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Scotland in the Early Middle Ages The first part of the text from the Gododdin from the Book of Aneirin,
sixth century Much of the earliest Welsh literature was actually composed in or near the country now called
Scotland, in the Brythonic speech, from which Welsh would be derived. These works were only written down
in Wales much later. These include The Gododdin , considered the earliest surviving verse from Scotland,
which is attributed to the bard Aneirin , said to have been resident in Bythonic kingdom of Gododdin in the
sixth century. It is a series of elegies to the men of the Gododdin killed fighting at the Battle of Catraeth
around AD. Similarly, the Battle of Gwen Ystrad is attributed to Taliesin , traditionally thought to be a bard at
the court of Rheged in roughly the same period. Ninian , written in Latin in Whithorn , perhaps as early as the
eighth century. Scotland in the High Middle Ages Picture from a fourteenth-century illuminated manuscript of
the Roman de Fergus The Kingdom of Alba was overwhelmingly an oral society dominated by Gaelic culture.
Our fuller sources for Ireland of the same period suggest that there would have been filidh , who acted as
poets, musicians and historians, often attached to the court of a lord or king, and passed on their knowledge
and culture in Gaelic to the next generation. After this "de-gallicisation" of the Scottish court, a less highly
regarded order of bards took over the functions of the filidh and they would continue to act in a similar role in
the Highlands and Islands into the eighteenth century. They often trained in bardic schools, of which a few,
like the one run by the MacMhuirich dynasty, who were bards to the Lord of the Isles , [9] existed in Scotland
and a larger number in Ireland, until they were suppressed from the seventeenth century. His Heading for
Damietta c. Owen, to have been written in Scotland. Beside Scottish Gaelic verse it contains a large number of
poems composed in Ireland as well verse and prose in Scots and Latin. The subject matter includes love
poetry, heroic ballads and philosophical pieces. It also is notable for containing poetry by at least four women.
They were probably influenced by Scots versions of popular French romances that were also produced in the
period, including The Buik of Alexander , Launcelot o the Laik , The Porteous of Noblenes by Gilbert Hay
[10] and Greysteil , which would remain popular in to the late sixteenth century. Many of the makars had
university education and so were also connected with the Kirk. The Bannatyne Manuscript was collated by
George Bannatyne â€” around and contains the work of many Scots poets who would otherwise be unknown.
These included Robert Henryson c. William Dunbar â€” produced satires, lyrics, invectives and dream visions
that established the vernacular as a flexible medium for poetry of any kind. Gavin Douglas â€” , who became
Bishop of Dunkeld , injected Humanist concerns and classical sources into his poetry. It was the first complete
translation of a major classical text in an Anglian language, finished in , but overshadowed by the disaster at
Flodden that brought the reign to an end. He wrote elegiac narratives, romances and satires. The Kirk, heavily
influenced by Calvinism , also discouraged poetry that was not devotional in nature. Nevertheless poets from
this period included Richard Maitland of Lethington â€” , who produced meditative and satirical verses in the
style of Dunbar; John Rolland fl. His treatise, Some Rules and Cautions to be Observed and Eschewed in
Scottish Prosody , published in when he was aged 18, was both a poetic manual and a description of the poetic
tradition in his mother tongue, to which he applied Renaissance principles. Later poets that followed in this
vein included William Alexander c. A number of Scottish poets, including William Alexander, John Murray
and Robert Aytoun accompanied the king to London, where they continued to write, [31] but they soon began
to anglicise their written language. While Classical poetry used a language largely fixed in the twelfth century,
the vernacular continued to develop. In contrast to the Classical tradition, which used syllabic metre ,
vernacular poets tended to use stressed metre. However, they shared with the Classic poets a set of complex
metaphors and a common role, as the verse was still often panegyric. A number of these vernacular poets were
women, [36] such as Mary MacLeod of Harris c. Some ballads may date back to the late Medieval era and
deal with events and people, such as " Sir Patrick Spens " and " Thomas the Rhymer ", that can be traced back
as far as the thirteenth century, but in verses that were not recorded until the modern era. Allan Ramsay â€”
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was the most important literary figure of the era, often described as leading a "vernacular revival". He laid the
foundations of a reawakening of interest in older Scottish literature, publishing The Ever Green , a collection
that included many major poetic works of the Stewart period. These included William Hamilton of
Gilbertfield c. Fingal written in was speedily translated into many European languages, and its deep
appreciation of natural beauty and the melancholy tenderness of its treatment of the ancient legend did more
than any single work to bring about the Romantic movement in European, and especially in German ,
literature, influencing Herder and Goethe. His work often celebrated his native Edinburgh, as in his best
known poem "Auld Reekie" An Ayrshire poet and lyricist, he is widely regarded as the national poet of
Scotland and a major figure in the Romantic movement. As well as making original compositions, Burns also
