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By placing the events of in the context of Cuban history, Cuba: The Making of a Revolution meets the need for an
authoritative analysis of the background of the Revolution, and sheds new light on its causes and outcome.

By Michelle Chase In the early hours of January 1, Cubans were stunned by news that the revolutionary
movement led by Fidel Castro had toppled reigning dictator Fulgencio Batista. Cuban silkscreen artist Eladio
Rivadulla, known for his movie posters, was woken by an early morning phone call from a friend. Matthews,
published in the New York Times, that I had saved. That night Rivadulla held the first posters in his hands.
They were printed in the symbolic black and red of the 26th of July Movement led by Fidel Castro. Yet
Rivadulla misremembered the source of the photo. The image is not from the celebrated visit of veteran Times
reporter Herb Matthews to the Sierra in February These were images that swept the globe throughout the s,
with enormous impact. Throughout Latin America, the New Left embarked on an age of rural guerrilla
warfare, abandoning older forms of organizing in order to emulate the Cuban example. Provocative images
like these â€” bolstered by the publications of Che Guevara, Regis Debray and others â€” also helped
disseminate a new sense of warrior masculinity that challenged the forms of manhood hegemonic in the s. For
most of us, these images of the Rebel Army have come to define the triumphant Cuban revolutionaries,
erasing the many other actors who helped defeat Batista from the collective historical imagination. At the
time, the 26th of July Movement was one of several revolutionary groups, and it was far from clear that it
would ultimately lead the pack. Furthermore, many Cubans in must have thought that, if revolutionaries did
prevail, they might do so through some form of urban action, such as a general strike. In fact, the growth of the
Rebel Army was partly a response to the successful state repression of the urban undergrounds of Havana and
Santiago throughout and early By mid , Fidel Castro and other 26th of July leaders had abandoned hopes for
an urban uprising, instead ordering all arms to the Sierra. Historians have more often analyzed the impact
these stories had on international audiences. This was no accident: Members of the 26th of July Movement
went to great lengths to liaise with international reporters, transport them to the Sierra without police
detection, and drag their heavy equipment up to the mountains. Radio Rebelde was broadcast from the Sierra
Maestra. Pro-revolutionary bonds and clandestine periodicals circulated widely throughout urban centers by
These were all ways for government opponents to circumvent national news blackouts, as Fulgencio Batista
imposed increasingly frequent periods of censorship on the national media as conflict escalated. They knew
the vibrancy and immediacy of television footage in particular would have the most impact, and the mountain
rebels were in a position to perform romanticized rural rebellion in a way their urban counterparts could not.
Indeed, for international journalists, the appeal of the Sierra-based rebels must have been at least partly visual,
for they could flaunt their new beards, uniforms, armbands, and long rifles in ways impossible for urban
underground militants to match. Photo card printed by Studios Naranjo, photographer unknown. Finally, these
images helped propagate a new identity for Fidel Castro, who in was known to most Cubans as a student
activist, a progressive lawyer, and an Ortodoxo Party member. A similar album was printed for the failed
Corinthia expedition. However, those older images were soon displaced by the imagery of the Rebel Army,
which helped catapult Fidel the rebel leader to national and international stardom. In retrospect, it is striking
how much the images that circulated for decades afterward and still circulate today are based on those seminal
forays of international journalists into the Sierra. Those early media excursions provided a font of foundational
imagery that quickly made their way into the national collective consciousness, and have persisted as the
defining images of the Rebel Army ever since. Historians have not yet traced all the ways photos were utilized
during the Cuban insurrection, but they clearly contributed to rebel mystique. Behind her is a poster based on a
photo printed by a commercial photography studio in Havana. Monthly Review Press, , Fidel Castro and the
Urban Underground Cambridge: Matthews assumed these were groups of different men, and thus estimated
that the rebel ranks were much higher than their actual numbers.
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Fulgencio Batista , a former soldier who had served as the elected president of Cuba from to , became
president for the second time in , after seizing power in a military coup and canceling the elections. In the
months following the March coup, Fidel Castro , then a young lawyer and activist, petitioned for the
overthrow of Batista, whom he accused of corruption and tyranny. Batista was known as a corrupt leader as he
constantly pampered himself with elegant foods and exotic women. He had around factory and farm workers.
After an hour of fighting the rebel leader fled to the mountains. In a highly political trial, Fidel spoke for
nearly four hours in his defense, ending with the words "Condemn me, it does not matter. History will absolve
me. The yacht arrived in Cuba on 2 December. After arriving and exiting the ship, the band of rebels began to
make their way into the Sierra Maestra mountains, a range in southeastern Cuba. The dispersed survivors,
alone or in small groups, wandered through the mountains, looking for each other. Eventually, the men would
link up again â€” with the help of peasant sympathizers â€” and would form the core leadership of the
guerrilla army. The attack ended in utter failure. The handful of survivors included Dr. S oil refineries and
other U. A pirate radio station called Radio Rebelde "Rebel Radio" was set up in February , allowing Castro
and his forces to broadcast their message nationwide within enemy territory. The Cuban air force rapidly
deteriorated: The army sent some 12, soldiers, half of them untrained recruits, into the mountains, along with
his own brother Raul. With his forces pinned down by superior numbers, Castro asked for, and received, a
temporary cease-fire on 1 August. Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources.
Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. December Learn how and when to remove this template
message The enemy soldier in the Cuban example which at present concerns us, is the junior partner of the
dictator; he is the man who gets the last crumb left by a long line of profiteers that begins in Wall Street and
ends with him. He is disposed to defend his privileges, but he is disposed to defend them only to the degree
that they are important to him. His salary and his pension are worth some suffering and some dangers, but they
are never worth his life. If the price of maintaining them will cost it, he is better off giving them up; that is to
say, withdrawing from the face of the guerrilla danger. Nonetheless, the combined rebel army continued the
offensive, and Cienfuegos won a key victory in the Battle of Yaguajay on 30 December , earning him the
nickname "The Hero of Yaguajay". On 31 December , the Battle of Santa Clara took place in a scene of great
confusion. News of these defeats caused Batista to panic. He fled Cuba by air for the Dominican Republic just
hours later on 1 January Comandante William Alexander Morgan, leading RD rebel forces, continued fighting
as Batista departed, and had captured the city of Cienfuegos by 2 January. The forces of Guevara and
Cienfuegos entered Havana at about the same time. Castro himself arrived in Havana on 8 January after a long
victory march. Tete Puebla , second in command of the Mariana Grajales Platoon , has said: Women in Cuba
have always been on the front line of the struggle. There were many women comrades who were tortured and
murdered. From the beginning there were women in the Revolutionary Armed Forces. First they were simple
soldiers, later sergeants. Those of us in the Mariana Grajales Platoon were the first officers. We are telling
these countries to make their own revolution. About of the accused people were convicted of political crimes
by revolutionary tribunals and then executed by firing squad ; others received long sentences of imprisonment.
This was part of a large-scale attempt by Fidel Castro to cleanse the security forces of Batista loyalists and
potential opponents of the new revolutionary government. Laws were introduced to provide equality for black
Cubans and greater rights for women, while there were attempts to improve communications, medical
facilities, health, housing, and education. In addition, there were touring cinemas, art exhibitions, concerts, and
theatres. By the end of the s, all Cuban children were receiving some education compared with less than half
before , unemployment and corruption were reduced, and great improvements were made in hygiene and
sanitation. His anti-discrimination legislation was his first and major attempt to give equality to the people of
Cuba. His many reforms healthcare, education, and equality gave opportunities to those Afro-Cubans who
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lived in poverty because of the racial discrimination in Cuba. After he considered to have done everything in
his power toward equality, he passed a legislation that counter-attacked his past anti-discrimination legislation.
This law made it illegal to even mention discrimination or the topic of equality. One of the first policies of the
newly formed Cuban government was eliminating illiteracy and implementing land reforms. Land reform
efforts helped to raise living standards by subdividing larger holdings into cooperatives. Comandante Sori
Marin , who was nominally in charge of land reform, objected and fled, but was eventually executed when he
returned to Cuba with arms and explosives, intending to overthrow the Castro government. Cuba began
expropriating land and private property under the auspices of the Agrarian Reform Law of 17 May Hundreds
of members of the church, including a bishop, were permanently expelled from the nation, as the new Cuban
government declared itself officially atheist. Education also saw significant changes â€” private schools were
banned and the progressively socialist state assumed greater responsibility for children. Before he died Lansky
said Cuba "ruined" him. Castro remained the ruler of Cuba, first as Prime Minister and, from , as President ,
until his retirement in February 20, I believe that we created, built and manufactured the Castro movement out
of whole cloth and without realizing it. I believe that the accumulation of these mistakes has jeopardized all of
Latin America. The great aim of the Alliance for Progress is to reverse this unfortunate policy. This is one of
the most, if not the most, important problems in America foreign policy. I can assure you that I have
understood the Cubans. I approved the proclamation which Fidel Castro made in the Sierra Maestra, when he
justifiably called for justice and especially yearned to rid Cuba of corruption. I will go even further: Now we
shall have to pay for those sins. In the matter of the Batista regime, I am in agreement with the first Cuban
revolutionaries. In , the U. Embargo against Cuba â€” the longest-lasting single foreign policy in American
history [77] â€” is still in force as of , although it has undergone a partial loosening in recent years, although it
was recently strengthened in Influenced by the expansion of the Soviet Union into Europe after the Russian
Revolution , Castro immediately sought to "export" his revolution to other countries in the Caribbean and
beyond, sending weapons to Algerian rebels as early as The end of Soviet economic aid led to an economic
crisis and famine known as the Special Period in Cuba. Operating out of the Escambray Mountains , these
counterrevolutionary rebels, also known as Alzados, made a number of unsuccessful attempts to overthrow the
Cuban government, including the abortive, United States-backed Bay of Pigs Invasion of
3: Women in Cuba: The Making of a Revolution within the Revolution by Vilma Espin
Cuba: the Making of a Revolution by Ramon Eduardo Ruiz was nothing like what I expected. I thought I would get a
concise history of Fidel Castro's revolution; instead, I got the context that led to the revolution, and that context revealed
something to me that was totally unexpected: the supreme idiocy of US Foreign Policy.
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Download promotional leaflet The social revolution that in brought down the bloody Batista dictatorship began in the
streets of cities like Santiago de Cuba and the Rebel Army's liberated mountain zones of eastern Cuba.

