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Email Is it my imagination or do I hear more people talking about using native grasses in their yards these
days? Not lawn grass, I mean grasses in flower beds and as substitutes for low shrubs â€” bunchgrasses.
Grasses in an urban landscape photo Carol Feldman All this grass talk is encouraging, because certain native
bunchgrasses are ideal yard plants for our climate, soil, and overabundant deer. They not only are attractive
drought-tolerant landscape plants, they need no attention most of the year, grow just fine without fertilizer in
the local calcareous soil, and are deer-resistant. With its golden-yellow plumelike seedheads, Indian grass
Sorghastrum nutans is one of the prettiest fall plants in the Texas. It is gaining popularity as a garden grass and
is available in nurseries from time to time. It usually grows feet high, but can get taller during wet years. The
fairly broad leaf blades are bluegreen. Indian grass goes dormant during the winter, but it is perennial. In the
wild in Texas, Indian grass grows throughout East Texas and into the eastern Edwards Plateau, mostly in the
part of the state averaging greater than 24 inches of rain per year. However, it also is native to the drier
Panhandle and some spots in Trans-Pecos Texas. Indian grass is one of the dominant species of tall-grass
prairies. As its natural distribution would suggest, Indian grass thrives in a variety of soil types. In the garden,
it seems to benefit from an occasional watering, and, of course, it grows well in rich soil. Lindheimer muhly in
a winter landscape photo Carol Feldman A native bunchgrass more widely available in nurseries is
Lindheimer muhly Muhlenbergia lindheimeri , a grass that can look good in any garden or yard. Lindheimer
muhly is a handsome gray-green bunchgrass that grows three to five feet tall and sends up long narrow plumes
in the fall. It could be grown as an accent plant in much the same way as the exotic pampas grass is used.
Another popular muhly grass for landscaping is Gulf muhly Muhlenbergia capillaries. This bunchgrass is
native to Southeast Texas, but does well in Hill Country gardens with a little irrigation during the dry
summers. This muhly grass is a spectacular fall bloomer. To catch that special pink glow of the flower plume,
plant Gulf muhly in a place that is backlit either by the rising or the setting sun. A smaller bunchgrass that is
gaining wide popularity is Mexican feathergrass Stipa tenuissima. Its threadlike leaves and feathery silvery
seedheads make this little bunchgrass an attractive airy border plant. Mexican feathergrass is native to
highlands of the Southwest; therefore, it is highly drought-tolerant. Two bunchgrasses that I wish were
available in nurseries are switchgrass Panicum virgatum and eastern gamagrass Tripsacum dactyloides. It is
the dominant grass in the Cibolo Nature Center tall-grass prairie and also looks good as an individual
landscape plant in a yard. Eastern gamagrass has an interesting seedhead related to corn, with seeds stacked in
the same way. This grass was once rumored to be the ancestor of corn, but research in Mexico proved that
another grass has that distinction.
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The stories, it will be found, have a certain continuity, and may challenge interest as apart from incident
because an attempt has been made to reproduce atmosphere, the atmosphere of a country that has changed
almost beyond recognition in three decades. The author went to a wild California cow-country just thirty years
ago, and remained there seventeen years, during which period the land from such pastoral uses as cattle and
sheep-raising became subdivided into innumerable small holdings. He beheld a new country in the making,
and the pa. During those years some noted outlaws ranged at large in the county here spoken of as San
Lorenzo. The Dalton gang of train robbers lived and died some with their boots on not far from the village ent.
Stage coaches were robbed frequently. Every large rancher suffered much at the hands of cattle and horse
thieves. The writer has talked to Frank James, the most famous of Western desperados; he has enjoyed the
acquaintance of Judge Lynch, who hanged two men from a bridge within half-a-mile of the ranch-house; he
remembers the Chinese Riots; he has witnessed many a fight between the hungry squatter and the old settler
with no t. Apologies are tendered for the dialect to be found in these pages. There is no Californian dialect. At
the time of the discovery of gold, the state was flooded with men from all parts of the world, and dialects
became inextricably mixed. Not even Bret Harte was able to reproduce the talk of children whose fathers may
have come from Kentucky or Ma. Re-reading these chapters, with a more or less critical detachment, and
leaving them--good, bad and indifferent--as they were originally printed, one is forced to the conclusion that
sentiment--which would seem to arouse what is most hostile in the cultivated dweller in cities--is an
all-pervading essence in primitive communities, colouring and discolouring every phase of life and thought.
One instance among a thousand will suffice. All the foothill folk pleaded in extenuation of the robber that he
wrote a copy of verses, embalming his adventure, which he used to pin to the nearest tree. Black Bart would
have been shot on sight had he presented his doggerel to any self-respecting Western editor; nevertheless the
sentiment that inspired a bandit to set forth his misdeeds in execrable rhyme transformed him from a criminal
into a popular hero! The virtues that counted in the foothills during the eighties were generosity, courage, and
that amazing power of recuperation which enables a man to begin life again and again, undaunted by the
bludgeonings of misfortune. Some of the stories in this volume are obviously the work of an apprentice, but
they have been included because, however faulty in technique, they do serve to ill. I ALETHEA-BELLE In
the early eighties, when my brother Ajax and I were raising cattle in the foothills of Southern California, our
ranch-house was used as a stopping-place by the teamsters hauling freight across the Coast Range; and after
the boom began, while the village of Paradise was evolving itself out of rough timber, we were obliged to
furnish all comers with board and lodging. Hardly a day pa. These "Pikers," so called, settled thickly upon the
sage-brush hills to the south and east of us, and took up all the land they could claim from the Government. At
that time a New England family of the name of Spafford was working for us. Spafford, having two children of
her own, tried to enlist our sympathies. My sakes, he never done but one foolish thing, and that was when he
merried his wife. Spafford had said road agent, which means highwayman in California, we could not have
been more surprised. A successful book agent must have the hide of a rhinoceros, the guile of a serpent, the
obstinacy of a mule, and the persuasive notes of a nightingale. She arrived at Paradise on the ramshackle old
stage-coach late one Sat. Ajax and I carried her small hair-trunk into the ranch-house; Mrs. We retreated to the
corrals. Alethea-Belle Buchanan looked about eighteen; and her face was white as the dust that lay thick upon
her grey linen cloak. Under the cloak we had caught a glimpse of a thin, slab-chested figure. She wore thread
gloves, and said "I thank you" in a prim, New England accent. She was very plain-featured, but the men--the
rough teamsters, for instance--could not keep their eyes off her. She was the most amazing mixture of
boldness and timidity I had ever met. We were about to plump ourselves down at table, for instance, when
Miss Buchanan, folding her hands and raising her eyes, said grace; but to our first questions she replied, blus.
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Spafford and she washed up. Later, they brought their sewing into the sitting-room. In an instant Miss
Buchanan was on her chair. The mouse ran round the room and vanished; the girl who had been sent to
Paradise to keep in order the turbulent children of the foothills stepped down from her chair. My brother Ajax
scowled. Well, I did first-rate, but that was the book, which sold itself--a beautiful book. Next day was
Sunday. At breakfast the schoolmarm asked Ajax if there was likely to be a prayer-meeting. One of the
teamsters was a Baptist; another a Latter-Day Adventist; the Spaffords were Presbyterians; we, of course,
belonged to the Church of England.
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