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1: Choosing Your Way Through America's Past : Anne E Schraff :
(Choosing Your Way Through America's Past, Choosing Your Way Through the World's Medieval Past) How she dreads
reading dry history textbooks - and promptly forgets the names and dates after the test. With these supplements, she
can dig into the problems that the characters faced throughout history.

Share7 Shares 2K For all of the time we spend researching and documenting our past, there are still many
questions left unanswered. Our ancestors left a lot of traces in this world, and not all of them were ever meant
to be understood by other cultures. Despite our best efforts, they remain mysteries to this day. The Nazca
Lines are probably the most famous geoglyph, but just kilometers mi from the Nazca Plain is an even more
mysterious example. The Paracas Candelabra measures about meters ft across. Despite the close proximity to
the Nazca Lines, this geoglyph was likely not built by the Nazca people. Ancient pottery found at the site
dates to B. But while we have some idea who built the candelabra and when, the question of why leaves
archaeologists baffled. Some attribute a religious value to the geoglyph, as locals consider it to be the staff of
Viracocha, an ancient creator god. Others, however, suggest a more practical purpose. The Candelabra is
carved into a hill. The angle and huge size means that it can be seen from a great distance, as far as 20
kilometers 12 mi out to sea. This has led some to believe that it was used as a landmark for sailors. Although
Stonehenge comes to mind first, many more are to be found. The White Horse in Uffington, a meter ft hill
figure, was created by digging deep trenches filled with crushed chalk. This animal appears to be a horse, and
similar depictions appear on ancient coins dated to the Bronze Age. Near the figure are burial mounds from
the Neolithic period. These graves were reused up until the Saxon period, leading some to claim that the White
Horse is not as old as previously thought. Two factors separate the Uffington White Horse from similar
landmarks. For starters, the White Horse is much, much older. Many other horse figures date to as late as the
18th century, so they were most likely done in honor of the original White Horse. The other factor is the
condition of the figure. Considering how old it is, the White Horse is in remarkable shape , most likely thanks
to the locals who kept it in good repair. The language had a huge impact on the world since it heavily
influenced Latin, but nowadays, it is mostly lost. Only a few ancient documents feature it, so large chunks of
the Liber Linteus are still untranslated to this day. From what can be gathered from the book, it appears to be a
ritual calendar , although it was initially thought to detail funeral rituals. It is extremely uncommon for linen
books to last that longâ€”but the Liber Linteus was no ordinary book. It survived because it was repurposed.
The book was cut into pieces and used by ancient Egyptians to wrap a mummy. This meant that the Liber
Linteus was preserved in good condition, but it went unstudied for a long period of time. Even when it was
found, most people who saw it simply assumed that the text was Egyptian. National Parks Service The ancient
cultures of the Americas still hold many secrets, and one way to decode them is by studying rock paintings. A
7-meter 24 ft artwork dated to over 4, years ago, the White Shaman is thought to offer information regarding
an ancient lost religion. Up until recently, most archaeologists agreed that the artwork depicted five human
figures in battle or during a pre-battle ritual. However, one archaeologist now claims it shows people
communicating with the spirit world, specifically through the use of peyote. They, too, are a collection of lines
etched into the ground, but they dwarf other geoglyphs in sheer scope. Sajama has thousands, maybe even tens
of thousands of different lines that range from 1â€”3 meters 3â€”10 ft in width and can be up to 18 kilometers
11 mi in length. The lines cover an area of almost 7, square meters 70, sq ft â€”roughly 15 times larger than
the famous Nazca Lines. Despite their giant scale, very little research has been done regarding the Sajama
Lines. The true size of the network had been very difficult to gauge until recently, when satellite imagery
became available. Their purpose remains a mystery. They may have guided pilgrims, they may have marked
burial towers, or they may have had some sort of astronomical significance. Most archaeologists used to agree
that several regions developed writing independently between and B. The earliest examples we could find
showed photo-writing from cultures such as the Sumerians in Mesopotamia. However, if the Tartaria tablets
are genuine, then they predate the other discoveries by 2, years. In that case, the earliest writing belongs to the
Vinca civilization, a Neolithic culture present throughout southeastern Europe between and B. Various other
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artifacts from that era belonging to the Vinca culture have been found, also with symbols on them. The
mystery regarding the tablets comes from their age. Initially, museum employees baked the clay tablets to
better preserve them. The process rendered accurate carbon dating impossible. So at first, they appeared to be
from around B. Only recently have newer tests suggested that they are much older. They show various
representations of animals, geometric shapes, and giant humans, the largest depicting a meter ft man. The true
scope of the geoglyphs was unknown until , when it was viewed from the air. Based on their location, they
were likely constructed by the Quechan or Mojave Indians. The etchings are supposed to represent important
figures from these respective cultures. Two, for instance, are thought to represent Mastamho and Kataar, two
creator deities found in Mojave culture. But we still know remarkably little about the carvings for certain.
