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Scotland[ edit ] John Knox â€” , a Scot who had spent time studying under Calvin in Geneva, returned to
Scotland and urged his countrymen to reform the Church in line with Calvinist doctrines. After a period of
religious convulsion and political conflict culminating in a victory for the Protestant party at the Siege of Leith
the authority of the Catholic Church was abolished in favour of Reformation by the legislation of the Scottish
Reformation Parliament in The Church was eventually organised by Andrew Melville along Presbyterian
lines to become the national Church of Scotland. What resulted was an armed insurrection, with many Scots
signing the Solemn League and Covenant. The Covenanters would serve as the government of Scotland for
nearly a decade, and would also send military support to the Parliamentarians during the English Civil War.
Following the restoration of the monarchy in , Charles II , despite the initial support that he received from the
Covenanters, reinstated an episcopal form of government on the church. Covenanters in a Glen. However,
legislation by the United Kingdom parliament allowing patronage led to splits in the Church. In , a group of
ministers seceded from the Church of Scotland to form the Associate Presbytery, another group seceded in to
form the Relief Church and the Disruption of led to the formation of the Free Church of Scotland. Further
splits took place, especially over theological issues, but most Presbyterians in Scotland were reunited by union
of the established Church of Scotland and the United Free Church of Scotland. Within Scotland the term kirk
is usually used to refer to a local Presbyterian church. Some of the values and ideals espoused in Scottish
presbyterian denominations can be reflected in this reference in a book from Norman Drummond, chaplain to
the Queen in Scotland. English Presbyterianism In England, Presbyterianism was established in secret in
Thomas Cartwright is thought to be the first Presbyterian in England. Between and , a series of ordinances of
the Long Parliament established Presbyterianism as the polity of the Church of England. Presbyterian
government was established in London and Lancashire and in a few other places in England, although
Presbyterian hostility to the execution of Charles I and the establishment of the republican Commonwealth of
England meant that Parliament never enforced the Presbyterian system in England. The re-establishment of the
monarchy in brought the return of Episcopal church government in England and in Scotland for a short time ;
but the Presbyterian church in England continued in Non-Conformity, outside of the established church.
Thomas Bradbury published several sermons bearing on the controversy, and in , "An answer to the
reproaches cast on the dissenting ministers who subscribed their belief of the Eternal Trinity. By the 18th
century many English Presbyterian congregations had become Unitarian in doctrine. A number of new
Presbyterian Churches were founded by Scottish immigrants to England in the 19th century and later. Wales[
edit ] In Wales , Presbyterianism is represented by the Presbyterian Church of Wales , which was originally
composed largely of Calvinistic Methodists who accepted Calvinist theology rather than the Arminianism of
the Wesleyan Methodists. They broke off from the Church of England in , ordaining their own ministers. They
were originally known as the Calvinist Methodist connexion and in the s it became alternatively known as the
Presbyterian Church of Wales. Ireland[ edit ] Presbyterianism is the largest Protestant denomination in
Northern Ireland and the second largest on the island of Ireland after the Anglican Church of Ireland ,[ citation
needed ] and was brought by Scottish plantation settlers to Ulster who had been strongly encouraged to
emigrate by James VI of Scotland, later James I of Ireland and England. An estimated , Scottish Presbyterians
moved to the northern counties of Ireland between and the Battle of the Boyne in Presbyterians, along with
Roman Catholics in Ulster and the rest of Ireland, suffered under the discriminatory Penal Laws until they
were revoked in the early 19th century. The Scots Kirk , which is English-speaking, and is attended by many
nationalities. It maintains close links with the Church of Scotland in Scotland itself, as well as with the
Reformed Church of France. The church was founded in the 12th century, and centuries later, after the
Protestant Reformation, it adhered to Calvinist theology and became the Italian branch of the Presbyterian
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churches. As such, the church is a member of the World Communion of Reformed Churches. List of
Presbyterian churches in North America Evolution of Presbyterianism in the United States Even before
Presbyterianism spread with immigrants abroad from Scotland, there were divisions in the larger Presbyterian
family. Some later rejoined only to separate again. The Church was organized by the Rev.
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2: The Reformed Tradition
Theology of the Reformers. The theology of Luther, Calvin, and other Reformers. Church History as a Theological
Discipline An introduction to the teaching and.

