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Wikipedia article , Commons category , Wikidata item. In accordance with the treaty, Spain renounced all
rights to Cuba and allowed an independent Cuba see Teller Amendment , ceded Puerto Rico and the islands of
Guam and the Philippines to the United States, and gave up its possessions in the West Indies. The defeat put
an end to the Spanish Empire in America, and marked the beginning of an age of United States colonial
power. Frye, George Gray, and Whitelaw Reid, citizens of the United States; And Her Majesty the Queen
Regent of Spain, Don Eugenio Montero Rios, president of the senate, Don Buenaventura de Abarzuza, senator
of the Kingdom and ex-minister of the Crown; Don Jose de Garnica, deputy of the Cortes and associate justice
of the supreme court; Don Wenceslao Ramirez de Villa-Urrutia, envoy extraordinary and minister
plenipotentiary at Brussels, and Don Rafael Cerero, general of division; Who, having assembled in Paris, and
having exchanged their full powers, which were found to be in due and proper form, have, after discussion of
the matters before them, agreed upon the following articles: Spain relinquishes all claim of sovereignty over
and title to Cuba. And as the island is, upon its evacuation by Spain, to be occupied by the United States, the
United States will, so long as such occupation shall last, assume and discharge the obligations that may under
international law result from the fact of its occupation, for the protection of life and property. Spain cedes to
the United States the archipelago known as the Philippine Islands, and comprehending the islands lying within
the following line: The United States will, for the term of ten years from the date of the exchange of the
ratifications of the present treaty, admit Spanish ships and merchandise to the ports of the Philippine Islands
on the same terms as ships and merchandise of the United States. The United States will, upon the signature of
the present treaty, send back to Spain, at its own cost, the Spanish soldiers taken as prisoners of war on the
capture of Manila by the American forces. The arms of the soldiers in question shall be restored to them. Spain
will, upon the exchange of the ratifications of the present treaty, proceed to evacuate the Philippines, as well as
the island of Guam, on terms similar to those agreed upon by the Commissioners appointed to arrange for the
evacuation of Porto Rico and other islands in the West Indies, under the Protocol of August 12, , which is to
continue in force till its provisions are completely executed. The time within which the evacuation of the
Philippine Islands and Guam shall be completed shall be fixed by the two Governments. Stands of colors,
uncaptured war vessels, small arms, guns of all calibres, with their carriages and accessories, powder,
ammunition, livestock, and materials and supplies of all kinds, belonging to the land and naval forces of Spain
in the Philippines and Guam, remain the property of Spain. Pieces of heavy ordnance, exclusive of field
artillery, in the fortifications and coast defences, shall remain in their emplacements for the term of six
months, to be reckoned from the exchange of ratifications of the treaty; and the United States may, in the
meantime, purchase such material from Spain, if a satisfactory agreement between the two Governments on
the subject shall be reached. Spain will, upon the signature of the present treaty, release all prisoners of war,
and all persons detained or imprisoned for political offences, in connection with the insurrections in Cuba and
the Philippines and the war with the United States. Reciprocally, the United States will release all persons
made prisoners of war by the American forces, and will undertake to obtain the release of all Spanish prisoners
in the hands of the insurgents in Cuba and the Philippines. The Government of the United States will at its
own cost return to Spain and the Government of Spain will at its own cost return to the United States, Cuba,
Porto Rico, and the Philippines, according to the situation of their respective homes, prisoners released or
caused to be released by them, respectively, under this article. The United States and Spain mutually
relinquish all claims for indemnity, national and individual, of every kind, of either Government, or of its
citizens or subjects, against the other Government, that may have arisen since the beginning of the late
insurrection in Cuba and prior to the exchange of ratifications of the present treaty, including all claims for
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indemnity for the cost of the war. The United States will adjudicate and settle the claims of its citizens against
Spain relinquished in this article. In conformity with the provisions of Articles I, II, and III of this treaty,
Spain relinquishes in Cuba, and cedes in Porto Rico and other islands in the West Indies, in the island of
Guam, and in the Philippine Archipelago, all the buildings, wharves, barracks, forts, structures, public
highways and other immovable property which, in conformity with law, belong to the public domain, and as
such belong to the Crown of Spain. And it is hereby declared that the relinquishment or cession, as the case
may be, to which the preceding paragraph refers, can not in any respect impair the property or rights which by
law belong to the peaceful possession of property of all kinds, of provinces, municipalities, public or private
establishments, ecclesiastical or civic bodies, or any other associations having legal capacity to acquire and
possess property in the aforesaid territories renounced or ceded, or of private individuals, of whatsoever
nationality such individuals may be. The aforesaid relinquishment or cession, as the case may be, includes all
