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1: African-American GIs of WWII: Fighting for democracy abroad and at home
IX. CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE WEST TO AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 1. Political thought in the period of the French
Revolution tended to treat democracy as an absolute system applicable to all times and to all peoples, a system that
was to be created by the act of the people themselves on philosophical principles.

Alexis de Tocqueville reflected more deeply on the inherent weaknesses of democracy, stripped of religion,
than anybody. His thesis went something like this: The premises of secular materialism do not sustain
democracy, but undermine it, while the premises of Judaism and Christianity include and by inductive
experience lead to democracy, uplift it, carry it over its inherent weaknesses, and sustain it. Alexis de
Tocqueville Recently the newspapers have burst with stories: Judges stripping the Ten Commandments from
court-room walls and forbidding students in schools from pledging allegiance to our flag, and the republic for
which it stands, "one nation, indivisible, under God. Alexis de Tocqueville reflected more deeply on the
inherent weaknesses of democracy, stripped of religion, than anybody at the ACLU today. Tocqueville began
with a shocker: That the first political institution of American democracy is religion. By its own inherent
tendencies, democracy tends to lower tastes and passions, to devolve into materialistic preoccupations, and to
undercut its own principles by a morally indifferent relativism. Further, democracy left to itself tends to
surrender liberty to the passion for security and equality, and thus to end in a new soft despotism, tied down
with a thousand silken threads by a benign authority. Before the revolution of morals brought on by Judaism
and Christianity, pagan philosophy held that most men are by nature slaves, and that "the strong do what they
can, and the weak do what they must. In short, Christianity made the liberty of every individual before God
the bright red thread of history, and its interpretive key. Underlying the chances of democracy, then, is its faith
in the immortality of the human soul, which is the foundation of the concept of human rights and universal
dignity. Lose this faith, and humans become harder and harder to distinguish from the other animals, and
human rights become ever more difficult to define, defend, and uphold. He sometimes seems to be arguing
that his principles are antithetical to Christianity, and sometimes that they are consistent with a high and
faithful reading of Christianity. His followers tend to be divided as to which side of this equivocation they
support. First, Judaism and Christianity correct and strengthen morals and manners. While the laws of a free
society allow a person to do almost anything, there are many things which religion prevents him from
imagining or doing. Second, fixed ideas about God and human nature are indispensable in the conduct of daily
life, but daily life prevents most men from having time to work out these fixed ideas, and Christianity and
Judaism present the findings of reason, tested in generations of experience, in forms that are clear, precise,
intelligible to the crowd, and very durable. Moral clarity is a great gain in times of crisis. Third, whereas
democracy induces a taste for physical pleasures and tends to lower tastes, and thus weakens most people in
their commitment to the high and difficult principles on which democratic life depends, religion of the Jewish
and Christian type constantly point to that danger and demand that humans draw back, and attend to the
fundamental things. Belief in immortality prods men to aspire upwards, and to aim for further moral progress
along the line of their own dignity and self-government. Fourth, faith adds to a morality of mere reason,
whether of duty or utilitarian advantage, an acute sense of acting in the presence of a personal and
undeceivable Judge, Who sees and knows even acts performed in secret. Thus faith adds to reason motives for
doing things perfectly even when no one is looking; it gives reasons for painting the bottom of a chair, and in
general for doing things as perfectly as possible. In this way, faith gives morals a personal dimension. Fifth, in
a democracy such as the United States, Tocqueville observes, religion does not direct the writing of laws or
the formation of public opinion in detail, it does direct mores and shape the life of the home. Politically
incorrect as his views may appear in a feminist and relativist age, Tocqueville lays great stress on the
tumultuous passions that disrupt home life in Europe, and thus render populations unfit for self-government in
democracies and more prone to authoritarian forms, in comparison with the high honor paid the marriage bond
and the greater severity of domestic mores observable in America. This quiet regulation of home life is
another contribution of Jewish and Christian beliefs to the sustainability of American democracy. For these
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eight reasons, then these three fundamental premises: That is, religion of the Jewish and Christian type, as
described. For not all world religions establish the premises of personal dignity, universal equality, and the
centrality of individual liberty. Nor do all add to reason the precise advantages classically delivered by
Judaism and Christianity. Those that do, or come closest, also bring to democracy certain contributions to its
own stability and progress. In an especially beautiful passage Tocqueville summarizes his view as follows: I
have already said enough to put Anglo-American civilization in its true light. It is the product of two perfectly
distinct elements which elsewhere have often been at war with one another but which in America it was
somehow possible to incorporate into each other, forming a marvelous combination. I mean the spirit of
religion and the spirit of freedom. Far from harming each other, these two apparently opposed tendencies work
in harmony and seem to lend mutual support. Freedom sees religion as the companion of its struggles and
triumphs, the cradle of its infancy, and the divine source of its rights. Religion is considered as the guardian of
mores, and mores are regarded as the guarantee of the laws and pledge for the maintenance of freedom itself.
This article is reprinted with permission from National Review. To subscribe to the National Review write P.
Box , Mount Morris, Ill or phone
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2: Alexis de Tocqueville | French historian and political writer | www.enganchecubano.com
The Greeks contributed to democracy primarily through being the foundation of Western Civilization democracy. It all
started in Greece and mainly in the city of Athens. Cleisthenes, who was a.

Fighting for democracy abroad and at home By: They watched hundreds of hours of film and discovered less
than 10 minutes of footage. This despite the fact that among the 16 million U. Some of the African American
troops manning an anti-aircraft gun on an airfield under construction, somewhere in England, April 12, Left
to right are: Black soldiers were also part of the U. Army of occupation in Germany after the war. Still serving
in strictly segregated units, they were sent to democratize the Germans and expunge all forms of racism. It was
that experience that convinced many of these veterans to continue their struggle for equality when they
returned home to the U. They were to become the foot soldiers of the civil rights movement â€” a movement
that changed the face of our nation and inspired millions of repressed people across the globe. Be the first to
hear about breaking news, as it happens. Thanks for signing up. By giving us your email, you are opting in to
our Newsletter: As a scholar of German history and of the more than year U. They were willing to fight for
democracy abroad, while being denied democratic rights at home in the U. Fighting racism at home and
abroad By deploying troops abroad as warriors for and emissaries of American democracy, the military
literally exported the African-American freedom struggle. Army Flying School in Tuskegee, Ala. AP Photo
The military brass, disproportionately dominated by white Southern officers, refused. They argued that such a
step would undermine military efficiency and negatively impact the morale of white soldiers. In an integrated
military, black officers or NCOs might also end up commanding white troops. Such a challenge to the Jim
Crow racial order based on white supremacy was seen as unacceptable. African-Americans were allowed to
train as pilots in the segregated Tuskeegee Airmen. The 92nd Buffalo Soldiers and 93rd Blue Helmets
all-black divisions were activated and sent abroad under the command of white officers. Despite these
concessions, 90 percent of black troops were forced to serve in labor and supply units, rather than the more
prestigious combat units. Except for a few short weeks during the Battle of the Bulge in the winter of when
commanders were desperate for manpower, all U. Even the blood banks were segregated. But for the black
soldiers, it was their first experience of a society without a formal Jim Crow color line. African-American
cultural expressions such as jazz, defamed and banned by the Nazis, were another reason so many Germans
were drawn to their black liberators. White America was stunned to see how much black GIs enjoyed their
time abroad, and how much they dreaded their return home to the U. Black Chaplin shown wearing campaign
hat talking to colored troops. On way to fighting zone on August 3, They joined the NAACP in record
numbers and founded new chapters of that organization in the South, despite a wave of violence against
returning veterans. The veterans of World War II and the Korean War became the foot soldiers of the civil
rights movement in the s and s. Medgar Evers, Amzie Moore, Hosea Williams and Aaron Henry are some of
the better-known names, but countless others helped advance the struggle. They were also the men of the hour
at the March on Washington, when their military training and expertise was crucial to ensure that the day
would not be marred by agitators opposed to civil rights. For these veterans, the and inaugurations of President
Barack Obama were triumphant moments in their long struggle for a better America and a more just world.