Luther, Zwingli, and Menno Simons. The writer displays the personal challenges and struggles of each of
these men and the resulting impact on their faith and theology, for it is their theology that bears great impact
on the theology of Christians today. As George himself states, "for those who stand committedly within the
Christian tradition, it is a matter of genuine concern to understand what was so decisively at stake in the great
debates of the Reformation" 7. These first 38 pages take the reader through the milieu of the Renaissance and
Reformation era. George points out that the Late Middle Ages was an era of "decline, disintegration, and
decay" 22 which drove many to anxiety and on a search for meaning. In this quest, many sought to gain
insight into the true meaning of the church and to probe deeper into theology These currents converged at the
right time to birth what we know now as the Great Reformation. To Luther, George devotes 57 pages as he
outlines his journey towards justification by faith alone. One poignant statement regarding Luther was of great
significance to this reviewer. Luther did not just arrive at the conclusions of the 95 Theses or suddenly become
struck with the doctrines of faith, grace, and Scripture alone. Luther was, admittedly, a work in progress. The
"third man" of the Reformation, Huldrych Zwingli receives a total of 56 pages devoted to his life and
theology. Zwingli is portrayed as a free-thinker, who arrived at conclusions on his own and debated them
vigorously. He debated with the Catholics and began the reformation of Zurich. He debated the Lutherans and
separated over the sacraments. He debated with the Anabaptists and supported their extermination. The
aggressive man is portrayed by George as "a pastor, and a patriot, a theologian, and a politician" John Calvin,
the theologian of the Reformation receives a greater amount of discussion 89 pages. After attacking some of
the faulty perceptions of Calvin, George lays out the history and theology of The Theologian. George also
devotes some time to surveying the works of John Calvin and describing their impact. Some material in this
section is a little dated, but is of great help nonetheless. The last Reformer, Menno Simons, was a member of
the Radical Reformation and is described by George from time to time as the "odd fellow out" of the four
reformers chosen for the purposes of this work. Albeit, 56 pages are devoted to the little-known Anabaptist
reformer whose tradition is preserved to this day in the Mennonites and whose theology, in part, in the
Baptists. Simons is portrayed as a pastor who cared for a flock in tribulation. As a radical reformer, Simons
did not share in the position and protection of the prior three reformers. Instead, Simons experienced a life of
suffering as he developed his theology. His theology was always in tension with the more radical elements of
his sect such as the Munsterites and with the Protestant reformers Yet no other reformer embodied so fully
Fittingly, George argues that "The abiding validity of Reformation theology is that, despite many varied
emphases it contains within itself, it challenges the church to listen reverently and obediently to what God has
once and for all said The writer portrays the reformers with all their warts and foibles, but masterfully
challenges the reader with each of their strengths. Por fim, o autor aponta para os frutos da Reforma e a sua
validade permanente. Jan 15, Jonathan added it Not only did I gain a better understanding of the reformers
Luther, Zwingli, Calvin and Menno Simons and their theology, but I was also deeply moved by their
testimonies in different ways. Luther inspired me by his anguished, tenacious ransacking of Scripture to find
its true teaching about salvation. I was also amazed by his boldness to speak out against the vast machine of
papalism. Reading about Calvin made me want to read more of John Calvin. Timothy George does a great job
of summarizing th Not only did I gain a better understanding of the reformers Luther, Zwingli, Calvin and
Menno Simons and their theology, but I was also deeply moved by their testimonies in different ways.
Timothy George does a great job of summarizing the polar extreme reactions against this great reformer. We
owe him more than many would like to admit. The greatest personal benefit I got from reading this book was
from the section on Menno Simons since I knew little about him. His passion to apply Scripture literally set
him at odds with both the established Roman Catholic Church as well as the mainline reformers. He sought
not to reform the church, but to revive the biblical concept of the church, which had been lost after the time of
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the apostles. For him, following Christ discipleship was the hallmark of the church. He and his followers
proved this to be a reality in their lives by the horrible persecution they endured. I read all but the last chapter
which I hope to do soon.
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The Church in the Theology of the Reformers: [Paul Avis] on www.enganchecubano.com *FREE* shipping on qualifying
offers. In this volume, Avis gives an account of Reformation ecclesiology that had not been treated in any systematic or
comparative way before: the doctrine of the true Church and its marks; the structure of the ministry in the true Church;
and the rise of Protestant missionary concern - the.