documents exclusively referring to the sovereignty relinquished or ceded that may exist in the archives of the
Peninsula. Where any document in such archives only in part relates to said sovereignty, a copy of such part
will be furnished whenever it shall be requested. Like rules shall be reciprocally observed in favor of Spain in
respect of documents in the archives of the islands above referred to. In the aforesaid relinquishment or
cession, as the case may be, are also included such rights as the Crown of Spain and its authorities possess in
respect of the official archives and records, executive as well as judicial, in the islands above referred to,
which relate to said islands or the rights and property of their inhabitants. Such archives and records shall be
carefully preserved, and private persons shall without distinction have the right to require, in accordance with
law, authenticated copies of the contracts, wills and other instruments forming part of notorial protocols or
files, or which may be contained in the executive or judicial archives, be the latter in Spain or in the islands
aforesaid. Spanish subjects, natives of the Peninsula, residing in the territory over which Spain by the present
treaty relinquishes or cedes her sovereignty, may remain in such territory or may remove therefrom, retaining
in either event all their rights of property, including the right to sell or dispose of such property or of its
proceeds; and they shall also have the right to carry on their industry, commerce and professions, being subject
in respect thereof to such laws as are applicable to other foreigners. In case they remain in the territory they
may preserve their allegiance to the Crown of Spain by making, before a court of record, within a year from
the date of the exchange of ratifications of this treaty, a declaration of their decision to preserve such
allegiance; in default of which declaration they shall be held to have renounced it and to have adopted the
nationality of the territory in which they may reside. The civil rights and political status of the native
inhabitants of the territories hereby ceded to the United States shall be determined by the Congress. The
inhabitants of the territories over which Spain relinquishes or cedes her sovereignty shall be secured in the free
exercise of their religion. The Spaniards residing in the territories over which Spain by this treaty cedes or
relinquishes her sovereignty shall be subject in matters civil as well as criminal to the jurisdiction of the courts
of the country wherein they reside, pursuant to the ordinary laws governing the same; and they shall have the
right to appear before such courts, and to pursue the same course as citizens of the country to which the courts
belong. Judicial proceedings pending at the time of the exchange of ratifications of this treaty in the territories
over which Spain relinquishes or cedes her sovereignty shall be determined according to the following rules:
Judgments rendered either in civil suits between private individuals, or in criminal matters, before the date
mentioned, and with respect to which there is no recourse or right of review under the Spanish law, shall be
deemed to be final, and shall be executed in due form by competent authority in the territory within which
such judgments should be carried out. Civil suits between private individuals which may on the date
mentioned be undetermined shall be prosecuted to judgment before the court in which they may then be
pending or in the court that may be substituted therefor. Criminal actions pending on the date mentioned
before the Supreme Court of Spain against citizens of the territory which by this treaty ceases to be Spanish
shall continue under its jurisdiction until final judgment; but, such judgment having been rendered, the
execution thereof shall be committed to the competent authority of the place in which the case arose. The
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rights of property secured by copyrights and patents acquired by Spaniards in the Island of Cuba and in Porto
Rico, the Philippines and other ceded territories, at the time of the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty,
shall continue to be respected. Spanish scientific, literary and artistic works, not subversive of public order in
the territories in question, shall continue to be admitted free of duty into such territories, for the period of ten
years, to be reckoned from the date of the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty. Spain will have the
power to establish consular officers in the ports and places of the territories, the sovereignty over which has
been either relinquished or ceded by the present treaty. The Government of each country will, for the term of
ten years, accord to the merchant vessels of the other country the same treatment in respect of all port charges,
including entrance and clearance dues, light dues, and tonnage duties, as it accords to its own merchant
vessels, not engaged in the coastwise trade. It is understood that any obligations assumed in this treaty by the
United States with respect to Cuba are limited to the time of its occupancy thereof; but it will upon termination
of such occupancy, advise any Government established in the island to assume the same obligations. The
present treaty shall be ratified by the President of the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate thereof, and by Her Majesty the Queen Regent of Spain; and the ratifications shall be exchanged at
Washington within six months from the date hereof, or earlier if possible. In faith whereof, we, the respective
Plenipotentiaries, have signed this treaty and have hereunto affixed our seals. Done in duplicate at Paris, the
tenth day of December, in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight.
