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1: Cohabitation And Christians Sermon by Davon Huss, 1 Thessalonians - www.enganchecubano.com
The best teaching I know of on the topic of cohabitation is 1 Thessalonians Read. Read. In this letter the Apostle Paul is
talking about the Lord's second coming and our preparation for that event.

Anglicanism The official resolutions of the Anglican Church are produced by the bishops in attendance at the
Lambeth Conferences, which are held every ten years. A subsequent resolution was made at the Lambeth
Conference. This sitting of the Conference resolved, "In view of the teaching of Scripture, the upholds
faithfulness in marriage between a man and a woman in lifelong union, and believes that abstinence is right for
those who are not called to marriage" Resolution I. This Resolution also commended a report on human
sexuality entitled Called to Full Humanity which stated that, "The Holy Scriptures and Christian tradition
teach that human sexuality is intended by God to find its rightful and full expression between a man and a
woman in the covenant of marriage, established by God in creation, and affirmed by our Lord Jesus Christ.
Holy Matrimony is, by intention and divine purpose, to be a lifelong, monogamous and unconditional
commitment between a woman and a man. The New Testament and Christian history identify singleness and
dedicated celibacy as Christ-like ways of living. In , the U. Prior to the Marriage Act commonly known as the
Hardwicke Act , British couples could live together and have sex after their betrothal or "the spousals".
Theologian Adrian Thatcher claims that, before the Act was introduced, in the United Kingdom the betrothal
was a formal, preliminary stage of marriage involving vows. During this stage, the marriage would become
permanent and indissoluble if sexual intercourse occurred or when final vows were taken, whichever came
first. Either of these would render "the conditional promise unconditional". Hence, having sex would
automatically turn the betrothal into a finalized, indissoluble marriage. The Council of Trent in the Roman
Catholic Church and the above-mentioned Marriage Act in the United Kingdom eliminated the tradition of the
betrothal stage of marriage. In the Eastern Orthodox Churches, betrothal still exists but it has been combined
into the wedding ceremony, rather than remaining as its own separate stage of the marriage process. Thatcher
notes that, today, "Non-nuptial cohabitation is unlikely ever to be thought consistent with Christian faith if
only because God wills only what is best for us, and there are good reasons for thinking that these
arrangements are not the best for us. In the United Kingdom, whilst the State defined who was married, it was
the Anglican Church that was given the responsibility to police this law for the State. Today, Britain remains
abnormal among European nations in having Church weddings whereas most other nations on that continent
insist on civil registrations leaving it up to the couple if they choose to have a religious ceremony as well. The
English Anglican booklet Forward to Marriage showed a tolerance of premarital sex but strongly endorsed
marriage as "a necessary commitment for a long-term relationship". Spong, an advocate of the
recommendations The National Church Life Survey in Australia found that Australian Anglicans were more
liberal about premarital sex than churchgoers from other denominations but more conservative than the
general non-church population. The survey noted a divide between Anglicans who wanted to support sexually
active unmarried couples in their churches and others who did not. A survey found that Anglicans along with
Baptists, Roman Catholics and Uniting Church members had become a little more accepting of premarital sex
compared to a survey, whereas Pentecostal Christians had become markedly more conservative. ISBN A
survey by the Church Times in England found that less than half of the 5, readers questioned said it was wrong
for men and women to have sex before they married. The report, Cohabitation: However, the report then cited
research that illustrates the problems that accompany cohabitation, particularly with regard to raising children.
It concluded that marriage is "a much more satisfactory social convention than cohabitation", but says that the
Church has failed to present marriage in a way that captures the imagination of young people and that the
Church needed to rise to the challenge and rediscover its confidence in marriage. The report noted that Paul
gave a "cautious welcome" to marriage, but that there was also a "militant apostolic view" that favoured
celibacy, which "was seen as more noble than marriage" by many early Christians. The report also noted that
"the strict sexual codes of the earliest Christian communities helped to give them a separate identity distinct
from the sexual hedonism of the pagan world. In a interview, the Anglican Primate of Australia, Archbishop
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Peter Carnley , noted that heterosexual de facto relationships and a disinclination to commit were more serious
worries for him than the same-sex marriage movement. Without entering into discussion of the scientific
evidence, it must be said that the Christian notion of personal identity has never before been supposed to be
rooted in desires of whatever sort. All are called to chastity and, within that, some are called to celibacy; but a
call to celibacy is not the same thing as discovering that one has a weak or negligible sexual drive. The call to
the self-control of chastity is for all: Sexual restraint is mandatory for all, difficult for most, extremely
challenging for some. Sentamu said that he had conducted wedding services for "many cohabiting couples"
during his time as a vicar in south London. Rowan Williams stated he did not personally believe sex outside
marriage to be a sin and noted in that he found it hard to reconcile his liberal personal beliefs with the public
stance of the Church. However, in , Doctor Williams said, "Sex outside marriage is not as God purposes it I
always find it difficult to condense sexual ethics into a soundbite And the assumption of the Bible is that that
commitment is heterosexual. That is the framework we work in. In recent decades, the picture has become
more complex. With the national religious scene resembling the circular approach of the politicians to sexual
knowledge and attitudes, the sociosexual control and influence appears to bounce back and forth between
church and state according to a mutually cooperative formula This doctrinal "pendulum" is confusing for the
majority of the population who are not experts at moral and theological niceties and subtleties. The people
themselves are part of the system of confusion: While expecting clear and definite moral messages from both
establishment and Church, they reserve the right to judge the validity of those messages, even when they are
biblically based. Roman Catholicism Catholicism equates premarital sex with fornication and ties it with
breaking the Ten Commandments "Thou shalt not commit adultery" in its Catechism: Fornication is carnal
union between an unmarried man and an unmarried woman. It is gravely contrary to the dignity of persons and
of human sexuality which is naturally ordered to the good of spouses and the generation and education of
children. Moreover, it is a grave scandal when there is corruption of the young. In his book, James F. Keenan
reports studies by some academics. A study by Bernard Hoose states that claims to a continuous teaching by
the Church on matters of sexuality, life and death and crime and punishment are "simply not true". After
examining seven medieval text about homosexuality, Mark Jordan argues that, "far from being consistent, any
attempt to make a connection among the texts proved impossible". Karl-Wilhelm Merks considers that Sacred
tradition itself is "not the truth guarantor of any particular teaching. ISBN The Catholic Church did not
pro-actively condemn men for pre-marital sex until the twelfth century. The Third Council of Aachen had
previously noted that it was almost unheard of for a man to remain a virgin until his wedding but males
remained largely immune to punishment whereas females were heavily penalized for sexual misdemeanours.
The movement sent priests to Wales where it was, up until that time, the norm for Christians to live together
prior to marriage. Up until this period, marriage was considered a private contract between two people. They
would make a pledge to each other and, from that moment on, they were considered married. This pledge
could take place anywhere; it did not have to occur in a church and neither the church nor the state were
involved. It was during the twelfth century that the Catholic Church took control of the process of marriage.