Many never thought they would live to see the day that an African-American would lead their country. This
article was originally published on The Conversation. Read the original article here:
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Best Answer: Romans and Greeks contributions to American government?How have the Greek and Roman civilizations
influenced the US The Greek and Roman civilizations influenced us today in many ways. There way of doing things
years ago is now a structure on how we do things now.

Continue reading for more on each of these contributions by ancient Greece. Democracy According to
Merriam-Webster, a democracy is a government by the people "in which the supreme power is vested in the
people and exercised by them directly or indirectly through a system of representation usually involving
periodically held free elections. Athens started out with a monarchy and then advanced to an oligarchy until it
finally reached a democracy. The democratic government consisted of 6, assembly members, all of whom
were adult male citizens. The assembly voted on issues throughout Athens. In order for a law to pass, the
number of votes needed to be a majority. But in order to banish or exile someone, all 6, votes were needed.
Today, at least in the United States, we use a democratic system. But instead of a direct democracy, we have a
representative democracy in which the citizens democratically vote on who should make the decisions in the
country. The Alphabet Derived from the earlier Phoenician alphabet, the greek alphabet was the first alphabet
in the western sense of the word, featuring distinct letters for vowels and consonants. It was developed after
the Dark Ages and consisted of 24 letters, ordered from alpha to omega. Believe it or not, the word "alphabet"
originates from the first 2 letters of the Greek alphabet: Today many letters of our modern alphabet originate
from the Greek alphabet, including letters such as A, B, E, and O. The Greek originally had a single form of
each letter, but created upper case and lower case versions of the letters later. Artistic rendering of the Library
of Alexandria, based on some archaeological evidence. Von Corven Source 3. The Library The first library in
the world, the library of Alexandria, was actually built in Egypt. The Macedonians started spreading the Greek
way of life to all of the conquered lands, including Egypt. Ptolemy ordered the construction of a library which
would contain over , scrolls of work. There was also a rule that all ships passing through the Alexandrian
harbor had to declare if they had any works of science or philosophy. If they did, the work was copied and
placed in the library, and the original copy would be returned to the captain. Because of this accumulation of
knowledge, many great discoveries took place in the library. For example, Eratosthenes calculated the
circumference of the earth and drew up plans for steam power. Today we have many libraries all over the
world with billions of works of literature, but the first library in the world was the library of Alexandria. The
participants were the city-states of Ancient Greece and its colonies. The Olympic Games were held every four
years in honor of Zeus, the king god. The prizes for winning were fame and glory. Today we still celebrate the
Olympic Games and continue some of the old traditions, such as the olive leaf crowns, the lighting of the
flame, and the opening and closing celebrations. Greece also held other games such as the Ptythian Games,
which were held in honor of Apollo, the sun god, and the Isthmian Games, which were held in honor of
Poseidon, the sea god. Coubertin, seeing an opportunity to bring the world together through sport, revived the
Olympics by founding the International Olympic Committee IOC on June 23, , and the modern Olympic
Games were born. The first games put on by the IOC were held in Athens during the summer of The Summer
Olympics brought together 14 nations and athletes who competed in 43 events. What Is the Meaning of the
Olympic Rings? The symbol of the rings, which are interlocked and colored yellow, black, green and red with
a white background, were designed by Baron Pierre de Coubertin in The colors of the rings along with the
white background were intended to represent the five participating continents: Africa, Asia, America, Oceania
and Europe. They also composed the colors of the flags of all the participating countries at the time. Upon
releasing the design, Coubertin said: The blue and yellow of Sweden, the blue and white of Greece, the
tricolor flags of France, England, the United States, Germany, Belgium, Italy and Hungary, and the yellow and
red of Spain are included, as are the innovative flags of Brazil and Australia, and those of ancient Japan and
modern China. This, truly, is an international emblem. Another common symbol of the Olympic Games is the
flame. The tradition of the torch relay and lighting of the Olympic flame to start the games began with the
Berlin Games in The flame symbolizes beginning of the Olympic Games. The idea came from ancient
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Greece, where a sacred fire was kept burning throughout the celebration of the ancient Olympics on the altar
of the sanctuary of Hestia. Science and Mathematics Along with being the birthplace of many great
mathematicians, Greece was also the mother country of many famous scientists. Eratosthenes This
mathematician was the first to calculate the circumference of the Earth. He did this by comparing the altitudes
of the mid-day sun at two different locations. Aristarchus This astronomer and mathematician was the first to
create a model with a sun at the center of the known universe with the Earth revolving around it. He also
placed the planets of the solar system around the sun in the right order, and thought stars to be other bodies
like the sun. Nicolaus Copernicus attributed the heliocentric theory to Aristarchus. Archimedes Archimedes is
generally considered the greatest mathematician of antiquity and of all time. He anticipated modern calculus,
geometrical theorems, and learned to calculate the area geometric shapes, including the circle and sphere.
