toll road. While this new bill was again deemed unconstitutional by the SJC,
in its decision the Court provided a framework for the legislature to construct a bill that would pass
constitutional muster. On April 24, , he died of a massive heart attack at his home. While the original design of
the roadway called for an eight-lane expressway along the majority of the route, it was only constructed as a
four-lane roadway along most of its length until it reached the junction of route where the roadway expanded
to three lanes. Starting in the highway from the Interstate 84 interchange in Sturbridge to Route in Newton
was widened from its original four lanes to six; that widening project was completed around However, the
mainline right-of-way was constructed to allow future expansion of the roadway, with most bridges over the
highway built with the four-lane roadway in mind, so few bridges had to be rebuilt when it was widened in the
late s. It was realized early on that the Commonwealth could not just lay waste to parts of the city and pave
them over; the state would have to ensure that construction would balance the needs of the highways against
the livability of the city and neighborhoods the project would pass through. Mitigation efforts would be of
utmost importance in moving ahead with the project. Salvucci deliberately planned to bring the East Boston
Extension through areas with little or no occupancy or those properties already owned by the Commonwealth.
As a result, East Boston saw almost no takings of buildings or homes through eminent domain or the
destruction of neighborhoods because construction was relegated to the unoccupied areas of the South Boston
Seaport and Logan. Like the first Turnpike extension, the connection of the Turnpike to East Boston was also
designed to provide an economic stimulus to the city, this one to revitalize the desolate Seaport district. The
first major interchange added to the highway west of the city since the construction of interchange 11A for I in
, the new junction provided access to the newly reconstructed Route A new local roadway alignment
replacing the old ramps and viaducts in place for the past half-century will allow commercial development and
expansion of Harvard and Boston University campuses into areas now lay fallow or unusable because of the
cut.
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2: History of the Massachusetts Turnpike - Wikipedia
A City Divided: The Building of the Mass Turnpike Extension in Newton (Pt. 1) No physical change in Newton's history
has been as dramatic as the construction of the Mass Turnpike extension in the.

By Paul McMorrow October 23, Failure has dogged air-rights development in Boston for so long that any
delay in a project slated to rise above the Massachusetts Turnpike has become evidence that building above
the highway is a doomed enterprise. The last successful air-rights development, Copley Place, sprang up
nearly three decades ago. The deals that have blown up since then have done so spectacularly, giving rise to
the notion that Turnpike development is so difficult, and so expensive, that Boston may have already built its
last building above the Pike. Fenway Center should be the project that puts this notion to rest. A state appeals
court dismissed the lawsuit challenging Fenway Center. That court decision marks the turning point, not just
for the Fenway development, but for air rights development in Boston in general. Fenway Center is the test
case for a new way of building above the Turnpike. The state, which controls development rights over the
Pike, needs a successful project to show its new approach works. The end of that Fenway Center litigation
means the state is about to unlock a new building boom up and down the Turnpike. Advertisement The lawsuit
that knocked Fenway Center off course was always about money and leverage. Get Today in Opinion in your
inbox: Sign Up Thank you for signing up! Sign up for more newsletters here The longer the Fenway Center
lawsuit dragged on, the more real estate gossip circles had Rosenthal falling victim to the same forces that
doomed Columbus Center. Columbus Center held the same promise Fenway Center now does: The failure
helped reinforce the notion that Turnpike air-rights deals are toxic. Until someone pulls off a Turnpike
development deal, Columbus Center will be the measuring stick these endeavors get measured by. Fenway
Center has a couple legs up over Columbus Center. However, the real innovation comes with how the
buildings that span the Pike get treated. Buildings over the highway rest on a structural deck. Urban land is
valuable, but the cost of turning air above the Turnpike into developable space makes the air worthless. It will
reimburse the developer for building the deck through rent credits, meaning that building over the Turnpike
will now cost just as much as building on land does. Advertisement In this model, the Turnpike decks act like
new subway stations or highway ramps: The rent credit allows the developer and the state to both make
money. It enables tremendous economic activity to be built on thin air. It can be replicated up and down the
Pike. Paul McMorrow is an associate editor at CommonWealth magazine. His column appears regularly in the
Globe.
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It also will have to figure out the mechanics of building above the busy Mass. Pike. Several projects have been proposed
for above the highway in recent years, but none have launched construction.

