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1: Cranford (novel) - Wikipedia
Cranford is one of the better-known novels of the 19th-century English writer Elizabeth www.enganchecubano.com was
first published, irregularly, in eight instalments, between December and May , in the magazine Household Words, which
was edited by Charles Dickens.

Judi Dench as Miss Matty in Cranford. The fictional town is not always called Cranford. Indeed, for the
forthcoming television dramatisation the producer Sue Birtwistle, with Susie Conklin and scriptwriter Heidi
Thomas, have woven together four separate works by Gaskell: These are not neatly organised narratives. They
read like the stories people relate casually, in letters with lots of asides or in a circle of storytellers round the
fire. Even within the fictions, the possession of a good story is priceless, as one sees from the kindly way
Mary Smith and Matty Jenkyns hold back a staggering piece of Cranford news until Miss Pole, queen of
gossips, has got over her terrible coughing fit. Yet the most ludicrous details of the Cranford stories were
actually true. She decided to set down some memories, or stories told by friends and relations, of a small
country town in the generation preceding her own. At the heart of this short article are the women: Once she
had summoned up these memories, such rich material was impossible to resist. And here she focused directly
on her band of dauntless women, introducing them in a splendid opening paragraph which assures us that for
every need in life, "the ladies of Cranford are quite sufficient: And in Hanbury, Duncombe and Cranford itself,
memories open like doors on to stories of the past, but their inhabitants, like Deborah Jenkyns and Lady
Ludlow, with their esteem for "patriarchal" rules, are pulled into the new world because they wake up to the
needs of others. They find themselves speaking out against authority, as so many Gaskell heroines do.
Structurally, Lady Ludlow is a brave and experimental book, although the long, melodramatic tale of the
French revolution a detour within the main story does not quite balance the "revolution" of modern change.
Cranford, too, for all its apparent transparency, is an extremely clever piece of writing. The inset plots are
variations on stock themes the railway accident, the bank failure, the lost brother, the childhood sweetheart but
it gains its unique atmosphere from the way Gaskell plays with and overturns conventions, even dispensing
with the sense of a normal fictional world. Cranford was based on Knutsford in Cheshire, where Gaskell grew
up. All her life, Gaskell had a warm sympathy for unconventional households and extended families. But there
were dark undercurrents. Aunt Lumb had separated from her violent husband, who turned out to have a second
wife and family quietly tucked away. And when Gaskell was 18, her beloved brother John, who had been at
sea for some years, decided to settle in India. In the winter of he disappeared and was never heard of again.
She rarely mentioned him, but the figure of the lost brother, or the sailor who suddenly returns, often surfaces
in her fiction. As a girl, Gaskell experienced the shock of the new. In her late teens, after boarding school in
Warwickshire, she spent several months in Newcastle, and in she married William Gaskell, the young junior
minister of Cross Street Chapel, Manchester. This was the world that Gaskell described in her first novel,
Mary Barton, in She identified with the poor, who had to watch their children starve. Her book made her
name known and Dickens soon invited her to write for his new family periodical, Household Words. He
immediately recognised her storytelling gift, calling her "my dear Scheherazade" because, he said, "I am sure
your powers of narrative can never be exhausted in a single night, but must be good for at least a thousand
nights and one. But she could not entirely escape grief and shock: This is not entirely escapist territory, despite
its air of nostalgia. They have been through much a youthful love affair stifled, a life threatened by
bankruptcy, an estate lost through gambling. And while they squabble over the sedan chair and settle down to
cards, they also hear in the distance the rumble of the new, speedy world with its railways and new-fangled
medical treatments, its factories and mines. The stories are wonderfully funny, but the ridiculous is bathed in a
poignant, dreamlike mood found nowhere else in fiction, and profound ideas and strong values sleep beneath
everyday details of bonnets and cakes. Cranford will be broadcast on BBC1 from mid-November. Cranford
and Other Stories is published by Bloomsbury on Monday.
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2: Cranford: By Elizabeth Gaskell & Illustrated by Elizabeth Gaskell
Tracing the publishing history of Elizabeth Gaskell's Cranford from its initial serialization in Dickens's Household Words
through its numerous editions and adaptations, Recchio focuses especially the text's deployment in support of ideas
related to nation and national identity on both sides of the Atlantic.