Some of Archimedes other achievements include coming up with an accurate approximation of pi and
designing effective levers and pulleys. One of his famous quotes was, "Give me a lever long enough and I will
move the Earth! He developed the first models depicting the movement of the sun and the moon, and may
have been the first to predict solar eclipses. The Parthenon in Athens Source 6. Architecture One of the most
common examples of Greek architecture in the modern world is the column or pillar. The most famous
example of Greek architecture is the Parthenon, a grand building with pillars located in Athens. Today, pillars
are used in many public buildings such as churches and libraries. There are also pillars in many buildings in
Washington D. What Inspired Greek Architecture? The ancient Greeks being an extremely religious people,
many of the architectural structures erected in Greece were designed with the gods in mind. The Parthenon
and the Erechtheum are two examples of great and thoroughly Greek structures. Some characteristics of Greek
design are precision, adornment, largess and synergy. Each aspect and characteristic of Greek architecture was
designed to compliment and relate to one another. Because each Greek structure was inspired by the story and
unique abilities of a specific god, there is irony in the fact that most buildings that mimic Greek style in the
modern world are secular, government centers. An order of architecture is any of several styles of classical
architecture defined by the particular type of column of entablature they use as a basic unit. The three orders
of classical Greek architecture are Doric, Ionic and Corinthian. Click thumbnail to view full-size Doric Order
Source Corinthian Order Source Doric Order Originating on the mainland and western Greece, the Doric order
is the simplest of the orders and is characterized by short, faceted columns with unembellished, round capitals
tops and no base. The columns are the smallest of the orders and are channelled with 20 flutes. Ionic Order
Originating in eastern Greece, the ionic order is characterized by long and slender fluted pillars with a large
base and two opposing scrolls built into the capital. The scrolls are often engraved with an egg-and-dart motif,
and the pillars feature four more flutes than doric columns. Corinthian Order Considered the most elegant of
the three orders, the Corinthian order features ornate fluted columns and capitals studded with two rows of
acanthus leaves and four scrolls. The shaft of the Corinthian column has 24 flutes. The oldest known building
designed in the Corinthian order is the Choragic Monument of Lysicrates in Athens, which was constructed
from to BCE. Mythology Many of us still read Greek myths today. Others read Greek myths without knowing
it, the godly characters being replaced by humans. Some of the most famous myths include the tales of
Peruses, Theseus, and, of course, Heracles. Greek mythology has pervaded nearly every form of popular
culture imaginable. Many Greek myths have been adapted into modern novels, movies, TV shows, video
games and even brands. Some well-known instances of Greek mythology in pop culture are: The Lighthouse
Like the first library, the first lighthouse in the world was located in the Greek-controlled Egyptian kingdom
of Alexandria. The structure was called the Lighthouse of Alexandria, or the Pharos of Alexandria. Taller than
the Statue of Liberty, it was the second tallest structure of its day only the Great Pyramid of Giza was taller
than it. The lighthouse had three layers: A square-shaped base An octagonal mid section A round beacon on
top The lighthouse could be seen by fire at night, and by the smoke of the fire by day. Sadly, the lighthouse
was destroyed by earthquakes, but it set the model for all future lighthouses. Standardized Medicine While
medicine had been practiced in Babylon, China, India and Egypt, the Greeks were the first to create a
standardized system of medicine including medical diagnosis, prognosis, and medical ethics. The manner in
which the medical practice is carried out today, in terms of diagnosis and sometimes of treatment, is very
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similar to that of the ancient Greeks. These ancient advancements in medicine were largely instituted by
Hippocrates, who is often called the "father of medicine. Aside from theories and ethics about how physicians
should practice medicine, Hippocrates also made direct contributions to the application of medicine. He taught
that all ailments had natural causes in a time when people believed that illnesses were punishments from the
gods. Hippocratic Oath A Hippocratic Oath is a historical sworn statement by physicians in which they swear
by the names of a number of healing gods to uphold specific ethical standards. These include principles such
as medical confidentiality and non-maleficence. Below is a excerpt from the full text of the Hippocratic Oath ,
which remains a rite of passage for some medical graduates. Neither will I administer a poison to anybody
when asked to do so, nor will I suggest such a course. Similarly I will not give to a woman a pessary to cause
abortion. But I will keep pure and holy both my life and my art. I will not use the knife, not even, verily, on
sufferers from stone, but I will give place to such as are craftsmen therein.
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4: Democracy In America by Alexis de Tocqueville
"The Significance of the Frontier in American History" is a seminal essay by the American historian Frederick Jackson
Turner which advanced the so-called Frontier Thesis of American history. It was incorporated into Turner's book, The
Frontier in American History, as Chapter I. â€” Excerpted from The Significance of the Frontier in.

Materialism Situation of women[ edit ] Tocqueville was one of the first social critics to examine the situation
of U. Consistent with this limited view of the potential of women to act as equals to men, as well as his
apparently missing on his travels seeing the nurturing roles that many men in the United States played,
particularly in the Delaware Valley region of cultures where there was a lot of influence by Society of Friends
as well as a tradition of male and female equality, Tocqueville considered the separate spheres of women and
men a positive development, stating: Tocqueville seeks to apply the functional aspects of democracy in the
United States to what he sees as the failings of democracy in his native France. These include his belief that
democracy has a tendency to degenerate into " soft despotism " as well as the risk of developing a tyranny of
the majority. He observes that the strong role religion played in the United States was due to its separation
from the government, a separation all parties found agreeable. He contrasts this to France where there was
what he perceived to be an unhealthy antagonism between democrats and the religious, which he relates to the
connection between church and state. Tocqueville also outlines the possible excesses of passion for equality
among men, foreshadowing the totalitarian states of the twentieth century. Insightful analysis of political
society was supplemented in the second volume by description of civil society as a sphere of private and
civilian affairs mirroring Hegel. Letters and Other Writings. Impact[ edit ] Democracy in America was
published in two volumes, the first in and the other in It was immediately popular in both Europe and the
United States, while also having a profound impact on the French population. By the twentieth century, it had
become a classic work of political science , social science , and history. It is a commonly assigned reading for
undergraduates of American universities majoring in the political or social sciences, and part of the
introductory political theory syllabus at Cambridge, Oxford, Princeton and other institutions. In the
introduction to his translation of the book, Harvard Professor Harvey C. Mansfield calls it "at once the best
book ever written on democracy and the best book ever written on America. He anticipates the potential
acrimony over the abolition of slavery that would tear apart the United States and lead to the American Civil
War as well as the eventual superpower rivalry between the United States and Russia, which exploded after
World War II and spawned the Cold War. Noting the rise of the industrial sector in the American economy,
Tocqueville, some scholars have argued, also correctly predicted that an industrial aristocracy would rise from
the ownership of labor. According to Tocqueville, democracy had some unfavorable consequences: Translated
versions of Democracy in America and effects on meaning[ edit ] This translation was completed by Reeve
and later revised by Francis Bowen. In , it was reissued in a modern edition by Alfred A. Knopf edited and
with an extensive historical essay by Phillips Bradley. George Lawrence , translated in with an introduction by
J.
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5: How did england contribute to democracy
According to Merriam-Webster, a democracy is a government by the people "in which the supreme power is vested in
the people and exercised by them directly or indirectly through a system of representation usually involving periodically
held free elections.".

