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1: 10 interesting facts about the Caribbean Islands
The history of the Caribbean reveals the significant role the region played in the colonial struggles of the European
powers since the 15th century. In , Christopher Columbus landed in the Caribbean and claimed the region for Spain.

History of the Caribbean For hundreds of years the Caribbean islands were inhabited by three main indigenous
tribes - the Arawaks, the Ciboney and the tribe that gave the island its name: When Christopher Columbus
became the first European to land on these shores, the history of the Caribbean took a dramatic turn. Spain
originally claimed the entire region as its own. This pleased neither the islanders who lived there, nor the other
major European powers. Within a few years, bloody battles raged over the Caribbean islands, with France ,
Spain, England , Netherlands and Denmark all claiming various islands as their own. Meanwhile, the tribes
native to the islands were being annihilated. As the people were wiped out, so was their way of life, thus the
culture of Caribbean people changed forever. With the onset of slavery on many of the islands, the native
cultures were replaced with those carried over from Africa. Mixed with the imperial European forces, this new
Caribbean culture was ever-changing. Eventually the fighting stopped and most of the islands settled down.
Though slavery still ravaged the the sugar and coffee plantations, most of the warring stopped, as each of the
European powers carved out their own cultures on their respective islands. This began the splintering of
cultures amongst the islands, as even the differences between neighboring islands such as St. Lucia and
Barbados began to differ in small but significant ways. Many of the islands retain carefully preserved
plantations and monuments to the many battles - in fact, the colonial Europeans did a wonderful job
throughout the years of upkeep in regards to historical sites and architecture, allowing the new amalgamation
of cultures that defines Caribbean culture to live on to this day. Much of the history of the Caribbean is
reflected in the traditional music and food of the region. Original Caribbean cuisine has its roots in not only
imperial foods, but in the odd recipes crafted by the early African slaves. Thus many of the spices native to the
Caribbean islands made their way into simple, African dishes. Caribbean Map Caribbean music history is
equally rich with tradition. Calypso, reggae, soca, zouk and many similar styles were each born in the islands
of Trinidad , Jamaica , and Haiti. Their continuing popularity is a testament to the resiliency of the culture of
the Caribbean culture. Nowadays, many of the islands have either won their independence or are part of their
invading countries in name only. Some the islands have become commonwealths of the United States. Others
like Jamaica, Cuba and Haiti are entirely self-sufficient. This has splintered the culture of Caribbean people
even further, as many of the islands continue to stake out new identities as they forge past their imperial pasts
and into the future.
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2: Caribbean Traveler - Caribbean Islands, Vacations, Resorts & Cruises
A Traveller's History of the Caribbean: Ferguson's in-depth guide to the Caribbean-from the arrival of its indigenous
races to the political climate of the region in its current state-is a necessity for the tourist whose tastes are broader than
pink sands.

This makes it popular with tourists worldwide. Many people, however, have trouble deciding which island to
visit. Although it may seem that every Caribbean island is equally desirable and perfect, the fact is there are
significant differences among them. Aruba Aruba offers a diverse number of activities for people of all ages.
On the other hand, you can find many adult-centered activities, such as nightlife and a wide assortment of
casinos. Aruba also has a slightly different landscape from many Caribbean islands, having more of a desert
appearance rather than forests. Lucia Widely considered one of the most beautiful of the Caribbean islands, St.