From that point on, to be legally recognised, a marriage had to take place in a church with a formal service
conducted by a priest. Hence all marriage and sexual activity now came under the control of the Church. At
the time of the Reformation, the Catholic Church "officially advocated celibacy for the religious, and
prohibited marriage, but allowed fornication and concubinage". ISBN For instance, in all but 10 out of
Catholic clergymen in Thuringia were living with women outside marriage. The Council of Trent which began
in in reaction to the Protestant Reformation formally ratified the Catholic view that marriage was a sacrament
and set strict guidelines around what constituted a legitimate marriage in Catholic eyes. In his encyclical, Casti
connubii , Pope Pius XI strongly condemned premarital sex and all forms of "experimental" marriage. In ,
Pope Benedict XVI claimed that premarital sex and cohabitation were "gravely sinful" and "damaging to the
stability of society". The Catholic Church continues to portray premarital sex as a shameful act and believes
that sexual relations are only acceptable between a married couple. ISBN A survey showed vastly different
attitudes among Catholics in different nations. The same survey sought to show the number of Catholics who
believed that premarital sex is "not wrong at all" or "wrong only sometimes". The British Social Attitudes

Page 2

COHABITATION AND FORNICATION (1 THESSALONIANS 4:1-8) pdf
survey showed that Catholics have become even more accepting than Anglicans of having children outside
wedlock: Evangelicalism In his book Forbidden Fruit: They start having sex on average at age Unlike
previous studies, this survey did not rely on respondents simply identifying themselves as "evangelical" but
also had to attend a Protestant church at least once a month, believe that they will go to heaven when they die
because they have accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior, strongly agree that the Bible is the written word of
God and is accurate in all that it teaches, that their personal commitment to Jesus Christ is still important to
their lives today, that eternal salvation is possible only through Jesus Christ, and that they personally have a
responsibility to tell others about their religious beliefs. The same survey also found higher religiosity, as
measured by frequency of Bible reading, was correlated with a lower rate of non-marital sexual activity. A
press release from online dating websites announced the results of a poll of 2, Americans in their attitudes
towards dating and sex. The poll found that 61 percent of Christians believed they would have sex before
marriage. Fifty-six percent found it appropriate to cohabit with a romantic partner after dating for a time
between six months and two years.
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2: Fornication - Wikipedia
Paul tries to help Thessalonician about fornication which was taking place in the city and can enter the church I
THESSALONIANS CHAPTER 4 THE BELIEVER'S HOPE I. INTRODUCTION The key word is walk and Paul
beseeches them to obey the Word.

Our beliefs about God and His Works 1. We accept the original autographs as God-breathed, inerrant,
infallible and complete, and therefore hold the sixty-six books of the Bible as the complete and divine
revelation of God to man and the final authority for faith and life. The Scriptures are to be interpreted
according to their normal grammatical-historical meaning. His deity pre-existed His incarnation John 8: He is
the Word made flesh who assumed humanity through the Virgin Birth Luke 1: We also believe in his sinless
life Hebrews 4: The Demonic Realm We believe in the reality of the Devil and demonic spirits who oppose
the work and people of God Isaiah Christ conquered them through Calvary 1 John 3: Sin We believe that man
was created in the image and likeness of God Genesis 1: Of himself, man is totally and utterly unable to
remedy his lost condition. Forgiveness of sin is only achieved through repentance and faith in the shed blood
of the resurrected Christ 1 Corinthians B We believe that the primary 4-fold mission of the Church is to
glorify God Romans D We believe that the establishment and continuance of local churches is mandated in
New Testament Scriptures Matthew The Baptism with the Holy Spirit We believe in the baptism with the
Holy Spirit as an experience received subsequent to salvation John Jesus Christ is the baptizer Matthew 3:
These include the gifts of revelation word of wisdom, word of knowledge, discerning of spirits , gifts of power
faith, healing, miracles , and gifts of utterance prophecy, tongues, interpretation of tongues , 1 Corinthians
The purpose of the gifts is for the exhortation, edification and comfort of the Church 1 Corinthians Divine
Healing We believe in divine healing. God has revealed Himself in Scripture as the healer and He has not
changed Exodus During the Church Age, healing is provided by Christ in the Atonement and is one of the
signs that follows believers Isaiah God may heal directly, in answer to unction and prayer by the elders of the
church, or through spiritual gifts of healing, 1 Corinthians After the Millennium, Satan will be loosed to
deceive the nations. Afterwards, he, together with those of the second resurrection who will be judged before
the Great White Throne, will be cast for ever into the Lake of Fire. The glorified believers will reign with God
in a new heaven and a new earth, in a new Jerusalem Revelation Therefore, we believe there shall be a bodily
resurrection of all men - the saved to eternal life, and the unsaved to judgment and everlasting punishment,
Daniel B We believe that the dead in Christ are absent from the body and present with the Lord, awaiting the
First Resurrection after which they, in their glorified bodies, will bypass the Great White Throne judgment and
reign in bliss for ever with the Lord, Luke B Marriage 1- We believe in the institution of marriage, as
designed by God the Creator, to be a lifelong union between one man and one woman, and that God hates
divorce, Genesis 2: We also believe that cohabitation or sexual intimacy outside of the marriage relationship is
a form of fornication, 1 Corinthians 6: We recognize that same-sex marriage violates the divine ideal and that
homosexual behavior is clearly and consistently condemned in Scripture as unnatural and immoral Leviticus
Therefore, abortion and euthanasia are examples of constituting the unjustified taking of human life, Job 3: D
Missions We believe that God has given the Church the Great Commission to proclaim the Gospel to all the
world and to every creature so that there might be a great multitude from every nation, tribe, ethnic and
language group who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. As ambassadors of Christ we must take the initiative to
reach all peoples at home and abroad with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Matthew We believe that God has
established the tithe as a model for supporting the local church, but that every Christian should also willingly
give offerings cheerfully and sacrificially to support the spread of the Gospel and relief for those in need. We
further hold that a contributor relinquishes all rights to direct the use of his tithe or offering once the gift has
been made, Genesis Christian Church of North America.
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3: 1 Thessalonians 4 Commentary - James Burton Coffman Commentaries on the Bible
This chapter begins the second section of the epistle and contains an exhortation to sanctification (1 Thessalonians ),
admonitions concerning mutual love among the Christians (1 Thessalonians ), and encouragement regarding the status
of their Christian dead (1 Thessalonians ).

A mother was concerned when she heard that her son had a live in girlfriend. She went to his house. Her son
was the only one home. She needed a place to stay. She has her bedroom and I have mine. This bedroom was
filled with feminine decorations and full of stuff from her old apartment. Somewhat satisfied and not
comfortable asking sensitive questions, the mother left but before she left she did something as a test. Just to
be fair, when you were here the other day, did you accidentally take our remotes? Many in these modern times
tend to substitute for marriage the experience of living together as couples. Three of four women in the U.