Cranford Cranford About book: Since I am always short of reading time, I chose instead to listen to an audio
recording, my favorite pastime during my commute to work. After a bit of research on Cranford audio book
recordings, I settled on the Naxos edition. I was not disappointed. A witty and poignant portrait of small town
life in an early Victorian-era English village, Cranford was first published in as a serial in the magazine
Household Words edited by Charles Dickens. This gentle satire of village life does not supply much of a plot
â€” but amazingly it does not matter. Gaskell has the incredible talent of making everyday occurrences and
life events totally engrossing. Gaskell is a deft tactician at dry humor, not unlike her predecessor Jane Austen,
and the comedy in Cranford balanced with a bit of tragedy is its most endearing quality. Her rendering of the
different characters with change of timbre and intonation was charmingly effective. My favorite character was
of course the kindhearted Miss Matty. In opposition to our present day lives of cell-phones, blackberries and
information overload, a trip to Cranford was a welcome respite. I recommend it highly. In celebration of her
bi-centenary, Naxos AudioBooks will be releasing three additional recordings of her novels: Happily, I will be
enjoying many hours of great Gaskell listening this year. Laurel Ann, Austenprose After wading my way
through a few duds, I was thrilled to read a true gem. I tried reading this once before. However, I was
expecting a linear narrative and was therefore unprepared for this anecdotal novel. After watching the BBC
miniseries which, by the way, was excellent , I had a better idea of what to expect. Consequently, I was blown
away by how well Gaskell wrote a humorous tale. At certain points, I was unable to stop my laughter. There
are several characters who make you smile while simultaneously warming your heart. As a town where its
chief members are middle-class, single women who have little regard for the goings-on outside their insulated
community, Cranford is almost matriarchal. And when compared with the world outside, Gaskell clearly
suggests it is not Cranford that is to be found wanting. In fact, the way in which she highlights the lives of
single women in the Victorian period is quite brilliant. Women who seem to be old-fashioned snobs prove to
be strong, compassionate, caring, and self-sufficient. Witnessing the way in which these women cared for each
other made me quite emotional. I will always treasure the time I have spent in Cranford -- and look forward to
future visits. I feel confident they will be many. The first thing I noticed while reading was the surprisingly
modern humor to be picked up on. And so I loved each character, but Miss Matty was certainly the star. As a
whole, Cranford is a loving community, and I only wish there was more to read. Cranford is a novel I will
cherish and certainly read again. Mary Ronan Drew Mrs Gaskell is making a comeback. Libraries are
acquiring her novels, many are on the shelves of bookstores, and all are easily available through amazon. Two
hundred years after her birth she is more popular than she has ever been. Based on the town of Knutsford
where Gaskell lived with an aunt when she was a child, Cranford is near a big city, Drumble, a stand-in for
Manchester, where Gaskell lived for most of her adult life with her husband, a Unitarian minister. The TV
version of the story very different from that in the book, which is a cozy episodic collection of stories with a
thin plot and much humor. For lovers of Victorian fiction Elizabeth Gaskell is a must-read author. And if you
fall for her as I have done, Jenny Uglow has written a fine biography. The house in which she lived with her
husband still stands. I laughed aloud a few times, and almost cried a few other times. But I loved it. Despite its
disjunctive narrative, I read the whole book in less than three days. Yeah, the makers of the Masterpiece
adaptation took some serious liberties with the plot or lack thereof. In fact, arguably the most important plot
lines in the series are completely made up as opposed to completely made up by Gaskell, I guess. For
example, the young doctor and his girl, and all the associated story-lines, simply do not exist in the book. Alas,
it was not to be found. The cute kid who wants to rise above his station? More mildly, all of the timing is
wrong understandable, since following the vignettes too closely would result in a almost cliff-hanger free
show, not good TV. And they skip a couple of deaths. There are a surprising number of deaths in this short
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novella, and I can see that if the series were more faithful to the book, it might be just too depressing. The
book is never depressing, although it has sad moments, because of the quality of the narration, but this is
difficult to reproduce on film. Overall, there are probably more inconsistencies than similarities between the
two. The droll, sarcastic, disjunctive narration of commonplace events, makes for a particularly difficult
adaptation. But I love it - a new favorite narrator for me. Review will shown on site after approval.
