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1: A concise history of Malta
Malta consists of a minuscule central Mediterranean archipelago whose geographical isolation made possible the
development of peculiar characteristics stating from prehistoric times. At the same time cultural influences from
neighbouring southern European and North African states continued to be.

Some features of this site may not work without it. A concise history of Malta Cassar, Carmel Date: In concise
history of a country one is compelled to compress thousands of years of a highly complex history into a brief
volume. It is an attempt which wiIl, in all probability, provoke disapproval from most specialists, who see
their own particular patches of historical interest constrained, misrepresented, perhaps distorted, or even
ignored altogether. Yet a brief history on such a large topic can make no attempt at comprehensiveness and
can at best hope to provide guidance into the main traits of the rich historical past of the country in question in this case, Malta. Malta consists of a miniscule central Mediterranean archipelago whose geographical
isolation made possible the development of peculiar characteristics which started from prehistoric times. The
same cultural influences from neighbouring southern European and North African states continued to be
integrated into the socio-cultural fabric of Malta. This may be particularly said of Italy of the pre-unification
days, and more specifically of nearby Sicily. Chapter one is intended mainly to provide the general
geographical and historical backgrounds that are so fundamental in a proper understanding of the
socio-cultural traits of Malta. Chapter two is a cursory general overview of the history of the country from
prehistoric times to the Middle Ages. The next chapter discusses the main issues and impact of the Order of St
John. Finally chapters four, five and six discuss the development of Maltese political aspirations, in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and raise arguments about the difficulties encountered when trying to
integrate an island with a varied cultural background into the British imperial set-up. The epilogue comes right
down to the present and attempts to give a feeling of the moral and political crisis Malta is facing at the dawn
of the twenty-first century. This makes any conclusion risky beyond need, and may, at times, sound rather
pessimistic. This book discussing such a wide period relies heavily on researches undertaken by others. It was,
above all, my concern to represent a synthesis of existing knowledge - based, as it is, on quite conflicting
views - and to develop a coherent overall account. While conscious of gaps and inadequacies it is hoped that
this book may stimulate the reader for subsequent more detailed exploration of particular aspects discussed
here. It may also help the general reader to locate the existing knowledge and interests on Malta within a broad
Mediterranean framework. I am grateful to coIleagues and friends who have read and commented on parts of
the manuscript. I would in particular like to thank Paul Sant-Cassia and Dominic Cutajar for their painstaking
efforts to improve the text. They have been constant friends over many years. I also wish to thank Evan
Cumbo who first set me the challenge to write this book. The choice of appropriate illustrations was a difficult
task and raised many problems of selection, interpretation and omission. Readers may notice that the publisher
and myself have tried to keep illustrations to a minimum and have generally preferred the representation of
broad themes. My grandfathers, to whom this book is dedicated, each has in his own very special way,
nurtured in me a love for history. I will always remember my childhood weekly visits to heritage sites with my
patemal grandfather, a master-baker proud of his trade, and madly in love with all that makes us Maltese. On
the other hand, the vivid descriptions which my matemal grandfather used to give me of his travels around the
world - as soldier, sailor and emigrant - during the first decades of the twentieth century, wiIl forever remain
indelibile. I can never thank them enough.
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Comment: Paperback The item is fairly worn but still readable. Signs of wear include aesthetic issues such as scratches,
worn covers, damaged binding. The item may have identifying markings on it or show other signs of previous use.

