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Background[ edit ] After its victory in the American Revolutionary War , the fledgling United States became
sovereign over an area stretching along the Atlantic seaboard from New Hampshire to Georgia , and as far
inland as the Mississippi River , encompassing an area exceeding that of any western European nation of the
time. While the coastal trade was relatively developed, the nation possessed limited transportation and
communication lines with its interior, other than advantageous interior river systems and their interconnecting
portages. For the new lands in the Northwest Territory , the Congress of the Confederation set precedent with
the Northwest Ordinance concerning ownership of the lands, with known transportation routes as "common
highways and forever free. The preliminary report of the Inland Waterways Commission in provides a
description of the early development of transportation and communication infrastructure: There the
deliberations resulted in the framing of the Constitution, whereby the thirteen original States were united
primarily on a commercial basis â€” the commerce of the times being chiefly by water. While transportation
needs were universally recognized, many Anti-Federalists opposed the federal government assuming such a
role. Further westward extensions were constructed to Vandalia, Illinois , but financial crisis ultimately
prevented its planned western extension to the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers. Nevertheless, the road became
a primary overland route over the Appalachian Mountains and the gateway for the surge of westward-bound
settlers and immigrants. Canals[ edit ] USA canals circa Canal companies had also been chartered in the states,
and like turnpikes these early canals were constructed, owned, and operated by private joint-stock companies.
Of all the canals projected for construction, only three had been completed when the War of broke out: After
the war, New York authorized construction of the Erie Canal in Proposed by Governor of New York De Witt
Clinton , the Erie was the first canal project undertaken as a public good to be financed at public risk through
the issuance of bonds. This bold bid for the western trade to their north alarmed the competing merchants of
Philadelphia, since the completion of the National Road also threatened to divert much of their traffic south to
Baltimore. In , the legislature of Pennsylvania grappled with the problem by projecting a series of canals to
connect Philadelphia with Pittsburgh in the west and with Lake Erie and the upper Susquehanna to the north.
Before , the Corps supervised the construction of coastal fortifications, but they also constructed lighthouses,
helped develop jetties and piers for harbors, and carefully mapped the changing navigation channels. Although
temporarily downsized following the war, the Corps was reestablished in and began constructing and repairing
fortifications in Norfolk and New Orleans. The fortification appropriations proliferated during the five years of
diplomatic tension that preceded the War of ; these substantially expanded the system of fortifications
protecting New York Harbor and convinced the commanders of the British navy to avoid attacking that
strategic location. Following the war, the United States soon developed an expanded system of more modern
fortifications to provide the first line of land defense against the threat of attack from European powers.
Federal assistance for internal improvements evolved slowly and haphazardly â€” the product of contentious
congressional factions and an executive branch generally concerned with avoiding unconstitutional federal
intrusions into state affairs. Later, in , Democratic-Republican President Jefferson also had recommended
many internal improvements for Congress to consider, including the creation of necessary amendments to the
Constitution to allow themselves such powers. In much alarm Jefferson suggested to Madison the desirability
of having Virginia adopt a new set of resolutions, founded on those of , and directed against the acts for
internal improvements. The magnitude of the transportation problem was such that neither individual states
nor private corporations seemed able to meet the demands of expanding internal trade. These improvements
would generally be upon public lands under the exclusive jurisdiction of the federal government, not internal
State lands. However, the only contribution of the federal government to internal improvements during the
Jeffersonian era was an appropriation in of two percent of the net proceeds of the sales of public lands in Ohio
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for the construction of a national road, with the consent of the states through which it should pass. Even
non-federalist President James Madison invited the attention of Congress to the need of establishing "a
comprehensive system of roads and canals". Because this appropriation was to be met by the moneys paid by
the National Bank to the government, the bill was commonly referred to as the " Bonus Bill ". But on the day
before he left office, Madison vetoed the bill because he felt it was unconstitutional. Having less regard for
consistency, the House of Representatives recorded its conviction, by close votes, that Congress could
appropriate money to construct roads and canals but did not have the power to construct them. In , a bill to
authorize the collection of tolls on the Cumberland Road was vetoed by President James Monroe. In an
elaborate essay, he set forth his views on the constitutional aspects of a policy of internal improvements.
Congress might appropriate money, Monroe admitted, but it might not undertake the actual construction of
national works nor assume jurisdiction over them. For the moment the drift toward a larger participation of the
national government in internal improvements was stayed. The situation would change dramatically two years
later, however, with Supreme Court rulings that would resolve the related constitutional questions with some
finality. Ogden , ruling that the power to regulate interstate commerce was granted to Congress by the
Commerce Clause of the United States Constitution. The Court went on to conclude that Congressional power
extends to the regulation of all aspects of commerce, overriding state law to the contrary. He called attention
to provisions made for coastal surveys and lighthouses on the Atlantic seaboard and deplored the neglect of
the interior of the country. Crawford felt the constitutional scruples being voiced in the South, and followed
the old expedient of advocating for a constitutional amendment to sanction national internal improvements. In
April Congress passed the General Survey Act , which authorized the president to have surveys made of routes
for roads and canals "of national importance, in a commercial or military point of view, or necessary for the
transportation of public mail;" [10] this is sometimes referred to as the first "Roads and Canals" Act. The
president assigned responsibility for the road, canal and waterway surveys as well as the navigation
improvements to the Corps of Engineers, marking marked the beginning of its continuous involvement in
domestic civil works. The new legislation authorized the president to have river surveys made to clean out and
deepen selected waterways and to make various other river and harbor improvements. It was also the first
legislation of this type to combine authorizations for both surveys and projects, thereby establishing the
pattern for future work. In March the Virginia general assembly declared that all the principles of their earlier
resolutions applied "with full force against the powers assumed by Congress" in passing acts to further internal
improvements and to protect manufacturers. That the John Quincy Adams administration would meet with
opposition in Congress was a foregone conclusion.