Lucia has long been a popular spot for honeymooners. It features many all-inclusive resorts with lots of
amenities, a lush landscape with mountains as well as pristine beaches. The island is also famous for its annual
jazz festival, held each spring. Barbados Barbados is one of the most multifaceted Caribbean islands, offering
a wide range of accommodations and activities. It has places to stay for visitors of every budget, and a
diversity of landscapes and cultural activities. Visitors especially enjoy visiting the lively city of Bridgetown,
which dates back to the 17th century. Anguilla Anguilla is most famous for its white beaches, and there are
more than 30 of these to choose from. This island is perfect for people looking for a quiet and less touristy
Caribbean experience. At the same time, you can find some interesting nightlife here to stimulate you after a
day relaxing on the beach. John is part of the U. There are quite a few bargains on both St. Snorkelers should
not miss visiting Trunk Bay, one of the best snorkeling spots in all of the Caribbean for seeing amazing marine
life. Bermuda Bermuda is recognized as one of the most elegant of the Caribbean islands, and also on the
formal side. It has a strong British influence, and you can still find many places that serve traditional afternoon
tea. Cricket matches are also easy to find. Bermuda is also a great destination for golfers, as the island has
many world class courses. This island is extremely convenient to reach from the Eastern U. Flights from New
York to Bermuda are only two hours. Antigua Antigua is a small island that is often grouped with its nearby
neighbor Barbuda. A popular gambling destination, Antigua has a good selection of casinos. It also has plenty
of other exciting nightlife, including great restaurants, cafes and discos. The beaches are also spectacular, and
you can find literally hundreds of them, with both white and pink sand. Vieques is perhaps the best Caribbean
island for truly getting away from it all. It has fewer than 10, inhabitants, giving it a bit of a deserted island
look. Puerto Rico Puerto Rico is a commonwealth of the U. This is a bustling island full of activities. Cities
such as San Juan and Ponce offer lots of historical sites as well as great food and nightlife. There are lots of
different kinds of beaches, making it equally attractive for surfers, snorkelers or people who simply want to
relax. Puerto Rico also has quite a few casinos both large and small. Jamaica Jamaica attracts travelers of
many different types. Some come to see the amazing flora and wildlife, including many exotic species of
birds. Others come to experience the famous Reggae music scene, which had its birthplace on this island.
Others are drawn to the many great deals available on Jamaica, especially when it comes to all-inclusive
resorts. Finally, many golfers come to Montego Bay, known for having the best golf courses in all of the
Caribbean.
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improve your experience on our website.

Huguenot corsairs[ edit ] During the first three-quarters of the sixteenth century, matters of balance of power
and dynastic succession weighed heavily on the course of European diplomacy and war. In , France went to
war with the Holy Roman Empire. Spanish troops routed French armies in France, the Italian Peninsula, and
elsewhere, forcing the French Crown to surrender in and again in The Italian Wars , as the French-Spanish
wars came to be known, reignited in and again in Intermittent warring between the Valois monarchy and the
Habsburg Empire continued until At the time, prodigious treasures from Mexico began to cross the Atlantic
en route to Spain. In , off the Cape of St. Vincent , Portugal, his vessels captured two Spanish ships laden with
a fabulous treasure consisting of 70, ducats worth of gold, large quantities of silver and pearls, and 25, pounds
of sugar, a much-treasured commodity at the time. Corsair port raids in Cuba and elsewhere in the region
usually followed the rescate ransom model, whereby the aggressors seized villages and cities, kidnapped local
residents, and demanded payment for their release. If there were no hostages, corsairs demanded ransoms in
exchange for sparing towns from destruction. Whether ransoms were paid or not, corsairs looted, committed
unspeakable violence against their victims, desecrated churches and holy images, and left smoldering
reminders of their incursions. The next year, a corsair vessel appeared in Havana and demanded a ducat
rescate. Spanish men-of-war arrived soon and scared off the intruding vessel, which returned soon thereafter to
demand yet another rescate. Santiago was also victim of an attack that year, and both cities endured raids yet
again in In â€”, corsairs captured and sacked nine Spanish vessels. While France and Spain were at peace
until , beyond-the-line corsair activity continued. When war erupted again, it echoed once more in the
Caribbean. A particularly vicious French corsair attack took place in Havana in It left a gory toll of killed
Spanish settlers. In all, between and , French corsairs carried out around sixty attacks against Spanish
settlements and captured over seventeen Spanish vessels in the region â€” In , Prince Henry of England
married Princess Catherine of Aragon and soon thereafter they were crowned king and queen. Her successor,
Elizabeth , actually rejected a plan to continue the Anglo-Spanish dynastic union when she refused to consider
marrying Philip; she was to remain virgin and Protestant. As Protestantism spread further in European
kingdoms such as England and France and it became predominant in other formerly Catholic nations, religious
antagonisms played an increasingly important role in determining war and peace among the nations of Europe.