They could have been made as long as 10, years ago or as recently as years ago. Most experts agree on the
time and placeâ€”June 10, B. The cause of death, however, remains far from certain. For a long time, we
thought Alexander was poisoned. Viable suspects aboundedâ€”his generals, his wife, his half-brother, and
more. All we know for certain is that Alexander fell ill suddenly and spent two weeks in bed with a high fever
and abdominal pains before dying. Yet his death may have been the result of an illness instead of foul play.
This still leaves many potential candidates to explain the symptoms: Recent theories also suggest that he could
have been the victim of an infectious disease like typhoid or malaria. Even more mysterious is how his death
was foretold by the Chaldeans, who warned him he would die if he entered Babylon. The meter ft tower is still
in good condition today, even though it was built sometime in the 12th or 13th century using baked bricks.
The intricate decorations and inscriptions are still clearly visible. An inscription notes when it was built, but it
cannot be read with certainty. We just know the tower was built by the Ghorid Dynasty at the height of its
glory, when it ruled over parts of modern Iran, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and India. The most intriguing theory
regarding the Minaret of Jam is that it might have belonged to the lost city of Firozkoh. Also known as the
Turquoise Mountain, the city was the capital of the Ghorid Dynasty and one of the greatest cities in the world.
But it was completely destroyed by Ogedei Khan, son of Genghis, and its location was forever lost. We do not
know its author, origin, or location. We do not even know exactly what it looked like. All we know is that the
first documented mention of the Emerald Tablet dates to an old Arabic book sometime between the sixth and
eighth centuries. The earliest Arabic translations claim that the original text was in ancient Syriac. The first
Latin translation of the text appeared in the 12th century, and multiple other translations have been made since
then including one by Sir Isaac Newton. The text is considered the most important document in the field of
alchemy. But despite allegedly holding such valuable information, nobody has ever successfully used the
Emerald Tablet to achieve that alchemical feat. Radu enjoys reading and writing about all things weird and
wacky.
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Norte Chico in the Andes The first civilization emerged in Sumer in the southern region of Mesopotamia now
part of modern-day Iraq. C, Sumerian city states had collectively formed civilization , with government,
religion, diversity of labor and writing. Among the city states Ur was among the most significant. The
Sumerian Renaissance also developed c. Egypt was a superpower at the time. East of Persia, was the Indus
River Valley civilization which organized cities neatly on grid patterns. The beginning of the Shang dynasty
emerged in China in this period, and there was evidence of a fully developed Chinese writing system. The
Shang Dynasty is the first Chinese regime recognized by western scholars though Chinese historians insist that
the Xia Dynasty preceded it. The Shang Dynasty practiced forced labor to complete public projects. There is
evidence of massive ritual burial. Early Iron Age[ edit ] This section needs additional citations for verification.
Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged
and removed. July Learn how and when to remove this template message The Iron Age is the last principal
period in the three-age system, preceded by the Bronze Age. Its date and context vary depending on the
country or geographical region. The Iron Age over all was characterized by the prevalent smelting of iron with
Ferrous metallurgy and the use of Carbon steel. Smelted iron proved more durable than earlier metals such as
Copper or Bronze and allowed for more productive societies. The Iron Age took place at different times in
different parts of the world, and comes to an end when a society began to maintain historical records. Around
BC, the Trojan War was thought to have taken place. In Greece the Mycenae and Minona both disintegrated.
A wave of Sea Peoples attacked many countries, only Egypt survived intact. Afterwards some entirely new
successor civilizations arose in the Eastern Mediterranean. The Zhou dynasty was established in China shortly
thereafter. During this Zhou era China embraced a feudal society of decentralized power. Iron Age China then
dissolved into the warring states period where possibly millions of soldiers fought each other over feudal
struggles. Pirak is an early iron-age site in Balochistan , Pakistan , going back to about BC. This period is
believed to be the beginning of the Iron Age in India and the subcontinent. Around the same time came the
Vedas , the oldest sacred texts for the Hindu Religion. In BC, the rise of Greek city-states began. In BC, the
first recorded Olympic Games were held. In contrast to neighboring cultures the Greek City states did not
become a single militaristic empire but competed with each other as separate polis. Widespread trade and
communication between distinct regions in this period, including the rise of the Silk Road. This period saw the
rise of philosophy and proselytizing religions. In these developments religious and philosophical figures were
all searching for human meaning. Significant for the time was the Persian Achaemenid Empire. The Royal
Road allowed for efficient trade and taxation. Greek culture, and technology spread through West and South
Asia often synthesizing with local cultures. In South Asia, the Mauryan empire briefly annexed much of the
Indian Subcontinent though short lived, its reign had the legacies of spreading Buddhism and providing an
inspiration to later Indian states. As a result of empires, urbanization and literary spread to locations which had
previously been at the periphery of civilization as known by the large empires. Upon the turn of the
millennium the independence of tribal peoples and smaller kingdoms were threatened by more advanced
states. Empires were not just remarkable for their territorial size but for their administration and the
dissemination of culture and trade, in this way the influence of empires often extended far beyond their
national boundaries. Trade routes expanded by land and sea and allowed for flow of goods between distant
regions even in the absence of communication. Distant nations such as Imperial Rome and the Chinese Han
Dynasty rarely communicated but a horde of Roman Coins have been discovered in modern-day Vietnam.