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For my own part, I vibrated all my life between Drumble and Cranford Also, it inevitably becomes indicative
of the inherent tensions and contradictions existing in the mind of the author, who, after all, has traditionally
been seen as the main operating force behind the text, which, in turn, cannot but reflect such tensions and
contradictions. This was the very term she used when she wanted to speculate on her different â€” and often
â€” contradictory inclinations. One of my mes is, I do believe, a true Christian What to many may have
seemed a fragmentation of personality produced by divergent claims, Gaskell celebrates as a multiplicity of
selves. It is to be expected, then, that the literary Gaskell, too, emerges out of this multiplicity of selves, a fact
which has not passed unnoticed by those critics interested in her work. The official side of her, liberal, pious,
incuriously middle class, pleads for a very complacent notion of reconciliation and tries to fashion art so as to
reveal its pattern. But an endlessly rewarding unofficial side keeps pushing this pattern awry, revealing
different patterns of inevitability, of antagonism, misunderstanding, hatred Not only is the stereotypical image
of the physically and emotionally deprived old maid openly subverted, it is also replaced by a different one,
that of the self-sufficient, independent and, most importantly, financially adequate and emotionally fulfilled
mature woman, whose carefree ways and small foibles are the result of her single and childfree state, both of
which allow her to socialize freely, take good care of herself and indulge in the decoration of her home and
garden. Thus, we are subsequently informed that: For keeping the gardens full of choice flowers This sense of
sufficiency was far from being the case even with the well-to-do middle-class Victorian woman with a
husband and children, whose endless duties and responsibilities could hardly allow her time enough to devote
to herself. Yet, as the narrative progresses one can attest to the fact that its narrator, whose Cranfordian part is,
after all, the only one that we as readers ever come to know fully, finds its subjects neither risible nor morbid.
Much of this humour is the result of an exaggerated interest and meaning invested in the minutest details of
daily life. One can hardly fail to notice, moreover, that their behaviour demonstrates that they are far from
naive semioticians, prey to the belief that signifiers and signifieds, signs and their referents all collapse in
some determinate way. Thus, we are informed that: Forrester gave a party Cranford, with its cultural capital,
contrasts explicitly with the neighbouring city of Drumble, a world marked by expanding material capital
based on factories and production, money and investments. On the country has gathered the idea of a natural
way of life: On the city has gathered the idea of an achieved centre: Powerful, hostile associations have also
developed: A contrast between country and city, as fundamental ways of life, reaches back into classical times.
However, the fact that Mary alternates between Drumble and Cranford places her in the ambiguous position of
both an outsider and a native, a strategy on the part of the author which permits her to cultivate a distinct
narrative tone of affection mingled with gentle mockery, but also a marker of her bicultural conscience. Her
educated tone and easy habit of allusiveness as narrator of her story contrast sharply with the different tone she
adopts as a character. However, her own text seems to be both Johnsonian and Cranfordian. Similarly, when it
comes to matters of taste, the city again seems to overpower the country in the narrative. As for Mary Smith,
she addresses her narratee who, no doubt, is assumed to be sharing the same bourgeois background as herself
2 with self-confidence and strong conviction about the righteousness of her initiative: Thus, we never see or
know her in it, because what she considers significant in her narrative takes place in her relation to the
feminine world of Cranford. Even when she is away from Cranford, the facts of her individual life are
suppressed in favour of the communal life that reaches her in letters and reports. Although, on the one hand,
her syntax is that of an outsider fond of and somewhat bemused by the ladies, but, up to a point, ideologically
allied with her narratees , on the other hand, she almost immediately claims a place inside Cranford. I will
answer for it I can testify to In the process, as has already been pointed out, she herself becomes the ground on
which the clash of cultures gets under way, since this project of mediation demands of the narrator the
implicitly contradictory authority of both knowing Cranford well enough to represent it faithfully, and also to
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be outside it enough for her judgement of Cranford to be reliable for her Drumble London? Yet, while in the
process of mediation, she seems to be torn between two extremes: Mary Smith, then, seems to realize that if
Miss Matty were to follow the ethical dictates behind her altruistic action in the store, she would undoubtedly
ruin herself, and although the narrator feels ashamed for posing this question so bluntly to her, she does begin
a campaign to prevent Miss Matty from sacrificing herself in order to pay the debts of the failed bank, an act
quite unthinkable in the circles of the capitalist society, whose product she, Mary, is. Miss Matty, as I ought to
have mentioned before, had had some scruples of conscience at selling tea when there was already Mr.