Two-thirds of those aged believe cohabitation is a good idea. But people are not made out of steel and plastic
the way cars are. This analogy breaks down because when the test driver rejects the car, the car is not left with
any psychological aftereffects, but the same cannot be said of people who have suffered a serious rejection.
Studies done on cohabitation show that this is not good. Recent study from the American College of
Pediatricians: Sexual immorality is porneia, which is where we get our English root for the word pornography.
This Greek word covered all forms of sexual deviancy. This same teaching is found in Galatians 5: That is not
true! Usually the woman is willing to accept this arrangement in hopes that the man will eventually marry her,
while the man enters into this arrangement with the hopes that he can avoid the entanglements of a marriage
commitment. Usually the genders come at this from opposite viewpoints. In fact, on average the woman
leaves a cohabiting relationship after 15 months because the man refuses to commit. The best teaching I know
of on the topic of cohabitation is 1 Thessalonians 4: William Lecky describes the picture of sexual license
during the days of the Roman Empire. Well, boys will be boys. Paul guides Christians on what the will of the
Lord is for those who are unmarried.
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4: What is Fornication?
The immediate section, , was particularly necessary in view of the cultural background of the Thessalonians. In contrast
to the Jews who had the Law, these Gentiles had come out of gross idolatry which had little or no restraint on their moral
character especially in matters of sex.

Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres , Fornication is generally consensual sexual intercourse between two people
not married to each other. For many people, the term carries an overtone of moral or religious disapproval, but
the significance of sexual acts to which the term is applied varies between religions, societies and cultures. In
modern usage, the term is often replaced with a more judgment -neutral term like extramarital sex. The King
James Version [5] used the term fornication. Other translations have used terms such as whoredom, sexual
immorality e. In Ancient Rome, prostitutes waited for their customers out of the rain under vaulted ceilings,[8]
and fornix became a euphemism for brothels, and the Latin verb fornicare referred to a man visiting a brothel.
Throughout history, most theologians have argued that any and all forms of premarital sex are immoral. An
historical example is the medieval English monastic, John Baconthorpe. He states that, from a Biblical
perspective, "physical union should not take place outside a "one flesh" i. In [1 Corinthians] chapter 7 Paul
addresses the situation of two unmarried Christians who are burning with passion 7: The underlying
assumptions are the same as those in Deuteronomy An example is John Witte, who argues that the Bible itself
is silent on the issue of consensual, premarital sex between an engaged couple. Some of the debate arises from
the question of which theological approach is being applied. A deontological view of sex interprets porneia,
aselgeia and akatharsia in terms of whether the couple are married or non-married. What makes sex moral or
immoral is the context of marriage. The first word is restricted to contexts involving sexual betrayal of a
spouse; however, the second word is used as a generic term for illegitimate sexual activity, although many
scholars hold that the Septuagint uses "porneia" to refer specifically to male temple prostitution. Elsewhere in
First Corinthians, incest , homosexual intercourse according to some interpretations [18] and prostitution are
all explicitly forbidden by name. Paul is preaching about activities based on sexual prohibitions laid out in
Leviticus in the context of achieving holiness. However, it is an excellent translation for porneia, which
basically referred to any kind of sex outside of marriage This has been contested For instance, during the
lifetime of Jesus, there was a strong social disapproval among Romans of polygamy. This made its way into
Judaism and early Christianity, despite the Old Testament portraying examples of this behaviour among
patriarchs and kings. First, there was a betrothal in which the man claimed the woman to be his only bride.
The betrothal was held to be enough of a marriage that a divorce would be needed if the couple split up
between betrothal and contract. Whilst Paul, in his epistles to early believers, emphasised that both celibacy
and marriage were good forms of life, after his life the Church felt that celibacy was more virtuous and
liberating. This focus came about because the early church was very ascetic, possibly due to the influence of
Greek philosophical thought. The focus on celibacy meant that other issues relating to sexual morality for the
non-celibate remained under-developed. Karant-Nunn and Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks in their book, Luther on
Women, Martin Luther felt that "The sex act was of course sinful outside of marriage. They are too unsavory
for him [Paul] to mention by name, though in Romans 1, 24 he finds it expedient to speak of them without
disguise. However, also wedded love must be characterized by moderation among Christians. It is no slight
boon that in wedlock fornication and unchastity are checked and eliminated. This in itself is so great a good
that it alone should be enough to induce men to marry forthwith, and for many reasons The first reason is that
fornication destroys not only the soul but also body, property, honor, and family as well. For we see how a
licentious and wicked life not only brings great disgrace but is also a spendthrift life, more costly than
wedlock, and that illicit partners necessarily occasion greater suffering for one another than do married folk.
Beyond that it consumes the body, corrupts flesh and blood, nature, and physical constitution. Through such a
variety of evil consequences God takes a rigid position, as though he would actually drive people away from
fornication and into marriage. However, few are thereby convinced or converted. If your sexual appetites
continually tempt you, be patient. Resist them as long as necessary, even if it takes more than a year. But
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above all, keep praying! I have known many people who, because of their crude and shameful fantasies,
indulged their passion with unrestrained lust. Because of their insatiable desires, they abandoned self control,
and lapsed into terrible immorality. In the end, they had to endure dreadful punishment. Blinded to the realities
of married life, some of them took unsuitable mates and ended up in incompatible relationships. They got
what they deserved. You must pray diligently and strive to resist the desires of your corrupt nature. Rather, a
devout spouse is a gift from God. He understood marriage to be a legal agreement rather than a sacrament.
Luther defined marriage as "the God-appointed and legitimate union of man and woman in the hope of having
children or at least for the purpose of avoiding fornication and sin and living to the glory of God. Marriage for
him, though, not only meant the avoidance of sin and procreation of children but social and emotional bonding
resulting in a fellowship. Marriage is, after all, the only framework within which sexual desires can be
legitimately satisfied. He argued that sexual desire objectifies the person you crave and, since no logically
consistent ethical rule allows you to use a person as an object, it is immoral to have sex outside marriage.