Outside of civilization large geographic areas such as Siberia , Sub Saharan Africa and Australia remained
sparsely populated. The New World hosted a variety of separate civilizations but its own trade networks were
smaller due to the lack of draft animals and the wheel. Empires with their immense military strength remained
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fragile to civil wars, economic decline and a changing political environment internationally. In Persia regime
change took place from Parthia to the more centralized Sassanian Empire. The land based Silk Road continued
to deliver profits in trade but came under continual assault by nomads all on the northern frontiers of
Euarasian nations. Safer sea routes began to gain preference in the early centuries AD Proselytizing religions
began to replace polytheism and folk religions in many areas. Social change, political transformation as well
as ecological events all contributed to the end of Ancient Times and the beginning of the Post Classical era in
Eurasia roughly around the year
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3: 10 Ancient Archaeological Mysteries That We May Never Solve - Listverse
Nephilim Giants / Angels & Aliens of the Past / Scheletro interista / Ancient Human Skeletons DÃ¼nyanÄ±n en Ã§abuk
ve en havalÄ± ayakkabÄ± baÄŸcÄ±ÄŸÄ± baÄŸlama yÃ¶ntemi!

Mapping the Past in the El Paso Valley! Check out a cool old map to see what the El Paso valley in far west
Texas looked like about years ago! I think the map looks like Tiny Town, with missions, presidios, and
haciendas where Spanish soldiers, settlers, missionaries, and Indians lived. All these missions and settlements
were along the banks of the mighty Rio Grande where the people grew corn, beans, squash, and even grapes!
World of the Caddo In ancient times, the Caddo were "lords" of the East Texas woodlands and far beyond.
Their villages and farms stretched for miles along the wide Red River, the Neches, and the Sabine. The Caddo
people were farmers, hunters, builders, artists, traders, warriors, dancers, and priests. They were fathers, and
mothers, sisters, and brothers. Explore the world of the Caddo like you never have before! What was it like to
live years ago? Can you imagine not having supermarkets or malls to buy food or clothes? Can you imagine
cooking without a stove or building your own house? Meet the People of Fort Griffin! Travel way back in
time to visit a real Army fort from the s and a rip-roaring Texas town called The Flat! You and Major Dirt, a
U. Army officer, will meet cowboys, soldiers, buffalo hunters, Indian scouts, and a little girl named Sallie who
grew up on the west Texas frontier. You can check in at the Tonkawa Indian village, too! Why they used sign
language, of course! Play the Talking Hands game to see if you can guess the meaning of Plains Indians hand
signs, then try your hand at creating your own sign language. Dig through Layers of Time! Have you every
wondered what lies 10 feet beneath the ground? Join archeologists as they shovel through layers of history at a
really deep site near San Antonio, Texas. Journey with an Explorer Cabeza de Vaca, the famous Spanish
explorer, had a very tough time while traveling in south Texas in the early s. Learn how he survived,
discovered new people the Coahuiltecan Indians , and ate some pretty wild food!
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Choosing Your Way Through the World's Ancient Past has 2 ratings and 0 reviews. Involves students in history study by
putting them into the action. Build.

The International History Project Date: Archaeology studies past human behavior through the examination of
material remains of previous human societies. These remains include the fossils preserved bones of humans,
food remains, the ruins of buildings, and human artifactsâ€”items such as tools, pottery, and jewelry. From
their studies, archaeologists attempt to reconstruct past ways of life. Archaeology is an important field of
anthropology, which is the broad study of human culture and biology. Archaeologists concentrate their studies
on past societies and changes in those societies over extremely long periods of time. However, archaeology is
distinct from paleontology and studies only past human life. Archaeology also examines many of the same
topics explored by historians. But unlike historyâ€”the study of written records such as government archives,
personal correspondence, and business documentsâ€”most of the information gathered in archaeology comes
from the study of objects lying on or under the ground Archaeologists refer to the vast store of information
about the human past as the archaeological record. The archeological record encompasses every area of the
world that has ever been occupied by humans, as well as all of the material remains contained in those areas.