Covenant theology Reformed theologians use the concept of covenant to describe the way God enters
fellowship with people in history. Because Adam and Eve broke the covenant by eating the forbidden fruit ,
they became subject to death and were banished from the garden. This sin was passed down to all mankind
because all people are said to be in Adam as a covenantal or "federal" head. Federal theologians usually infer
that Adam and Eve would have gained immortality had they obeyed perfectly. In it, God graciously offers
salvation from death on condition of faith in God. This covenant is administered in different ways throughout
the Old and New Testaments, but retains the substance of being free of a requirement of perfect obedience.
Barth saw the covenant of works as disconnected from Christ and the gospel, and rejected the idea that God
works with people in this way. Instead, Barth argued that God always interacts with people under the covenant
of grace, and that the covenant of grace is free of all conditions whatsoever. Michael Horton , however, has
defended the covenant of works as combining principles of law and love. God in Christianity and Trinity For
the most part, the Reformed tradition did not modify the medieval consensus on the doctrine of God. God is
affirmed to be one God in three persons: Father , Son , and Holy Spirit. Drawing on the Eastern tradition, these
Reformed theologians have proposed a " social trinitarianism " where the persons of the Trinity only exist in
their life together as persons-in-relationship. According to Russell, thinking this way encourages Christians to
interact in terms of fellowship rather than reciprocity. Christ , Hypostatic union , Extra calvinisticum ,
Substitutionary atonement , and Threefold office Reformed theologians affirm the historic Christian belief that
Christ is eternally one person with a divine and a human nature. Reformed Christians have especially
emphasized that Christ truly became human so that people could be saved. Because Lutherans believe that
Christ is bodily present in the Eucharist , they hold that Christ is bodily present in many locations
simultaneously. For Reformed Christians, such a belief denies that Christ actually became human. Faith is
personified as a woman to the right of a naked man on the ground asking Christ the way of salvation. They
have, however, often reinterpreted the meaning of each of the offices. Christ is believed to have died in place
of the believer, who is accounted righteous as a result of this sacrificial payment. Christian views on sin and
Total depravity In Christian theology, people are created good and in the image of God but have become
corrupted by sin , which causes them to be imperfect and overly self-interested. This view, that sin so
dominates people that they are unable to avoid sin, has been called total depravity. These theologians have
sought to bring attention to issues of environmental, economic, and political justice as areas of human life that
have been affected by sin.
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4: Story of the Church - Reformation Introduction
by Rev. Dr. Jonathan Mumme. One might say that for the facets, topics, or loci of Christian theology there are seasons.
There is, for example, nothing more to Christology than the confession that Jesus, the Son of Man and the Son of the
Living God, is Lord.

We will outline the principal movements, people, and doctrines which comprise the Reformation. In the time
available to us, we have the ability to introduce and outline the topic, spend one or two class periods on each
of the main characters or movements, and try to look ahead to the post-Reformation time period and relate the
Reformation to the state of the Church today, and to our local church. Regrettably, since we are teaching from
the Protestant perspective and time is limited, we will rarely explore the rich history of the Catholic or
Counter-Reformation, and we will find this limitation increasing as we approach the modern period. It is
difficult enough for modern evangelical Protestants to self-identify within the Protestant tradition, because of
our ignorance of history and anti-intellectualism within our ranks. Attempting in a Sunday School class to
follow the strands of Catholic or Orthodox history into the modern period would be beyond me right now.