Marriage makes the difference because, in marriage, the two people give all of themselves to create a union
and, thus, now have rights over each other as each now belongs to the other. As Kant himself puts it, "The sole
condition on which we are free to make use of our sexual desires depends upon the right to dispose over the
person as a whole â€” over the welfare and happiness and generally over all the circumstances of that
personâ€¦ each of them It believes that sexual activity belongs within the marriage relationship only and that
the practice of pre-marital sex is in "violation of the will of God". That is precisely the point of Hebrews
Using the "bed" aside from "marriage" is sin that God will judge The counsel given in 1 Corinthians 7: If a
person has sexual urges and the sex drive a good gift from God in itself expresses itself within a person, that
person has a God-pleasing remedy identified: Before or outside of marriage, sinful lust is sinful lust. A pastor
or congregation will deal patiently with cohabitating people who are seeking spiritual guidance Christian life
of sanctification. This is done by firmly yet gently confronting them with their sin With regard to sex before
marriage, the document, declares that "Because this church urges couples to seek the highest social and legal
support for their relationships, it does not favor cohabitation arrangements outside marriage. It has a special
concern when such arrangements are entered into as an end in themselves. It does, however, acknowledge the
social forces at work that encourage such practices. This church also recognizes the pastoral and familial
issues that accompany these contemporary social patterns. In cases where a decision is made for cohabitation,
regardless of the reasons, this church expects its pastors and members to be clear with the couple regarding the
reasons for the position of this church and to support the couple in recognizing their obligation to be open and
candid with each other about their plans, expectations, and levels of mutual commitment. Some cohabitation
arrangements can be constructed in ways that are neither casual nor intrinsically unstable This church believes,
however, that the deepest human longings for a sense of personal worth, long-term companionship, and
profound security, especially given the human propensity to sin, are best served through binding commitment,
legal protections, and the public accountability of marriage, especially where the couple is surrounded by the
prayers of the congregational community and the promises of God. It strictly condemns extramarital sex but in
relation to pre-marital sex it states only that "Sexuality disconnected from love and from responsibility
enslaves people, bringing harm to themselves and others. The site asserts that all sexual activity â€” including
oral sex and mutual masturbation â€” between unmarried persons is a sin. In it, he notes that, "For Calvin, the
Commandment against adultery was equally binding on the unmarried, and equally applicable to both illicit
sexual activities per se, and various acts leading to the same. Calvin condemned fornication sternlyâ€”sexual
intercourse or other illicit acts of sexual touching, seduction, or enticement by non-married parties, including
those who were engaged to each other or to others. He decried at length the widespread practice of casual sex,
prostitution, concubinage, pre-marital sex, nonmarital cohabitation and other forms of bed hopping that he
encountered in modern day Geneva as well as in ancient Bible stories. Calvin preached against fornication
constantly He often led the Consistory in rooting out fornicators and subjecting them to admonition and the
ban, and to fines and short imprisonment. Churches fashioned in the Calvinist tradition have typically set
extremely high standard of behavior and, more particularly, sought to compel a strict morality within the
community Each year the [Genevan] Consistory judged a half-dozen cases of fornication by engaged couples
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and as many accusations of illicit sex between masters and servants. The town soon had a Protestant majority
but it still faced an enormous task in cleaning up morals as one of the first Protestant-controlled societies in
France. At this time, proper conduct was considered as much a public matter as a private matter. Shortly
afterwards, in , he re-converted to Roman Catholicism. He was readily accepted back into that church as a
priest. As a result of this, many sermons that dealt with marriage were also an opportunity to announce the
dangers of illicit sex while, at the same time, offering a relatively positive appraisal of conjugal sex. For
instance, Jean Mestrezat declares simply that marriage is the recommended solution for illicit sexuality, since
God hates all impurities, especially paillardise [sexual immorality] Indeed, French Reformed Christians "are
widely regarded as having particularly high standards of honesty and integrity". He stated that "Coitus without
coexistence is demonic"[61] "demonic", in Christianity, simply meaning any sphere that does not submit to
God. Barth goes on to state that "the physical sexuality of man should form an integral part of his total
humanity as male or female, and that the completion of the sexual relation should be integrated into the total
encounter of man and woman. All right or wrong and therefore salvation or perdition in this matter depends on
whether it is viewed in isolation and abstraction or within this whole If it is not, if physical sexuality and sex
relations have their own right and authority in which man and woman and their encounter may be controlled
and fulfilled, then it is a demonic business. Naturally, the command of God will always resist any such idea of
sovereign physical sexuality. Furthermore, for Barth, "A wedding is only the regulative confirmation and
legitimation of a marriage before and by society. It does not constitute a marriage. This opens the door to a
more holistic understanding of sex. However, a few modern Swiss Reformed theologians, such as Michel
Cornuz, take the teleological view that premarital sex is permissible if the sexual activities take a form which
respects the partner and helps the relationship grow in intimacy. These theologians hold that it is when a
relationship is exploitive that it is sinful. Prior to that, the cultural norm was that the couple would not engage
in sex before marriage. Hence, the modern Reformed theologians have endeavoured to meet the challenge of
applying Christian teaching to this massive cultural change in Switzerland.
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5: Marriage Still Matters | Blogger Priest
Fornication is generally consensual sexual intercourse between two people not married to each other. When one of the
partners to consensual sexual intercourse is a married person, it may be described as adultery.

We believe the Church is presented in Scripture in two forms. The Church is the body of Christ. It is an
organism universal and invisible. The Church is the local assembly. It is an organization local and visible. All
believers from the days of Christ until the rapture, regardless of race, religion, social status, or gender, are part
of this body. The Holy Spirit baptizes believers into this Body at the moment of salvation. We believe the
local church is ordained by God. The church consists of baptized believers who have associated themselves
together by covenant of faith and in the fellowship of the Scriptures. The church provides opportunities
wherein individual members may exercise their spiritual gifts to minister to each other and to evangelize the
lost. The church disciplines its members according to the Scripture and its covenant. The church selects
divinely called men to serve in two different offices. The Pastor functions to equip the saints for the work of
the ministry. The Deacon functions to assist the Pastor and to serve the church. The qualifications for both are
given in Scripture. We believe the local church is governed by God. The church is an autonomous body under
the Headship of Christ. The church determines the will of God by the prayerful agreement of a. The church is
free to associate with other churches of like faith if it is useful to the advancement of the cause of Christ. The
church is responsible to cooperate with other divinely ordained institutions. The church is to promote and
protect the nuclear traditional family. The church is to support and respect civil government. We believe the
local church is identified by its ordinances. Candidates for baptism must be confessing, obedient believers
capable of full understanding, having gladly received His Word by their own choice. Immersion in water is the
only Biblical mode. Candidates must be baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Baptism symbolizes the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. Baptism imparts no saving grace of any kind.
Participation must be preceded by:
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6: FINAL DRAFT - Academic Catalog
The next issue is cohabitation and fornication which is talked about in 1 Thessalonians Our society has lied and said that
living together is like an [un]dressed rehearsal for marriage. In reality, it prepares people for divorce, not marriage.

Generalities[ edit ] The Pauline epistles contain multiple condemnations of various forms of extramarital sex.