Johnson in the town And, perhaps, it would not have done in Drumble, but in Cranford it answered very well;
for not only did Mr. Miss Jenkyns had all the choice sorts. And I am sure to this day I have never known. It
should not be considered mere coincidence or accidental, then, that those few males who are permitted to enter
even temporarily its territory seem to differ considerably from their ordinary bourgeois counterparts. In this
respect, then, Captain Brown, Mr. Holbrook, Signor Brunoni, Dr. Holbrook, stubbornly holds to his yeoman
habits he insists on being addressed as Mr. Holbrook, yeoman, rather than Thomas Holbrook, Esq. Similarly,
Mr Hoggins, the village doctor, is content with wearing the same old pair of muddy leather boots or dining on
bread and cheese, as is Signor Brunoni with his life of endless wanderings and his hand-to-mouth existence. In
this way the narrative can be seen as considering gender to be a cultural rather than a biological construct. This
Gaskell successfully conveys by continually juxtaposing two diametrically opposite worlds: In this respect,
then, Gaskell could be seen as experimenting in much the same way as modernist writers, such as Conrad in
Heart of Darkness, were to do later with the tension between utterance and event, by exploring ways of
clearing a space for narration. Shortly before her death, in , she wrote to John Ruskin: See also Nina Auerbach,
Romantic Imprisonment: The Life of a Victorian Myth. Its values, its subjects and its principal characters are
drawn from middle-class life. It privileges exchange over consumption: Indeed Cranford points to the
instability of money as a sign; it is just one interpretable sign among many. In Criticism and Ideology, Terry
Eagleton further argues on the subject: It is in this sense that it is self-referential, or conversely Works Cited
Auerbach, Nina. An Idea In Fiction. Cambridge, MA and London: Harvard University Press, Women and
Other Glorified Outcasts. Columbia University Press, Woman and the Demon: The Gypsy-Bachelor of
Manchester: The Life of Mrs. University Press of Virginia, Love and the Form of Fiction. Chicago University
Press, The Work of Julia Kristeva. John Fletcher and Andrew Benjamin. London and New York: Domestic
Realism in the English Novel. Princeton University Press, Old Maids to Radical Spinsters. University of
Illinois Press, A Study in Marxist Literary Theory. The Letters of Mrs. Chapple and Arthur Pollard. Cornell
University Press, The Novel of Social Crisis. Women Writers and Narrative Voice. The Literature of Change:
Studies in the Nineteenth-Century Provincial Novel. Harper and New York: The Harvester Press, Oxford and
New York: Oxford University Press, The University of Chicago Press, Reading, Writing and Narrating in
Cranford. A Habit of Stories. Faber and Faber, The Country and the City. The Hogarth Press, Harcourt,
Brace and World,
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the book's origin in Household Words, along with a "by the author of" formulation. Neglected speciously on the basis of
poor sales and few reviews, this edition could readily have been part of the timeline of reception from "papers" to novel.

Ward describes the novel, as a "brief series of sketches, strung together with easy grace". The first chapter
introduces the leading women of Cranford, idiosyncratic yet endearing characters who hope to preserve their
gentility, lifestyles and all-important social customs from change. Rowena Fowler, possessor of a red silk
umbrella, conservatively considers an heir while her infirm body has outlived her kin. Miss Betsy Barker is
also determined to preserve the past, but in the form of her cow, which she "loves as a daughter", and which
she sews pyjamas for, as it lost all of its hair after falling into a lime-pit. As for Miss Deborah Jenkyns, she
establishes the norms and customs by which the town must abide. First, he openly admits his own poverty.