Subjects Description A Concise History of the Middle East provides a comprehensive introduction to the
history of this turbulent region. The twelfth edition has been fully revised to reflect the most recent events in,
and concerns of, the region, including the presence of ISIS and other non-state actors, the civil wars in Syria
and Yemen, and the refugee crisis. New parts and part timelines will help students grasp and contextualize the
long and complicated history of the region. With updated biographical sketches and glossary, and a new
concluding chapter, this book remains the quintessential text for students of Middle East history. Reviews
"Arthur Goldschmidt Jr. Table of Contents Part I: The Middle East Before Muhammad 3. Muhammad and the
Rise of Islam 4. The Early Arab Conquests 5. The Turkic Empires from the Seljuks to Ottomans 6. The
Crusader and Mongol Invasions 8. European Incursions and the Nationalist Reaction European Interests and
Imperialism Westernizing Reform in the Nineteenth Century World War I and Its Aftermath The Roots of
Arab Bitterness Modernizing Rulers in the Independent States The Arab-Israeli Conflict The Contest for
Palestine The Islamist Resurgence Reassertion of Islamist Power The Gulf War and the Peace Process The
Arab Spring and its Aftermath In the Season of Arab Discontent He is the author of Modern Egypt:
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Product Description. Malta consists of a minuscule central Mediterranean archipelago whose geographical isolation
made possible the development of peculiar characteristics starting from prehistoric times.

Punic-Roman rule[ edit ] Melite was located on a strategically important plateau on high ground in the
northern part of Malta. The site had been inhabited since prehistory, and by the Bronze Age it was a place of
refuge since it was naturally defensible. The island was subsequently integrated into the Roman province of
Sicilia , and Maleth became known as Melite. The city was regarded as a haven, far from the politics of Rome.
Its inhabitants were regarded as socii and not as conquered people, so they retained their laws and had the
right to mint their own coins. Although the Latin language and Roman religion were introduced, Punic culture
and language survived in Malta until at least the 1st century AD. Eventually, Melite was given the status of
municipium , being granted the same rights as other Roman cities. It was surrounded by thick walls and a
ditch, with a number of cemeteries located outside the walls. The temple had a tetrastyle portico , and a wall
forming part of its podium still exists beneath present-day Villegaignon Street. Only a fragment of a marble
column and parts of a Punic cornice remain from this temple, but its existence is known from the Chrestion
inscription, an inscription discovered in recording that the temple was renovated during the reign of Augustus.
Melite remained the administrative centre of the island, but little is known about Byzantine period in the city.
They might have built a retrenchment which reduced Melite to the size of present-day Mdina, one third of the
size of the Punic-Roman city. The retrenchment was probably built in around the 8th century to counter the
increasing Muslim threat , although it might have been built later on in around the 11th century by the Arabs.
Regardless when the retrenchment was built, the new walls were most likely built out of stones taken from
demolished buildings of the ancient city. The duration of the siege is not known, but it must have lasted for a
couple of weeks or possibly some months. After some time, Melite fell to the invaders, and the inhabitants
were massacred, the city was destroyed and its churches were looted. John established their seat in Birgu. It
was extensively rebuilt over the centuries, with the last major building project occurring in s, when its
fortifications were upgraded and many public buildings were built. From the late 17th to the 19th centuries,
some marble columns and other remains from the temples of Apollo [17] and Proserpina, [18] and other
buildings from Melite, were taken and sculpted into decorative elements for various houses and churches,
including St. An Islamic cemetery was established on its ruins in the 11th century, and the site was discovered
accidentally in Subsequent excavations revealed the foundations of the house, including well-preserved
mosaics and statues. Rita Street and the Church of St. These include a wall around Greeks Gate , and some
stones which were discovered in excavations at Inguanez Street and the Xara Palace. These were originally
located just outside the walls of Melite.