Lee , Blandford , Ludlow and Charlton have service plazas in both directions, Westborough and Framingham
facilities are only accessible westbound, and the Natick service plaza is only accessible eastbound. An
exception was the mainline West Stockbridge toll plaza, designed for toll collection from inbound traffic from
New York; it existed shortly after exit 1, an eastbound-only entrance and westbound-only exit in
Massachusetts. The turnpike passes through Ludlow at exit 7 before crossing the Quaboag River to exit 8 in
Palmer. This concept was originally designed to "knit together communities" that were divided by the new
highway, [21] since the turnpike had been described as "wider and more divisive to the city" than the original
Central Artery. Several members of the state Democratic Party declared this as a political maneuver to bolster
the gubernatorial campaign of Lieutenant Governor Kerry Healey , a Republican , who was behind in the polls
at the time of the announcement. In the November 9, , edition of The Boston Globe , Romney announced his
intention to try to remove the tolls before Governor-elect Deval Patrick , a Democrat , was inaugurated in
January , but this did not occur. Drivers without a transponder "pay-by-plate", having their license plate
photographed and an invoice sent to the registered owner. Complete demolition of toll booths and
reconstruction was completed by the end of Otherwise the transition to open road tolling is revenue neutral,
meaning the tolls between any other pair of exits only saw small adjustments. Tolls are slightly higher for
out-of-state residents without an EZPassMA transponder, and no-transponder tolls are higher. The Tobin
Bridge was converted to all-electronic tolling for southbound only in July History of the Massachusetts
Turnpike Background and construction[ edit ] Early plans for the Massachusetts Turnpike date back to the
proposal of the "Western Expressway" in The original section of the expressway would have connected the
then-proposed " Inner Belt " in Boston westward to Newton , with connections to US 20 and Route 30 for
outbound traffic. Later extensions of the expressway would continue westward to and through Worcester.
Plans for the original expressway included the "Springfield Bypass" of US 20 around the Springfield area. Part
of this bypass, and the eventual turnpike, used the grading from the never-opened Hampden Railroad.
Similarly, the "West Stockbridge Bypass" rerouted Route from Route in Stockbridge west to Route east by the
New York state line in West Stockbridge ; the latter was built before the turnpike itself. The enabling act was
modeled upon that of the Mystic River Bridge Authority Acts and Resolves chapter , but several changes were
made that would prove of great importance fifty years later. Callahan served as chairman of the Authority until
his death in April Construction began in , and the whole four-lane road from Route at the state line to Route
now also Interstate 95 in Weston opened on May 15, Expansion into Boston[ edit ] An aerial photograph of
the Boston Extension in the New York Central Railroad employee magazine Headlights, February Early
considerations for the Interstate Highway System included routing the transcontinental Interstate 90 along
Route 2 within Massachusetts, although this alignment in the northern part of the state was too costly.
Ultimately, the turnpike in the southern part of the state was approved for Interstate designation, and became
concurrent with I in In September the part from Route east to exit 18 Allston opened, and the rest was
finished on February 18, , taking it to the Central Artery. With the completion of the Boston Extension, that
too was designated as I Construction began in , and the final extension of the turnpike was opened in
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Note: Citations are based on reference standards. However, formatting rules can vary widely between applications and
fields of interest or study. The specific requirements or preferences of your reviewing publisher, classroom teacher,
institution or organization should be applied.