Daniel Boone escorting settlers through the Cumberland Gap In the colonial era, before , the west was of high
priority for settlers and politicians. The American frontier began when Jamestown , Virginia was settled by the
English in In the earliest days of European settlement of the Atlantic coast, until about , the frontier was
essentially any part of the interior of the continent beyond the fringe of existing settlements along the Atlantic
coast. Only a few thousand French migrated to Canada; these habitants settled in villages along the St.
Lawrence River , building communities that remained stable for long stretches; they did not simply jump west
the way the British did. Although French fur traders ranged widely through the Great Lakes and mid-west
region they seldom settled down. French settlement was limited to a few very small villages such as
Kaskaskia, Illinois [8] as well as a larger settlement around New Orleans. Likewise, the Dutch set up fur
trading posts in the Hudson River valley, followed by large grants of land to rich landowning patroons who
brought in tenant farmers who created compact, permanent villages. They created a dense rural settlement in
upstate New York, but they did not push westward. These areas remained primarily in subsistence agriculture,
and as a result by the s these societies were highly egalitarian, as explained by historian Jackson Turner Main:
The typical frontier society therefore was one in which class distinctions were minimized. The wealthy
speculator, if one was involved, usually remained at home, so that ordinarily no one of wealth was a resident.
The class of landless poor was small. The great majority were landowners, most of whom were also poor
because they were starting with little property and had not yet cleared much land nor had they acquired the
farm tools and animals which would one day make them prosperous. Few artisans settled on the frontier
except for those who practiced a trade to supplement their primary occupation of farming. There might be a
storekeeper, a minister, and perhaps a doctor; and there were a number of landless laborers. All the rest were
farmers. North Carolina was representative. However frontier areas of that had good river connections were
increasingly transformed into plantation agriculture. Rich men came in, bought up the good land, and worked
it with slaves. The area was no longer "frontier". It had a stratified society comprising a powerful upper-class
white landowning gentry, a small middle-class, a fairly large group of landless or tenant white farmers, and a
growing slave population at the bottom of the social pyramid. Unlike the North, where small towns and even
cities were common, the South was overwhelmingly rural. Land ownership brought a degree of independence
as well as a vote for local and provincial offices. The typical New England settlements were quite compact and
smallâ€”under a square mile. Conflict with the Native Americans arose out of political issues, namely who
would rule. In the peace treaty of , France lost practically everything, as the lands west of the Mississippi river,
in addition to Florida and New Orleans, went to Spain. Otherwise lands east of the Mississippi River and what
is now Canada went to Britain. Steady migration to frontier lands[ edit ] Regardless of wars Americans were
moving across the Appalachians into western Pennsylvania, what is now West Virginia, and areas of the Ohio
Country , Kentucky and Tennessee. West of the mountains, settlements were curtailed briefly by a decree by
the Royal Proclamation of However the Treaty of Fort Stanwix re-opened most of the western lands for
frontiersmen to settle. Pioneers housed themselves in a rough lean-to or at most a one-room log cabin. The
main food supply at first came from hunting deer, turkeys, and other abundant game. Clad in typical frontier
garb, leather breeches, moccasins, fur cap, and hunting shirt, and girded by a belt from which hung a hunting
knife and a shot pouchâ€”all homemadeâ€”the pioneer presented a unique appearance. In a short time he
opened in the woods a patch, or clearing, on which he grew corn, wheat, flax, tobacco, and other products,
even fruit. Homespun clothing replaced the animal skins. Land policy[ edit ] The land policy of the new nation
was conservative, paying special attention to the needs of the settled East. By the s, however, the West was
filling up with squatters who had no legal deed, although they may have paid money to previous settlers. The
Jacksonian Democrats favored the squatters by promising rapid access to cheap land. By contrast, Henry Clay
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was alarmed at the "lawless rabble" heading West who were undermining the utopian concept of a
law-abiding, stable middle-class republican community. Rich southerners, meanwhile, looked for
opportunities to buy high-quality land to set up slave plantations. The Free Soil movement of the s called for
low-cost land for free white farmers, a position enacted into law by the new Republican Party in , offering free
acre 65 ha homesteads to all adults, male and female, black and white, native-born or immigrant. Map of the
Wilderness Road by After winning the Revolutionary War , American settlers in large numbers poured into
the west. In , American pioneers to the Northwest Territory established Marietta, Ohio as the first permanent
American settlement in the Northwest Territory. It was later lengthened to reach the Falls of the Ohio at
Louisville. The Wilderness Road was steep and rough, and it could only be traversed on foot or horseback, but
it was the best route for thousands of settlers moving into Kentucky. In alone, Indians killed over travelers on
the Wilderness Road. No Indians lived permanently in Kentucky [24] but they sent raiding parties to stop the
newcomers. Johnson , who later became Vice president The War of marked the final confrontation between
major Indian forces trying to stop the advance, with British aid. The British war goal included the creation of
an independent Indian state under British auspices in the Midwest. The death in battle of the Indian leader
Tecumseh dissolved the coalition of hostile Indian tribes. In general the frontiersmen battled the Indians with
little help from the U. Army or the federal government. They rejected the British plan to set up an Indian state
in U. They explained the American policy toward acquisition of Indian lands: The United States, while
intending never to acquire lands from the Indians otherwise than peaceably, and with their free consent, are
fully determined, in that manner, progressively, and in proportion as their growing population may require, to
reclaim from the state of nature, and to bring into cultivation every portion of the territory contained within
their acknowledged boundaries. In thus providing for the support of millions of civilized beings, they will not
violate any dictate of justice or of humanity; for they will not only give to the few thousand savages scattered
over that territory an ample equivalent for any right they may surrender, but will always leave them the
possession of lands more than they can cultivate, and more than adequate to their subsistence, comfort, and
enjoyment, by cultivation. If this be a spirit of aggrandizement, the undersigned are prepared to admit, in that
sense, its existence; but they must deny that it affords the slightest proof of an intention not to respect the
boundaries between them and European nations, or of a desire to encroach upon the territories of Great
Britain. Then when population reached , the territory applied for statehood. Louis, Missouri was the largest
town on the frontier, the gateway for travel westward, and a principal trading center for Mississippi River
traffic and inland commerce but remained under Spanish control until The Louisiana Purchase of [ edit ]
Thomas Jefferson thought of himself as a man of the frontier and was keenly interested in expanding and
exploring the West. Between and the s, the federal government purchased the actual land from the Indian
tribes then in possession of it. Additional sums were paid to the Indians living east of the Mississippi for their
lands, as well as payments to Indians living in parts of the west outside the Louisiana Purchase. He charged
Lewis and Clark to "explore the Missouri River, and such principal stream of it, as, by its course and
communication with the waters of the Pacific Ocean; whether the Columbia, Oregon, Colorado or any other
river may offer the most direct and practicable communication across the continent for the purposes of
commerce". By , Astor had taken over independent traders to create a profitable monopoly; he left the
business as a multi-millionaire in
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6: The Contribution of the Negro to Democracy in America, - Charles Wilbert White - www.enganchecuban
Jill Lepore on the origins of American democracy and the book "The Rise of American Democracy," by Sean Wilentz, a
professor of history at Princeton.