Tensions increased between England and Spain, particularly following the ascent of Anglican Queen Elizabeth
to the throne in Protestantism also spread in France and throughout parts of the Holy Roman Empire. By the
mids, two discernible opposing blocs had taken shape: She openly supported the Dutch insurrection and aided
Huguenot forces in France. Tensions further intensified in , when Elizabeth I ordered the execution of Catholic
Mary Queen of Scotts after twenty years of captivity and gave the order for a preemptive attack against the
Spanish Armada stationed in Cadiz. Although Spain and the Netherlands had been at war since the s, the
Dutch were latecomers, appearing in the region only after the mids, when the Dutch Republic was no longer
on the defensive in its long conflict against Spain. Dutch privateering became more widespread and violent
beginning in the s. Hawkins and his contemporaries mastered the devilish art of maximizing the number of
slaves that could fit into a ship. He and other slave traders methodically packed slaves by having them lay on
their sides, spooned against one another. Hawkins and Drake barely escaped but Oxenham was captured,
convicted of heresy by the Inquisition and burned alive. These were former pirates who now held a more
venerable status as privateers. During those years, over seventy-five documented English privateering
expeditions targeted Spanish possessions and vessels. Drake terrorized Spanish vessels and ports. Early in , his
forces seized Santo Domingo , retaining control over it for around a month. Before departing they plundered
and destroyed the city, taking a huge bounty. Afro-Caribbean history A 19th-century lithograph by Theodore
Bray showing a sugarcane plantation. On right is "white officer", the European overseer, watching plantation
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workers. To the left is a flat-bottomed vessel for cane transportation. The slaves brought to the Caribbean lived
in inhumane conditions. Above are examples of slave huts in Bonaire provided by Dutch colonialists. About 5
feet tall and 6 feet wide, between 2 and 3 slaves slept in these after working in nearby salt mines. Slaves were
brought to the Caribbean from the early 16th century until the end of the 19th century. The majority of slaves
were brought to the Caribbean colonies between and Also in there was a slave revolution in the colony of
Barbados.
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The Caribbean, a region of spectacular natural beauty, has a long and turbulent history. Described by Columbus as an
earthly paradise, it has enticed travellers for hundreds of years - from gold-seeking Spanish conquistadors to
modern-day tourists.

Bath Hotel, Nevis, photograph by Jose Anjo of Antigua Crane Resort old and new buildings, Cobblers Reef,
Barbados The early seaside resorts were developed primarily for curative benefits of bathing [a] in the sea and
breathing the warm, ozone-laden air. According to an Anthropologist, Barbados was referred to as the
"sanatorium of the West Indies" in guidebooks because of its fresh water, sea air, and absence of malaria. In
the 19th century, wealthy European tourists traveled across the Atlantic during the winter months for weeks or
months at a time. Sun exposure was considered healthy at that time and tans were a symbol of "spontaneity
and sensuality" among the wealthy. Friendly native people, a warm climate, very few pests or disease, and
natural beauty made it an attractive holiday option. In addition, people could also select islands based upon the
language spoken: Spanish, French, Dutch or English. In terms of employment, Further, many resorts are
all-inclusive, and vacationers of these resorts rarely eat out at locally owned restaurants, rent water sports gear
from local entrepreneurs, or arrange island tours with local taxis. Locals are denied access to their own
beaches, the best jobs go to non-nationals or those with the lightest skin, and humble service roles and
low-wage jobs predominate in the tourism sector. Scuba diving and snorkeling on coral reefs , cruises, sailing,
and game fishing at sea. On land; golf, botanical gardens, parks, limestone caves, wildlife reserves, hiking,
cycling and horseback riding. Cultural attractions include Carnival, steel bands, reggae and cricket. Due to the
dispersal of the islands, helicopter or aeroplane tours are popular. Specific to this tropical region are tours of
historic colonial plantation houses, sugar mills and rum distilleries. Marijuana has developed in importance
since the 19th century, becoming a significant part of Jamaican culture. This is further morphed by mass
media influences, such as television and the Internet. Tourism, Economic Planning, and Cultural Modernity in
Twentieth-Century Puerto Rico", the tourism industry in the Caribbean is viewed by its critics as causing host
countries to practice economic subservience to the visitors of the islands. He highlights the U. Travel guides
and advertisements used at the time suggested that the people of Puerto Rico lived in poverty and wanted a
chance to serve travelers from the United States. Americans viewed the creation of the hotel as a symbol of
their power to create material progress. A majority of Puerto Rican citizens did not approve of the decision to
build the hotel. They believed that the public funds would have better suited the island inhabitants if they were
