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This volume has been peer-reviewed by: Affections and disaffections In search of new directions for European
civilisation: Everything is in motion, old norms collapse while the new are yet to be properly established, and
even highly cultivated readers find it impossible to follow the vast torrent of material that flows out from both
traditional and newly founded publishing houses and innumerable ephemeral periodicals. Now, you will
certainly not be so good as to understand this. My liver hurts; well, then let it hurt even worse! Within this
polemic, this reaction against positivism, we are able, then, to trace two contradictory trends: Introduction 9
This fundamental axiological dichotomy involves yet further contradictions. For their philosophy, the
symbolists read Schopenhauer, and of course Nietzsche, whose works even inspired Georg Brandes to write
the concise manifesto Aristocratic Radicalism, an artistic revolt against the tyranny of mediocrity, bourgeois
tastes and modern mass culture. In terms of their politics, symbolists are almost impossible to classify as they
span the entire spectrum of the political parties and movements of the day: We invite the reader to seek
answers to this question in the chapters that follow. Hugo von Hofmannsthal1 Two trends in modernist
literature: Romantic roots In the world of literature and the arts at the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, we are able to distinguish two separate but frequently converging trends that sought to come to
terms with what was generally perceived as a crisis in European civilisation. Ryder , in F. In search of new
directions for European civilisation 15 Abstracts In search of new directions for European civilisation: The
philosophy of the history of Russian Symbolism From among the many characteristics descriptive of spiritual
life at the turn of the twentieth century, this chapter focuses on the revival of the Romantic vision of the
cosmos as an organic, dynamic and creative whole. This vision served as the basis both for the
epistemological reflections on the differences between the humanities and the empirically oriented sciences
W. This response found its strongest expression in the concept of sobornost, which attempted to capture the
communal nature of individual spiritual activities. In the Symbolist era, this tendency is represented by the
philosophers V. The renaissance of modernity The chapter focuses on the paradigm shift in Spanish thought
which took place around the year The new literature is Abstracts characterised by the appearance of a number
of distinctive features: Around the year , however, modernity in Europe is coming to an end. Drawing on the
argumentation of Roger Griffin in Modernism and Fascism , it focuses on cultural and societal developments
in the United States of America during the period in question. Shadows in the backlands: The Brazilian
regionalist short story at the turn of the twentieth century The intellectual and spiritual climate of the turn of
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries was torn between adherence to positivist certainties and an enduring
interest in the mystery of the unmapped and the unsolved. In Brazil, endeavouring to get in step with the
modern world, one particular zone of unexplored shadows was provided by rural communities and their
archaic thought. They seem quite shocking to me because of their narrow and inadequate perspective and also
due to their retrograde bias. They significantly contributed to neutralization of radical humour in France. The
conclusion outlines briefly the development of radical humour in the French 20th century literature and it also
offers intercultural comparison with Czech attitude towards humour in order to show, why and how the
conceptions of it might differ within different social environments. The two periods have certain features in
common: From Naturalism to Symbolism: After , however, the writer stops sending theoretical texts to French
newspapers. He continues defending young intellectuals against censorship and accuses the military and
political powers of the day of being guilty of criminal activity the Dreyfus affair , but texts Abstracts about
Naturalism itself become rare. The texts under discussion, from around , represent an appeal for exceptional
literary works written by spiritual aristocrats, and directly or indirectly dismiss contemporary Realism and
Naturalism. Between critique and fiction: Modes and challenges of this ambiguity are then analysed. The
Frailty of the Fracture: Such analysis shows how the boundary between Decadence and Symbolism becomes a
topic with ontological implications, perpetually oscillating between the similarities and dissimilarities between

Page 1

CENTURY AT DUSK, CENTURY AT DAWN pdf
the two aesthetics. Inadequacy and the bourgeois age: Out in the open: An overview of his poetic works
corroborates these constant changes. Intermezzo embodies Symbolism of the decadent kind, in which man is
perceived merely as an object of biological determination and erotic enslavement. In the Symbolism of Poema
paradisiaco, the poet rejects the power of the Schopenhauerian will and contemplates the flow of life from an
exalted aesthetic stance. The myth of the dead city in Portuguese fiction at the turn of the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries The chapter deals with the myth of the dead city and focuses on urban imagery in
Portuguese fiction at the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth Dusk and Dawn centuries. Each of these urban
representations, in which particular attention is paid to the social world, anticipate the symbolic topography of
Portuguese literature from later in the twentieth century. But they also travel in time and undertake spiritual
journeys, searching for God, the mystery of the Universe, or their own identity. Their eternal aim is the Beauty
and Harmony which they fail to see in the world around them. The Late Laboratory of French Symbolism: In
his approach to poetry and more generally to literature two basic convictions are identified. Based on these
two criteria, Visan evaluates the achievements of Parnassian and symbolist poets, but his readings and
evaluations are considered somewhat misleading. He seems to overrate the Parnassian call for objectivity and
for exact imitation. These hasty assertions are no longer tenable, partly because they deliberately served the
purpose of polemic. Cuaderno de lo Bello con Dios During her doctoral studies she lectured in modern
French literature at the Faculty of Arts, CUP, and since has lectured at the Pedagogical Faculty, specialising in
world literature. Her main interests lie in Italian literature from the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries two monographs: In collaboration with the Italian Cultural Institute in Prague she organised two
international conferences: She translates from English and Portuguese into Czech i. Steiner, Machado de
Assis, M. Apart from numerous articles, afterwords and book reviews, he has written the books The Roots of
Modernist Narrative: She specialises in American literature and culture, including from the perspective of
comparative literature and the history of translation. She is also interested in the gendered literary history, and
questions of gender and translation. She has been on several specialist internships abroad. Her published
works include numerous scholarly monographs and articles. Since he has been teaching in the Institute of
Romance Studies at the same faculty. Between and he was head of the Department of Italian Studies, and was
habilitated in He works in collaboration with the University of South Bohemia, where he was made professor
in B by Spanish author Gonzalo Torrente Ballester. She specialises in the modernist era and the genre of the
novel. He has published six collections of poetry. His study Between Two Fires: He also translates Czech and
German philosophy into Spanish. Since he has worked in the Institute of Czech and Comparative Literature,
especially in the doctoral studies programme, and also works in collaboration with the Institute of East
European Studies. He received his professorship in He specialises in the romantic current in Russian literature
and Russian thought from Romanticism to Symbolism. He has published three monographs: She specialises in
Portuguese prose of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and the novels and short stories of African
lusophone authors. She has written numerous scholarly articles, postscripts and text books. She specialises in
French literature from the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, literary theory, the history of film,
and the francophone Quebec novel. She has published two monographs: About the authors Summary Dusk
and Dawn: Literature between Two Centuries This monograph, penned by an interdisciplinary team of
philologists from the Faculty of Arts of Charles University and their European colleagues, examines European
and American literatures from the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, tracing not only the trends
common to the whole cultural region but also the differences manifested in particular national literatures. The
book is divided into two parts: The book attests very clearly to the fact that despite local differences,
Euro-American literatures faced a common set of problems that included the crisis of modern culture, the
confutation of Positivism, the relativisation of art forms and genres, and the problematisation of the subject.
The book makes a contribution to a re-evaluation of this period and to a greater awareness of its significance
for self-reflection and a possible renaissance of modern culture. Jana Palacha 2, Prague 1 Cover and
typography:
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