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The Mobile Bay serves as an estuary for both the Mobile River and Tensaw River, which means you will be
kayaking in a unique mixture of salt and sea water. Scattered along the shore of the bay are many coastal
towns to visit and multiple public kayaking companies from whom you can rent kayaks or join a group
kayaking tour. While kayaking in the Mobile Bay you will have a scenic wildlife experience as you paddle
along the coast, seeing a variety of seagulls, fish, and even sting rays. Dauphin Island or Gaillard Island.
Though Alabama has many rivers to kayak on, if you are looking for a coastal, saltwater kayaking experience
in this southern state, the Mobile Bay is a great option. The Park offers public kayaking services including
kayak rentals, guided tours, and day trips, and even drop offs and pickups to more remote areas of the bay.
While kayaking, you will see beautiful mountains, glaciers, and if you are lucky black or brown bears. It is
important to note that in the Glacier Bay there are extreme tides and tide rips, so it is important to gather the
appropriate information about the tidal behavior of the area before you embark on your journey. Alaska is one
of the most beautiful states our country has to offer, and if you are planning to make a visit and experience its
nature yourself, the Glacier Bay area is a great place to explore whilst kayaking. The reservoir takes up an area
of about one and a half square miles. There are multiple public launch sites and no permit is needed for your
kayak, however a Tonto Park pass is required for parking. There are multiple rental shops and campgrounds
around the lake from which to rent boats and kayaks. The Canyon Lake area is abundant with Arizonian
wildlife, including cacti, bighorn sheep, vultures, and even bobcats. If you want to beat the hot Arizona
weather and cool off with some fresh water kayaking, Canyon Lake is a great place to do so. If you are
looking for a particularly exciting whitewater kayaking trip, try hitting the rapids of the Cossatot River. The
Cossatot River State Park Natural Area offers a twelve mile stretch of fast paced rapids that is sure to give you
an adrenaline rush. This fast river forms Cossatot Falls, a rocky canyon where you can find the most intense
and challenging class four rapids of the river. The Cossatot River is lined with beautiful, lush pine trees and
jagged rocks. Elk, deer, and bears habitat the Arkansas forest, so you may see some beautiful creatures on
your kayaking journey. Given the inconsistent water levels of the river, kayak rental companies are limited.
However, some private lodges and other overnight accommodations offer rentals. If you want some fun,
whitewater kayaking experiences the next time you find yourself in Arkansas, then the Cossatot River may be
the place for you. If you are looking for a breathtaking place to sea kayak during your next trip to California,
the Channel Islands National Park is the place to visit. From sandy beaches, to lighthouses, to sea caves, there
are many interesting landmarks to see and experience while kayaking. There are multiple companies that offer
kayak tours and rentals in the area. It is important to note that the tides and weather you may experience can
be dangerous, depending on the time of day and year. Hence, it is important to do your research and plan your
trip accordingly. To visit most islands, there is no permit needed. However, there are certain procedures the
public must follow while kayaking in this national park: While kayaking among the islands, you will be
exposed to an incredible ecosystem of flora and fauna. From bald eagles, to sharks, to harbor seals, the
wildlife you may see will be an added bonus to your already beautiful kayaking trip. Flowing through seven
states, the Colorado River is an iconic body of water for whitewater rafting and kayaking. Over 1, miles long,
this popular river is perfect for a multi-day river kayaking trip. There are tens and hundreds of rafting and
kayak rental companies surrounding the river with whom you can join on a guided white water kayak or
rafting tip. Depending on the time of year and section of the river, you can find class four and five rapids that
are sure to give you the thrill of a lifetime. But beware, this river has extreme waters and is not a good choice
for beginners. If you are an experienced whitewater kayaker and wish to tackle this river on your own, there
are many launch sites to choose from. While kayaking, you will be exposed to fascinating wildlife, including a
shore lined with aspen and evergreen trees and populated with mountain lions, antelope, bighorn sheep, black
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bears, and bob cats. For a thrilling and beautiful whitewater kayaking experience the next time you visit
Colorado, the Colorado River is the best place to go. If you are in the Connecticut area and interested in some
casual, calm, flat water kayaking, then Candlewood Lake is the place to visit. Having an area of over eight
square miles, Candlewood Lake is the perfect size for a day or two of kayaking. Though you will have to bring
your own kayak, there are parking lots and public launch ramps to start from. However, if you venture out into
the middle of the lake you may come across some motor boat wake. Candlewood Lake offers you the classic
New England scenery; with luscious oak, maple, and pine trees, the shore line is breathtakingly vibrant during
the fall season. From freshwater fish to water fowl, you will be joined by a plethora of creature while you
kayak. For a calm, beautiful kayaking experience in Connecticut, Candlewood Lake is the location to visit.