invested in improving education and social welfare. In the s, Old San Juan was restored by the Puerto Rican
government in order to attract American visitors interested in the history of the island. Environmental impacts
of tourism in the Caribbean The influx of tourists in the Caribbean has caused environmental damage to both
the marine and land ecosystems of the region. The recent increase in cruise ship popularity has led to pollution
of coastal waters through the emission of oil, sewage and lubricants. In the water around George Town,
Cayman Islands, cruise ship anchors were responsible for the damage of acres of reef habitat. Channel
dredging in shallow waters to allow for easy passage of large ships disturbs the water and also damage corals
and sea grasses. Cruise ships and other watercraft also contribute to the introduction of invasive species by
carrying them from one body of water to another. Boat propellers also harm or kill slow moving animals such
as sea turtles that live near the water surface. Tourists displace rocks, logs and other parts of beach
environments that serve as homes for wildlife. Walking on tropical shores can cause serious damage to corals
that inhabit the area. Fragile dune environments and the vegetation that inhabit them are damaged due to
human foot traffic. The cleaning of natural shore debris to make beaches more appealing for tourists is also an
environmental concern. In addition to enhancing the water quality and adding nutrients, this debris provides a
home for invertebrates and also a food source for predators of the invertebrates. This not only alters the natural
environment but also displaces the plants and animals that live there and threatens ecological balances.
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The Traveller's History series is designed for travellers who want more historical background on the country they are
visiting than can be found in a tour guide. Each volume offers a complete and authoritative history of the country from
the earliest times up to the present day. A Gazetteer cross.

The history of the Caribbean region is fascinating but tumultuous Photo credit: The impact of colonialism and
slavery can still be seen in many of the island cultures today; so much so, in fact, that travelers often note a
sense of living with the near-tangible history that permeates the region. This overview article covers the main
themes and events of Caribbean history, however, more detailed, in-depth articles about the region can be
found chronologically. History tells us that before both of those groups, the Ciboneys came to the Caribbean
islands nearly four or five thousand years ago. European explorers noted separate Arawak tribes occupied
several islands: Their main food sources were the land and ocean: They considered rain, wind, fire, and
hurricanes their natural spiritual forces and believed the afterlife was in a place called "coyaba"--a hallowed
land of dancing that was free of sickness, hurricanes, or hunger. During their quest for gold, the Spaniards
eradicated the tribe in fewer than fifty years. The gold plundering continued until when larger reserves were
discovered in Mexico. Although the Caribs had superstitions, they were largely uninterested in religion. A
warrior tribe, the Caribs wore their dark, black hair oiled and long. While the males fished and hunted for
food, the females tended the "carbet," a circular, thatched shelter which was their primary dwelling. As many
of the women were actually Arawak captives, they spoke their own language among themselves. The Carib
people cultivated foods such as "yucca" and sweet potatoes. The Caribs were also said to be an expert and
aggressive hunting tribe; the men were excellent shots with bows and arrows but their rapid-fire hunting was
not limited to the land: With men "piragua" canoes they would attack vessels on ocean waters. Almost no
indigenous Caribbean Indians survive today. There is a lasting legacy of their history, however, in Arawak
features found in the faces of some Cubans and Dominicans. After the fall of Constantinople, the previously
safe routes to the Far East were sealed off, putting a tremendous hindrance on the ancient spice trade. There
was an increased desire to explore the west and forge new routes that would reopen the spice trade. For his
inaugural trek, Columbus solicited funds from all the major European kings until King Ferdinand and Queen
Isabella of Spain agreed to sponsor his travels to the western world. In , he readied his vessels - the Nina, the
Pinta, and the Santa Maria--and set off with his crew from Palos. Columbus first spotted land on October 12,
He christened this Bahamian island San Salvador. He would eventually touchdown in Cuba before crashing
the Santa Maria off the coast of Hispaniola, known today as the Dominican Republic and Haiti. Columbus
abandoned thirty-eight of his crew members on Hispaniola and returned to Spain where he proclaimed that he
had reached Asia. Columbus made his way to Trinidad in , then returned to a tumultuous Hispaniola where he
contended with island rebels. Despite being sent back to Spain in shackles, Columbus secured a fourth
commission from the Spanish monarchy in , but with the stipulation that he not return to Hispaniola. This
journey ended, however, when he shipwrecked off the coast of Jamaica. Colonization and Independence Some
islands changed hands more than twenty times during the Caribbean wars. European imperialists waged war
among themselves and with the Carib Indians.