collected folk songs from across Scotland, often revising or adapting them. His poem and song " Auld Lang
Syne " is often sung at Hogmanay the last day of the year , and " Scots Wha Hae " served for a long time as an
unofficial national anthem of the country. Some of his works, such as "Love and Liberty" also known as "The
Jolly Beggars" , are written in both Scots and English for various effects. Her poem Irene adapts the
Spenserian stanza to reflect natural patterns of speech. William Edmondstoune Aytoun â€”65 , eventually
appointed Professor of belles lettres at the University of Edinburgh , is best known for The lays of the Scottish
Cavaliers and made use of the ballad form in his poems, including Bothwell. Among the most successful
Scottish poets was the Glasgow-born Thomas Campbell â€” , whose produced patriotic British songs,
including "Ye Mariners of England", a reworking of " Rule Britannia! His works were extensively reprinted in
the period â€” The theme of homeland became prominent. MacDiarmid attempted to revive the Scots
language as a medium for serious literature in poetic works including " A Drunk Man Looks at the Thistle " ,
developing a form of Synthetic Scots that combined different regional dialects and archaic terms. Others
demonstrated a greater interest in English language poetry, among them Norman MacCaig â€”96 , George
Bruce â€” and Maurice Lindsay â€” He was also the first Scots Makar the official national poet , appointed by
the inaugural Scottish government in His work inspired a new generation to take up nea bhardachd the new
poetry. They all focused on the issues of exile, the fate of the Gaelic language and bi-culturalism. His most
personal work is contained in the collection of Elegies , which deal with the death of his first wife from
cancer. Lambdin, Encyclopedia of Medieval Literature London:
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On the other hand, it does include a few useful books connected with ballad-poetry which would not properly
come into a list of collections. The relative importance of the works in this list is partially indicated by
difference of type. When two or more editions are mentioned, those used in this collection are distinguished
by brackets. A few books which we have not succeeded in finding--all of slight or no importance--are marked
with a star. Both Ancient and Modern. Printed by James Watson. By the most eminent hands. Fitted to all
Humours, having each their proper Tune for either Voice or Instrument: Corrected from the best and most
ancient Copies extant. With Introductions Historical, Critical, or Humorous. Published by Allan Ramsay. A
Collection of the most celebrated Songs. Printed for Lawrie and Symington, Published from the MS.
Composed about the year Revised and digested by John Stafford Smith. With Notes and Observations. By
John Callender, Esq. A Collection of Songs, chiefly such as are eminent for poetical merit; among which are
many originals, and others that were never before printed in a songbook. Containing Songs and Poems on
almost every subject. Mostly from Periodical Publications. A Collection of Songs, Scots p. Edinburgh and
London, See "Northern Garlands," p. By Joseph Ritson, Esq. Collected by Joseph Ritson, Esq. Printed , dated
, published The Poetry chiefly by Burns. The whole collected by George Thomson. To which are prefixed
Historical Anecdotes of his Life. Edinburgh, printed by Andro Hart. With a Preliminary Dissertation and
Glossary. Consisting of Historical and Romantic Ballads, collected in the Southern Counties of Scotland; with
a few of modern date founded upon local tradition. An ancient Scottish Poem, with a translation into Latin
Rhyme. Cambridge, , London, A new edition, with Additions and Corrections, and a Supplement by R. By
Weber, Scott, and Jamieson. Comprising a Selection of the Poetry of the Elizabethan age, written or published
between and A Selection of Ballads, Legendary and Pathetic. Collected and illustrated by James Hogg.
Edinburgh, and Collected by Davies Gilbert. An Original Selection, including many never before published.
Printed at Edinburgh, by W. Myllar in the year M. Utterson for the Roxburghe Club. Edited and translated by
Thomas Wright. From the edition of Collected and edited by J. Reprinted from the edition of Two early
Tracts in Black-letter. Consisting of Ballads and Songs. Collected and edited by James Henry Dixon. A
Collection of Songs from London Pageants. Reprinted from a black-letter copy supposed to be unique. Edited
by Richard John King. Publications of the Shakespeare Society: With Notes and Illustrations by J. Edited by
John Payne Collier. By John Mathew Gutch. A Collection of Old Ballad Tunes, etc. Illustrative of the
Romance and Superstition of various Countries. From the Sixteenth to the Nineteenth Century. Illustrated with
Historical, Biographical, and Critical Notices. By George Farquhar Graham. Edinburgh, "Songs from the
Dramatists. Annotated Edition of the English Poets. With short introductions to the different reigns, and
notices of the airs from writers of the 16th and 17th centuries. Also a short account of the Minstrels. Complete
in 2 vols. Edited by Robert Bell. Edited by William Edmondstoune Aytoun. Their Epoch and Authorship.
Published by the British Government. The Ballads and Songs of Yorkshire. The Jacobite Minstrelsy of
Scotland. By Charles Mackay Announced. The full titles of the principal collections of ballad-poetry in other
languages, referred to in these volumes, are as follows: Syvs trykte Udgaver og efter haandskrevne Samlinger
udgivne paa ny af Abrahamson, Nyerup, og Ralhbek. Utgifne af Adolf Iwar Arwidsson. Herausgegeben durch
Friedrich Karl Freiherrn von Erlach.
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