Archaeologists study the archaeological record through field surveys and excavations and through the
laboratory study of collected materials. Many of the objects left behind by past human societies are not present
in the archaeological record because they have disintegrated over time. The material remains that still exist
after hundreds, thousands, or millions of years have survived because of favorable preservation conditions in
the soil or atmosphere. For the most part, the only things that survive are durable items such as potsherds
small fragments of pottery , tools or buildings of stone, bones, and teeth which survive because they are
covered with hard enamel. Because many items disintegrate over time, archaeologists get an incomplete view
of the past that they must fill in with other kinds of information and educated reasoning. On rare occasions,
however, delicate objects have been preserved. For example, fabrics and flowers were found in the celebrated
tomb of Tutankhamun, an Egyptian pharaoh who was buried in BC. Archaeology became established as a
formal discipline in the 19th and early 20th centuries. At that time, most archaeological work was confined to
Europe, to the so-called cradle of civilization in southwestern Asia, and to a few areas of the Americas. Today,
archaeologists study the great cultural diversity of humanity in every corner of the world. Archaeological
study covers an extremely long span of time and a great variety of subjects. The earliest subjects of
archaeological study date from the origins of humanity. These include fossil remains believed to be of human
ancestors who lived 3. These sites contain evidence of the first appearance of bipedal upright walking , apelike
early humans. Laetoli even reveals footprints of humans from 3. Some sites also contain evidence of the
earliest use of simple tools. Archaeologists have also recorded how primitive forms of humans spread out of
Africa into Asia about 1. The first physically modern humans, Homo sapiens sapiens, appeared in tropical
Africa between , and , years agoâ€”dates determined by molecular biologists and archaeologists working
together. Dozens of archaeological sites throughout Asia and Europe show how people migrated from Africa
and settled these two continents during the last Ice Age , to 15, years ago. Archaeological studies have also
provided much information about the people who first arrived in the Americas over 12, years ago.
Archaeologists have documented that the development of agriculture took place about 10, years ago.
Archaeology plays a major role in the study of early civilizations, such as those of the Sumerians of
Mesopotamia, who built the city of Ur, and the ancient Egyptians, who are famous for the pyramids near the
city of Giza and the royal sepulchers tombs of the Valley of the Kings at Thebes. Other sites that represent
great human achievement are as varied as the cliff dwellings of the ancient Anasazi a group of early Native
Americans at Mesa Verde, Colorado see Mesa Verde National Park ; the Inca city of Machu Picchu high in the
Andes Mountains of Peru; and the mysterious, massive stone portrait heads of remote Easter Island in the
Pacific. Archaeological research spans the entire development of phenomena that are unique to humans. For
instance, archaeology tells the story of when people learned to bury their dead and developed beliefs in an
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afterlife. Sites containing signs of the first simple but purposeful burials in graves date to as early as 40, years
ago in Europe and Southwest Asia. By the time people lived in civilizations, burials and funeral ceremonies
had become extremely important and elaborate rituals. Few burials rival their lavish sepulchers. Being able to
trace the development of such rituals over thousands of years has added to our understanding of the
development of human intellect and spirit. Archaeology also examines more recent historical periods. Some
archaeologists work with historians to study American colonial life, for example. They have learned such
diverse information as how the earliest colonial settlers in Jamestown, Virginia, traded glass beads for food
with native Algonquian peoples; how the lives of slaves on plantations reflected their roots in Africa; and how
the first major cities in the United States developed. One research project involves the study of garbage in
present-day cities across the United States. This garbage is the modern equivalent of the remains found in the
archaeological record. In the future, archaeologists will continue to move into new realms of study.
Archaeology covers such an enormous span of time that archaeologists specialize in different time periods and
different cultures. They also specialize in particular methods of study. Some archaeologists study human
biological and cultural evolution up to the emergence of modern humans. Others focus on more recent periods
of major cultural development, such as the rise of civilizations. Some study only the ancient or classical
civilizations of the Middle East or Europe. Others research later historical subjects and time periods, using
both written and archaeological evidence. Many archaeologists have expertise in other fields that are important
to archaeological study, including physical anthropology the study of human biology and anatomy , geology,
ecology, and climatology the science of weather patterns. Prehistoric archaeology is practiced by
archaeologists known as prehistorians and deals with ancient cultures that did not have writing of any kind.
Prehistory, a term coined by 19th-century French scholars, covers past human life from its origins up to the
advent of written records. Historyâ€”that is, the human past documented in some form of writingâ€”began
years ago in parts of southwestern Asia and as recently as the late 19th century AD in central Africa and parts
of the Americas. Because there are no written records for prehistory, prehistorians rely entirely on material
remains for evidence. Discoveries of early human ancestors have changed the way many people think about
what it means to be human. For instance, researchers working in southern Ethiopia and northern Kenya have
found evidence that some human ancestors who lived about 2 million years ago were scavengers. They used
stone tools to butcher game taken from the kills of predators such as lions. In at Laetoli, Tanzania,
paleoanthropologist Mary Leakey discovered a fascinating early human site: This find provides some of the
strongest evidence that hominids walked upright as early as 3. Some prehistorians specialize in studying
various periods of the Stone Age. This period of human cultural development began about 2. The Stone Age
ended at different times in different parts of the world, roughly within the last 10, years. By analyzing plant
remains at Abu Hureyra in the s and s, British archaeologist and botanist Gordon Hillman showed that the
inhabitants of this village were among the earliest people to cultivate wild cereal grasses, ones that evolved
into what we know today as wheat and barley. At their height, ancient civilizations centered on magnificent
cities with large buildings and tombs. Some of these cities also had roads and human-made waterways.