Throughout history, most theologians have argued that any and all forms of premarital sex are immoral. An
historical example is the medieval English monastic, John Baconthorpe. He states that, from a Biblical
perspective, "physical union should not take place outside a "one flesh" i. In [1 Corinthians] chapter 7 Paul
addresses the situation of two unmarried Christians who are burning with passion 7: The underlying
assumptions are the same as those in Deuteronomy An example is John Witte, who argues that the Bible itself
is silent on the issue of consensual, premarital sex between an engaged couple. Some of the debate arises from
the question of which theological approach is being applied. A deontological view of sex interprets porneia,
aselgeia and akatharsia in terms of whether the couple are married or non-married. What makes sex moral or
immoral is the context of marriage. The first word is restricted to contexts involving sexual betrayal of a
spouse; however, the second word is used as a generic term for illegitimate sexual activity, although many
scholars hold that the Septuagint uses "porneia" to refer specifically to male temple prostitution. Paul is
preaching about activities based on sexual prohibitions laid out in Leviticus in the context of achieving
holiness. However, it is an excellent translation for porneia, which basically referred to any kind of sex outside
of marriage This has been contested For instance, during the lifetime of Jesus, there was a strong social
disapproval among Romans of polygamy. This made its way into Judaism and early Christianity, despite the
Old Testament portraying examples of this behaviour among patriarchs and kings. First, there was a betrothal
in which the man claimed the woman to be his only bride. The betrothal was held to be enough of a marriage
that a divorce would be needed if the couple split up between betrothal and contract. Whilst Paul, in his
epistles to early believers, emphasised that both celibacy and marriage were good forms of life, after his life
the Church felt that celibacy was more virtuous and liberating. This focus came about because the early church
was very ascetic, possibly due to the influence of Greek philosophical thought. The focus on celibacy meant
that other issues relating to sexual morality for the non-celibate remained under-developed. Karant-Nunn and
Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks in their book, Luther on Women, Martin Luther felt that "The sex act was of course
sinful outside of marriage. They are too unsavory for him [Paul] to mention by name, though in Romans 1, 24
he finds it expedient to speak of them without disguise. However, also wedded love must be characterized by
moderation among Christians. It is no slight boon that in wedlock fornication and unchastity are checked and
eliminated. This in itself is so great a good that it alone should be enough to induce men to marry forthwith,
and for many reasons The first reason is that fornication destroys not only the soul but also body, property,
honor, and family as well. For we see how a licentious and wicked life not only brings great disgrace but is
also a spendthrift life, more costly than wedlock, and that illicit partners necessarily occasion greater suffering
for one another than do married folk. Beyond that it consumes the body, corrupts flesh and blood, nature, and
physical constitution. Through such a variety of evil consequences God takes a rigid position, as though he
would actually drive people away from fornication and into marriage. However, few are thereby convinced or
converted. If your sexual appetites continually tempt you, be patient. Resist them as long as necessary, even if
it takes more than a year. But above all, keep praying! I have known many people who, because of their crude
and shameful fantasies, indulged their passion with unrestrained lust. Because of their insatiable desires, they
abandoned self control, and lapsed into terrible immorality. In the end, they had to endure dreadful
punishment. Blinded to the realities of married life, some of them took unsuitable mates and ended up in
incompatible relationships. They got what they deserved. You must pray diligently and strive to resist the
desires of your corrupt nature. Rather, a devout spouse is a gift from God. He understood marriage to be a
legal agreement rather than a sacrament. Luther defined marriage as "the God-appointed and legitimate union
of man and woman in the hope of having children or at least for the purpose of avoiding fornication and sin
and living to the glory of God. Marriage for him, though, not only meant the avoidance of sin and procreation
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of children but social and emotional bonding resulting in a fellowship. Marriage is, after all, the only
framework within which sexual desires can be legitimately satisfied. He argued that sexual desire objectifies
the person you crave and, since no logically consistent ethical rule allows you to use a person as an object, it is
immoral to have sex outside marriage. Marriage makes the difference because, in marriage, the two people
give all of themselves to create a union and, thus, now have rights over each other as each now belongs to the
other. As Kant himself puts it, "The sole condition on which we are free to make use of our sexual desires
depends upon the right to dispose over the person as a whole â€” over the welfare and happiness and generally
over all the circumstances of that personâ€¦ each of them It believes that sexual activity belongs within the
marriage relationship only and that the practice of pre-marital sex is in "violation of the will of God". That is
precisely the point of Hebrews Using the "bed" aside from "marriage" is sin that God will judge The counsel
given in 1 Corinthians 7: If a person has sexual urges and the sex drive a good gift from God in itself
expresses itself within a person, that person has a God-pleasing remedy identified: Before or outside of
marriage, sinful lust is sinful lust. A pastor or congregation will deal patiently with cohabitating people who
are seeking spiritual guidance Christian life of sanctification. This is done by firmly yet gently confronting
them with their sin With regard to sex before marriage, the document, declares that "Because this church urges
couples to seek the highest social and legal support for their relationships, it does not favor cohabitation
arrangements outside marriage. It has a special concern when such arrangements are entered into as an end in
themselves. It does, however, acknowledge the social forces at work that encourage such practices. This
church also recognizes the pastoral and familial issues that accompany these contemporary social patterns. In
cases where a decision is made for cohabitation, regardless of the reasons, this church expects its pastors and
members to be clear with the couple regarding the reasons for the position of this church and to support the
couple in recognizing their obligation to be open and candid with each other about their plans, expectations,
and levels of mutual commitment. Some cohabitation arrangements can be constructed in ways that are neither
casual nor intrinsically unstable This church believes, however, that the deepest human longings for a sense of
personal worth, long-term companionship, and profound security, especially given the human propensity to
sin, are best served through binding commitment, legal protections, and the public accountability of marriage,
especially where the couple is surrounded by the prayers of the congregational community and the promises of
God. It strictly condemns extramarital sex but in relation to pre-marital sex it states only that "Sexuality
disconnected from love and from responsibility enslaves people, bringing harm to themselves and others. The
site asserts that all sexual activity â€” including oral sex and mutual masturbation â€” between unmarried
persons is a sin. In it, he notes that, "For Calvin, the Commandment against adultery was equally binding on
the unmarried, and equally applicable to both illicit sexual activities per se, and various acts leading to the
same. Calvin condemned fornication sternlyâ€”sexual intercourse or other illicit acts of sexual touching,
seduction, or enticement by non-married parties, including those who were engaged to each other or to others.