Brown also has two daughters: For instance, Miss Jessie boasts that her uncle, a shop-keeper, can provide her
with large amounts of Shetland wool. While their economic distress is evident from day one, the townspeople
soon discover something new: This is most notable in his treatment of his elder daughter, who has a
debilitating illness which contributes to her bad temper. Captain Brown and his younger daughter endure
abject poverty in order to afford small luxuries to comfort the elder daughter. Captain Brown also shows his
kindness by hand-crafting a wooden fire shovel for Miss Jenkyns, after overhearing her complaining about the
weight and noisiness of her metal fire shovel. However, the town soon becomes hectic when Captain Brown
dies in an accident. Therefore, she is ill-prepared to receive visitors, a job Miss Jenkyns would have overseen
herself. Fortunately, the visit goes without a hitch, aside from one small mistake: Recalling the incident, Miss
Matty says that her elder sister did not feel Thomas Holbrook would be a suitable husband, so the two
separated in spite of mutual interest. Nevertheless, Holbrook invites the women to spend a day with him at his
home. Allowing Miss Pole and Miss Matty to get acclimated, Holbrook then shows Mary around the grounds,
which is a fine home indeed. Although a hard-working man, Holbrook is content with a meagre social status,
as his passion is books, not climbing social ladders. After an enjoyable dinner, Holbrook offers Miss Matty the
honor of filling his pipe, which would have been the fashion when they both were young. Then he reads poetry
aloud, during which Miss Matty falls asleep. As the women are departing, Mr. Holbrook says he will call upon
them. Miss Matty begins to hope that her girlhood dream may come true after all. As a result, Miss Matty
resigns herself to allowing Martha to date, for she does not wish to prevent love in the same way Miss Jenkyns
did to her. Chapter 5 â€” Old Letters[ edit ] In chapter five, the story shifts back in time to focus on Molly and
John, the future parents of the Jenkyns sisters. John is very much in love and eager to be married, but Molly
seems more enthusiastic about getting new, fashionable, clothes once she is married. However, she finally
accepts his advances, and they are married when Molly is eighteen. He believes they will be great beauties of
Cranford. Close with Matty but not with Miss Jenkyns, Peter has a life of prestige ahead of him, destined for
an education of distinction at Cambridge. Preferring boyish mischief, Peter dresses up as his sister Miss
Jenkyns, and walks through the family garden carrying what would be construed as an illegitimate child, as a
joke, which scandalizes the neighbors and upsets his father, the reverend. The reverend then beats his son
severely with his walking stick. This incident destroys their relationship temporarily. After kissing his mother,
Peter goes upstairs, and then leaves without telling anyone. His mother cries for his return and, thinking he
may be dead, loses some of her sanity as she and the rest of the family and community search for him,
tirelessly. A few days later a letter from Peter arrives. He has signed up to work on a ship. After some time,
Peter returns with some military accomplishment, which restores his relationship with his father, and his father
shows him off to Cranford. Peter then leaves for a war in India, and he is never heard from again. Thus, this
visit once again overwhelms Matty, who accidentally puts on two caps to receive Miss Betty. Mary Smith is
highly amused with the mistake. She saved enough to open a millinery shop with her sister. After working
with a well-connected woman, Lady Arley, on clothing patterns, they focused on selling to aristocrats. Miss
Betty invites all the Cranford women to tea, even her former employer, Mrs. Class consciousness begins to
inflate, and a Mrs. Fitz Adam receives no invitation due to her background. However, the rules begin to recede
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as the women play cards, order another tray, and consume a little too much brandy. Chapter 8 â€” Your
Ladyship[ edit ] The widow of Mr. In turn, Cranford is buzzing to have such a prestigious woman in their
midst. That is, all are excited, and confusion abounds as to how one should address Lady Glenmire, especially
Miss Matty. Jamieson, at first, insults them by asking them not to pay the customary "new visitor in town"
calls, implying that they are not genteel enough to meet Lady Glenmire. They all angrily agree to ignore both
Mrs. Jamieson and Lady Glenmire. Mulliner, sends out invitations for a small party. Most women wish to
decline until they are persuaded by Miss Pole to accept, who specifically wishes to be assured that Queen
Victoria is well. This means that Lady Glenmire is not so high and mighty as Mrs. Jamieson led them to
believe, and a mutual friendship is soon formed, while Mr. Mulliner takes too long to appease the hungry
guests. Chapter 9 â€” Signor Brunoni[ edit ] Mary Smith decides to return home to nurse her ailing father,