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Spain relinquishes all claim of sovereignty over and title to Cuba. And as the island is, upon its evacuation by
Spain, to be occupied by the United States, the United States will, so long as such occupation shall last,
assume and discharge the obligations that may under international law result from the fact of its occupation,
for the protection of life and property. Spain cedes to the United States the archipelago known as the
Philippine Islands, and comprehending the islands lying within the following line: The United States will, for
the term of ten years from the date of the exchange of the ratifications of the present treaty, admit Spanish
ships and merchandise to the ports of the Philippine Islands on the same terms as ships and merchandise of the
United States. The United States will, upon the signature of the present treaty, send back to Spain, at its own
cost, the Spanish soldiers taken as prisoners of war on the capture of Manila by the American forces. The arms
of the soldiers in question shall be restored to them. Spain will, upon the exchange of the ratifications of the
present treaty, proceed to evacuate the Philippines, as well as the island of Guam, on terms similar to those
agreed upon by the Commissioners appointed to arrange for the evacuation of Porto Rico and other islands in
the West Indies, under the Protocol of August I2, I, which is to continue in force till its provisions are
completely executed. Spain will, upon the signature of the present treaty, release all prisoners of war, and all
persons detained or imprisoned for political offences, in connection with the insurrections in Cuba and the
Philippines and the war with the United States. Reciprocally, the United States will release all persons made
prisoners of war by the American forces, and will undertake to obtain the release of all Spanish prisoners in
the hands of the insurgents in Cuba and the Philippines. The Government of the United States will at its own
cost return to Spain and the Government of Spain will at its own cost return to the United States, Cuba, Porto
Rico, and the Philippines, according to the situation of their respective homes, prisoners released or caused to
be released by them, respectively, under this article. The United States and Spain mutually relinquish all
claims for indemnity, national and individual, of every kind, of either Government, or of its citizens or
subjects, against the other Government, that may have arisen since the beginning of the late insurrection in
Cuba and prior to the exchange of ratifications of the present treaty, including all claims for indemnity for the
cost of the war. The United States will adjudicate and settle the claims of its citizens against Spain
relinquished in this article. In conformity with the provisions of Articles I, II, and III of this treaty, Spain
relinquishes in Cuba, and cedes in Porto Rico and other islands in the West Indies, in the island of Guam, and
in the Philippine Archipelago, all the buildings, wharves, barracks, forts, structures, public highways and other
immovable property which, in conformity with law, belong to the public domain, and as such belong to the
Crown of Spain. And it is hereby declared that the relinquishment or cession, as the case may be, to which the
preceding paragraph refers, cannot in any respect impair the property or rights which by law belong to the
peaceful possession of property of all kinds, of provinces, municipalities, public or private establishments,
ecclesiastical or civic bodies, or any other associations having legal capacity to acquire and possess property in
the aforesaid territories renounced or ceded, or of private individuals, of whatsoever nationality such
individuals may be. The aforesaid relinquishment or session, as the case may be, includes all documents
exclusively referring to the sovereignty relinquished or ceded that may exist in the archives of the Peninsula.
Where any document in such archives only in part relates to said sovereignty, a copy of such part will be
furnished whenever it shall be requested. Like rules shall be reciprocally observed in favor of Spain in respect
of documents in the archives of the islands above referred to. In the aforesaid relinquishment or cession, as the
case may be, are also included such rights as the Crown of Spain and its authorities possess in respect of the
official archives and records, executive as well as judicial, in the islands above referred to, which relate to said
islands or the rights and property of their inhabitants. Such archives and records shall be carefully preserved,
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and private persons shall without distinction have the right to require, in accordance with law, authenticated
copies of the contracts, wills and other instruments forming part of notarial protocols or files, or which may be
contained in the executive or judicial archives, be the latter in Spain or in the islands aforesaid. Spanish
subjects, natives of the Peninsula, residing in the territory over which Spain by the present treaty relinquishes
or cedes her sovereignty, may remain in such territory or may remove therefrom, retaining in either event all
their rights of property, including the right to sell or dispose of such property or of its proceeds; and they shall
also have the right to carry on their industry, commerce and professions, being subject in respect thereof to
such laws as are applicable to other foreigners. In case they remain in the territory they may preserve their
allegiance to the Crown of Spain by making, before a court of record, within a year from the date of the
exchange of ratifications of this treaty, a declaration of their decision to preserve such allegiance; in default of
which declaration they shall be held to have renounced it and to have adopted the nationality of the territory in
which they may reside. The civil rights and political status of the native inhabitants of the territories hereby
ceded to the United States shall be determined by the Congress. The inhabitants of the territories over which
Spain relinquishes or cedes her sovereignty shall be secured in the free exercise of their religion. The
Spaniards residing in the territories over which Spain by this treaty cedes or relinquishes her sovereignty shall
be subject in matters civil as well as criminal to the jurisdiction of the courts of the country wherein they
reside, pursuant to the ordinary laws governing the same; and they shall have the right to appear before such
courts, and to pursue the same course as citizens of the country to which the courts belong ARTICLE XII.