He decried at length the widespread practice of casual sex, prostitution, concubinage, pre-marital sex,
nonmarital cohabitation and other forms of bed hopping that he encountered in modern day Geneva as well as
in ancient Bible stories. Calvin preached against fornication constantly He often led the Consistory in rooting
out fornicators and subjecting them to admonition and the ban, and to fines and short imprisonment. Churches
fashioned in the Calvinist tradition have typically set extremely high standard of behavior and, more
particularly, sought to compel a strict morality within the community Each year the [Genevan] Consistory
judged a half-dozen cases of fornication by engaged couples and as many accusations of illicit sex between
masters and servants. The town soon had a Protestant majority but it still faced an enormous task in cleaning
up morals as one of the first Protestant-controlled societies in France. At this time, proper conduct was
considered as much a public matter as a private matter. Shortly afterwards, in , he re-converted to Roman
Catholicism. He was readily accepted back into that church as a priest. As a result of this, many sermons that
dealt with marriage were also an opportunity to announce the dangers of illicit sex while, at the same time,
offering a relatively positive appraisal of conjugal sex. For instance, Jean Mestrezat declares simply that
marriage is the recommended solution for illicit sexuality, since God hates all impurities, especially paillardise
[sexual immorality] Indeed, French Reformed Christians "are widely regarded as having particularly high
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standards of honesty and integrity". He stated that "Coitus without coexistence is demonic" [61] "demonic", in
Christianity, simply meaning any sphere that does not submit to God. Barth goes on to state that "the physical
sexuality of man should form an integral part of his total humanity as male or female, and that the completion
of the sexual relation should be integrated into the total encounter of man and woman. All right or wrong and
therefore salvation or perdition in this matter depends on whether it is viewed in isolation and abstraction or
within this whole If it is not, if physical sexuality and sex relations have their own right and authority in which
man and woman and their encounter may be controlled and fulfilled, then it is a demonic business. Naturally,
the command of God will always resist any such idea of sovereign physical sexuality. Furthermore, for Barth,
"A wedding is only the regulative confirmation and legitimation of a marriage before and by society. It does
not constitute a marriage. This opens the door to a more holistic understanding of sex. However, a few modern
Swiss Reformed theologians, such as Michel Cornuz, take the teleological view that premarital sex is
permissible if the sexual activities take a form which respects the partner and helps the relationship grow in
intimacy. These theologians hold that it is when a relationship is exploitive that it is sinful. Prior to that, the
cultural norm was that the couple would not engage in sex before marriage. Hence, the modern Reformed
theologians have endeavoured to meet the challenge of applying Christian teaching to this massive cultural
change in Switzerland. For the parish of Saint Andrews, fornication accounted for But this was no
all-powerful Big Brother peering into bedroom windows. The need to discourage illicit sexuality was accepted
by nearly all powers In , the Scottish health minister, Shona Robison noted, "There are deeply-held views on
moral issues and cultural and lifestyle issues The Highlands in general As a consequence of this and because
of lack of a scene for gay people, both straight and gay people are being driven out into these isolated areas to
have [casual] sex.
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Some examples include connecting poverty and orphans with Isaiah , genetic engineering with Genesis and , and
cohabitation and adultery with 1 Thessalonians The result is a stimulating resource and guide for preaching and a solid
foundation for developing Bible studies.

Sexuality The word Fornication has been subjected to centuries of misinterpretation and misunderstanding,
and often, intentional misuse. Originally, the term Fornication was derived from the Indo-European word
gwher, "to burn. Etymology of Fornication Originated from: Fornax, furnace, hornito, from Latin furnus,
fornus, fornx, oven; b. It is common to read that Fornication is derived from the Latin fornix. A vault or
archway. In Roman times, brothels were called "fornices," seemingly because prostitutes could be hired near
the "arches" of certain buildings. Thus, it is said that the word Fornication appeared ca. Yet, this word
"fornices" is also related to the word "furnace," which is a significant symbol in the Bible. Nonetheless, the
most significant relationship here is between gwher, "to burn," and the word Fornication. Fornication Defined
in Christianity Undoubtedly through the influence of the dominant Christian traditions, in English the word
Fornication became defined as "the sexual act when occurring outside of a marriage recognized by the church.
Fornication Defined in Judaism Christianity was derived from the Jewish tradition. Jesus was an expert at the
Jewish law, and stated that his teaching was congruent with the Jewish law. I am not come to destroy, but to
fulfil. Yet, in a document written nearly one thousand years ago, we can see that among the initiated Rabbis or
teachers who studied the inner or hidden meanings of the law of Moses Torah , the meaning of Fornication is
clearly not the same as among the public. Therefore, after enumerating the things which it forbids entirely, the
Torah says: If that is the case, then in the law of Moses, Fornication must mean something other than a
married person having sexual relations outside of marriage. In fact, there is even more evidence to support this
view. In the Bible, the law is defined primarily in the Ten Commandments. In Christianity, two of the
commandments are related to sexuality: Let us recall the "official" definition for Fornication: Are these not the
same definition? Why should the law of Moses differentiate between these two if they are the same thing? It is
exceedingly bizarre to conflate these two terms, Fornication and Adultery , and to conflate these two
commandments. The fact is that Fornication and Adultery are not the same thing. That is why the Bible always
keeps them distinct. Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers
God will judge. Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor
sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor a person who commits extortion will
inherit the kingdom of God. Over the centuries, in their confusion, the church has conflated these terms. Learn
more about the word adultery. Then there arises a disturbance in the whole body. For this reason I said to you,
Be of good courage [cf. And he [Lot] looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah [cities destroyed because of sexual
crimes], and toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the
smoke of a furnace. And it shall become small dust in all the land of Egypt, and shall be a boil breaking forth
with blains upon man, and upon beast, throughout all the land of Egypt. And they took ashes of the furnace,
and stood before Pharaoh; and Moses sprinkled it up toward heaven; and it became a boil breaking forth with
blains upon man, and upon beast. And the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils; for
the boil was upon the magicians, and upon all the Egyptians. And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long,
and waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered him by a voice. I remember all their evil deeds.
Their sins engulf them They are all adulterers, burning like an oven Their hearts are like an oven Their passion
smolders all night; in the morning it blazes like a flaming fire. In Christianity and Judaism, God often appears
as fire. And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a
pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night A furnace or kiln is where the chaff is burned away, or
all impurities are removed. And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: I indeed baptize you with
water unto repentance. Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat
into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. Know ye not that ye are the temple of
God , and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God , him shall God destroy;
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for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. In the human being, the power of God is in the sexual fire,
and is why marriage is sacred and why two of the Ten Commandments are sexual. Sex has great power to
either destroy or create. The fire of sex can be used safely when one obeys the guidance of the divine, or that
fire can be misused, and destroy whatever is in its path. Careful study of scripture reveals that " Fornication "
is not limited to the "official" definition of the modern church. It is clear that impure sexual acts result in being
burned "as in a furnace," in other words, Fornication "burns" the impure or those who do not obey the law.
Although it is clear that the oven or furnace is a cause for destruction, it is also where the power of the divine
is revealed, as in the book of Daniel. Those who obey the divine law emerge from the fire unscathed. And
these men, the three of them, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell into the burning, fiery furnace, bound.