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John out of Rhodes. They dispersed to their commanderies in Europe. Wanting to protect Rome from invasion
from the south, in , Charles V handed over the island to these knights. For the next years, these famous
"Knights of Malta" made the island their domain and made the Italian language official. They built towns,
palaces, churches, gardens and fortifications and embellished the island with numerous works of art and
enhanced cultural heritage. The order of the Knights of St. John was originally established to set up outposts
along the route to the Holy Land, to assist pilgrims going in either direction. Owing to the many
confrontations that took place, one of their main tasks was to provide medical assistance, and even today the
eight-pointed cross is still in wide use in ambulances and first aid organisations. In return for the many lives
they saved, the Order received many newly conquered territories that had to be defended. Together with the
need to defend the pilgrims in their care, this gave rise to the strong military wing of the knights. Over time,
the Order became strong and rich. From hospitallers first and military second, these priorities reversed. Since
much of the territory they covered was around the Mediterranean region, they became notable seamen. From
Malta the knights resumed their seaborne attacks of Ottoman shipping, and before long the Sultan Suleyman
the Magnificent ordered a final attack on the Order. By this time the Knights had occupied the city of Birgu ,
which had excellent harbours to house their fleet. Birgu was one of the two major urban places at that time, the
other most urban place being Mdina the old capital city of Malta. The defences around Birgu were enhanced
and new fortifications built on the other point where now there is Senglea. A small fort was built at the tip of
the peninsula where the city of Valletta now stands and was named Fort Saint Elmo. Great Siege of Malta
Capture of St. By the time the Ottoman fleet arrived the Knights were as ready as they could be. First, the
Ottomans attacked the newly built fort of St. Elmo and after a whole month of fighting the fort was in rubble
and the soldiers kept fighting until the Turks ended their lives. After this they started attacking Birgu and the
fortifications at Senglea but to no gain. After a protracted siege ended on 8 September of the same year, which
became known in history as the Great Siege , the Ottoman Empire conceded defeat as the approaching winter
storms threatened to prevent them from leaving. The Ottoman Empire had expected an easy victory within
weeks. Their loss of thousands of men was very demoralising. The Ottomans made no further significant
military advances in Europe and the Sultan died a few years later. After the siege[ edit ] Memorial for Jean
Parisot de Valette in Valletta The year after, the Order started work on a new city with fortifications like no
other, on the Sciberras Peninsula which the Ottomans had used as a base during the siege. Since the Ottoman
Empire never attacked again, the fortifications were never put to the test, and today remain one of the
best-preserved fortifications of this period. Unlike other rulers of the island, the Order of St. John did not have
a "home country" outside the island. The island became their home, so they invested in it more heavily than
any other power. Besides, its members came from noble families, and had amassed considerable fortunes due
to their services in the route to the Holy Land. In the last three decades of the seventeenth century, the Order
experienced a steady decline. This was a result of a number of factors, including the bankruptcy that was a
result of some lavish rule of the last Grand Masters, which drained the finances of the Order. Due to this, the
Order also became unpopular with the Maltese. Indeed, in , a revolt known as the Rising of the Priests
occurred while sustained by the Kingdom of Sicily , that wanted to regain full control of the Maltese islands.
Rebels managed to capture Fort St Elmo and Saint James Cavalier , but the revolt was suppressed and some of
the leaders were executed while others were imprisoned or exiled. Napoleon asked for safe harbour to
resupply his ships, and when they refused to supply him with water, Napoleon Bonaparte sent a division to
scale the hills of Valletta. Grand Master Hompesch capitulated on 11 June. The following day a treaty was
signed by which the order handed over sovereignty of the island of Malta to the French Republic. In return the
French Republic agreed to "employ all its credit at the congress of Rastatt to procure a principality for the
Grand Master, equivalent to the one he gives up". On the judicial level, a family code was framed and twelve
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judges were nominated. Public education was organised along principles laid down by Bonaparte himself,
providing for primary and secondary education. Since the Order had also been growing unpopular with the
local Maltese, the latter initially viewed the French with optimism. This illusion did not last long. Within
months the French were closing convents and seizing church treasures, most notably the sword of Jean de
Valette which is to date still exhibited in the Louvre , in Paris. After several failed attempts by the locals to
retake Valletta, the British were asked for their assistance. Rear Admiral Lord Horatio Nelson decided on a
total blockade in The French garrison surrendered in Malta in the British Empire â€” [ edit ] British Malta in
the 19th and early 20th centuries[ edit ] The British coat of arms on the Main Guard building in Valletta.