Archaeologists who study this period of the human past investigate how sufficient political and economic
power developed to create and maintain early civilizations, and what factors led to the decline of such large
and powerful societies. Archaeologists who study ancient civilizations also often concentrate on particular
regions. Egyptologists, for instance, study the civilization of ancient Egypt. Generations of Egyptologists have
studied the numerous finds from the well-preserved tomb of the pharaoh Tutankhamun. This tomb is located
in the Valley of the Kings at Thebes and was found by British archaeologist Howard Carter in Other
archaeologists have recorded architectural details, paintings, and inscriptions from the many other tombs in the
Valley of the Kings. Egyptological research projects also study numerous other important sites along the Nile
River valleyâ€”including the city of Memphis and the Old Kingdom mortuary complex of Gizaâ€”as well as
north to the Mediterranean Sea, east to the Sinai Peninsula, and south into the Nubian Desert. Classical
archaeology examines ancient Greek and Roman civilization. During the late s German-born American
archaeologist Heinrich Schliemann conducted expeditions in Greece and Turkey, near the coasts of the
Aegean Sea. Schliemann first excavated in Hissarlik, Turkey, revealing what he claimed were several distinct
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periods of the great city of Troy, which is described in the Iliad, an epic tale by Homer. Schliemann also
excavated in Mycenae, Greece, searching for the tomb of the Greek leader Agamemnon, who campaigned
against Troy in the Trojan War. Schliemann conducted quick excavations, destroyed large portions of his sites,
which earned him the suspicion and anger of the Turkish government. Many other archaeologists followed
Schliemann, conducting more methodical and scientific excavations of lands surrounding the Aegean. Recent
archaeology of the classic civilizations of Europe has concentrated on the lives of common citizens. American
archaeologist David Soren, for example, led a research team in the s in southwestern Cyprus. Soren and his
team reconstructed the events of a powerful earthquake that struck the Roman port of Kourion in AD
Historical archaeology examines past cultures that used some form of writing. Although writing was invented
thousands of years ago in some parts of the world, many historical archaeologists study only the past few
hundred years. Historical archaeologists use written documents as part of their research, and they may work in
collaboration with historians. This kind of archaeology first developed in North America and England. It
continues to thrive in both of those places but is also practiced in many other parts of the world. Historical
archaeologists have studied a wide variety of subjects, such as relations among settlers and Native Americans
in colonial North America, Spanish religious missions in the southern United States, medieval villages in
England, and early factories of the Industrial Revolution in Europe and North America. Underwater
archaeology uses special methods to study shipwrecks and other archaeological sites that lie beneath water.
Archaeologists who work under water rely on sophisticated diving and excavating equipment and employ
special techniques to preserve perishable materials that have been submerged for long periods. In an extensive
underwater archaeological project from to , a team led by American archaeologist George Bass and Turkish
archaeologist Cemal Pulak recovered the cargo of a heavily laden Bronze Age ship at Uluburun, off the
southern coast of Turkey. The ship, which was wrecked in a storm around O BC, carried enough copper and
tin ingots to forge weapons for a military regiment of several hundred people. Some archaeologists learn skills
from other disciplines to form specialized fields of study. For instance, experts in zooarchaeology study
animal bones found in and around human habitations, from which much can be learned about human
subsistence methods. Archaeologists who specialize in paleoethnobotany study the plants used by ancient
people for food, medicine, and other purposes. Some archaeologists also have expertise in such subjects as
radiocarbon dating methods or the techniques used in ancient metallurgy the making of metals from mineral
ores. Another archaeological specialty, geoarchaeology, determines what ancient environments and landscapes
were like. Geoarchaeologists use many sources of information and specialized techniques to learn about
environmental conditions of the past.
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While it is impossible to choose the best of the bunch, we have chosen ten incredible texts to feature, which
have served to open a window onto the daily lives of our ancestors and enhanced the knowledge we hold about
our ancient past. The Dunhuang manuscripts date to between the 5th and 11th centuries A. Although the
Dunhuang Manuscripts contain mostly Buddhist texts, there were other forms of sacred texts as well. These
include Taoist, Nestorian Christian, and Manichaean texts. In addition, there were also secular texts that dealt
with various areas of knowledge, such as mathematics, history, astronomy and literature. One of the
significant aspects of the Dunhuang Manuscripts can be seen in the large amount of folk literature in it. As this
form of literature is about the lives of ordinary people, it provides a unique perspective on their experiences,
the way they associated with the wider society and the government, as well as their relationships with family
and friends. From the 6th to 8th centuries A. The teachings of the Buddha were translated into Tibetan, but its
final compilation was only achieved in the 14th century. As copies were made of the original Kangyur, this
text was disseminated throughout Tibet. One of these copies is the Kangyur written with 9 precious stones,
which is the only copy in the world. The ink used in the writing of this Kangyur is literally made from
precious stones. Then, using a painting brush made of sable fur, the ink would be used to write on processed
black paper. In addition to the text, paintings were also added to the Kangyur. The Legendary Emerald Tablet
The Emerald Tablet is said to be a tablet of emerald or green stone inscribed with the secrets of the universe.