We investigate how the erosion of democracy in the US is being revealed by the presidential campaign. They
thought it was a stunt to boost the Trump brand, and that he would soon be gone. With great success, Trump
has resorted to the tried and tested populist strategy of providing frustrated and fearful voters with scapegoats.
The construction of a wall on the southern border to keep out illegal immigrants - whom Trump has famously
accused of "bringing drugs", "bringing crime" and being "rapists" - is a central element of his platform. So is a
ban on Muslim immigration to the United States playing to a strain of terror-driven Islamophobia, which
resonates with a considerable portion of the US electorate. Although Hillary Clinton seems to be on her way to
winning the Democratic nomination, Sanders has registered surprising victories and is racking up millions of
votes. A self-described socialist - still a political taboo for many Americans a quarter century after the Cold
War -Sanders has campaigned mostly on his outrage at rising inequality and a "corrupt campaign finance
system". Critics have called proposals from both Trump and Sanders costly and unrealistic, but support for
these anti-establishment candidates has persisted, a sign of unresolved economic problems and the decay of
American democratic institutions. The first east-to-west and north-to-south roadways of the continental US
intersect in Terre Haute, the county seat known as the "Crossroads of America". Since , the people of Vigo
County have chosen the winner in every single election but two. The last time they picked a loser was in
According to Randy Gentry, the chair of the Vigo County Republican Party, one candidate has been
generating a lot of excitement in Terre Haute this election: Sanders also emphasises the corrosive influence on
democracy of the campaign finance system which allows wealthy contributors and corporations to pour huge
sums of money into campaign contributions and lobbying. A recent Pew survey found that only "19 percent of
Americans say that they trust the federal government in Washington to do what is right". The decision
overturned a ban on campaign spending by corporations and unions. A few months after this decision, another
federal court ruling applied the Citizens United precedent to political spending by individuals. Since then,
millionaires and billionaires have been free to spend as much of their fortunes as they want to back political
candidates. The vehicles for all this new spending are known as super-PACs, and they have already spent
hundreds of millions of dollars this election cycle. Today, all a candidate needs is a single wealthy contributor
funding a super-PAC that is supporting him. Vogel points out that without super-PAC backing Republican
candidates "might not otherwise be able to sustain a campaign for a prolonged period of time. Their ability to
do so has made it harder for a single alternative to Trump to arise and take him on. James Bopp, the attorney
who first brought the case all the way to the Supreme Court and now a special counsel to the Republican
National Committee, says Citizens United was a step in the direction of a more democratic system. What
surprised Clemente the most about his study was the number of lobbyists working to insert corporate tax
loopholes into legislation. Using data from the Center for Responsive Politics, Al Jazeera brought it up to date
in order to determine which companies and organisations lobbied the most intensely on tax extenders, and
how much money they had contributed to Democrats and Republicans in Congress over the past five years. Al
Jazeera found many financial institutions that had received billions of dollars in bailout funds from taxpayers
after the crisis, including GE, Citigroup, Bank of America, JP Morgan, Chase and their trade associations,
were among the organisations pushing the hardest for tax extenders. The reason US companies are so keen on
buying influence in Congress is because it allows them to push through legislation that is of enormous
financial benefit to them. One of the best examples of this is a law that provides a tax extender called the
Active Financing Exception. It allows companies to avoid paying taxes on the huge profits made by their
offshore subsidiaries unless that money is brought back into the US. In December, the Active Financing
Exception was made permanent as part of the latest government spending bill. A quarter of US Fortune
companies have set up subsidiaries in the Caymans. Many of them use Ugland House, a modestly-sized
building on Grand Cayman, as their office address. Patrick Schmid, a Caymanian attorney who has been
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practising in offshore jurisdictions for nearly 20 years, says he does not "know what is meant by the Caymans
being a tax haven", adding that he considered Cayman an "international financial center". He admits lawyers
who work in Cayman pay close attention to evolutions in US tax law. Indeed, the use of offshore subsidiaries
by high-tech companies such as Apple and Facebook, as well as Wall Street banks, is well within the
boundaries of US law today. Congressmen who sponsored bills seeking to make the Active Financing
Exception and other tax extenders permanent declined requests to be interviewed, as did trade associations that
lobbied Congress heavily on these issues, including the US Chamber of Commerce, the Business Roundtable,
and the Securities Industry and Financial Markets Association. In , the last year for which definitive figures
are available, taxes on corporations paid for little over one tenth of the federal budget. He says he would offer
corporations a discounted 10 percent rate to repatriate their money before closing tax loopholes like the Active
Financing Exception. Sanders also wants to close the loopholes, but has no intention of lowering the corporate
tax rate or offering companies which have been stashing their profits offshore a discount on their tax bill.
Despite their differences, both candidates are resonating with working-class voters back in Terre Haute. But I
know they will happen.
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7: Dead Man/Jim Jarmusch
Thus, democracy, understood as the life of the political community, in which are admitted both (a) a fundamental
equality of human rights, and (b) a diversity of functions in the pursuit of the common good, is the final political flowering
of the trans-political Gospel values, as Jacques Maritain endeavored to show, even though, also according.

John Weeks 26 November How neoliberal doctrine undermined the Obama administration and ushered in the
age of Trump. If that slogan epitomized the beginning of the Obama presidency, he had an equally iconic
ending: The winning percentage was the highest since and the turnout the largest for 50 years. The first
non-white president took office on a surge of enthusiasm exceeding any since Franklin Roosevelt in by
comparison John Kennedy went to the presidency with less than half of total votes and a winning margin of 0.