Then King Nebuchadnezzar was bewildered and stood up in haste. He shouted and said to his leaders, "Did I
not cast three men into the fiery furnace, bound? And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit Those who
do not know the law or reject the law are burned in the furnace. To fornicate is to abuse the fire of the Holy
Spirit that dwells in the temple of the body; that fire is His creative power: Whosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: Any voluntary orgasm is Fornication , whether between a married
man and woman, or an unmarried man and woman, or through masturbation, or in any other case; this is
explained by Moses: A man from whom there is a discharge of semen , shall immerse all his flesh in water,
and he shall remain unclean until evening. And any garment or any leather [object] which has semen on it,
shall be immersed in water, and shall remain unclean until evening. A woman with whom a man cohabits,
whereby there was [a discharge of] semen , they shall immerse in water, and they shall remain unclean until
evening. Those who "deny themselves" restrain the sexual energy, and "walk in the midst of the fire" without
being burned. Those who restrain the sexual energy, who renounce the orgasm , remember God in themselves,
and do not defile themselves with animal passion, "for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. This is
why Paul advised: Fornication does not pertain only to the physical body; it is also related to thoughts,
emotions, words and animal sensations. And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his
own power. Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? But he that is joined unto the Lord is
one spirit. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth Fornication sinneth against
his own body. For ye are bought with a price: Nevertheless, to avoid Fornication , let every man have his own
wife, and let every woman have her own husband. Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: The
wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent
for a time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you
not for your incontinency. But I speak this by permission, and not of commandment. For I would that all men
were even as I myself [who already fulfilled the duty of marriage, and had transcended the need for it, for
there are two kinds of Chastity ]. But every man hath his proper gift of God , one after this manner, and
another after that. I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, it is good for them if they abide even as I [in
Chastity ]. But if they cannot contain [their sexual energy], let them marry: Yet, if the same individual changes
his custom of copulation to the custom of no copulation, then he transforms himself into a chaste person. We
have as an example the astonishing case of Mary Magdalene, who was a famous prostitute. Mary Magdalene
became the famous Saint Mary Magdalene, the repented prostitute. Mary Magdalene became the chaste
disciple of Christ. For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus. For this is the will of
God , even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from Fornication: That every one of you should know
how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour; Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles
which know not God: That no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter: For God hath not called
us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God , who hath also
given unto us his holy Spirit sex.
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Cohabitation and Fornication 79 1 Thessalonians 7. Divorce 91 A Guide for Preaching and Teaching Biblical Ethics, to
rescue his dying nephew.1 Should.

Marriage Still Matters Posted on September 17, by Father Joe Numbness in conscience inflicts many of the
members of our modern society. It is as if people have lost the capacity to distinguish between right and
wrong. The values of traditional faith and Scripture are not taken into consideration as credible when moral
decisions are made. This leads to a profound disconnect from objective reality. Instead, the notion that man is
the measure of all things is extended to a fanciful absurdity. The unborn child in the womb is denied the
personhood that comes along with his very presence. The purpose of the marital act is reduced to recreation
with the reproductive ends subtracted by contraception. The bodies of men and women are complementary
and yet same-sex attraction is made into a legal right even though it is a fiction and not fact. The aberration is
counted as normal and any emphasis upon genuine normalcy is discounted as intolerance. The institution of
marriage is bombarded by all sorts of threats: Any stigma or embarrassment for having children outside of
wedlock is measured as insensitive and mean-spirited. Marriage is regarded as a mere piece of paper, even by
Catholics who were taught that it was a sacrament to give grace. What a mess with which we are living! Sin
by its very definition brings forth suffering and death. It alienates us from the one who created us and from the
life present in the soul. Pastors are challenged when they preach about sin and punishment. They are
challenged for stressing judgment when our Lord was apparently all about mercy and love. However, the
dispensation of Christ is neither magic nor capricious. You have to love in return. You have to want to be
forgiven. Too many live as if there will be no judgment and no hell. While the catechism teaches about the
universal call to salvation, this is not the heresy of universalism. Using a medical analogy, a doctor might be
able to treat you but you must be willing to seek him out. The divine physician would heal our souls, but
millions prefer the spiritual sickness that comes with hedonism, greed or a spiritual ennui. People these days
do not like to be told their business. There is an arrogance to sin today that has smothered the guilt that once
brought contrition and repentance. Do you want proof? Tell a couple who are having sex outside of marriage
that unless they repent they will go to hell. See how they respond. Who are you to talk to us that way? You
can go to hell, yourself! Who are you to judge? We love each other, what is so wrong with that? Who is being
hurt by what we do? What they are really saying is this: Pope gives us a list of Scriptures that we would do
well to review.
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Assignment Sermon - 1 Thessalonians Preach a minute expository sermon using the Big Idea approach to preaching
taught in the www.enganchecubano.com program on cohabitation and fornication (1 Thessalonians ).

Throughout history, most theologians have argued that any and all forms of premarital sex are immoral. An
historical example is the medieval English monastic, John Baconthorpe. He states that, from a Biblical
perspective, "physical union should not take place outside of a "one flesh" i. In [1 Corinthians] chapter 7 Paul
addresses the situation of two unmarried Christians who are burning with passion 7: The underlying
assumptions are the same as those in Deuteronomy An example is John Witte, who argues that the Bible itself
is silent on the issue of consensual, premarital sex between an engaged couple. A deontological view of sex
interprets porneia, aselgeia and akatharsia in terms of whether the couple are married or non-married. What
makes sex moral or immoral is the context of marriage. The first word is restricted to contexts involving
sexual betrayal of a spouse; however, the second word is used as a generic term for illegitimate sexual activity,
although many scholars hold that the Septuagint uses "porneia" to refer specifically to male temple
prostitution. Elsewhere in First Corinthians, incest , homosexual intercourse according to some interpretations
[16] and prostitution are all explicitly forbidden by name. Paul is preaching about activities based on sexual
prohibitions laid out in Leviticus in the context of achieving holiness. He states that "the word "fornication"
has gone out of fashion and is not in common use to describe non-marital sex. However, it is an excellent
translation for porneia, which basically referred to any kind of sex outside of marriage This has been contested
For instance, during the lifetime of Jesus, there was a strong social disapproval among Romans of polygamy.
This made its way into Judaism and early Christianity, despite the Old Testament portraying examples of this
behaviour among patriarchs and kings. First, there was a betrothal in which the man claimed the woman to be
his only bride. The betrothal was held to be enough of a marriage that a divorce would be needed if the couple
split up between betrothal and contract. There is no place in the Christian fellowship for such practices and for
such a person. Whilst Paul, in his epistles to early believers, emphasised that both celibacy and marriage were
good forms of life, after his life the Church felt that celibacy was more virtuous and liberating. This focus
came about because the early church was very ascetic, possibly due to the influence of Greek philosophical
thought. The focus on celibacy meant that other issues relating to sexual morality for the non-celibate
remained under-developed. Karant-Nunn and Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks in their book, Luther on Women,
Martin Luther felt that "The sex act was of course sinful outside of marriage They are too unsavory for him
[Paul] to mention by name, though in Romans 1, 24 he finds it expedient to speak of them without disguise.