The source of the original Emerald Tablet is unclear, hence it is surrounded by legends. The most common
legend claims that the tablet was found in a caved tomb under the statue of Hermes in Tyana, clutched in the
hands of the corpse of Hermes Trismegistus himself. Another legend suggests that it was the third son of
Adam and Eve, Seth, who originally wrote it. Others believed that the tablet was once held within the Ark of
the Covenant. Some even claim that the original source of the Emerald Tablet is none other than the fabled
city of Atlantis. The Emerald Tablet would become one of the pillars of Western alchemy. It was a highly
influential text in Medieval and Renaissance alchemy, and probably still is today. In addition to translations of
the Emerald Tablet, numerous commentaries have also been written regarding its contents. Yet, despite the
various interpretations available, it seems that none of their authors claim to possess knowledge of the whole
truth. Furthermore, readers are encouraged to read the text and try to interpret and find the hidden truths
themselves. This papyrus has been dated to the early reign of Ramesses II B. Thus, as an example: The good
dreams are listed first, followed by the bad ones written in red, as it is the colour of bad omens. The Copper
Scroll, however, is very different from the other documents in the Qumran library. In fact, it is so anomalous
among the Dead Sea Scrolls â€” its author, script, style, language, genre, content, and medium all differ to the
other scrolls â€” that scholars believe it must have been placed in the cave at a different time to the rest of the
ancient documents. As Professor Richard Freund stated, the copper scroll is "probably the most unique, the
most important, and the least understood. It was no ordinary list, rather it contained directions to 64 locations
where staggering quantities of treasure could be found. Sixty-three of the locations refer to treasures of gold
and silver, which have been estimated in the tonnes. Tithing vessels are also listed among the entries, along
with other vessels, and three locations featured scrolls. One entry apparently mentions priestly vestments. In
total, over 4, talents of precious metal are listed on the scroll, making the total haul worth in excess of a billion
dollars. The Sumerian King List Out of the many incredible artefacts that have been recovered from sites in
Iraq where flourishing Sumerian cities once stood, few have been more intriguing that the Sumerian King List,
an ancient manuscript originally recorded in the Sumerian language, listing kings of Sumer ancient southern
Iraq from Sumerian and neighbouring dynasties, their supposed reign lengths, and the locations of "official"
kingship. What makes this artefact so unique is the fact that the list blends apparently mythical pre-dynastic
rulers with historical rulers who are known to have existed. Among all the examples of the Sumerian King
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List, the Weld-Blundell prism in the Ashmolean Museum cuneiform collection in Oxford represents the most
extensive version as well as the most complete copy of the King List. The 8-inch-high prism contains four
sides with two columns on each side. It is believed that it originally had a wooden spindle going through its
centre so that it could be rotated and read on all four sides. The list is of immense value because it reflects very
old traditions while at the same time providing an important chronological framework relating to the different
periods of kingship in Sumeria, and even demonstrates remarkable parallels to accounts in Genesis. Ancient
bamboo medical books of legendary Bian Que In , archaeologists unearthed bamboo strips within four
Western Han Dynasty BC â€” 24 AD tombs located in the town of Tianhui in the south-western city of
Chengdu in China, containing recipes for treating ailments that date back 2, years. Translation work has also
revealed the remarkable contents of these ancient medical manuscripts. Other practices mentioned include
internal medicine, surgery, gynaecology, dermatology, ophthalmology as well as traumatology. In addition,
tiles are related to the medical treatment of horses, considered by the experts as one of the most important
veterinarian works in ancient China. Hammurabi reigned from B. During his long reign, he oversaw the great
expansion of his empire, and made Babylon a major power in Mesopotamia. Despite the rapid disintegration
of his empire, his code of laws has survived the ravages of time, though it was only in the 20th century that
they were rediscovered by archaeologists. The Takenouchi Manuscripts The Takenouchi manuscripts are a set
of mysterious documents that were rewritten by a man named Takenouchino Matori 1, years ago in a mixture
of Japanese and Chinese characters, transcribed from even older texts. The unusual texts tell a story of
humanity in a way that has never been told before, starting from the beginning of creation up until the
emergence of Christianity. They talk of an era in our ancient past where mankind lived in peace and harmony,
united under the rule of the son of a Supreme God. Trying to unravel the origins and authenticity of the
Takenouchi documents is now an impossible task as the original manuscripts were allegedly confiscated by
government authorities and later lost. As a result, much speculation has circulated regarding the accuracy, and
indeed the agenda, of the Takenouchi texts. The ancient texts of Timbuktu Located at the gateway to the
Sahara desert in what is now Mali, within the confines of the fertile zone of the Sudan, Timbuktu is one of the
cities of Africa whose name is the most heavily charged with history. Founded in the 5th century, it became an
intellectual and spiritual capital, reaching its golden age in the 15th and 16th centuries. Around seven hundred
years ago, it was a bustling hub where travellers from Europe, sub-Saharan Africa, Egypt, and Morocco met to
trade in salt, gold, ivory and unfortunately, slaves. Timbuktu was a place where ideas, philosophies,
intellectual thought, and religious beliefs came together in a dynamic mix, and one of the primary ways in
which such ideas were exchanged was through the sale of books. The ancient texts of Timbuktu are an
impressive sight â€” bundled in camel skin, goat skin, or calf leather and inscribed in gold, red, and jet-black
ink, their pages are filled with words in striking calligraphy from Arabic and African languages, and contain
an intriguing array of geometric designs. Subjects in the collections, spanning the 13th through 17th century,
include the Koran, Sufism, philosophy, law, maths, medicine, astronomy, science, poetry and much more.