A report published by the MassDPW described the need for the highway as follows: The present east-west
interstate highway between Boston and the New York state line is obsolete, inadequate, deficient and
outmoded from a standpoint of traffic safety, efficiency, public convenience and modern engineering
standards. This highly important route, which is vital to the highway transportation needs of the state and
nation, has been overtaken by rapid functional obsolescence. Governor Paul Dever, a fellow Democrat, liked
the idea of a modern highway link from Boston to the west, as did other state lawmakers. Two views of the
Massachusetts Turnpike under construction in Brimfield left photo and Westfield right photo. The initial miles
of the Mass Pike, from West Stockbridge to Weston, was completed over a month period from to Photos by
Massachusetts Turnpike Authority. In , Callahan proposed the creation of a new authority to oversee the
proposed turnpike, Initially called the Boston-Springfield Highway Authority, it was renamed the
Massachusetts Turnpike Authority when Callahan introduced and Springfield representative Phillip Kimball
supported legislation for its creation in the Massachusetts State House. The legislation "authorized and
empowered" the authority "to construct, maintain, repair and operate a toll express highway from a point in the
vicinity of the city of Boston to a point at or near the New York State border. Callahan subsequently resigned
his MassDPW post. The proposed Massachusetts Turnpike was to incorporate not only the original Western
Expressway route, but also another expressway route - the Springfield Bypass - that was to provide a bypass of
the existing US 20 through the Springfield area. In accordance with the Federal Highway Act, the authority
drew a tentative line connecting the cities of Boston, Worcester and Springfield. Expressway connections were
to be provided with the following routes: Grades on the new turnpike were not to exceed three percent.
Callahan divided the project into two phases in order to ease the financial burden on the new authority. This
decision also allowed the authority to work out an optimal alignment for the turnpike. The two sections each
had a unique character, and each demanded the undivided attention of the authority: Tolls were to be collected
on a ticket system at each interchange. Two barrier tolls one in Newton, the other in Boston were to handle
cash collections. Following the success of other turnpike issues in the Northeast, the Mass Pike bonds were
sold out in three hours. Construction of the initial section of turnpike from West Stockbridge to Weston began
in earnest in January The Massachusetts Turnpike Authority let out simultaneous contracts for multiple road
sections, ensuring that the turnpike would not only be built expeditiously, but also generate revenue as early as
possible. The original turnpike was not constructed to the original six-lane and eight-lane configurations, but
to a four-lane configuration two lanes in each direction throughout the miles. However, other specifications foot-wide lanes, foot-wide inside and outside shoulders, 1,foot-long acceleration and deceleration lanes, and a
guardrail-separated median - complied with modern turnpike standards. Bridges were constructed to permit an
additional travel lane in each direction. The Massachusetts Turnpike Authority also constructed service areas
to serve motorists while generating additional revenue. This photo from the early s shows construction of the
Boston Extension of the Massachusetts Turnpike. Since its creation, the Turnpike Authority had intended to
extend the original turnpike from its terminus at the Yankee Division Highway MA east to downtown Boston.
Fitzgerald Expressway Central Artery then under construction. Volpe, had a different vision. He proposed that
the road - the free "Western Expressway" - be constructed from Route east to the proposed Inner Belt, some
two miles west of the Central Artery. Callahan enjoyed an early advantage: Callahan had also planned to
capitalize on the decline of the railroads. In , Callahan met in secret with Alfred Perlman, the president of the
Boston and Albany Railroad, to discuss his plan to acquire the right-of-way. The news of the secret meeting
had been leaked to The Newton Graphic, unleashing opposition in that town. Just as it appeared the Callahan
had gained the upper hand, two developments in had negative implications for his turnpike extension. They
were as follows: During the spring of , the Prudential Insurance Company announced its intentions to purchase
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the acre Back Bay rail yard. The deal was touted as a critical step in the development of the "new Boston. On
