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Colchester Castle A visit to Colchester Castle is better than ever before with interactive displays and star exhibits, like
the Colchester Vase and Fenwick Treasure. Visit the museum to have a go at building a Norman archway, excavating a
Roman doctor's grave or steering a chariot.

It has been suggested that the keep was at one time four storeys high, though for a number of reasons,
including the peaceful region of the castle and the lack of local stone, it is now thought that it had only two or
three. Building stopped in because of a threat of Viking invasion, but the castle was completed by around
Many materials, such as Roman brick and clay taken from the Roman town, were used in the building and
these can easily be seen. Scaffolding pole holes and garderobes can still be seen in the structure. Later history
In , the castle was besieged and eventually captured by King John , following the altercation with rebellious
nobles that eventually led to the Magna Carta. Colchester Castle, rear from NW The castle has had various
uses since it ceased to be a royal castle. It has been a county prison, where in the self-styled Witchfinder
General, Matthew Hopkins interrogated and imprisoned suspected witches. Local legend has it that grass will
not grow on the spot on which they fell. A small obelisk now marks the point. In the Quaker James Parnell
was martyred there. In a Parliament Survey condemned the building and valued the stone at five pounds. After
"great devastations" in which much of the upper structure was demolished using screws and gunpowder, he
gave up when the operation became unprofitable. To begin with, Gray leased out the keep to a local grain
merchant and the east side was leased out to the county as a gaol. In the late s Gray restored parts of the
building, in particular the south font. He created a private park around the ruin and his summer house perched
on the old Norman castle earthworks, in the shape of a Roman temple can still be seen. Charles Gray also
added a library and a study. Twentieth and twenty-first centuries In , the Castle and the associated parkland
were given to the Town. The Castle is now a public museum. Ownership Edit The later inheritance of the
castle and its grounds is illustrated below. Only those greyed out did not at some time own the building.
Though Charles Gray Round died before the area was sold to the corporation of Colchester, his will ensured
that it was held in trust with that eventual purpose.
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Colchester Castle Colchester's Keep is the biggest ever built in the United Kingdom and is the largest that remains in
existence throughout Europe. At x feet it is one and a half times the size of the "White Tower" at the "Tower of London.

It is a Grade I listed building. It has been suggested that the keep was at one time four storeys high, though for
a number of reasons, including the peaceful region of the castle and the lack of local stone, it is now thought
that it had only two or three. Building stopped in because of a threat of Viking invasion, but the castle was
completed by around Many materials, such as Roman brick and clay taken from the Roman town, were used
in the building and these can easily be seen. Scaffolding pole holes and garderobes can still be seen in the
structure. Colchester Castle, rear from north-west The castle has had various uses since it ceased to be a royal
castle. It has been a county prison, where in the self-styled Witchfinder General, Matthew Hopkins
interrogated and imprisoned suspected witches. Local legend has it that grass will not grow on the spot on
which they fell. A small obelisk now marks the point. In the Quaker James Parnell was martyred there.
Custody then passed in to Archibald Hay. In an ironmonger, John Wheely, was licensed to pull it all down presumably to use as building material in the town. After "great devastations" in which much of the upper
structure was demolished using screws and gunpowder, he gave up when the operation became unprofitable.
To begin with, Gray leased out the keep to a local grain merchant and the east side was leased out to the
county as a gaol. In the late s Gray restored parts of the building, in particular the south front. He created a
private park around the ruin and his summer house perched on the old Norman castle earthworks, in the shape
of a Roman temple can still be seen. He also added a library with large windows and a cupola on the
south-east tower, which was completed in A long serving gaoler called John Smith lived on site with his
family. His daughter Mary Ann Smith was born there in and lived her whole life in the castle, becoming the
librarian until her death in A museum of artefacts owned by the borough had been on display at the castle
since , and the roofing over of the keep in the mids allowed for a considerable expansion. Only those greyed
out did not at some time own the building. Though Charles Gray Round died before the area was sold to the
corporation of Colchester, his will ensured that it was held in trust with that eventual purpose.
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Colchester Castle in Colchester, Essex, England,
www.enganchecubano.com is a Grade I listed building.
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It has been suggested that the keep was at one time four storeys high, though for a number of reasons,
including the peaceful region of the castle and the lack of local stone, it is now thought that it had only two or
three. Building stopped in because of a threat of Viking invasion, but the castle was completed by around
Many materials, such as Roman brick and clay taken from the Roman town, were used in the building and
these can easily be seen. Scaffolding pole holes and garderobes can still be seen in the structure. Colchester
Castle, rear from north-west The castle has had various uses since it ceased to be a royal castle. It has been a
county prison, where in the self-styled Witchfinder General, Matthew Hopkins interrogated and imprisoned
suspected witches. Local legend has it that grass will not grow on the spot on which they fell. A small obelisk
now marks the point. In the Quaker James Parnell was martyred there. Custody then passed in to Archibald
Hay. In an ironmonger, John Wheely, was licensed to pull it all down - presumably to use as building material
in the town. After "great devastations" in which much of the upper structure was demolished using screws and
gunpowder, he gave up when the operation became unprofitable. To begin with, Gray leased out the keep to a
local grain merchant and the east side was leased out to the county as a gaol. In the late s Gray restored parts
of the building, in particular the south front. He created a private park around the ruin and his summer house
perched on the old Norman castle earthworks, in the shape of a Roman temple can still be seen. He also added
a library with large windows and a cupola on the south-east tower, which was completed in A long serving
gaoler called John Smith lived on site with his family. His daughter Mary Ann Smith was born there in and
lived her whole life in the castle, becoming the librarian until her death in A museum of artefacts owned by
the borough had been on display at the castle since , and the roofing over of the keep in the mids allowed for a
considerable expansion. Only those greyed out did not at some time own the building. Though Charles Gray
Round died before the area was sold to the corporation of Colchester, his will ensured that it was held in trust
with that eventual purpose.
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About Colchester Castle. Colchester Castle is a beautifully preserved Norman stronghold with a rich history dating back
to Roman times. Built from (some say from ) and completed in around , Colchester Castle was constructed under the
order of King William I for use as a royal fortress.