5: Cuba : the making of a revolution (edition) | Open Library
The social revolution that in brought down the bloody Batista dictatorship began in the streets of cities like Santiago de
Cuba and the Rebel Army's liberated mountain zones of eastern Cuba. The unprecedented integration of women in the
ranks and leadership of this struggle was a true measure.
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Women in Cuba - The Making of a Revolution within the Revolution: From Santiago de Cuba and the Rebel Army, to the
birth of the Federation of Cuban Women by Vilma Espin, Asela de los Santos, Yolanda Ferrer.
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Cuba; the making of a revolution by RamÃ³n Eduardo Ruiz, , University of Massachusetts Press edition, in English.
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HomeÂ» EbooksÂ» Cuban Revolution in America Havana and the Making of a United States Left, Cuban Revolution in
America Havana and the Making of a United States Left, Posted by voska89 on Nov 9, in Ebooks | 0 comments.

9: Review of Women in Cuba () â€” Foreword Reviews
Women in Cuba: the making of a revolution within the revolution tells the story of the Cuban revolution through the
words and memories of three of the women that led it. Mary Alice Waters, President of Pathfinder Press, introduces the
women whose testimonies are presented and outlines the book's aims and arguments.

Page 4

CUBA; THE MAKING OF A REVOLUTION. pdf
Third World Conundrum Fire alarm handbook wiring standards Psychic scars: transformative relationships and moral
repair Care and punishment Notes on the family of Page and Ann Portwood. Grade 10 exam papers and memos
Mosbys Manual of clinical nursing procedures The Sexual Relations of Mankind Can Failing Schools Be Fixed Links
awakening manga Education and family welfare planning Whats on the horizon? 40 St. Luke, ed. by F. W. Farrar. 1895.
Spanish Made Nice Easy (Languages Made Nice Easy) Beautiful beginnings Irish women in colonial Australia D&d dark
sun mastyrial 2nd edition A brief history of the early historic period in South Asia Jerome embraces the Ascetic Life 30
Number and alphabet series The Boy Scout Camera Club, or, the Confession of a Photograph (Dodo Press) The
Experimental study of human sleep: Methodological problems A small glimmer of light Deconstructing the Celts (British
Archaeological Reports (BAR International) Life As a Peasant in Feudal Europe (Way People Live) A Texas Cowboy
(Classics of the Old West) In the midday sun. Andersen windows 400 series double hung Miracles happen the
transformational healing power of past-life memories Advanced VBScript for Microsoft Windows Administrators (Pro
Other) A level human geography notes Dissemination of grant findings. Renting and letting a home The emergent
continent: Africa in the nineteenth century The ordeal of Philip Stanfield, 1688. Dramatists Sourcebook 1991-92 You can
see more clearly from a distance Spiritual Gifts for Christians Today Beyond the basics II Ultimate npcs skulduggery

Page 5