However, also wedded love must be characterized by moderation among Christians. It is no slight boon that in
wedlock fornication and unchastity are checked and eliminated. This in itself is so great a good that it alone
should be enough to induce men to marry forthwith, and for many reasons The first reason is that fornication
destroys not only the soul but also body, property, honor, and family as well. For we see how a licentious and
wicked life not only brings great disgrace but is also a spendthrift life, more costly than wedlock, and that
illicit partners necessarily occasion greater suffering for one another than do married folk. Beyond that it
consumes the body, corrupts flesh and blood, nature, and physical constitution. Through such a variety of evil
consequences God takes a rigid position, as though he would actually drive people away from fornication and
into marriage. However, few are thereby convinced or converted. If your sexual appetites continually tempt
you, be patient. Resist them as long as necessary, even if it takes more than a year. But above all, keep
praying! I have known many people who, because of their crude and shameful fantasies, indulged their
passion with unrestrained lust. Because of their insatiable desires, they abandoned self control, and lapsed into
terrible immorality. In the end, they had to endure dreadful punishment. Blinded to the realities of married life,
some of them took unsuitable mates and ended up in incompatible relationships. They got what they deserved.
You must pray diligently and strive to resist the desires of your corrupt nature. Rather, a devout spouse is a
gift from God. He understood marriage to be a legal agreement rather than a sacrament. Luther defined
marriage as "the God-appointed and legitimate union of man and woman in the hope of having children or at
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least for the purpose of avoiding fornication and sin and living to the glory of God. Marriage for him, though,
not only meant the avoidance of sin and procreation of children but social and emotional bonding resulting in
a fellowship. Marriage is, after all, the only framework within which sexual desires can be legitimately
satisfied. He argued that sexual desire objectifies the person you crave and, since no logically consistent
ethical rule allows you to use a person as an object, it is immoral to have sex outside of marriage. Marriage
makes the difference because, in marriage, the two people give all of themselves to create a union and, thus,
now have rights over each other as each now belongs to the other. As Kant himself puts it, "The sole condition
on which we are free to make use of our sexual desires depends upon the right to dispose over the person as a
whole â€” over the welfare and happiness and generally over all the circumstances of that personâ€¦ each of
them It believes that sexual activity belongs within the marriage relationship only and that the practice of
pre-marital sex is in "violation of the will of God". That is precisely the point of Hebrews The counsel given
in 1 Corinthians 7: If a person has sexual urges and the sex drive a good gift from God in itself expresses itself
within a person, that person has a God-pleasing remedy identified: Before or outside of marriage, sinful lust is
sinful lust. A pastor or congregation will deal patiently with cohabitating people who are seeking spiritual
guidance Christian life of sanctification. This is done by firmly yet gently confronting them with their sin With
regard to sex before marriage, the document, declares that "Because this church urges couples to seek the
highest social and legal support for their relationships, it does not favor cohabitation arrangements outside of
marriage. It has a special concern when such arrangements are entered into as an end in themselves. It does,
however, acknowledge the social forces at work that encourage such practices. This church also recognizes the
pastoral and familial issues that accompany these contemporary social patterns. In cases where a decision is
made for cohabitation, regardless of the reasons, this church expects its pastors and members to be clear with
the couple regarding the reasons for the position of this church and to support the couple in recognizing their
obligation to be open and candid with each other about their plans, expectations, and levels of mutual
commitment. Some cohabitation arrangements can be constructed in ways that are neither casual nor
intrinsically unstable This church believes, however, that the deepest human longings for a sense of personal
worth, long-term companionship, and profound security, especially given the human propensity to sin, are best
served through binding commitment, legal protections, and the public accountability of marriage, especially
where the couple is surrounded by the prayers of the congregational community and the promises of God. It
strictly condemns extramarital sex but in relation to pre-marital sex it states only that "Sexuality disconnected
from love and from responsibility enslaves people, bringing harm to themselves and others. The site asserts
that all sexual activity - including oral sex and mutual masturbation - between unmarried persons is a sin. In it,
he notes that, "For Calvin, the Commandment against adultery was equally binding on the unmarried, and
equally applicable to both illicit sexual activities per se, and various acts leading to the same. Calvin
condemned fornication sternlyâ€”sexual intercourse or other illicit acts of sexual touching, seduction, or
enticement by non-married parties, including those who were engaged to each other or to others. He decried at
length the widespread practice of casual sex, prostitution, concubinage, pre-marital sex, nonmarital
cohabitation and other forms of bed hopping that he encountered in modern day Geneva as well as in ancient
Bible stories. Calvin preached against fornication constantly He often led the Consistory in rooting out
fornicators and subjecting them to admonition and the ban, and to fines and short imprisonment. Churches
fashioned in the Calvinist tradition have typically set extremely high standard of behavior and, more
particularly, sought to compel a strict morality within the community Each year the [Genevan] Consistory
judged a half-dozen cases of fornication by engaged couples and as many accusations of illicit sex between
masters and servants. The town soon had a Protestant majority but it still faced an enormous task in cleaning
up morals as one of the first Protestant-controlled societies in France. At this time, proper conduct was
considered as much a public matter as a private matter. Shortly afterwards, in , he re-converted to Roman
Catholicism. He was readily accepted back into that church as a priest. As a result of this, many sermons that
dealt with marriage were also an opportunity to announce the dangers of illicit sex while, at the same time,
offering a relatively positive appraisal of conjugal sex. For instance, Jean Mestrezat declares simply that
marriage is the recommended solution for illicit sexuality, since God hates all impurities, especially paillardise
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[sexual immorality] Indeed, French Reformed Christians "are widely regarded as having particularly high
standards of honesty and integrity". He stated that "Coitus without coexistence is demonic" [60] "demonic", in
Christianity, simply meaning any sphere that does not submit to God. Barth goes on to state that "the physical
sexuality of man should form an integral part of his total humanity as male or female, and that the completion
of the sexual relation should be integrated into the total encounter of man and woman. All right or wrong and
therefore salvation or perdition in this matter depends on whether it is viewed in isolation and abstraction or
within this whole If it is not, if physical sexuality and sex relations have their own right and authority in which
man and woman and their encounter may be controlled and fulfilled, then it is a demonic business. Naturally,
the command of God will always resist any such idea of sovereign physical sexuality. Furthermore, for Barth,
"A wedding is only the regulative confirmation and legitimation of a marriage before and by society. It does
not constitute a marriage. This opens the door to a more holistic understanding of sex. However, a few modern
Swiss Reformed theologians, such as Michel Cornuz, take the teleological view that premarital sex is
permissible if the sexual activities take a form which respects the partner and helps the relationship grow in
intimacy. These theologians hold that it is when a relationship is exploitive that it is sinful. Prior to that, the
cultural norm was that the couple would not engage in sex before marriage. Hence, the modern Reformed
theologians have endeavoured to meet the challenge of applying Christian teaching to this massive cultural
change in Switzerland. For the parish of Saint Andrews, fornication accounted for But this was no
all-powerful Big Brother peering into bedroom windows. The need to discourage illicit sexuality was accepted
by nearly all powers In , the Scottish health minister, Shona Robison noted, "There are deeply-held views on
moral issues and cultural and lifestyle issues The Highlands in general As a consequence of this and because
of lack of a scene for gay people, both straight and gay people are being driven out into these isolated areas to
have [casual] sex.
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