It is a Grade I listed building. The castle is a rectangular block with projecting towers at each corner, and a
semi-circular recess apse on the eastern side. The battlements at first floor level look like a hasty addition. The
castle was originally three or four storeys high, but the upper floors have been removed. The castle is now
home to the Colchester and Essex Museum. History The castle is built on the foundations of the earlier Roman
temple. The foundations of the old Roman temple have now been uncovered and can be seen on a castle tour.
The castle was ordered by William the Conqueror, and work was completed by around It is believed to have
been built by Gundulph, Bishop of Rochester. In , the castle was held for three months by a French garrison
who had been assisting the English Barons in their struggle with the King. Eventually Colchester Castle was
recaptured by King John. By the 14th century Colchester Castle was used as a prison. The roof of the Great
Hall had collapsed by Colchester Castle was captured by Parliamentarian forces after a siege. Lucas and Lisle
were subsequently executed at the rear of the castle. In the Quaker James Parnell was martyred at the castle.
The upper storeys were pulled down in the 17th century for building materials in the town. In , the castle was
acquired by Charles Gray who restored it and added an Italianate facade and tower. He created a private park
around the castle, and built a summer house on the old Norman castle earthworks. He roofed the castle with
red tiles. In , the castle and the surrounding park were given to the town. The castle was restored in the s after
the local council took over the building and grounds. Extensive stabilisation work was commenced in the s,
and completed in
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5: Castle Park (Colchester) - All You Need to Know BEFORE You Go (with Photos) - TripAdvisor
Colchester Castle During the Mediums (Angela Mitchell) Walk around the Spirit of a man talking in Latin made himself
known in the prison cells, and up in the Chapel area she sensed another Spirit of an older gentleman who had an air of
"Knowledge is Power" attitude.

The Castle was sited on the great stone base of what had been the Roman Temple of Claudius. William was
linking his authority to that of the Roman emperors before him. The keep is the largest surviving example
built by the Normans, measuring 46m by Its ground plan is shared in England only by the White Tower at the
Tower of London which makes Gundulph, Bishop of Rochester the likely designer of both castles. Faced with
a lack of good quality building stone, the Normans used the ruins of Roman Colchester to provide most of the
brick and stone that they needed. The Castle was built in two stages. The first phase keep was only one storey
high as is shown by the battlement which can still be seen clearly on some areas of the outer walls. The second
phase of construction from about was entrusted to Eudo, who served the first three Norman kings as Steward
of Normandy. The walls were raised higher, though how high is still a matter for debate. The traditional view
is that the Castle was a three storey building. However, new evidence and a re-appraisal of the arguments
suggest that the Castle was always roughly at the height it is today. There are important surviving Norman
features still to be seen in the Castle. The entrance doorway, which was originally protected by a
fore-building, has a fine arch which is partly built of Caen stone brought from Normandy. The Great Stair,
rising in the south west corner tower, is the largest winding stone staircase in Britain. The first floor fireplaces
are early examples of their kind and have Y-shaped chimneys that discharge through holes in the walls. The
royal apartments were situated in the east gallery on the first floor, a fact marked by the presence of an
adjoining chapel or crypt, and a toilet! Surrounding the keep was a large bank and ditch, of which only the
north and east sections survive substantially intact. Within this area, called the bailey, only the foundations of
a chapel can still be seen, but there would have been many other buildings such as stables, storehouses and
workshops. On the north side of the keep a lower bailey extended down to the town walls. The Castle was a
royal fortress throughout the Norman period. It only saw serious action once, in , when King John had to
retake it from a French occupying force which was supporting a revolt by the English barons.
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Constructed on the foundations of the Temple of Claudius, built when Colchester was the first Roman capital of Britain,
the Castle Museum today reveals many fascinating layers of history to more Closed Now.