leaving her interest in Cranford behind. Yet in November, while her father is returning to health, Mary
receives an odd letter from Miss Matty. Asking about Turbans, styles and fashions, Miss Matty inevitably put
the confusion to rest by saying a conjurer is coming: Mary decides to return, but mostly to see her friends, to
which Miss Pole has a story just aching to be told. Miss Pole then meets a man, but this man mysteriously
turns into Signor Brunoni, who is apparently demonstrating his magic. The next day Miss Matty is so excited
to attend the show that she prepares early and rushes Mary to do so as well. The ladies begin to believe
Brunoni is responsible, even though he is no longer in town, and perhaps even a spy for the French. Miss
Matty is also concerned, and she, Mary Smith, and Martha check the house every evening before bed. Soon
after, Miss Pole also believes there is some trouble brewing when odd things happen, such as a beggar coming
to the house and two men lurking around the premises as well. Similar things happen at Mrs. Mulliner
attempted to confront the evildoers, scaring off the assailants. In the fracas, Mrs. Miss Pole then sees the gang,
2 men and a woman, which came with their appearance including glowing auras. Forrester invites everyone to
come to celebrate her wedding anniversary. Everyone attends in spite of difficult traveling conditions to
support Mrs. Showing their bravery the women confront their fears by discussing them. Miss Matty was
fearful there may be a man hidden under her bed, while Miss Jenkyns thought it would be terrible to find a
man staring at her from underneath a bed. Forrester resigns to hiring boy from the cottages to keep an eye on
her home. Chapter 11 â€” Samuel Brown[ edit ] Miss Pole and Lady Glenmire go for a walk to visit a lady
famous for knitting socks. Unfortunately, they become lost on the way, so they inquire for directions. Meeting
two men and a woman, Miss Pole ponders as to whether these are the burglars. Roberts, owner of the lodging
place where Miss Pole and Lady Glenmire ask for directions, is insulted as if she stands accused. She goes to
look for one of the apparent members of the gang, who is coincidentally Signor Brunoni, but now discovered
to be an Englishman named Samuel Brown. Lady Glenmire offers to have a Dr. Hoggins look him over. As
Mary Smith is talking to Mrs. Brown, she learns of their time in India. Signor had been in the 31st regiment,
but during that time she lost six children. Finally having a daughter named Phoebe, Mrs. Brown cannot bear to
lose another child, and asks to go back to England. They save up, and when Phoebe is born they set off for the
journey back to England. And as they near the end of their journey to leave India, Phoebe becomes ill.
Meeting an Englishman named Aga Jenkyns, he nursed the baby back to health. Also, considering Peter
vanished in India, curiosity abounds. Jamieson and Lady Glenmire, took in Mr. Brown, the extra time spent
between Lady Glenmire and Dr. Hoggins leads to Mrs. This time was also lengthened when one of Mrs. This
is quite the development for Cranford, the town struggles for an appropriate response, and this momentarily
overshadows any discussion of Peter. However, the new spring fashion have arrived at the Johnson shop, and
this may be the diversion Cranford needs. The shop man has also received a letter about the bank and informs
the ladies that there are reports out that it is likely to break.
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By: Elizabeth Gaskell () Cranford is the best-known novel of the 19th century English writer Elizabeth Gaskell. It was first
published in as a serial in the magazine Household Words, which was edited by Charles Dickens.
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6: Cranford (ebook) by Elizabeth Gaskell |
Cranford?is a humorous account of a nineteenth-century English village dominated by a group of genteel but modestly
circumstanced women. By eschewing the conventional marriage plot with its nubile heroines and focusing instead on a
group of middle-aged and elderly spinsters, Elizabeth Gaskell did something highly unusual within the novel genre.

7: Cranford () READ ONLINE FREE book by Elizabeth Gaskell in EPUB,TXT.
Thomas Recchio's thoughtful account of the publishing history of Cranford () ambitiously takes in a number of formats
and periods. Not confined to books, print, or the nineteenth century, in four chapters it treats the s periodical publication
of the nine "Cranford papers" in Household Words (); the illustrated editions which allegedly established Cranford as a
novel.

8: Cranford - Elizabeth Cleghorn Gaskell - Google Books
Elizabeth Gaskell began writing Cranford in when Charles Dickens invited her to send him tales for his new weekly
journal, Household Words. Dickens and Gaskell were so pleased with the first.

9: Elizabeth Gaskell
My review of Cranford by Elizabeth Gaskell. Cranford was originally published in the Charles Dickens conducted
periodical Household Words in
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