What is the Reformation? The Reformation is the movement in history, beginning in , which broke up the
institutional unity of the church in Western Europe and established the third great branch of Christianity,
called Protestantism, which was and is centered on the absolute and sufficient authority of the Bible and on
justification by faith alone. Other important terms Reformers This term refers to the leaders of the revolt
against Catholicism. Luther, Zwingli, Calvin, Knox, Bucer, Cranmer, and others would merit this title, as
would Anabaptists such as Menno Simons Protestant Any member of the original group that "protested"
against the Catholic Church and actually separated from it, and any member of that group of churches or their
modern descendants. The term was first used in when a group of German noblemen "protested" at the Diet of
Speyer. Magisterial Reformers The Reformers who believed that the civil magistrate should enforce the
correct religion. There was no difference on this point between the magisterial Reformers and the Roman
Catholics. Anabaptist A member of the "radical Reformation" - those who went beyond the magisterial
reformers and restricted baptism to adult believers. This also implied that not everyone was expected to be a
Christian. Therefore the government was out of the picture and should not be used by Christians to impose the
true religion on others. Nor should Christians participate in civil government. Religious It is normal within
evangelical churches to present the Reformation as simply the recovery of the truth of the Bible after hundreds
of years of false teaching, which had increased as the medieval period went on. From a religious perspective,
there is much to commend this view. Never before were so many people brought to read and study the Bible
for themselves. The people turned from pilgrimages and indulgences to a simple worship of God and relied on
his grace implicitly. And the results of that truth worked in society powerfully to create a new kind of people
-- literate, dynamic citizens whose work ethic changed Europe and churches which eventually spread the
Gospel across the globe. Augustinian A theological interpretation of the Reformation is that it was the final
outworking of the tensions within Roman Catholic theology itself, personified in the great father of Western
theology, Augustine Augustine had solidified the foundations of the medieval reverence for "holy mother
church," but. Augustine was both the founder of Roman Catholicism and the author of that doctrine of grace
which it has been the constantly pursued effort of Roman Catholicism to neutralize, and which in very fact
either must be neutralized by, or will neutralize, Roman Catholicism. Two children were struggling in the
womb of his mind. There can be no doubt which was the child of his heart. His doctrine of the Church he had
received whole from his predecessors, and he gave it merely the precision and vitality which insured its
persistence. His doctrine of grace was all his own: The problem which Augustine bequeathed to the Church
for solution, the Church required a thousand years to solve. But even so, it is Augustine who gave us the
Reformation. It has been commonplace to point out that Luther gave German princes the weapons they needed
to do battle against the Pope in their constant jockeying for power. Variations on this pattern were repeated in
other countries, such as the opportunistic "Reformation" of Henry VIII when he wanted a divorce. It is true
that the progress of reformation was intricately bound up with politics in many ways, as was true of any
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religious question since Constantine. And it is true that at critical points, different Reformers enlisted the help
and protection of the State whether electors of the Holy Roman Empire or city councilmen. But this was the
way religion was conducted back then. But the integrity of the message remained. And it was never
compromised for the sake of the nationalistic powers. It was up to the secular state to toe the line to the
Gospel, not vice versa. Evangelistic "A more sophisticated version of what might be called the pathological
account of late medieval Catholicism is associated especially with the historian Jean Delumeau, who drew on
the collective findings of a group of French historical sociologists of religion. In this perception, late medieval
Europe, especially in its rural heartlands, remained a very superficially Christianized society, waiting not so
much for a change of religious orientation as for its primary conversion to an informed, disciplined religion
worthy of the name of Christianity. This was the task undertaken with varying success by both Reformation
and Counter-Reformation movements. This thesis is doubtless too condescending to the intellectual and moral
capacities of late medieval Europeans and probably exaggerates the stregnth in an at least nominally Christian
society of irreligious forms of instrumental magic" McManners But really, this is not so absurd as it may
sound. Christianity was by no means years old in the Reformed and Lutheran countries. Could the Evangelical
reform have swept across Europe in the same way Protestantism is sweeping Latin America today -- a
reaction, Biblically based, to the partial Christianity of the past, never fully taught to the people? Major
Players and Outline of Contents Our exploration of the Reformation must cover at least the following:
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By Owen Strachan You may know about the spiritual sea-change brought on by the Protestant Reformation of
the sixteenth century. But do you know about the ways the Reformation helped change Western politics? This
secondary shift is more obscure than the theological contributions of the era, but has proven epochal on its
own terms. The Reformation featured several distinct models of public theology. The first owes to the
"Magisterial Reformers," who believed that the church and state could join arms to strengthen the citizenry.