Prehistory[ edit ] The gravel hill upon which Colchester is built was formed in the Middle Pleistocene period,
and was shaped into a terrace between the Anglian glaciation and the Ipswichian glaciation by an ancient
precursor to the River Colne. AD 49 , Camulodunum became a colonia named in a second-century inscription
as Colonia Victricensis. This contained a large and elaborate Temple to the Divine Claudius , [20] the largest
classical-style temple in Britain, as well as at least seven other Romano-British temples. John Morris â€” June
the English historian who specialised in the study of the institutions of the Roman Empire and the history of
Sub-Roman Britain, suggested in his book "The Age of Arthur" that as the descendants of Romanised Britons
looked back to a golden age of peace and prosperity under Rome the name " Camelot " of Arthurian legend
was probably a reference to Camulodunum , the capital of Britannia in Roman times. Archaeological
excavations have shown that public buildings were abandoned, and is very doubtful whether Colchester
survived as a settlement with any urban characteristics after the sixth century. But the ninth-century Historia
Brittonum, attributed to Nennius , mentions the town, which it calls Cair Colun, in a list of the thirty most
important cities in Britain. Medieval and Tudor periods[ edit ] Colchester Castle, completed c. There are
notable medieval ruins in Colchester, including the surviving gateway of the Benedictine abbey of St. John the
Baptist known locally as "St. Botolph known locally as " St. The charter was granted at Dover with the king
about to embark on one of his many journeys away from England. The borough celebrated the th anniversary
of its charter in This allowed the population to recover exceptionally rapidly from the effects of the Black
Death , particularly by immigration into the town. By , however, it ranked twelfth, as measured by its
assessment to a lay subsidy. During this period Colchester was one of the most prosperous wool towns in
England, and was also famed for its oysters. In the reign of "Bloody Mary" Colchester became a centre of
Protestant "heresy" and in consequence at least 19 local people were burned at the stake at the Castle, at first
in front, later within the walls. The town saw the start of the Stour Valley riots of , when the town house of
John Lucas, 1st Baron Lucas of Shenfield was attacked by a large crowd. A pursuing Parliamentary army led
by Thomas Fairfax and Henry Ireton surrounded the town for eleven and a half weeks, a period known as the
Siege of Colchester. It started on 13 June. Daniel Defoe mentions in A tour through England and Wales that
the town lost people [44] to the plague in , "more in proportion than any of its neighbours, or than the city of
London". In , the town was struck by the Colchester earthquake , estimated to have been 4. In the early 20th
century Colchester lobbied to be the seat for a new Church of England diocese for Essex , to be split off from
the existing Diocese of Rochester. The bid was unsuccessful, with county town Chelmsford forming the seat
of the new diocese. Occasionally bombed by stray single German aircraft in and , in more serious attempts to
hit its industries were made by the Luftwaffe. The total wartime bombing death toll in the borough was The
University of Essex was established on the outskirts of the town at Wivenhoe Park in Colchester and the
surrounding area is currently undergoing significant regeneration, [46] including controversial greenfield
residential development in Mile End and Braiswick. Its easterly position within the British Isles makes
Colchester less prone to Atlantic depressions and weather fronts but more prone to droughts. Any rainfall that
does come from Atlantic weather systems is usually light, but a few heavy showers and thunderstorms can
take place during the summer. Snow falls on average 13 days a year during winter and early spring. Climate
data for Colchester.
7: English Castles - Colchester Castle
Situated in Colchester, this hotel is within a minute walk of Jumbo Water Tower, Colchester Town Hall, and Colchester
Castle Museum. Colchester Castle Park and Tymperleys Clock Museum are also within 15 minutes.
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8: Colchester Castle Museum - All You Need to Know BEFORE You Go (with Photos) - TripAdvisor
Colchester's distinctive heritage is nowhere more apparent than in Castle Park. A site of national importance, this
Victorian Park contains evidence of years of history and is a landscape moulded by the people of Colchester over many
eras.

9: Colchester Castle: Facts and Information - Primary Facts
CASTLE has been serving the Colchester, CT community since CASTLE is a leading provider of before and after school
care and education for children in grades K We also provide a full summer program as well as a NAEYC Accredited
preschool.
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