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Steven Meyers is the author of Streamside Reflections ( avg rating, 1 rating, 0 reviews, published ), Ben's Real Arts of
Virtue ( avg rating.

The Little Hindrance 1 A little hindrance can seem large indeed to those who do not understand that miracles
are all the same. Yet teaching that is what this course is for. This is its only purpose, for only that is all there is
to learn. And you can learn it in many different ways. All learning is a help or hindrance to the gate of Heaven.
Nothing in between is possible. There are two teachers only, who point in different ways. And you will go
along the way your chosen teacher leads. There are but two directions you can take, while time remains and
choice is meaningful. For never will another road be made except the way to Heaven. You but choose whether
to go toward Heaven, or away to nowhere. There is nothing else to choose. For it is but a little hindrance to
eternity, quite meaningless to the real Teacher of the world. Yet since you do believe in it, why should you
waste it going nowhere, when it can be used to reach a goal as high as learning can achieve? But it is hard
indeed to wander off, alone and miserable, down a road that leads to nothing and that has no purpose. And
what He would replace has been replaced. Time lasted but an instant in your mind, with no effect upon
eternity. And so is all time passed, and everything exactly as it was before the way to nothingness was made.
The tiny tick of time in which the first mistake was made, and all of them within that one mistake, held also
the Correction for that one, and all of them that came within the first. And in that tiny instant time was gone,
for that was all it ever was. What God gave answer to is answered and is gone. You think you live in what is
past. Each thing you look upon you saw but for an instant, long ago, before its unreality gave way to truth. Not
one illusion still remains unanswered in your mind. Uncertainty was brought to certainty so long ago that it is
hard indeed to hold it to your heart, as if it were before you still. What disappeared too quickly to affect the
simple knowledge of the Son of God can hardly still be there, for you to choose to be your teacher. Only in the
past-an ancient past, too short to make a world in answer to creation-did this world appear to rise. Yet in each
unforgiving act or thought, in every judgment and in all belief in sin, is that one instant still called back, as if it
could be made again in time. You keep an ancient memory before your eyes. And he who lives in memories
alone is unaware of where he is. It is the key to learning that the past is over. Madness speaks no more. There
is no other teacher and no other way. For what has been undone no longer is. And who can stand upon a
distant shore and dream himself across an ocean, to a place and time that have long since gone by? How real a
hindrance can this dream be to where he really is? For this is fact, and does not change whatever dreams he
has. Yet can he still imagine he is elsewhere, and in another time. In the extreme, he can delude himself that
this is true, and pass from mere imagining into belief and into madness, quite convinced that where he would
prefer to be, he is. Is any echo from the past that he may hear a fact in what is there to hear where he is now?
And how much can his own illusions about time and place effect a change in where he really is? And
everything that points to it as real is but a wish that what is gone could be made real again and seen as here
and now, in place of what is really now and here. Is this a hindrance to the truth the past is gone, and cannot be
returned to you? And do you want that fearful instant kept, when Heaven seemed to disappear and God was
feared and made a symbol of your hate? Can sin withstand the Will of God? Can it be up to you to see the past
and put it in the present? You can not go back. And everything that points the way in the direction of the past
but sets you on a mission whose accomplishment can only be unreal. Such is the justice your All-Loving
Father has ensured must come to you. And from your own unfairness to yourself has He protected you. You
cannot lose your way because there is no way but His, and nowhere can you go except to Him. This course
will teach you only what is now. A dreadful instant in a distant past, now perfectly corrected, is of no concern
nor value. Let the dead and gone be peacefully forgotten. Resurrection has come to take its place. And now
you are a part of resurrection, not of death. And how can he be kept in chains long since removed and gone
forever from his mind? He was reborn the instant that he chose to die instead of live. And will you not forgive
him now, because he made an error in the past that God remembers not, and is not there? Now you are shifting
back and forth between the past and present. Sometimes the past seems real, as if it were the present. Voices
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from the past are heard and then are doubted. You are like to one who still hallucinates, but lacks conviction in
what he perceives. This is the borderland between the worlds, the bridge between the past and present. Here
the shadow of the past remains, but still a present light is dimly recognized. Once it is seen, this light can
never be forgotten. It must draw you from the past into the present, where you really are. They come from
what is past and gone, and hinder not the true existence of the here and now. The real world is the second part
of the hallucination time and death are real, and have existence that can be perceived. This terrible illusion was
denied in but the time it took for God to give His Answer to illusion for all time and every circumstance. And
then it was no more to be experienced as there. And so you die each day to live again, until you cross the gap
between the past and present, which is not a gap at all. Such is each life; a seeming interval from birth to death
and on to life again, a repetition of an instant gone by long ago that cannot be relived. And all of time is but
the mad belief that what is over is still here and now. You stand no longer on the ground that lies between the
worlds. There is no hindrance to the Will of God, nor any need that you repeat again a journey that was over
long ago. Look gently on your brother, and behold the world in which perception of your hate has been
transformed into a world of love.