Geneva in the sixteenth century was not a theocracy, as is sometimes said, but was a city featuring strong links
between the city magistrates and church leaders. Calvin sought to foster morality and even Christianity in
Geneva through teaching, legislation and constant engagement with the populace. It was the Word of God that
would purify the Swiss city, and loosen the bonds of sin both private and public. What the pulpit extolled the
people should practice. Calvin and his peers were far from indifferent about public affairs and the common
good. They believed that pastors and churches had an essential role to play in civic matters. The Genevan
pastor-theologians were not alone in these convictions. Fellow Swiss Reformer Ulrich Zwingli died on a
battlefield, having committed himself to defense of his Protestant city against Roman Catholic foes. In
Scotland, John Knox defied not only a church but a monarchy through his forceful sermons. The Scripture
summoned these men to public leadership and action, and they were not willing to constrain themselves to the
dimensions of their church in heeding this call. This perspective is sometimes called "transformationalism. But
Luther himself frequently commented on political matters, and his theology bore more on politics than he
might have thought. Drawing strengths from all sides The major strength of both of these influential systems
was this: It had a mission to transform and strengthen, for Calvin; it had the responsibility to proclaim an
unseen kingdom, for Luther. From the days when these leading lights penned their seminal thoughts,
Christians have debated the merits of their models. What cannot be denied, however, is this: The
often-unstated synthesis of church and state that prevailed in the pre-Reformation era had met a major
challenge or several. The church was not the prevailing culture, but rather had the mission to influence the
culture in some way, whether through direct political involvement or through proclamation and embodied
godliness. But there is a third model that we must also identify. This one was less popular in its day but has
arguably proved just as consequential--possibly more soâ€”than those considered above. The Anabaptists also
featured in the Reformation period, but were not typically able to sustain political leadership like their peers.
This was in part because the "radical reformers" drew fire for their rejection of the close connection between
church and state as posited by Calvin, Zwingli, and others. For their stubbornness, and their refusal to baptize
infants, the Anabaptists suffered. There is no other way to put it. Some of them were killed for their beliefs by
magisterial reformers, a fact that is simultaneously sobering and revealing. Public theology was no small
matter in the sixteenth century. If we feel divided now, if gospel-loving people lament contemporary
disagreement over politics, we should note that not many centuries ago, the Anabaptists were tortured and
drowned for their political views. To be sure, there were heterodox elements in early Anabaptist circles. A few
Anabaptists caused tremendous trouble for the whole movement. A handful of them took their separatist
political convictions to an extreme, and sought to build little fiefdoms that became overrun with deeply
troublesome ideas and practices--polygamy, a kind of socialism, and lawlessness. These figures lent a strongly
negative cast to the Anabaptist cause, a perception which persists even to the current day among some
Christians. A reformational idea But we must not so easily snark at the radical reformers. Their doctrine of
church and state, with a closely-linked principle of religious liberty , has largely prevailed in the Western
world. Few today would make the argument that the government should have some oversight of church
practices. Few would seek the linkage Calvin pursued between the city magistrates and church elders. If
baptism no longer effectively rendered a newborn a citizen, what exactly constituted citizenship? The
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American Revolution and subsequent periods of public upheaval would feature considerable engagement with
this and related questions with a strong assist from the Enlightenment. In our day, the Anabaptist political
system deserves careful consideration. Modern evangelicals in fact may find themselves thankful not for one
Reformational stream exclusively, but may learn with gladness from diverse groups. Today, we hear Calvin
asking, "How can the church engage and even better society? Thankfully, despite the disunity and tragic
persecution that sometimes flared, it left much health, and sound scriptural thinking, in its wake. With that
said, our charge today, and our opportunity, is not to return to some halcyon tradition. It is to reap the riches of
biblical teaching, to learn afresh from past Christians , and to be present right where we are, the church
everywhere oppressed but always triumphant.
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is made up of a number of Articles contributed by Dr Cunningham to the British and Foreign Evangelical Review, with a
few additions from his manuscript Lectures on Church History.