June 28, , President Dwight Eisenhower signed the Federal Highway Act into law, granting states the ability to
construct new highways while paying only ten percent of their cost. The Federal government was to pay the
remaining 90 percent of the cost of the new roads. This provided Volpe the ammunition to aggressively push
not only for his free Western Expressway, but also for other highways proposed in the Master Highway Plan.
Robert Kretschmar, executive director of the Massachusetts chapter of the American Automobile Association
AAA , joined Volpe in support of a freeway rather than a turnpike as follows: A free public artery will serve
the needs of Greater Boston residents far better than a toll road. Callahan promptly responded to these
setbacks as follows: In the closing days of , and throughout , Callahan entered into negotiations with the
Boston and Albany Railroad, and with Prudential over the Back Bay property. Both the Massachusetts
Turnpike Authority and Prudential developed engineering studies for the development, the turnpike and its
access ramps. In the fall of , Callahan cleared another major stumbling block. Fortunately for Callahan,
Anthony DiNatale, the new MassDPW commissioner and a close acquaintance of the turnpike commissioner,
was heavily involved in other projects around the state. Seeking an expeditious resolution, DiNatale approved
the alignment of the Boston Extension along the Boston and Albany railroad right-of-way to the Central
Artery. It appeared that construction of the turnpike would be imminent, and that the worst fears of those who
lived along the route in Boston and Newton would be realized. Photos by Steve Anderson. By the end of the s,
it appeared that Callahan was ready to build his Boston Extension. However, the disappointing performance of
the initial mile-long turnpike, coupled with the moribund market for new turnpike revenue bonds thanks to the
development of the pay-as-you-go Interstate highway system , posed new financing challenges. New
challenges lay ahead for Callahan in the spring of At that time, former MassDPW commissioner Volpe, who
was now chairman of the Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce, announced his gubernatorial candidacy to
run as a "reform Republican" who, in Eisenhower fashion, would spend aggressively on public works projects.
While Volpe won the gubernatorial campaign, Callahan had the support of newly elected President John F.
Kennedy, a fellow Democrat. By January , Volpe yielded to Callahan, admitting that it "was a choice between
the Prudential and the freeway. The Newton-Boston route was to be constructed as a toll road. Nevertheless,
Callahan faced the problem of financing the Boston Extension, a problem that was aggravated by two failed
attempts at selling Massachusetts Turnpike Authority bonds. Volpe, his patience tested by the failed sale,
joined the Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce in resuming his calls for a freeway in the following joint
statement: Highway planning and construction to the west of Boston are too important to be left to the
uncertain vicissitudes of the bond market for another interminable period. Seven valuable years have already
been lost, and we strongly urge the State Department of Public Works and all those involved to proceed ahead
in the fastest possible manner. However, McCormack held that the Massachusetts Turnpike Authority - and no
one else - had the authority to construct and maintain the Newton-Boston route. The third time proved the
charm in the municipal bond market for Callahan. On March 5, , less than two months after the bond sale, the
authority broke ground on the Boston Extension. Callahan did not live to see his turnpike completed. The
entire mile length of the Massachusetts Turnpike opened to traffic on February 18, with the completion of the
Prudential Tunnel and the interchange with the Central Artery I Six lanes three in each direction were
provided from the Route barrier toll plaza east to Newton Center EXIT 17 , and eight lanes four in each
direction were provided from Newton Center east to the Central Artery. Along the Boston Extension, the lack
of adequate shoulders and acceleration-deceleration lanes were characteristic of early-Interstate era
construction through urban areas. Limited commuter rail service continued along this corridor after the
turnpike opened, and service has since been expanded as part of the MBTA Massachusetts Bay Transportation
Authority Framingham-Worcester commuter line. Photo by Jim K. To accommodate ever-increasing traffic
demands in the New York-to-Boston corridor, and to provide improved connections to other controlled-access
highways, the Massachusetts Turnpike Authority has completed the following improvement projects over the