The enthusiasm for Obama arose from fervent hope for specific changes: To fulfil these hopes, Obama had
majorities in both houses of Congress, 58 of Senators largest majority of any party in 30 years and seats in the
House most since By any measure the new president enjoyed an overwhelming majority. Under some
circumstances the Republican minority in the Senate could prevent voting, but a determined and bold
president could force votes within the arcane Senate rules. It quickly became obvious that Obama would be
anything but determined and bold; on the contrary, avoiding conflict through compromise would guide his
presidency. In face of a solidly right wing Republican opposition, attempting to compromise was recipe for
failure, a disaster foretold and fulfilled. Despite the large House and Senate majorities a litany of failure
dogged the first two Obama years, some partial and others presented as success. The result was an extremely
complicated, expensive and inefficient system acceptable to private interests. Because the president failed to
challenge the Republican hysteria over the fiscal deficit that the stimulus necessarily increased, the mildly
successful recovery package would also serve Republican election propaganda. Having lost the propaganda
battle on health care and recovery, Obama scored a third own goal by declining to prosecute any financial
executive for the illegal dealings that helped provoke the Great Recession of Finally, far from ending the two
wars began by his predecessor, Obama continued to wage them, even expanding US military operations to
other countries with extensive use of military drones as the preferred killing agent. The specific promise to
close the brutal detention camp on Cuban soil is unfulfilled. Like Bill Clinton before him, Obama remained
popular despite his failures. Like Clinton his eight years as president would after the initial hope decline
deeper and deeper into failure. Perhaps the most shocking of these was the failure to mount serious opposition
to the Republican gutting of the law protecting the right to vote , a savage blow to his fellow
African-Americans. Weakening of the Voting Rights Act was de facto endorsement of state laws throughout
the country restricting the rights of citizenship. Had Obama ended two unpopular wars, supported an effective
recovery programme, quickly forced through a Medicare-based health system for all, and aggressively
reformed the US financial sector, he would be hailed as the greatest president since Franklin Roosevelt.
Instead, he leaves condemned, yet another Democratic president whose neoliberal economic policies fed a
rising of inequalities and shrinking of the well-being of the vast majority. New Deal to neoliberalism Wars, a
flawed health care law and high unemployment did not give Donald Trump the key to the White House. The
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court will swear in the most dangerous president in American history for a
different reason. Beginning with Jimmy Carter in the s the leadership of the Democratic Party enthusiastically
worked to make neoliberal ideology mainstream consensus and Donald Trump is the outcome. An equitable
sharing of the benefits of economic growth is the necessary condition to sustain democracy in a capitalist
society. This condition was the basis for the so-called New Deal coalition forged by Franklin Roosevelt in the
depths of the Great Depression of the s. It would serve as the guiding principle of the Democratic Party
through the presidency of Lyndon Johnson. The policies to achieve this equitable sharing had a common
theme, restrictions on the functioning of markets, with the purpose of preventing the anti-social consequences
of capitalist competition. Concretely these restrictions were 1 trade unions to limit labour market competition,
2 anti-monopoly laws and strict regulations to prevent concentration of corporate power, and 3 severe
constraints on financial capital. Neoliberalism was and remains the antithesis of the New Deal political

Page 12

CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE WEST TO AMERICAN DEMOCRACY. pdf
economy. In contrast to preventing the anti-social consequences of market competition, neoliberalism
celebrates that competition, attributing its excesses to public regulation. In an analogous crisis brought
Franklin Roosevelt to the presidency to execute economic and social reforms that arrested the growth of
inequality and, facilitated working class power through trade unions. In a similar task fell to Barack Obama, to
propose and implement the reforms that would preserve popular support for globalization capitalism. The
chart below shows changes in that index of inequality during the George W Bush and Barack Obama
presidencies, calculated compared to when the Bush was inaugurated. During the Bush years inequality
fluctuated, slightly higher at the end of the eight years than at the beginning up to In every year of the Obama
presidency through inequality was greater than in every year that George W Bush occupied the White House.
A coefficient of means one person has all income, 0 is an equal distribution across population. US Bureau of
the Census A second chart shows rising inequality with more familiar numbers. The vertical axis measures
percentage changes in constant dollars, while the horizontal axis shows wage earners from the lowest paid to
the highest. The red line that includes all wage and non-wage benefits shows less concentrated gains, but even
by that measure over sixty percent of earners suffered declining income. US Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Ushering in Trump Fifty years of democratic capitalism was the historic accomplishment of the New Deal. In
under a Republican presidency Richard Nixon, replaced in mid-year by Gerald Ford US income inequality
dropped to its lowest as measured by the Gini coefficient. With Donald Trump neoliberalism fulfils its logic,
destroying even the illusion of a just society.
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8: What is John Lockes contribution to American democracy
Cornel West, (born June 2, , Tulsa, Oklahoma, U.S.), American philosopher, scholar of African American studies, and
political activist. His influential book Race Matters () lamented what he saw as the spiritual impoverishment of the African
American underclass and critically examined the.

Views from experts in academia, providing fact-based analysis of issues for the public. They watched
hundreds of hours of film and discovered less than 10 minutes of footage. This despite the fact that among the
16 million U. They fought in the Pacific, and they were part of the victorious army that liberated Europe from
Nazi rule. Black soldiers were also part of the U. Army of occupation in Germany after the war. Still serving
in strictly segregated units, they were sent to democratize the Germans and expunge all forms of racism. A
soldier paints over a swastika. NARA It was that experience that convinced many of these veterans to continue
their struggle for equality when they returned home to the U. They were to become the foot soldiers of the
civil rights movement - a movement that changed the face of our nation and inspired millions of repressed
people across the globe. As a scholar of German history and of the more than year U. They were willing to
fight for democracy abroad, while being denied democratic rights at home in the U. Fighting racism at home
and abroad By deploying troops abroad as warriors for and emissaries of American democracy, the military
literally exported the African-American freedom struggle. The military brass, disproportionately dominated by
white Southern officers, refused. They argued that such a step would undermine military efficiency and
negatively impact the morale of white soldiers. In an integrated military, black officers or NCOs might also
end up commanding white troops. Such a challenge to the Jim Crow racial order based on white supremacy
was seen as unacceptable. African-Americans were allowed to train as pilots in the segregated Tuskeegee
Airmen. The 92nd Buffalo Soldiers and 93rd Blue Helmets all-black divisions were activated and sent abroad
under the command of white officers. Despite these concessions, 90 percent of black troops were forced to
serve in labor and supply units, rather than the more prestigious combat units. Except for a few short weeks
during the Battle of the Bulge in the winter of when commanders were desperate for manpower, all U. Even
the blood banks were segregated. It was also not lost on the black soldiers. Library of Congress Post-Nazi
Germany was hardly a country free of racism. But for the black soldiers, it was their first experience of a
society without a formal Jim Crow color line. Their uniform identified them as victorious warriors and as
Americans, rather than "Negroes. African-American cultural expressions such as jazz, defamed and banned by
the Nazis, were another reason so many Germans were drawn to their black liberators. White America was
stunned to see how much black GIs enjoyed their time abroad, and how much they dreaded their return home
to the U. By , when the Cold War was heating up, the reality of the segregated Jim Crow Army in Germany
was becoming a major embarrassment for the U. Responding to that pressure, the first institution of the U.