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British and French West Indies: The first English settlement on any island in the west Atlantic is the result of an accident.
Castaways from an English vessel, wrecked on its way to Virginia in , find safety on Bermuda.

Instapaper x Looking for interesting facts about the Caribbean Islands? Below you can find a whole list with
information about the Caribbean Islands, as well as some Caribbean quiz questions with answers! Fun and
interesting facts about the Caribbean Islands 1. There are more than different Caribbean islands, islets, reefs
and caves. The islands are divided into different island groups. What are the three major island groups of the
Caribbean? The list of all islands is too long to put here. The Greater Antilles â€” Greater Antilles islands list:
The complete list of Lesser Antilles islands is long. Flickr â€” tribbles 2. How many Caribbean islands are
actually inhabited? Most of the inhabitants of the Caribbean Islands are descendants of African slaves who
were brought to the islands by European colonial powers to work on the sugar plantation. They stayed on the
islands after the slavery had ended. Flickr â€” Kamoteirs A New Beginning 4. Flickr â€” NeitherFanboy 6.
Jamaica was the scene of the very first James Bond film, Dr. Flickr â€” ThomashDevenishek 7. The shortest
runway on earth, not more than 1, feet long, can be found at the Caribbean island of Saba. Flickr â€” Serge
Melki 8. There are more churches per square mile in Jamaica 1, in total than in any other country in the world.
Flickr â€” Scrap Pile 9. The only foreign place that former president George Washington ever visited was
Barbados. He went there with his brother Lawrence, who suffered from tuberculosis and hope the change of
environment would do him good. The house they stayed at is still there. Flickr â€” Loimere When his mistake
was discovered, the Indies were renamed the West Indies to differentiate them from the real East Indies.
Caribbean trivia questions and answers Want more fun facts about the Caribbean Islands? Where is the
Caribbean region located? Why are the Caribbean Islands called the West Indies? The actual history behind it
is pretty long, but it comes down to the fact that when Christopher Columbus sey out to find a sea route to
India, he actually discovered the Americas by accident. Who discovered the Caribbean Islands? Although the
discovery of the Caribbean Islands, and more specifically of Dominica, is attributed to Christopher Columbus,
the islands had in fact already been inhabited by indigenous tribes for centuries. Want more information on the
Caribbean Islands? Then these guides may come in handy:
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A Traveller's History of the Caribbean by James Ferguson A Traveller's History of the Hundred Years War in France:
Battlefields, Castles and Towns by Michael Starks A Traveller's History of the U.S.A. by Daniel John McInerney.