These differences continue to exist today. There have been differences in theology on secondary issues among
true evangelicals since the time of the Reformation. Each Christian is responsible to search the Scriptures to
determine what he thinks the Bible teaches on secondary issues, and to check his own conclusions with the
various teachings throughout church history. They had no real problem with inspiration and authority, but
Luther had some problems with the extent of the canon. Luther made his central doctrine of justification by
faith a criterion of canonicity. Romanism, on the contrary, places the church above the Bible. Luther
distinguished between the more important and the less important books of the New Testament, putting James,
Jude, and Revelation at the end of the German Bible. Zwingli objected only to the Book of Revelation
Apocalypse , and made no doctrinal use of it because he did not feel it was written by the Apostle John. Calvin
accepted all the books of the Old and New Testaments, but never attempted to write a commentary on
Revelation. All the Reformed Confessions accept the 66 books of the modern Protestant Bible, but they reject
the Apocrypha of the Old Testament which are accepted by Rome. The Sovereignty of God: The Reformers
were all Augustinian in their concepts of sin and salvation. For they are not all created with a similar destiny:
The Anabaptists as a whole prized free will in their theology. They de-emphasized or failed to teach the
doctrines of election and predestination. Probably, their aversion to the loose living of many of the Reformed
people drove them to this more strict viewpoint on free will. All the Reformers and the Anabaptists agreed that
Christ made a sub-stitution for the sins of all who would trust in him for salvation. They believed that men
were justified by grace through faith in Christ, and that there was no salvation apart from the death and
resurrection of Christ. The Reformers and Anabaptists would have disagreed over the extent of the atonement,
with the Anabaptists holding to universal redemption and the Reformers to particular redemption. The
Assurance of Salvation: The Reformers stressed the objective, positional and forensic aspects of salvation. For
Luther, assurance became the essence of faith. Calvin traced assurance back to the decrees of God. Calvin also
saw assurance as the essence of faith, and left little hope for one who claimed to believe and yet did not know
certainly that he was in Christ: The opinion consequently stands, that no one can be called a son of God who
does not know himself to be such. The Anabaptists as a whole would have rejected the concept that a person
could have assurance of salvation as the Reformers understood it because the Anabaptists denied the election
of God. The Reformers all practiced infant baptism, and sprinkling as the mode of baptism. Calvin and Luther
both stated that they thought that immersion for adults was closer to New Testament practice, and Zwingli at
one time seriously considered practicing immersion. The Anabaptists at first were not too concerned about the
mode of baptism, for they sprinkled or poured. It was not until years later that they accepted the mode of
immersion. Luther held to consubstantiation, which states that Christ is in the elements in, under and above ,
but that no miracle takes place by which the elements actually turn into the body and blood of Christ as in the
Roman doctrine of transubstantiation. Calvin took a mediating position between Luther and Zwingli, holding
that although Christ is not actually in the elements, he is somehow spiritually present, and that grace is
imparted to the believer through the elements. The Reformation as a whole leaned towards a Presbyterian form
of government rule by elders. The Anabaptists held to a more congregational form of government. Luther and
Zwingli held that the state should have much authority in the affairs of the church, for the state existed to
protect the church from political and religious enemies. Calvin believed in the separation of church and state
in theory, but felt that the state should listen to the church on matters of morals. The Anabaptists were quite
radical in their belief in total separation of church and state. This was carried to extremes in that they were
committed to complete pacifism, refusing to take political oaths, to be a part of the military, and to have any
part in secular politics. The Reformers believed that the visible, local church would have believers and
unbelievers in it, and that this was impossible to avoid. Their reasoning, while true and biblical, was also
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encouraged by their situation, in which many people simply shed their Roman Church beliefs and became
Protestants without ever really showing any true spirituality. The Anabaptists believed in a pure church
consisting only of true Christians who knew what it meant to be saved. They admitted that some in the visible
church might be lost, but taught that it was the task of the church to keep its membership as pure as possible.
The Anabaptists were also weak on their understanding of the universal church. All the Reformers were
amillennial no literal earthly millennium in their theology because they had come from the Roman Church
which had stressed amillennial theology for one thousand years. The Reformers believed that Christ would
return, and that there would be a judgment of the wicked and a rewarding of the righteous, but they did not
believe that there would be a literal kingdom reign of Christ upon the earth for one thousand years. The issue
before the Reformers was salvation, not eschatology. The Anabaptists, however, did believe in a physical,
earthly millennial reign of Christ, and this was a constant thorn in the flesh to the Reformers. Luther and
Zwingli believed that anything not forbidden by the Bible should be permitted as church practice. They kept
the altar, candles, images, etc. Calvin insisted that only those things explicitly permitted in the Bible should be
used in worship. The Anabaptists, in turn, wanted to tear down the whole medieval church establishment and
build a new church on only New Testament principles. The Reformers were very intolerant towards those who
disagreed with them. After having secured liberty from the yoke of popery, they acted according to the same
persecuting principles of the Roman Church, in which they had been raised. They had no concept of toleration
or liberty in our modern sense. They fought for liberty in Christ, not from Christ, for liberty to preach and
teach the gospel, not to oppose or pervert it. They felt it to be their duty to God and to themselves to suppress
and punish heresy as well as civil crimes. In the areas of religious toleration and the right of the human
conscience, the Anabaptists were ahead of their time. They held tenaciously to religious liberty for all men,
even when they disagreed with the true gospel of Christ.
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7: What is the Reformed Church, and what do they believe?