That monumental step, in turn, paved the way for the Supreme Court decision in Brown v. AP Photo The
veterans who had been abroad electrified and energized the larger struggle to make America live up to its
promise of democracy and justice. They joined the NAACP in record numbers and founded new chapters of
that organization in the South, despite a wave of violence against returning veterans. The veterans of World
War II and the Korean War became the foot soldiers of the civil rights movement in the s and s. Medgar Evers,
Amzie Moore, Hosea Williams and Aaron Henry are some of the better-known names, but countless others
helped advance the struggle. About one-third of the leaders in the civil rights movement were veterans of
World War II. They were also the men of the hour at the March on Washington, when their military training
and expertise was crucial to ensure that the day would not be marred by agitators opposed to civil rights. For
these veterans, the and inaugurations of President Barack Obama were triumphant moments in their long
struggle for a better America and a more just world. Many never thought they would live to see the day that an
African-American would lead their country.
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9: 11 Greek Influences and Contributions to Today's Society | Owlcation
The idea of democracy comes from Athens, from the period when Athens was s democracy, which to the Greeks literally
meant rule by the people. The Romans did no t have any theory of democracy.

Ever since that era there has been an inclination on the part of writers on democracy to emphasize the
analytical and theoretical treatment to the neglect of the underlying factors of historical development. If,
however, we consider the underlying conditions and forces that create the democratic type of government, and
at times contradict the external forms to which the name democracy is applied, we shall find that under this
name there have appeared a multitude of political types radically unlike in fact. The careful student of history
must, therefore, seek the explanation of the forms and changes of political institutions in the social and
economic forces that determine them. To know that at any one time a nation may be called a democracy, an
aristocracy, or a monarchy, is not so important as to know what are the social and economic tendencies of the
state. These are the vital forces that work beneath the surface and dominate the external form. It is to changes
in the economic and social life of a people that we must look for the forces that ultimately create and modify
organs of political action. For the time, adaptation of political structure may be incomplete or concealed. Old
organs will be utilized to express new forces, and so gradual and subtle will be the change that it may hardly
be recognized. The pseudo-democracies under the Medici at Florence and under Augustus at Rome are
familiar examples of this type. Or again, if the political structure be rigid, incapable of responding to the
changes demanded by growth, the expansive forces of social and economic transformation may rend it in some
catastrophe like that of the French Revolution. In all these changes both conscious ideals and unconscious
social reorganization are at work. These facts are familiar to the student, and yet it is doubtful if they have
been fully considered in connection with American democracy. For a century at least, in conventional
expression, Americans have referred to a "glorious Constitution" in explaining the stability and prosperity of
their democracy. We have believed as a nation that other peoples had only to will our democratic institutions
in order to repeat our own career. In dealing with Western contributions to democracy, it is essential that the
considerations which have just been mentioned shall be kept in mind. Whatever these contributions may have
been, we find ourselves at the present time in an era of such profound economic and social transformation as
to raise the question of the effect of these changes upon the democratic institutions of the United States.
Within a decade four marked changes have occurred in our national development; taken together they
constitute a revolution. First, there is the exhaustion of the supply of free land and the closing of the
movement of Western advance as an effective factor in American development. The first rough conquest of
the wilderness is accomplished, and that great supply of free lands which year after year has served to
reinforce the democratic influences in the United States is exhausted. It is true that vast tracts of government
land are still untaken, but they constitute the mountain and arid regions, only a small fraction of them capable
of conquest, and then only by the application of capital and combined effort. The free lands that made the
American pioneer have gone. In the second place, contemporaneously with this there has been such a
concentration of capital in the control of fundamental industries as to make a new epoch in the economic
development of the United States. The iron, the coal, and the cattle of the country have all fallen under the
domination of a few great corporations with allied interests, and by the rapid combination of the important
railroad systems and steamship lines, in concert with these same forces, even the breadstuffs and the
manufactures of the nation are to some degree controlled in a similar way. This is largely the work of the last
decade. The development of the greatest iron mines of Lake Superior occurred in the early nineties, and in the
same decade came the combination by which the coal and the coke of the country, and the transportation
systems that connect them with the iron mines, have been brought under a few concentrated managements.
Side by side with this concentration of capital has gone the combination of labor in the same vast industries.
The one is in a certain sense the concomitant of the other, but the movement acquires an additional
significance because of the fact that during the past fifteen years the labor class has been so recruited by a tide
of foreign immigration that this class is now largely made up of persons of foreign parentage, and the lines of
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cleavage which begin to appear in this country between capital and labor have been accentuated by
distinctions of nationality. A third phenomenon connected with the two just mentioned is the expansion of the
United States politically and commercially into lands beyond the seas. A cycle of American development has
been completed. Up to the close of the War of , this country was involved in the fortunes of the European state
system. The first quarter of a century of our national existence was almost a continual struggle to prevent
ourselves being drawn into the European wars. At the close of that era of conflict, the United States set its face
toward the West. It began the settlement and improvement of the vast interior of the country. Here was the
field of our colonization, here the field of our political activity. This process being completed, it is not strange
that we find the United States again involved in world-politics. The revolution that occurred four years ago,
when the United States struck down that ancient nation under whose auspices the New World was discovered,
is hardly yet more than dimly understood. The insular wreckage of the Spanish War, Porto Rico and the
Philippines, with the problems presented by the Hawaiian Islands, Cuba, the Isthmian Canal, and China, all
are indications of the new direction of the ship of state, and while we thus turn our attention overseas, our
concentrated industrial strength has given us a striking power against the commerce of Europe that is already
producing consternation in the Old World. Having completed the conquest of the wilderness, and having
consolidated our interests, we are beginning to consider the relations of democracy and empire. And fourth,
the political parties of the United States now tend to divide on issues that involve the question of Socialism.