years: The Massachusetts Turnpike Authority upgraded facilities and constructed new buildings at the nine
service plazas. Along various sections of the mainline turnpike, the Massachusetts Turnpike Authority is
currently rehabilitating bridges; adding a new concrete "Jersey" median barrier; and improving lighting,
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signing and other safety features. Photo by Mike Tantillo. Photo by Douglas Kerr, gribblenation. The
completion of the Massachusetts Turnpike and other roads, as well as growth in downtown Boston and at
Logan Airport, had taxed the capacity of the existing facilities by At that time, Governor Sargent
recommended the construction of a special-use tunnel for transit and emergency vehicles only from South
Boston to Logan Airport, and sought 90 percent Federal funding for the tunnel. Volpe, then Transportation
Secretary under President Nixon, granted the I designation for the proposed extension. Fred Salvucci, who
served as transportation secretary under Governor Michael Dukakis, quietly worked to seek support from a
broad coalition to construct a combined Central Artery replacement and "Third Harbor Tunnel. He also saw
the potential benefits of the tunnel and its approaches for redeveloping South Boston. Despite friction from
Governor Dukakis, Salvucci sold the governor on the ambitious plan in On April 2, , after four years of
rancorous debate and over the veto of President Ronald Reagan , Congress approved the "Big Dig" as part of
an omnibus transportation bill. In a variation of "tunnel alternative 3," the Massachusetts Turnpike I was to be
extended east of the Central Artery for three and one-half miles. The turnpike was to cross under Fort Point
Channel, and re-emerge in South Boston before making the 8,foot-long journey under Boston Harbor through
the four-lane Ted Williams Tunnel. To expedite the work, construction crews dug a trench and placed 12
pre-cast tunnel sections into the trench. Under separate contracts, crews constructed the approaches to South
Boston and East Boston. The two sides were connected in the summer of On December 15, , the Ted
Williams Tunnel opened to commercial and transit vehicles. At the onset, passenger cars were limited to using
the tunnel during off-peak periods. Including through travel lanes and ramps, the proposed 1,foot-long tunnel
was to have 11 lanes. Before digging began, workers had to find a way to stabilize the soft soil, which was
actually fill dumped into Boston Harbor during the nineteenth century. Large machines churned the mixture
churned the soil, concrete and cold saltwater through foot-tall booms. However, the low clearance of the
existing bridges across Fort Point Channel, as well as the proximity of nearby rail and subway lines, precluded
such an installation. To circumvent these problems, crews constructed the six twin-tube ITT sections on site.
Doing so required the construction of cofferdams and nearly one-half mile of slurry walls. Four of the six ITT
sections were placed under the Fort Point Channel, requiring the temporary relocation of water flow through
the channel.
5: State Police Charlton Barracks | www.enganchecubano.com
Building the Mass Pike tells the story of the road's planning, construction, and impact on the communities through which
it passed. The book includes previously unpublished images from the Turnpike Authority archives and provides a vivid
document of the largest public works project in the state's history and the firestorm of controversy that.

6: Highway Division | www.enganchecubano.com
To ask other readers questions about Building the Mass Pike, please sign up. Be the first to ask a question about
Building the Mass Pike Far too much emphasis on the far eastern sections of the pike. One or two pages on the western
sections. Oozes with eastern mass snobbery that exists from many on.

7: Building the Mass Pike by Yanni K. Tsipis
And by completely ignoring the Mass Pike construction through Western Mass and filling the entire book with photos and
stories of the pike construction in the Boston area, the author has perpetuated that yes, here in Western mass we are
indeed irrelevant and unimportant.

8: Mass Pike Interchange | Fallout Wiki | FANDOM powered by Wikia
The man was William Callahan, and the road was the Massachusetts Turnpike. Building the Mass Pike tells the story of

Page 7

BUILDING THE MASS PIKE pdf
the road's planning, construction, and impact on the communities through which it passed.

9: Building the Mass Pike
Fenway Center is the test case for a new way of building above the Turnpike. The state, which controls development
rights over the Pike, needs a successful project to show its new approach works.
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