In Reformation Theology, Matthew Barrett has brought together a team of expert theologians and historians writing on
key doctrines taught and defended by the Reformers centuries ago. With contributions from Michael Horton, Gerald
Bray, Michael Reeves, Carl Trueman, Robert Kolb, and many others, this volume stands as a manifesto for the church.

What is Reformed Theology? Broadly speaking, Reformed theology includes any system of belief that traces
its roots back to the Protestant Reformation of the 16th Century. Generally, Reformed theology holds to the
authority of Scripture, the sovereignty of God, salvation by grace through Christ, and the necessity of
evangelism. It is sometimes called Covenant theology because of its emphases on the covenant God made
with Adam and the new covenant which came through Jesus Christ Luke Reformed theology teaches that the
Bible is the inspired and authoritative Word of God, sufficient in all matters of faith and practice. Reformed
theology teaches that God rules with absolute control over all creation. He has foreordained all events and is
therefore never frustrated by circumstances. This does not limit the will of the creature, nor does it make God
the author of sin. Reformed theology teaches that God in His grace and mercy has chosen to redeem a people
to Himself, delivering them from sin and death. T - total depravity. Man is completely helpless in his sinful
state, is under the wrath of God, and can in no way please God. Total depravity also means that man will not
naturally seek to know God, until God graciously prompts him to do so Genesis 6: U - unconditional election.
God, from eternity past, has chosen to save a great multitude of sinners, which no man can number Romans 8:
L - limited atonement. I - irresistible grace. P - perseverance of the saints. God protects His saints from falling
away; thus, salvation is eternal John The necessity of evangelism. Reformed theology teaches that Christians
are in the world to make a difference, spiritually through evangelism and socially through holy living and
humanitarianism. Other distinctives of Reformed theology generally include the observance of two sacraments
baptism and communion , a cessationist view of the spiritual gifts the gifts are no longer extended to the
church , and a non-dispensational view of Scripture. The Westminster Confession embodies the theology of
the Reformed tradition. Modern churches in the Reformed tradition include Presbyterian, Congregationalist,
and some Baptist.
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8: Presbyterianism - Wikipedia
Calvinism (also called the Reformed tradition, Reformed Christianity, Reformed Protestantism, or the Reformed faith) is
a major branch of Protestantism that follows the theological tradition and forms of Christian practice set down by John
Calvin and other Reformation-era theologians.

Nov 01, Michael Abraham rated it really liked it Church in the Theology of the Reformers is an example of
good historical theology. Avis systematically and comparatively considers three aspects of Reformation
ecclesiology: In the sixteenth-century two questions dominated the discussion: Starting with Martin Luther,
Avis examines how various reformers answered these questions. One friend remarked that this book is the
Reformation version of Evangelicalism Divided. Some of the second part was difficult not because of the
writing, but due to the content itself. In our secular world it is almost impossible to understand the doctrine of
the godly prince, Excellent. The distinction between the "center" the proclamation of the gospel, in word and
sacrament and "circumference" discipline and the determinations of boundaries is very helpful, as well as the
discussion of the "priesthood of all believers. Avis lets the Reformers speak for themselves, and almost never
takes sides you can tell he loves Richard Good historical theology. Avis lets the Reformers speak for
themselves, and almost never takes sides you can tell he loves Richard Hooker. That makes this a great book
for anyone who wants to find out what these men thought about the Church, and how they went about
answering the questions posed by the Reformation. Littlejohn rated it really liked it Recommended to W. Peter
Escalante, Steven Wedgeworth Shelves: This book is hugely important in bringing clarity to this all-important
subject. Most Protestants today blithely appeal to the Reformers to justify their theologies, and in particular
their ecclesiologies, and naturally tend to read back modern categories and disputes onto the Reformers,
forcing them to answer our questions by imposing on them a para This is one of those books that, although I
read for dissertation research, is of general interest to any educated Christian, and is very readable. Avis writes
as a true historian though one aware of some of the contemporary implications , inviting us to actually enter
into the radically alien world of the 16th century and understand how things looked to them, and what the
Reformers were really on about. Particularly illuminating especially on the much-misunderstood issues of the
"two kingdoms" and the "godly prince. My only beef with the book is that Avis does a fairly good job of
drawing attention to the major tensions and disagreements between the Reformers on particular key points, but
does not do a very good job of developing these, to discern what different trajectories might result from these
different emphases, and how they might best be resolved. He ends the book by stating, in my mind somewhat
implausibly from what he has shown us along the way, that the Reformers were remarkably united on all the
key points of their ecclesiology, which would seem to suggest that all we need to do is to recapture what they
bequeathed us. On the contrary, while I think we absolutely do need to recover the Reformation foundations,
we should recognize that they did leave us unresolved questions and there is more work to do. First, the world
of the reformation. Second, the world of a scholar. He brings a thorough knowledge of the subjects. His
writing is clear and logical as he moves through the various topics, which shows his grasp of the topics. With
any good scholar you always feel like he knows way m To read this book is to enter into two worlds that I am
unfamiliar with. With any good scholar you always feel like he knows way more than he is saying. This was
true with Avis. All of this is to say that the book is a must read for pastors or theologians who want to
understand the Reformers view of the church. Avis relies heavily on Luther, Calvin, and Hooker to develop
his points. He shows what was central throughout the theology of the reformers and what was secondary.