Personification of Melita on a one-pound colonial-era stamp, In , Malta voluntarily became part of the British
Empire as a protectorate. Under the terms of the Treaty of Amiens , Britain was supposed to evacuate the
island, but failed to keep this obligation â€” one of several mutual cases of non-adherence to the treaty, which
eventually led to its collapse and the resumption of war between Britain and France. Although initially the
island was not given much importance, its excellent harbours became a prized asset for the British, especially
after the opening of the Suez Canal in The island became a military and naval fortress, the headquarters of the
British Mediterranean fleet. Home rule was refused to the Maltese until although a partly elected legislative
council was created as early as the first Council of Government under British rule had been held in , and the
locals sometimes suffered considerable poverty. Throughout the 19th century, the British administration
instituted several liberal constitutional reforms [45] which were generally resisted by the Church and the
Maltese elite who preferred to cling to their feudal privileges. In Malta was granted the Bathurst Constitution;
in it was declared free of the plague , while the Congress of Vienna reaffirmed the British rule under the
Treaty of Paris. The year saw the revocation of the right of sanctuary, following the Vatican Church-State
proclamation. Three years later, the See of Malta was made independent of the See of Palermo. In , press
censorship was abolished, and the construction of St. Following the Carnival riots, in a Council of
Government with elected members under British rule was set up. In a referendum was held on ecclesiastics
serving on Council of Government, and in an Executive Council under British rule was created; in , the
Council of Government was entrusted with "dual control" under British rule. A backlash came in , with the
Return to the form of Council of Government under British rule. The last quarter of the century saw technical
and financial progress in line with the Belle Epoque: Finally, in , Dun Karm Psaila wrote his first poem in
Maltese. Between and , during World War I , Malta became known as the Nurse of the Mediterranean due to
the large number of wounded soldiers who were accommodated in Malta. Italian irredentism in Malta In , the
Sette Giugno 7 June riots over the excessive price of bread led to greater autonomy for the locals during the s.
After Filippo Sciberras had convened a National Assembly, in self-government was granted under British rule.
Malta obtained a bicameral parliament with a Senate later abolished in and an elected Legislative Assembly.
Joseph Howard was named Prime Minister. The s saw a period of instability in the relations between the
Maltese political elite, the Maltese Catholic church, and the British rulers; the Constitution was suspended
twice. Before the arrival of the British, the official language since and the one of the handful of educated elite
had been Italian, but this was downgraded by the increased use of English. In Maltese was declared an official
language, which brought the number up to three. Being a British colony, situated close to Sicily and the Axis
shipping lanes, Malta was bombarded by the Italian and German air forces. Malta was used by the British to
launch attacks on the Italian navy and had a submarine base. It was also used as a listening post, reading
German radio messages including Enigma traffic. Italian fighter pilot Francisco Cavalera observed, "Malta
was really a big problem for usâ€”very well-defended. In January , the German X. Fliegerkorps arrived in
Sicily as the Afrika Korps arrived in Libya. Over the next four months people were killed and seriously
wounded.
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In concise history of a country one is compelled to compress thousands of years of a highly complex history into a brief
volume. It is an attempt which wiIl, in all probability, provoke disapproval from most specialists, who see their own
particular patches of historical interest constrained, misrepresented, perhaps distorted, or even ignored altogether.

They founded the religion now known as Judaism He questioned the faith of his father, believed that the entire
universe was the work of a single Creator and he began to teach this belief to others. Abram received an offer
from G-d that indicated that his leaving home would make him a great nation and bless him. Abram was
subjected to ten tests of faith to prove his worthiness for this covenant. Leaving his home is one of these trials.