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7: Booko: Comparing prices for Choosing Your Way Through the World's Ancient Past
Exciting adventure stories invite students to live in an Anglo-Saxon village, witness Charlemagne's crowning at St.
Peter's, travel with Marco Polo, and share the glories of the Renaissance in Florence.

CLA Ancient Oratory 1. Persuasion and oral arguments were crucial for the conduct of politics and the
law-courts. Not only were famous political and court speeches painstakingly preserved and avidly read, but
ancient historical narratives, philosophical works, and even stage dramas also contain extended speeches
exhibiting many of the same rhetorical features as their "real-world" cousins. They will also give several
speeches of their own in which they will construct arguments and practice persuasive techniques. CLA
Ancient Eurasia 1. This period saw the founding and development of both western culture, in the
Greco-Roman period, and the non-western cultures of India and China. The course will trace such themes as
Ultimate Reality and the human relationship to it, mortality, the good life, love, heroism, and leadership
through the literature and art of these ancient cultures. Identical to Com Satisfies the S ACE. In doing so, it
examines the conventions of each genre and various ways in which drama can be approached and interpreted.
CLA Ancient Epic 1. Famous authors such as Herodotus, Thucydides, Livy, Tacitus, and others produced
extended literary works in which historical events were recounted in an effort to commemorate, reflect on, and
learn from the past. Students in this course will read extensively in English translation from ancient writers of
history and will write a series of analytical essays on their methods and aims. While the mythological "theme"
may vary from offering to offering, one of the primary goals of the course will be to investigate how and why
certain myths or types of myth can resonate so powerfully in Classical culture or in the European tradition or
in both. Possible contexts for analysis include: May be repeated for credit with the permission of the
instructor. CLA or permission of the instructor. Throughout the semester, students will chart the evolution of
Classical art and architecture and discover how an archaeologist might use the remains of the ancient past to
reconstruct daily life and broader cultural phenomena. This overview is intended to introduce the student to
the most widely referenced material works of the Greek and Roman past and the factors which influenced their
style and substance. CLA Medieval Philosophy 1. Augustine to Nicholas of Cusa. Focus on the development
of Christian philosophy. Identical to Phi Both within and outside of the classroom, a wide range of techniques
will be explained and evaluated, including: Much of the requisite work will take place outside of the
classroom, and every student will be required to participate in active fieldwork throughout the semester.
Identical to Anth The course will be particularly valuable for students interested in the connections between
Greek and Roman texts or in the later history of the genre in the European tradition. Course can be repeated
for credit with the permission of the instructor. CLA Greek History 1. Identical to His Offered every third
year. CLA Roman History 1. CLA Roman Games 1. This course will examine the social, religious, economic
and political significance of the Roman games from a historical standpoint, including archaeological remains,
artistic renderings and literary sources both pagan and Christian. Discussion will also touch on modern
parallels and big-budget Hollywood films. All sources in English translation. Offered alternate years during
Spring Term. While the geographic and chronological focus may change from offering to offering, this course
will invariably provide the setting for the concentrated analysis of a particular range of archaeological
materials and approaches, with a strong emphasis placed on current field methods, theoretical discussions, and
research practices. This course may be repeated for credit with the permission of the instructor. Cla or Cla or
Anth This course examines the social and political world shaped by Athenian thinking about those
differences. His successors carved up his vast empire between them, and the new hybrid civilization they
created known as Hellenistic or "Greek-ish" was still in place more than a century later when the Romans
came along. This course is taught as a seminar and will cover a wide range of topics, including warfare,
politics, society, culture and always the problem of evidence. No prerequisite, but students are encouraged to
contact the instructor in advance. Offered every three years. CLA Studies in Historiography 1. An examination
of selected topics in the ancient world, emphasizing the history, philosophy and methods of historical
investigation. May be repeated for credit with permission of instructor. CLA Seminar for Majors 0.
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While it is impossible to choose the best of the bunch, we have chosen ten incredible texts to feature, which have served
to open a window onto the daily lives of our ancestors and enhanced the knowledge we hold about our ancient past.
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