Christ and his Word, the Gospel are at the center and are the only thing necessary for a church to exist. He
explains how the borders of the church were eventually formed through an emphasis on church discipline and
how this became more extreme as time moved on. He rightly critiques the separatist movements, which
unfortunately look like most of modern Christianity including the reformed kind. He lays out how the
reformers could hold to the priesthood of all believers and yet still have a high view of the ministry. His
sections on polity were very helpful in understanding the historical backdrop to the development of the
episcopate in England,as well as showing that polity was a secondary, though still very important issue. A rich
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and rewarding study that changed my views on the reformation and on current ecclesiastical issues. Calvin and
Luther are with the moderates and conformists. And for that we should be glad.
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9: What is Reformed Theology?
Just as the Reformers protested the corrupt teaching of the Roman Catholic Church, so today evangelicalism itself is in
need of a modern reformation. In What Is Reformed Theology?, Dr. R.C. Sproul offers a comprehensive introduction to
Reformed theology.

A Pillar supports the roof and walls of a structure and a buttress supports a pillar, allowing it to stand stronger
and higher. Therefore the Church is called to stand strong by supporting the truth of the gospel and sound
doctrine. The function of both a pillar and a buttress is to hold something other than itself up. Pillar By all
accounts, when Paul wrote this letter to his son in the faith, Timothy was the pastor of the Church in Ephesus.
Ephesus was the home of the great Temple of Diana or Artemis , known as one of the seven wonders of the
ancient world. William Barclay describes this Temple as follows: It contained one hundred and twenty-seven
pillars, every one of them the gift of a king. All were made of marble, and some were studded with jewels and
overlaid with gold. Though often scorned by men, the Church is exceedingly precious and beautiful to Him.
Buttress From the Ligonier Website: Other translations use the word "foundation" in place of buttress,
suggesting that the truth finds its grounding in the church, which is the Roman Catholic position. Buttress is a
more appropriate term here because the apostle is emphasizing the way in which the church supports the truth.
As the church faithfully obeys Scripture it lives out the truth and supports its claim that the gospel brings real
change. When the church presents the gospel accurately it holds forth the truth to the world much as statues
were displayed on pillars in the ancient world. The NASB translates the final phrase of this verse as "the pillar
and support of the truth. There is, of course, a vast difference between recognizing and confessing the Church
as the pillar and support of the truth, and confessing the Church to be the final arbiter of truth itself. A pillar
holds something else up, and in this case, it is the truth of God. The Church as the body of Christ, presents and
upholds the truth, but she remains subservient to it. The Church remains the bride of Christ, and as such, she
listens obediently and intently to the words of her Lord Jesus Christ, and those words are found in Scripture
itself. But we insist that it be attached to the Word and to not allow it to be separated from it. For this is the
arrangement of a well-governed house. This is the plan of a well-ordered school, that there the teaching of the
schoolmaster alone should be heard. For this reason the Church should not be wise of itself, should not devise
anything of itself but should set the limit of its own wisdom where Christ has made an end of speaking. In this
way, the Church will distrust all the devisings of its own reason. As Paul stated elsewhere, "Christ loved the
church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water
with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such
thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. She also has a distinct role to play in this world: That is her
function, the very reason she exists in this world. When a so called "Church" fails to do this, or distorts the
message of the Gospel, she can no longer be thought of as "the Church" at all. As Martin Luther made clear,
"Justification by faith alone is the article upon which the Church stands or falls.
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