According to tradition, Hagar was a daughter of Pharaoh given to Abram during his travels in Egypt. She bore
Abram a son Ishmael who according to both Muslim and Jewish tradition, is the ancestor of the Arabs. Isaac
was the ancestor of the Jewish people. Thus, the conflict between Arabs and Jews can be seen as a form of
sibling rivalry! Isaac married Rivka who bore him fraternal twin sons: Esau sold his birthright of spiritual
leadership to Jacob for a bowl of lentil stew. When Isaac was growing old, Rebecca tricked him into giving
Jacob a blessing meant for Esau. Esau was angry about this and about the birthright so Jacob fled and met his
beloved Rachel. Between these four women, Jacob fathered 12 sons and one daughter. Jacob returned to his
homeland and sought reconciliation with his brother Esau. He blessed Jacob and gave him the name "Israel"
Yisrael , meaning "the one who wrestled with G-d" or "the Champion of G-d. The next day, Jacob met Esau
and was welcomed by him. Son Joseph is the father of two tribes: As centuries passed the descendants of
Israel became slaves in Egypt and suffered greatly under the hand of later Pharaohs. G-d revealed the Torah to
his people, both a written and Oral Torah which later was codified and written as the Talmud. Modern
scholars suggest the messianic concept was introduced later in the history of Judaism during the age of the
prophets. Traditional Judaism maintains that the messianic idea has always been a part of Judaism. However,
the Torah contains several references to "the End of Days" acharit ha-yamim , which is the time of the
mashiach; thus, the concept of mashiach was known in the most ancient times. The New Testament reveals
that John anticipated a messianic figure who would be greater than himself, [24] and Jesus was the one whose
coming John foretold. John is also identified with the prophet Elijah. Simon healed a man who had been
crippled from birth, with but the words, "Silver and gold I do not have, but what I have I give to you. In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk. Following imprisoned several times in Jerusalem because of his faith
was being followed Peter left and is believed to have ministered in Babylon to the Jewish colonists and he
wrote his first epistle 1 Peter. According to Church tradition, the Roman Emperor Nero publicly announcing
himself the chief enemy of God and was led in his fury to slaughter the Apostles. Because of this persecution,
Peter was crucified upside down while in Rome. It ultimately resulting in the recapture of Jerusalem in The
Medieval Inquisition was established in response to large popular movements throughout Europe considered
apostate or heretical to Christianity , in particular Catharism and Waldensians in southern France and northern
Italy. These were the first inquisition movements of many that would follow. Edward finally reached England
in the summer of and was crowned King of England on August 19, Gregory called for a new crusade at the
Council of Lyons in but nothing came of this. Meanwhile, new fissures arose within the Christian states when
Charles of Anjou took advantage of a dispute between Hugh III , the Knights Templar and the Venetians in
order to bring the remaining Christian state under his control. The term "Lollard" refers to the followers of
John Wycliffe , [1] a prominent theologian who was dismissed from the University of Oxford in for criticism
of the Church and especially in his doctrine on the Eucharist. Assets confiscated were used for the
Reconquista which finally expelled Muslims from these years of dominance. Hitler did the same so what goes
around comes around. It became the most substantive of the three different manifestations of the wider
Christian Inquisition alonmay have g with the Roman Inquisition and Portuguese Inquisition. Conflict origins
and participant goals were complex. Originally it was fought as a religious war between Protestants and
Catholics of the Holy Roman Empire. Disputes over internal politics and the balance of power within the
Empire also played a significant role. The war to some extent ended the brutality caused competition Christian
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religions sects. In Fort-Caroline Massacre is one of many. Famine and disease significantly decreased the
population of the German state Bohemia , the Low Countries and Italy; most of the combatant powers were
bankrupted. This encouraged a form of lawlessness that imposed severe hardship on inhabitants of the
occupied territory. Hamilton was the Dick Chaney of his day. White Christians in the south, however, did not
view slavery as a sin. Rather, their leaders were able to quote many Biblical passages in support of slavery.
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