Judicial proceedings pending at the time of the exchange of ratifications of this treaty in the territories over
which Spain relinquishes or cedes her sovereignty shall be determined according to the following rules:
Judgments rendered either in civil suits between private Individuals, or in criminal matters, before the date
mentioned, and with respect to which there is no recourse or right of review under the Spanish law, shall be
deemed to be final, and shall be executed in due form by competent authority in the territory within which
such judgments should be carried out. Civil suits between private individuals which may on the date
mentioned be undetermined shall be prosecuted to judgment before the court in which they may then be
pending or in the court that may be substituted therefor. Criminal actions pending on the date mentioned
before the Supreme Court of Spain against citizens of the territory which by this treaty ceases to be Spanish
shall continue under its jurisdiction until final judgment; but, such judgment having been rendered, the
execution thereof shall be committed to the competent authority of the place in which the case arose. The
rights of property secured by copyrights and patents acquired by Spaniards in the Island of Cuba, and in Porto
Rico, the Philippines and other ceded territories, at the time of the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty,
shall continue to be respected. Spanish scientific, literary and artistic works, not subversive of public order in
the territories in question, shall continue to be admitted free of duty into such territories, for the period of ten
years, to be reckoned from the date of the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty. Spain shall have the
power to establish consular officers in the ports and places of the territories, the sovereignty over which has
been either relinquished or ceded by the present treaty. It is understood that any obligations assumed in this
treaty by the United States with respect to Cuba are limited to the time of its occupancy thereof; but it will
upon the termination of such occupancy advise any Government established in the island to assume the same
obligations. Explore our complete time lines of major events in American history as well as World History.
Research our special sections on diverse subjects ranging from presidential elections to naval history.
Whatever aspect of history you wish learn about, you will find it at Historycentral.
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Most authorities of the last century preferred the stress on the third syllable. Its principal ones are geographical
and political. The Caribbean can also be expanded to include territories with strong cultural and historical
connections to slavery , European colonisation and the plantation system. The United Nations geoscheme for
the Americas presents the Caribbean as a distinct region within the Americas. Physiographically, the
Caribbean region is mainly a chain of islands surrounding the Caribbean Sea. To the north, the region is
bordered by the Gulf of Mexico , the Straits of Florida and the Northern Atlantic Ocean , which lies to the east
and northeast. To the south lies the coastline of the continent of South America. Politically, the "Caribbean"
may be centered on socio-economic groupings found in the region. The Commonwealth of the Bahamas is
also in the Atlantic and is a full member of the Caribbean Community. Alternatively, the organisation called
the Association of Caribbean States ACS consists of almost every nation in the surrounding regions that lie on
the Caribbean, plus El Salvador , which lies solely on the Pacific Ocean. According to the ACS, the total
population of its member states is million people. Some islands in the region have relatively flat terrain of
non-volcanic origin. Definitions of the terms Greater Antilles and Lesser Antilles often vary. The term Lesser
Antilles is often used to define an island arc that includes Grenada but excludes Trinidad and Tobago and the
Leeward Antilles. The waters of the Caribbean Sea host large, migratory schools of fish, turtles, and coral reef
formations. Climate[ edit ] The climate of the area is tropical to subtropical in Cuba, the Bahamas and Puerto
Rico. Rainfall varies with elevation, size and water currents cool upwellings keep the ABC islands arid.
Occasional north westerlies affect the northern islands in the winter. Hurricane season is from June to
November, but they occur more frequently in August and September and more common in the northern
islands of the Caribbean. Hurricanes that sometimes batter the region usually strike northwards of Grenada
and to the west of Barbados. The principal hurricane belt arcs to northwest of the island of Barbados in the
Eastern Caribbean. A great example being recent events of Hurricane Irma devastating the island of Saint
Martin during the hurricane season. The northern islands, like the Bahamas, Cuba, Puerto Rico and the
Dominican Republic, may be influenced by continental masses during winter months, such as cold fronts.
4: Caribbean - Wikipedia
Collections Cuba and Porto Rico: with the other islands of the West Indies: their topography, climate, flora, products,
industries, cities, people, political.

5: Treaty of Paris () - Wikisource, the free online library
Full text of "Cuba and Porto Rico, with the other islands of the West Indies; their topography, climate, flora, products,
industries, cities, people, political.

6: Caribbean Map / Map of the Caribbean - Maps and Information About the Caribbean - www.enganchecu
Cuba and Porto Rico, with the other Islands of the West Indies: Their Topography, Climate, Flora, Products, Industries,
Cities, People, Political Conditions, etc By W J M. See all Hide authors and affiliations.

7: December 10, End of the Spanish-American War â€“ Repeating Islands
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