Castaways from an English vessel, wrecked on its way to Virginia in , find safety on Bermuda. When news of
the island reaches England, a party of sixty settlers is sent out in Three decades later, religious friction in the
Bermuda community causes a group of dissenters to seek a place of their own. From they settle in the
Bahamas, a chain of uninhabited islands forming the fringe of the northern Caribbean. This is where
Columbus made his first landfall in In the intervening half century the Spanish have shipped the natives some
40, Arawak Indians to work in the mines of Hispaniola. Meanwhile the eastern fringe of the Caribbean is also
unattended by the Spanish, apart from occasional raids in search of slaves. The British are the first to acquire
valuable footholds in this region. Later in the 17th century Spain loses two large sections of the central
Caribbean to her European enemies. An English fleet invades and captures Jamaica in Sugar, slaves and
shipping: The natives of the islands are put to work as slaves in the mines. Thererafter, when the limited
supply of gold is exhausted, the Spanish West Indies survive as part of the broader economy of Spanish
America. The islands are both gathering point and staging post for the fleets bringing goods from Spain and
taking back the wealth of Mexico and Peru. By contrast the English and French settling on the islands of the
eastern Caribbean need to rely on agriculture. At first they grow tobacco in small holdings. But soon it
becomes clear that the most profitable produce is sugar, grown on large estates and cultivated by slave labour
in gangs. By this time the original inhabitants of the West Indies have been virtually wiped out by a
combination of European diseases and physical exploitation. The plantation owners rely instead on slaves
from Africa. The slaves are at first imported mainly by the Dutch, who have seized many of the Portuguese
slaving stations in west Africa, but later the trade is dominated by the English. Jamaica, in English hands from
, becomes the major slave market of the region. The smaller islands frequently change hands between France
and Britain during the 18th century, in an ongoing conflict which reaches a peak in the s during the French
Revolutionary wars. The war at sea: In the new conflict the first arena of war is another rich colonial region,
the West Indies. During the British seize several of the smaller French islands in the Caribbean, at an
extremely heavy cost in terms of troops dying of yellow fever. On 1 June the Glorious First of June in British
accounts Richard Howe destroys a French squadron in the Atlantic - but fails in his primary purpose of
harming the rich convoy being accompanied on its journey from America to France. The greatest damage to
French interests in the West Indies is done not by British fleets but by the ideals of the French Revolution. By
far the most profitable French possession in the region, and indeed the most productive of all the Caribbean
sugar-producing colonies, is the western half of Hispaniola , under French control from and known as Saint
Domingue. The liberty proclaimed in the French Revolution seems to them an excellent idea. In they rise in
revolt. By , after considerable chaos, a capable leader has emerged and the colony is under black control. He
emerges as one of the leaders of the first independence movement in the West Indies. Thereafter Toussaint
steadily establishes himself as the strongest of the various black leaders. By he is master of French
Saint-Domingue. In he invades Santo Domingo and achieves control over the entire island. A hero perfectly
suited to the Romantic era a noble savage winning liberty for his people , Toussaint adjusts with skill to his
adopted role as ruler of the island. Continuing to profess allegiance to France, he nevertheless declares himself
governor general of the island for life. As such he signs trade agreements with powers such as the United
States and Britain. Toussaint is flexible enough to invite several former French colonists to return to their
plantations, and yet strict enough to ensure that their ex-slaves get to work in a disciplined fashion as free
labourers. But his luck runs out in , when the two exhausted European enemies agree to the peace of Amiens.
The expedition proves a disaster for the French. Within two years most of the soldiers have died of yellow
fever. But meanwhile this is a well-armed force too strong for Toussaint and his followers to resist. Early in
they surrender in return for a generous truce offered by Leclerc. He is arrested and sent to France, where he
dies in prison in The renewal of war with Britain in , combined with the ravages of yellow fever, means that
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France is unable to hold her newly recovered colony. Another black revolution in proves conclusive. He
massacres those French who still remain on the island and declares himself emperor, as Jacques I. His brutal
rule soon provokes unrest and he dies in when attempting to put down a revolt. His crown is inherited by one
of his generals, Henri Christophe, who more modestly calls himself King Henry I. Haiti achieves some degree
of stability under Jean Pierre Boyer, who wins power after the death of Henri Christophe in Two years later
Boyer invades and overwhelms the eastern half of the island, Santo Domingo, where the inhabitants have in
risen in rebellion against Spain. Boyer rules French-speaking Haiti, and governs Spanish-speaking Santo
Domingo as a conquered province, until he is overthrown in a revolution in The upheaval of that year also
gives Santo Domingo the chance to throw off the yoke of Haiti. The eastern half of the island proclaims its
independence, as the Dominican Republic, in Hispaniola , the oldest European colony in the western
hemisphere, becomes also the first region to be free.
8: Uncommon Caribbean | Celebrating the undiscovered charms of Caribbean travel & culture.
The history of the Caribbean is rich with adventurous tales, blended cultures, and natural diversity. The impact of
colonialism and slavery can still be seen in many of the island cultures today; so much so, in fact, that travelers often
note a sense of living with the near-tangible history that permeates the region.

9: The Best Vacation Ideas & Destinations for - TripAdvisor
#3 in Best Places to Visit in the Caribbean Spring is the time to travel to the U.S. Virgin Islands, particularly in late April
when the boisterous Carnival season in St. Thomas gets underway.
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