The rise of the Populist party in the last decade, and the acceptance of so many of its principles by the
Democratic party under the leadership of Mr. Bryan, show in striking manner the birth of new political ideas,
the reformation of the lines of political conflict. It is doubtful if in any ten years of American history more
significant factors in our growth have revealed themselves. The struggle of the pioneer farmers to subdue the
arid lands of the Great Plains in the eighties was followed by the official announcement of the extinction of
the frontier line in The dramatic outcome of the Chicago Convention of marked the rise into power of the
representatives of Populistic change. Two years later came the battle of Manila, which broke down the old
isolation of the nation, and started it on a path the goal of which no man can foretell; and finally, but two years
ago came that concentration of which the billion and a half dollar steel trust and the union of the Northern
continental railways are stupendous examples. Is it not obvious, then, that the student who seeks for the
explanation of democracy in the social and economic forces that underlie political forms must make inquiry
into the conditions that have produced our democratic institutions, if he would estimate the effect of these vast
changes? As a contribution to this inquiry, let us now turn to an examination of the part that the West has
played in shaping our democracy. From the beginning of the settlement of America, the frontier regions have
exercised a steady influence toward democracy. The small land-holders, seeing that their powers were steadily
passing into the hands of the wealthy planters who controlled Church and State and lands, rose in revolt. A
generation later, in the governorship of Alexander Spotswood, we find a contest between the frontier settlers
and the property-holding classes of the coast. The democracy with which Spotswood had to struggle, and of
which he so bitterly complained, was a democracy made up of small landholders, of the newer immigrants,
and of indented servants, who at the expiration of their time of servitude passed into the interior to take up
lands and engage in pioneer farming. The "War of the Regulation," just on the eve of the American
Revolution, shows the steady persistence of this struggle between the classes of the interior and those of the
coast. The Declaration of Grievances which the back counties of the Carolinas then drew up against the
aristocracy that dominated the politics of those colonies exhibits the contest between the democracy of the
frontier and the established classes who apportioned the legislature in such fashion as to secure effective
control of government. Indeed, in a period before the outbreak of the American Revolution, one can trace a
distinct belt of democratic territory extending from the back country of New England down through western
New York, Pennsylvania, and the South. It constituted a quasi-revolutionary area before the days of the
Revolution, and it formed the basis on which the Democratic party was afterwards established. It was,
therefore, in the West, as it was in the period before the Declaration of Independence, that the struggle for
democratic development first revealed itself, and in that area the essential ideas of American democracy had
already appeared. Through the period of the Revolution and of the Confederation a similar contest can be
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noted. On the frontier of New England, along the western border of Pennsylvania, Virginia, and the Carolinas,
and in the communities beyond the Alleghany Mountains, there arose a demand of the frontier settlers for
independent statehood based on democratic provisions. There is a strain of fierceness in their energetic
petitions demanding self-government under the theory that every people have the right to establish their own
political institutions in an area which they have won from the wilderness. Those revolutionary principles based
on natural rights, for which the seaboard colonies were contending, were taken up with frontier energy in an
attempt to apply them to the lands of the West. No one can read their petitions denouncing the control
exercised by the wealthy landholders of the coast, appealing to the record of their conquest of the wilderness,
and demanding the possession of the lands for which they have fought the Indians, and which they had
reduced by their ax to civilization, without recognizing in these frontier communities the cradle of a
belligerent Western democracy. By the time of the constitutional convention, this struggle for democracy had
affected a fairly well-defined division into parties. Although these parties did not at first recognize their
interstate connections, there were similar issues on which they split in almost all the States. The demands for
an issue of paper money, the stay of execution against debtors, and the relief against excessive taxation were
found in every colony in the interior agricultural regions. The rise of this significant movement wakened the
apprehensions of the men of means, and in the debates over the basis of suffrage for the House of
Representatives in the constitutional convention of leaders of the conservative party did not hesitate to demand
that safeguards to the property should be furnished the coast against the interior. The outcome of the debate
left the question of suffrage for the House of Representatives dependent upon the policy of the separate States.
This was in effect imposing a property qualification throughout the nation as a whole, and it was only as the
interior of the country developed that these restrictions gradually gave way in the direction of manhood
suffrage. Jefferson was the first prophet of American democracy, and when we analyse the essential features
of his gospel, it is clear that the Western influence was the dominant element. Jefferson himself was born in
the frontier region of Virginia, on the edge of the Blue Ridge, in the middle of the eighteenth century. His
father was a pioneer. Simplicity and economy in government, the right of revolution, the freedom of the
individual, the belief that those who win the vacant lands are entitled to shape their own government in their
own way,-these are all parts of the platform of political principles to which he gave his adhesion, and they are
all elements eminently characteristic of the Western democracy into which he was born. In the period of the
Revolution he had brought in a series of measures which tended to throw the power of Virginia into the hands
of the settlers in the interior rather than of the coastwise aristocracy. The repeal of the laws of entail and
primogeniture would have destroyed the great estates on which the planting aristocracy based its power. The
abolition of the Established Church would still further have diminished the influence of the coastwise party in
favor of the dissenting sects of the interior. His scheme of general public education reflected the same
tendency, and his demand for the abolition of slavery was characteristic of a representative of the West rather
than of the old time aristocracy of the coast. His sympathy with the Western expansion culminated in the
Louisiana Purchase. Only with the slow setting of the tide of settlement farther and farther toward the interior
did the democratic influence grow strong enough to take actual possession of the government. The period from
to saw a steady increase in these tendencies. The established classes in New England and the South began to
take alarm. Perhaps no better illustration of the apprehensions of the old-time Federal conservative can be
given than these utterances of President Dwight, of Yale College, in the book of travels which he published in
that period: They are too idle, too talkative, too passionate, too prodigal, and too shiftless to acquire either
property or character. They are impatient of the restraints of law, religion, and morality, and grumble about the
taxes by which the Rulers, Ministers, and Schoolmasters are supported After exposing the injustice of the
community in neglecting to invest persons of such superior merit in public offices, in many an eloquent
harangue uttered by many a kitchen fire, in every blacksmith shop, in every corner of the streets, and finding
all their efforts vain, they become at length discouraged, and under the pressure of poverty, the fear of the
gaol, and consciousness of public contempt, leave their native places and betake themselves to the wilderness.
New England Federalism looked with a shudder at the democratic ideas of those who refused to recognize the
established order. But in that period there came into the Union a sisterhood of frontier States-Ohio, Indiana,
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Illinois, Missouri-with provisions for the franchise that brought in complete democracy. Even the newly
created States of the Southwest showed the tendency. The wind of democracy blew so strongly from the West,
that even in the older States of New York, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Virginia, conventions were called,
which liberalized their constitutions by strengthening the democratic basis of the State. In the same time the
labor population of the cities began to assert its power and its determination to share in government. Of this
frontier democracy which now took possession of the nation, Andrew Jackson was the very personification.
He was born in the backwoods of the Carolinas in the midst of the turbulent democracy that preceded the
Revolution, and he grew up in the frontier State of Tennessee. In the midst of this region of personal feuds and
frontier ideals of law, he quickly rose to leadership. The appearance of this frontiersman on the floor of
Congress was an omen full of significance. Gallatin, himself a Western man, describes Jackson as he entered
the halls of Congress: I have seen him attempt it repeatedly and as often choke with rage. This six-foot
backwoodsman, with blue eyes that could blaze on occasion, this choleric, impetuous, self-willed Scotch-Irish
leader of men, this expert duelist, and ready fighter, this embodiment of the tenacious, vehement, personal
West, was in politics to stay. The frontier democracy of that time had the instincts of the clansman in the days
of Scotch border warfare. Vehement and tenacious as the democracy was, strenuously as each man contended
with his neighbor for the spoils of the new country that opened before them, they all had respect for the man
who best expressed their aspirations and their ideas. Every community had its hero. In the War of and the
subsequent Indian fighting Jackson made good his claim, not only to the loyalty of the people of Tennessee,
but of the whole West, and even of the nation.
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