This coastal town is the perfect location to have some family fun: There are guided kayak trips and kayak
rentals available to the public: With clean, sandy beaches and salty ocean waters, Fenwick Island is a great
location to improve your sea kayaking skills and experience the beautiful coast of Delaware. Another famous
and fascinating part of this state are the Everglades, a section of wetlands in southern Florida. Whether you
want a fun day trip or an adventurous, multi-day kayaking vacation, the Everglades offers much nature to
explore. There are multiple kayak rental and guide companies to help you make the most of your kayaking
trip. It also offers a diverse environment including freshwater marshes to open salt waters of the Florida Bay.
The wildlife you will find is incredible: Created by the Hartwell Dam, his man made reservoir is one of the
most popular recreational bodies of water in Georgia. Covering over 55, acres, this large lake has much water
to explore. It has multiple different launch sites and kayak rental companies to make your kayaking journey
easy and convenient. You can find diverse wildlife while kayaking on Lake Hartwell: Lush, green trees line
the shores of the lake, providing you with a fresh environment to kayak in. Lake Hartwell is habituated by a
copious amount of fish as well, perfect for any of you wanting to fish as you kayak. To enjoy a fun day of
recreational kayaking under the Georgian sun, take a trip to Hartwell Lake. Though a choppy paddle, this
twenty mile stretch of water give access to some fascinating scenery, including sea cliff views, sea caves, and
waterfalls. Not only are the sights amazing, but you may also spot some incredible animals. From dolphins, to
turtles, to seals, you will be surrounded by cool wildlife. The Napali Coast also offers hiking and camping for
even more access to its breathtaking nature, giving you even more to do on your trip. For an amazing kayaking
getaway, the Napali Coast offers an amazing sea kayaking experience. The biggest lake in the state, Lake Pend
Oreille covers an area of square miles. With such a large surface area to kayak on, Lake Pend offers enough to
explore for a long day of kayaking. It has many public access points and launch sites, as well as multiple
kayak rental companies for those of you who do not own your own kayaks. Lake Pend Oreille is surrounded
by stately mountains, rocks, and pine trees. There is an abundance of interesting wildlife habituating the area.
You may spot mountain goats, eagles, and water birds. In the water swim countless fish, from different species
of trout, to chard, to bass: If you ever find yourself in Idaho, and are looking to get some fresh air and explore
its wildlife, Lake Pend Oreille is the body of water to look into. The Chicago River runs through the heart of
the city and allows all sorts of water crafts: Such boating tourism has grown in popularity over recent years
and has become a unique way to take in the sights and landmark of the windy city. There are multiple kayak
rental companies along the Chicago River who provide kayaks and tours to the public. Though wildlife is
limited as you paddle through the city, it is a great way to see the historic buildings and landmarks of Chicago.
The Chicago River runs over miles long, so if you kayak beyond city limits, then you are more likely to see
the wildlife the Chicago River area has to offer, including beavers, otters, ducks, and even white tailed deer.
So if you desire an out of the box way to explore Chicago, a kayak along the Chicago river may be just the fun
activity you are looking for. This large, man made reservoir expands over about 10, acres, giving you enough
water to explore for a full day of kayaking. For those of you who own your own recreational kayaks, there are
three recreational areas that serve as launch sites. There are also public kayak rentals available for any visitors
traveling without their own kayak. An abundance of wildlife can be found around the Lake Monroe area. With
over 13, acres of protected forests surrounding the lake, much lush greenery and nature is preserved. Lake
Monroe is the perfect location to experience the beautiful nature and fresh air Indiana has to offer. If you are in
the area and desire a calm, relaxing day of kayaking, then the Upper Iowa River is the place to go. This
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relaxing, calm river stretches over miles in northern Iowa, eventually connecting with the Mississippi River.
There are a few kayak rental facilities along the river for those of you who do not own kayaks. This river is a
beautiful asset of Iowa, provide lush greenery and beautiful scenery as you kayak. Tall, limestone cliffs rise
over feet above you on either side of the river, providing a cool environment to kayak in. You are likely to be
joined by many creatures as you kayak the Upper Iowa River, including beavers, otters, and turtles. For some
relaxed river kayaking in Iowa, the Upper Iowa River is the place to go. Located in northeastern Kansas, this
river stretches almost miles. For those of you who do not own kayaks, there are multiple companies from
whom you can rent kayaks for the day. If you do own a kayak or two, there are many public launch sites from
where you can access the river. Given that you are not kayaking in windy weather, the Kansas River has fairly
calm water. For a relaxing day of river kayaking, make a visit to the Kansas River. This reservoir was formed
in the s from Barren River and now covers over ten thousand acres.
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